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R E F A C E. 



RELATIONS of voyages and travels bave at all 
times, and in all ages, iince the invention of letter^ 
been favourably received by the public : but, perhaps, 'vx 
no age fo well as in the prefent ; writings of this kind, 
more efpecially in this ifland, being bought up with avi- 
dity and read with eagernefs, not only by the learned and 
pdite, but alfo by the rude and illiterate. The reafon is 
evidentt The age in which we live, has not unfrequent- 
ly been accufed of frivolity and indolence. With what 
juftice, it is not our bufinefs at prefent to determine. Its 
turn for experiment, however, and difpofition to enquire 
into fadts is univerfally acknowledged : and indeed, may, 
perhaps, be partly deduced from the principle above- 
mentioned. Now every authentic and well-written book 
of voyages and travels is, in fadt, a treatife of experi- 
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iv PREFACE. 

mental philofophy. From thefe fources natural hiftory 
derives its moft copious ftreams : and the obfervations 
which, in compofitions of this kind, every where occur 
on winds and feafons, foils and climates, in fliort, on the 
whole of what may be called Ji ill nature, are undoubtedly 
of the greateft advantage to phylical fcience. With refpedt 
to moral philofophy and metaphyfics, it may be fufficient 
to mention the works of Pauw, Raynal, Kaimes, and 
Robertson, to evince the utDity of journals and defcrip- 
tions of voyages in thefe and fimilar refearches. It is alfo 
worthy of obfervation, that it is the modern philofophers 
chiefly, and the living inftrudtors of our own times, who 
have moftly had recourfe to thefe treafures, as containing 
the beft materials for the purpofe of building theu- fyftems, 
or at lead, as being beft adapted to the fupport and con- 
firmation of their do<5trine§. 

Few, indeed, are the travellers, whofe writings may be 
relied on as the pure fourCes of truth, unadulterated with 
error, or undifguifed by wilful mifreprefentation. •■ But is 
the number of writers anfwering to this defcription greater 
among thofe who have colledled and reported fa«5ts, avow- 
edly for the purpofe of rendering them fubfervient to phi- 
lofophy ? Have not, on the contrary, the major part of 
thefe collectors greatly diftorted and mifreprefented the 
faCls they have laid before the public, in confequence of a 
previous attachment to favourite fyftems ? Doubtlefs they 

have; 
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have ; and it is therefore chiefly in the original writers of 
itineraries and journals, that the philofopher looks for 
genuine truth and real obfervation ; as the authors of thefe 
for the moft part have had neither philofophical abilities, 
nor any other motive fuflicient to induce them to report 
thefe fadls, otherwife than they have prefented themfelves 
to their notice. 

The author of the following journal, though a man of 
much real knowledge and genuine learning, difcovers in 
every page of his book too little attachment to fyflem and 
hypothefis, to be liable to any imputation of this fort. 
Fired with the love of fcience and of truth, he fet out for 
the defert wilds of Africa, without money, without friends, 
without intereft of any kind, and was even obliged to 
labour for fome time, before he could acquire wealth 
enough to enable him to put his favourite fcheme in exe- 
cution. In this refpe6t, indeed, he may deferve to be com^ 
pared to our illuftrious countryman, the prefent prefident 
of the Royal Society, whofe zeal for the promotion of ufeful 
knawledge induced him, at nearly the fame age, though 
at a fomewhat earlier period, to go on a much more dan- 
gerous and extenfive expedition, than that which is the 
principal fubjedt of the following fheets, and to facrifice 
fortune, eafe and health, in the caufe of fcience. : 

Indeed, exclufively of the confiderations above-men- 
tioned, the work itfelf in every page bears evident marks of 

that 
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that paflionate regard for truth, which firft infpired the 
undertaking. In his defcriptions of animals he is accurate 
in the higheft degree ; infomuch that it is to be feared, 
that feme of his readers, who are not fuiffilciently apprized 
of their general utility, may think him tedious : but in 
defcribing fcenes and lituations, whether partaking of the 
fublime, the beautiful, or the ridiculous, he is no longer 
an author, he is a painter : and, quitting his pen for the 
pencil, fets every obje<a before us in colours equally vivid 
with thofe of nature hcrfelf. Phylician, naturalift, and 
philofopher, neither human manners, nor civil inftitutions, 
neither rural ceconomy, uot the regulations of police, no- 
thing, in fine, efcapes the keerinefs of his obfervation. Never 
relying on the relations of others, except when it is impof- 
fible for him to do otherwife, he fees every thing with his 
own eyes, and trulls only to the report of his own fenfes s 
and at the fame time knows perfe<aiy well (which is never 
the cafe with the ignorant traveller) both how to fee and 
what to look for. Hence we have fo many accurate de- 
fcriptions and drawings of animals never before feen, or 
clfe ftrangdy mifreprefented by his predeoefibrs. 

In fadt, the account given by him of the whole fcice of 
the country, may be confidered, in a great meafure, as 
new : though (beiides fuch navigators as have occafionally 
touched at the Gape, from whom, indeed, much informa- 
^on could not pofllbly be expeded) ieveral others, the 
■2 chief 
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chief of whom are Kolbe and de la Caille, have either 
refided in this part of the world for feveral years, or made 
expeditions into the country previoufly to our author. It 
might appear invidious in us to expatiate on their demerits^ 
or to enquire into the caufes of their failure in their 
refpe<Slive undertakings. We will therefore rather con-^ 
fine ourfelves to that which is the fubje<St of the following 
pages. 

Our author, together with a fpirit of obfervation nor 
feen in every traveller, had, as we are informed by his 
friend Mr. George Forster, admittance into the houfes 
of the firft famihes at the Cape. This advantage he feemj 
to have been very folicitous to turn to the beft account ; 
and to it we^ perhaps, in a great meafure, owe the an- 
nexed map of the country, which is certainly no fmali 
acquifition to geographical fcience. — Before he had attained 
the Itate of manhood, he had prepared himfelf for an ex- 
pedition of this nature, by a voyage which he made 
under his^ kinfman, the Chevalier EiLEBEiiG; and the 
Amcmites Academical publiftied under the infpe^ion of 
the great Linn^us, exhibited divers proofs that he had. 
Bot made the voyage in vain. On his return to Up/alt he 
applied to the ftudy of phylic ; but his attention was prin* 
•dpaHy engroffedrby the fcience of botany,, which he pur- 
iued with the greateft ardour tmderitS'CoIrfxratedrelTxDrer, 
tecame ooe of bis favourite <So&Qi^ti. Wi\h sn edu- 
cation ^ 
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cation of this kind, which, it muft be owned, was, the moft 
favourable that could well have been imagined to fuch a 
purpofe, he fet out for the CapCy at a time of life the bed . 
adapted to an enterprize of this nature, avowedly indeed to 
inftrudt the children of M. Kerste, the refident at that 
place ; but in reality, to fearch for the works of the Creator 
in a 'part of the world hitherto fcarcely known to naturalifts. 
How he has fucceeded, the reader muft judge for himfelf. 
—But it was not this obfcure corner af the. globe only that 
he was deftined to illuftrate. By the arrival of the Reso- 
lution and Adventure at the Cape with Meflrs.FoRSTER, 
he had an opportunity offered him of extending his re- 
fearches to an infinitely greater diftance, and all nature now 
lay open to his view. It was, perhaps, not more to the 
advancement of natural knowledge than to that of thefe 
gentlemen's reputations, that chance threw fo great a 
zoologift as Dr. Sparrman in their way at this critical 
juncture ; and it is to be hoped, that we fhall one day be 
informed of the extent of our obligations to him on this 
fcore. In the mean while, we muft content ourfelves 
with the few fpecimens he has given us in the Swedifti 
Tranfa<5tions, in which he has inferted, and ftill continues 
occafionally to infert, the various difcoveries he has made 
on the continent of Africa. 

Our author having, in December 1775, during his ab- 
fence from his native country, been promoted to the degree 
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of do6tor of phyfic, was on his return home made a mem- 
ber of the Royal Academy at Stockboltriy and of feveral other 
learned focieties. After the death of the great entomologift 
Baron de Geer, who had engaged Dr. Sparrman to live 
with him at his houfe, the Baron having bequeathed his 
magnificent colle<5lion of natural curiofities to the Aca- 
demy, our author was made infpedlor of it. He was 
like wife inverted by his royal mafter with the nominal dig- 
nity of profeflbr of phyfic : and, on refigning to his fuc- 
ceflbr the charge of prefident of the Academy of Sciences, 
after having held it for the fpace of three months, pro- 
nounced an oration " on the augmentation and advantages 
which fcience in general, and more particularly that of 
natural hiftory, have acquired, and are farther likely to 
acquire, from exploring the Pacific Ocean." Publiflied at 
Stockholm in 1778. 

To this ihort account of the author it may be neceffary 
to add, that we have taken the liberty of reforming the 
orthography of moft of the places mentioned in the courfe 
of the work, both with refped: to the map and to the 
work itfelf : the author, whofe purfuit was things and not 
words, having been carelefs in his language, and more 
efpecially in his nomenclature, to a high degree : as like- 
wife that we have adopted moft of the notes, together with 
the divifions into chapters and fe€tions given in the German 
tranflation, as rendering the following fheets more intelli- 

VoL. L a gible, 
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gible, and greatly relieving the attention of the reader* 
We alfo beg leave farther to obferve, that this Englilh 
edition contains the figures of three animals more than arc 
to be found in the original : two of thefe, the Ratel and 
the Dwarf-mice, having been fent to us by the author^^, 
and the third, viz. the Leafnuifedt, having. been copied 
from the Swedifh Tranfa<5lions. Having mentioned thefe. 
particulars^ we will no longer treipais on the reader's time 
and patience, but leave this work, which, to ufe the words 
of Mr. George Forster,. the author's friend and German 
editor, is adapted io every clafs of readers^ in the hands of 
its bell judge andproteftor, the Public. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



IN the month of September I had occaiion to think of 
making a voyage to the fouthernmofl promontory of 
Africa. What gave rife to this defign, was the following 
■circumftance. 

The ingenious Captain Ekeberg, who never negledts 
any opportunity of promoting the interefls of fcience, had, 
daring a Ihort vilit he had made to the Cape of Good Hope, 
made it his bulinefs to obtain permiflion to fend thither a 
natural hiftorian. 

But in order that this perfon, in the courfe of his 5re- 
fearche^s after plants, infedts, and other objedts of his 
inquiry, might not run the rifque of being cohfidered as 
a fpy on the country and its government, and at the fame 
time that he might compals his intentions with as little 
expenc€ as poflible, it was agreed that he fliould inftrudt 
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the children of the relident in Falfe-bay in geography, 
"French, and mathematics* 

M. Ekeberg was no flranger to the turn I had for natural 
hiftory, having been acquainted with it in the courfe of a 
voyage to Canton in China, which I had the happinefs to 
make under his command, in the years 1765 and 17 66* 
He therefore had me in view when he thought on this^ 
voyage to the Cape. 

I accepted this offer with the greateft pleafure, as I hadl 
long wilhed for an opportunity of feeing diflant parts of 
the world. Still, however, it depended entirely on the 
fpecial favour of the directors of the Royal SwedifhEaft- 
India Company, whether I could be allowed a paflage in 
fome veffel bound for the Cape and Canton. 

M. Ekeberg, therefore, mentioned my intended voyage 
to the board, as likely to be of fervice to fcience. From 
the confideration of fo fpecious an objedl, I was flattered 
by thefe gentlemen with the greateft hopes of fuccefs in 
my application, till fuch time as, in conformity to theii- 
ftatutes, a written petition, fhould be prefented to them on 
this fubjedt. 

The late ArcHiater Linnaeus, as zealous for the 
advancement of his favourite fcience as he was deeply 
fkilled in it, heard of this with peculiar pleafure ; and, in 
his own name, drew up a petition for the voyage to be 
made. 

The 
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The diredors^^ well knowing, that a well-regulated com- 
merce as well as navigation in general, has its foundation 
in fcience, and at the fame time receives Hght from it, 
while this, in return, derives fupport from, and owes its 
extenfion to the two former, not only confented to what I 
requefted, but likewife, in their great kindnefs, exceeded 
my defires. 

In fadt, they ordered that I Ihould have my pafTag^ 
gratis from Gottenburgh to the Cape, together with every 
convenience, in one of their Ihips, called the Cajlle of 
Stockholm^ which, it was expedted, would be ready to fail 
on the Chriftmas following. The laft-mentioned place 
was pitched upon, for the firft ftation to be reforted to for 
the purpofe of taking in refrelhments in our way to China, 

Before I begin the journal of my travels, I muft affure 
every gentleman of a hearty welcome,, who intends doing 
me the honour to accompany me in them by means of 
this paper-conveyance, provided he will deign to be pleafed; 
with his entertainment.. 



* Baron Fabian Loeven* 
Meflieurs Peter Theodore Koenigw. 

— Martin Holterman. 

I David of Sandeberg. 

» — John Abraham Grill. 

. John Malm Ericsson. 

I. , . I >— Charles Gopfrby Kvsel* 
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A man who travels to a great diftance from home, can 
'never meet with the objedls of his refearches in the order 
and arrangement that he himfelf would wifli : how then 
fhould he be able to dilpofe and arrange his travels upon 
paper, agreeably to every one's peculiar tafte and liking ? 
For my ftyle, which, in confequence of my being unufed 
to compofition, is fometimes fo unequal, as well as un- 
happy in point of expreffion, that I have frequently been 
diipleafed with, it myfelf, I have certainly need, more 
•than moft authors, to entreat the reader's kind indulgence. 
In fadl, all my writing for thefe many years paft, has 
conllfted chiefly in Ihort notes and memorandums, ex- 
prefled fometimes in one language and fometimes in 
another, (juft as my occupations and the part of the 
world I was in gave occafion to) and fometimes in many 
languages blended together in one. From this medley I 
have now tranflated and exprefled in a more difFufe ftyle, 
. and in my native language, \yhat I had formerly fet down, 
in the manner above-mentioned, by way of memorandum 
only. And though I do this with pleafure, conceiving 
it to be a duty I owe to my curious and fpeculative coun- 
trymen, yet the performance of this talk is by no means 
unattended with anxiety ; inafmuch as on account of the 
want of pradtice for many years, proceeding from my 
attention to affairs of greater importance, I do not find 

myfelf 
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myfelf able to come up to the reader's wifhes in this par- 
ticular. 

Neverthelefs, though I can pledge myfelf for the prin- 
cipal article requifite in all compolitions of this kind, viz. • 
for the truth of the occurrences here related, it will be of 
no avail, if at the fame time I am confidered as being un- 
fuccefsful in the choice of my materials, in the variety and 
iincommonnefs of my adventures, and laftly, in the ftyle 
and manner in which they are prefented to the public. 
Indeed, it has been given me to underftand, that ' from 
one, whom a reftlefs fpiritof curiofity has enticed from his 
native country, to follow the calls of deftiny all round 
the globe, and more particularly through the land of the 
Hottentots and the wild and defert regions of Africa, from 
fuch a man accounts are expected of a mod entertaining 
and wonderful import. Nor is this expectation abfolutely 
ill-founded. Nature has prefented herfelf to me in various 
Ihapes, ever worthy of admiration, often enchanting, and * 
fometimes terrible, and clothed with horror. But at the 
fame time I mull apprife the reader, that a great many 
prodigies and uncommon appearances, about which I have 
frequently been alked by many, who have been brought 
to entertain thefe conceits by perufing the defcriptions of 
others, are not to be found in my journal. Men with 
one leg, indeed, Cyclops, Syrens, Troglodytes, and the 
like imaginary beings, have almoft entirely difappeared: 
a . in 
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in this enlightened age* At the fame time, however, 
many have been hitherto induced to give credit to tales 
almoft as marvellous, with which authors, who have 
before me vifited and defcribed the Hottentots, have fea- 
foned their relations, in order to make them go down the 
better with the public. So that the reader muft not be 
furprized to find my narrative frequently differ much from 
thofe of various of my predeceflbrs ; and at the fame time, 
I Ihall now and then be obliged to take tip my own and 
his time with fome very earneft flridlures on what they 
have advanced. Otherwife, in fadl, the public would have 
reafon to doubt of my own veracity. 

I muft here likewife previoufly inform the reader, that 
I do not undertake to give a full and complete hiftory of the 
Cape of Good Hope, but merely the refylt of my own 
obfervations, together with fuch accounts as I have been 
able to collect, concerning whatever is remarkable in this 
part of the world. A deficiency of this^kind may, perhaps, 
€ven in matters of importance, meet with a ready excufe 
from many of my readers, when it is confidered, that without 
being either rich myfelf, or in the leaft fupported by others, 
I undertook an expedition, which, when confidered with 
- refpedt to thefe circumftances, will appear to be of no fmall 
extent. The whole of the fum that I took out with me to 
l)ear my travelling expences was about twenty-five rix- 
dollars, and what, by dint of CEConomy, I had made my- 
felf 
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felf mafter of by the time I got home, amounted to fome- 
wbat mc«-e than double that fum. 

Thus fo far was I from being able to purchafe colledlions, 
or to obtain at my eafe, and with money only, opportu- 
nities of enlarging the fphere of my knowledge, that I 
even could not poflibly arrive at them without great trou- 
ble and danger. In this cafe, I have been obliged to con- 
tent my felf with what fortune has thrown in my way, as 
I may fay, gratis. 

The arranging by way of journal the occurrences and 
events which I have defcribed, though in certain refpcdts 
it be not the beft method, is yet, in general, the moft 
natural. In order to acquire an adequate idea of a variety 
of objects out of the great number of thofe that have prc- 
fented themfelves, it conduces not a little to know on what 
days they were feen. 'Jn fail, the time, the manner, and 
the order, in which they occur, are accidental circum- 
ftances from which much light may be derived. But the 
greateft advantage accruing from this method is, that hereby 
it becomes eafier both for the writerand reader to diftinguifli, 
what is the a£lual refult of the author's own experience, 
from what he has, in default of this, been obliged to advance 
on the ftrength of the information given him by others. 

At the fame time, in order to come to a more fpeedy 
and plealing conclufion of the travels themfelves, certain 
defcriptions, critical ftriitures, and refledlions are deferred 

Vol. I. b for 
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for the prefent, which will be inferted at the ^nd of the 
fecond volume^*, partly in the form of notes to this, and 
partly conftituting diftin<ft heads by themfelves. Above 
two thoufand of the productions of nature hitherto un- 
known, which, in confequence of a moderate degree of 
attention only, I have difcovered in Africa, (a country in 
many refpe6ts very different from the reft of the globe) but 
have not been able as yet fully to arrange and put in order, 
cannot haVe place here, either defcribed at full length, or 
in the more cbmpreffed form of Iketches and definitions. 

* This fecond volume^ if it (hould ever appear, muft evidently be confidered as a 
work of a very different nature from the prefent : the tranflator, therefore, did Dot 
think himfelf bound to take any notice of it in the titlc'page. 
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r turn, when hunted, arid hunt their purfucrs. Tyger-wolf, or hysena, 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 



C H A P. I. 
VOYAGE FROM GOTTENBURGH to THE CAPE. 

ON the loth day of January, in the year 1772, F >77«« 
failed from Gottenburgh in the Caftle of Stockholm \\„^^f^ 
a ihip belonging to the Swedifti Eaft-India Com- 
pany. The wind was favourable, fo that we foon dif- 
mifled our pilots, and even in a Ihort time loft light 
of the delightful paftures of Sweden. We found the 
weather, as it ufually is at this cold feafon, fome- 
thing milder in the open fea, than it was upon the 
■coaft. The Swedifli Eaft-Indiaman, the Louifa, deftined 
for Cadiz, to take in refrefhments there, with money 
Vol. I. B for 
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iJiu^* ^^^ ^^^^ fhips, kept us company till we pafled the north of 
\,r)rU Scotland. The ftormy weather however, ufual in thefe 
parts, and at this time of the year, made us feparate before 
we intended it. The wind blowing ftill ftronger likewife, 
carried away our main-top-fail, though it was quite new, 
and made of a ftrong cloth. The damages were reckoned 
to amount to fevcral hundred rix-dollars. 

This ravage and deftru6lion afforded in itfelf neverthe- 
lefs a fine fpedlacle, which to me was entirely new. 
Sudden gufts of rain now combined with the night to 
Ihrowd every thing in darknefs. Let th6 reader reprefent 
to himfelf for a moment the foaming billows on all fides 
furrounding the fliip, and fwelling up fometimes even to 
our yard-arms ; while the long fhivers of the top-fail got 
loofe, and, being white, were diftmdtly difcerned waving 
to and fro in a moft alarming manner, and at length to- 
tally vaniftied through the darkened air. At the fame 
time the violence of the wind caufed thofe parts of the 
fails which yet remained on tlie maft, together with the 
ends of the broken cordage, to beat about with the greateft 
Vioknce> making fuch a crafii withal, as for a time to 
drown every other noife. 

This fpe£lacle did not make the lefs impreflion, when 
by degrees we could better diftinguilh the roaring of the 
Jfea, the fwell of the waves, the bluftering of the wind, 
and the crackling noife made by the mafts and the joints 
of the planks ; efpeci^ly when to all this was added, the 
captain continually roaring out, and anfwered in the fame 
fkrain by the men at the helm, Jlar-board or port^ accord- 
ingly as the ftem of the fliip heaved to right or left ; not 
8 to 
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to mention the ufual noife and buftle from all quarters of p^{,^^; 
the deck, the failors and tackhng being in conftant agitation v^^yn^ 
and motion. 

On the 2d day of February in the afternoon, when we 
had got to 34 deg. 22 min. N. lat. i deg. 32 min. eall qf 
the meridian of Paris, a fhip at a diftance fired feveral guna, 
thereby giving us to underftand that flie was in diftrefs, 
and defirous to fpeak with us. We accordingly waited for 
her coming up, and found her to be a Dutch Eaft- India- 
man, called the Diepenbroek, hound homewards, and com- 
manded by Capt. Conrad Loun. They had loft their 
rudder, and in confequence of the great fwell of the fea, 
had not been able to lalh on another ; on which account 
likewife the Ihip had got fo far out of her eourfe. The 
crew were emaciated to a great degree, and iri want both 
of water and provifions. Our commander m^4e them a 
prefent of as much of both as their long-boats were able 
to carry ; but at length, the night coming on, and the wind 
blowing up frefher, they were deprived of that farther de- 
gree of afliftance, which every one of us very much wiftied 
to give them. Even our common failors not only fliewed, 
great compaffion on their parts, but aflifted them effec- 
tually out of their own ftock with tobacco, and other re- 
frefhments. 

On the lath day of February, juft under the tropic, or 
24 deg. 5 1 min. N. lat. we faw a marine animal feven or 
eight feet long, known to fea-faring men by the name of ' 
the fea devil. It is reported by writers of voyages, to be 
very dangerous to the people engaged in the pearl-fifliery. 
In a voyage 1 formerly made to China, I happened to fee 
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Mareh. °^® ^^ thefe animals, and on examining it, concluded it to 
^•v^^ be a fpecies of ray. 

On the 2 1 ft day of February at fix in the evening, 
3 deg. 24. min. N. of the equator, we obferved a beautiful 
meteor. It was like a red hot cannon-ball^ which waved 
to and fro with a gentle whizzing noife, dire<5tly over our 
veffel, and between the maft-tops ; but notwithftanding 
what the failors prognofticated from it, it did not feem to 
bring with it any change of weather. 

On the 4th day of March we pafled the line, when a 
great number of idle ceremonies were performed according 
to cuftom. 

On the 5th, at about 37 deg. S. lat. and ai deg. wefl 
of Paris, befide the ufual lights that frequently appear 
iparkling, as it were, on the furface of the fea, there was 
feen in the night a ftrong gleam of light, called by the 
failors maarjkeen, or fea-lhine. It appeared chiefly in a 
round form of three feet diameter, and was like a glow- 
ing light throughout its whole extent. As the fliape 
of it was fometimes changed to an oblong, it was con- 
jedlured, from this circumftance, to be occafioned by the 
dalhing of the fea. With luminous bodies of this kind 
the whole extent of the ocean was now adorned, fome- 
times at the diftance of feveral times the length of the 
lliip from each other, and fometimes only a few feet 
afunder. We were not fo fortunate to have it in our 
power to examine them nearer. 

The wind at times blew frefh, being fometimes accom- 
panied with heavy fliowers of rain. The next day there 
was nothing uncommon to be obferved on the furface of 
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the fea, that might be confidered as the caufe of this J77^- 

° ' March. 

luminous appearance. A night or two before this, we had \^y^ 
already begun to perceive fome of thefe lights. The wea- 
ther at that time was only overcaft. Some of the moft 
experienced among the failors informed me, that thefe 
lights were met with particularly in the north feas, as well 
as in the creeks on the coaft of Mexico; and that from 
thefe appearances they ufed to prognofticate a fpeedy 
change in the weather. The lights that are ufually feen 
in the fea are fuppofed to proceed partly from the confti^ 
tuent parts of the fea itfelf, and partly from the filh and 
other kinds of infinitely fmall animals which have their abode 
there. But with refpedt to the maarjkeen^ I have not found 
any navigators fpeak of them. Are they not occafioned 
by fbme flimy or gelatinous animals (fuch as the mollufca)j 
which only of nights, at certain places, and in confequcnce 
of certain changes of the atmofphere, rife to the furface 
of the fea? The fame rifing and finking motion, which 
I now obferved in thefe animals, I remember to have per* 
ceived in the Medufcdj particularly in the year 1775, in the 
bays about the Cape of Good Hope, after my return from 
my voyage round the world. At that time it had been 
ftormy the whole preceding night, with a great part of the 
following morning ; when, to my great amazement, after 
fo long a voyage, I now, for the firft time, faw thefe marine 
animals in fuch quantities, as to form a thick mafs of fe- 
veral fathoms depth, as if they had been prefled down 
together. Where they were coUeded into a thinner mafs, 
one might difcern that one part of them was blue, ano- 
ther of a ftame colour, and another again of a lighter 
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March ^^^^* They were moftly of the form of a necklace {fnonili-^ 
V^vo fonneSj) and at that time were probably driven together in fo 
great numbers by the florm ; fo that the great quantities of 
maarjkeen occurring here, ferve to give a ftill greater degree 
of probability to my conjecture. A fmall corner only of 
the fea, viz. ^ahle-bay^ at this time afforded nourilhment 
to more animals at once, than perhaps are to be found on 
the whole face of the earth. This opened to me a door, 
if 1 may be allowed the expreffion, to nature's copious 
florehoufe in the deep ; fo that at one hafty view I could 
get a glimpfe af that amaziog fuperfluity, which feeds 
millions of fifhes, and at the fame time lines the iafide of 
the whale, that great GololRis of the deep, with that oily 
fatnefs, with which it aboumls. 

From hence too it may be fairly concludetl, that it was 
thefe infe<Sts which the fat fea-lions and feals, diving and 
amphibious fowls, various kinds of albatrolfes, (diomedeoe) 
procellaritBi together with fea-g\ills of all forts, were in 
queft of, when I faw thefe latter fo afliduoufly hunting 
about near the Cape, and in the South Sea. 

On the 1 2th of April we got fight of the Cape, and 
came the fame day to anchor in Table-bay. 
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C H A 1>. II. 

Residence at the Cape of Good Hope till the 
Author's Voyage to the South Sea. 



SECT. I. 

Rejidence at Cape Town, 



T 



HE Cape is ufnally mentioned in too high terms 1772- 
by fea-faring men ; particularly by fuch as have been ^>^y>J 



there only for a fliort time. The reafon probably is, that 
jpeople, who are weary of a long and tedious voyage of 
feveral months duration, are ufually enchanted with the 
firft fpot of earth they fet foot upon, of which they after- 
wards make their reports according to the impreflion it 
firft made upon them. This is fo much more likely to 
happen with refpedt to the Cape, as mariners are feldom 
ufed to ftay there long enough to be weary of it. On the 
contrary, however, it is not unufual for failors to pine and 
grow uneafy even here, after having been fome months on 
Ihore, and to long to go to fea again. I have been informed 
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March ^y Captain Cook, that he, as well as Sir Joseph Banks 
Vi.xyO and Dr. Solander, prejudiced by the relations of others, 
confidered the Cape, the firft time they faw it, as the moll 
delightful and fertile place in the world. So that even the 
barren heaths to the north of the town, were at the fame 
time very innocently miftaken by them for fine fields of 
corn. 

For my part, not to lead my readers into any error con- 
cerning this point, the account I here give of the Cape has 
not been written without fome^^confideration. I muft, 
notwithftanding, previoufly remind 4:hem, that a view of the 
map inferted at the end of the book, will give the beft and 
cleareft idea of the pofition of the harbours and creeks of 
this part of the world, as well as of the names and fituation 
of the different mountains. By this means too, the follow- 
ing defcription will be the more eafily underflood. 

The town itfelf is the only one in the whole^ colony, 
and is properly called the Cape^ though this name is often 
injudiciouily given to the whole fettlement. The above- 
mentioned town is fituated between the (hore and the north 
fide of the mountain, which, in confideration of its appa- 
rent equality of furface, has obtained the name of the liable. 
According to the meafurement of the Abbe de la Caille, 
the fhore of this bay is 550 toifes above the furface of 
the fea, and 1344 toifes in length, when taken fromEaft 
to Weft ; the middlemoft part of it being fituated South- 
eaft of the town, and 2000 toifes from it. 

DuyviPs-Kopj (the DeviPs-Head^) called by the Eng- 
Jifli Charles. Mount a in j is in a great meafure conncdled 
with the "Table Mountain^ but is full 31 toifes lower, 

and 
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and at the fame time is peaked and bare. Leeuwen-Kopy j^yj^^^; 
called by the Englifh the Liorfs-Heady and likewifq the V^^vO 
Sugar-Loafy is a hill more leparated, but lefs elevated, 
than the former : the fame may be faid of its neighbour, 
the Leeuwen-Staarty called by the Englifli the Lwrfs-Rumpy 
and likewife the Liori's-'TaiL 

From one of thefe fignals are given by the firing of 
guns, for every veffel that comes that way, and appears 
bound for the harbour. When they approach ftill nearer, 
a flag is hoifted on this mountain, which ferves for a 
fignal to the captains of the Dutch fhips ; bvit nobody but 
they and the governor of the Cape are informed, how the 
colour of the flag is to be varied for each refpecSlive month. 
The intention of this regulation is, that a Dutchman who 
is coming into the harbour, may immediately know, if the 
harbour be fallen into the hands of the enemy, and ac- 
cordingly take care not to run into it. 

The above-mentioned hills are in a great meafure bare, 
and that pa^^ of Table-Mountain that looks towards the 
town is pretty fteep. The buflies and trees (if they may 
fo be called) which here and there grow wild, are ftunted 
partly by their own nature, and partly by the South-eaft 
and North- weft winds. Hence they, for the moft part, look 
dried up, with pale blighted leaves, and, upon the whole, 
have a miferable appearance. Some of them, fheltered 
by the cliffs, and at the fame time watered by the rills that 
run down the iides of the mountain, may perhaps be fome- 
what more healthy and vigorous ; but they are univerfally 
deficient in that lively verdure which adorns the oaks, 
vines, myrtles, laurels, lemon-trees. Zee. planted at the 

Vol. I. G bottom 



Digitized by 



Google 



^o A VOYAGE TO the 

March bottoiii near the town. Still farther on, the dry heathy 
v>^rO lands and fandy plains on the ftrand, contribute to give 
the country an arid and barren look. It muft be owned, 
indeed, that a confiderable quantity of the mod beautiful 
African flowers are fcattered up and down in different parts 
. during the fine feafon of the year ; but they cannot fliew 
their fplendid colours to any great advantage among the 
various kinds of grafs here, which are moftly perennial and 
of a pallid hue, among the dry buflies, and in the fields, 
which, at leaft near the Cape, are almoft continually grazed 
off. Thefe plains, therefore, are not capable of captivating 
the eye, nearly fo much as the European Flora, with her 
green meadows replete with annual grafs. I am ready to 
allow, indeed, that the verdant plantations, together with 
a few acres of arable land lying round the town, make a 
beautiful appearance, oppofed to the African wilds and 
deferts with which they are furrounded, and which ferve 
to fet them off to greater advantage ; but then it muft be 
owned that clipped and trimmed trees, with regular planta- 
tions of groves reared up by art, cannot fo long keep their 
ground in our tafte, as that lively verdure of nature which 
a European, at leaft after having refided for fome time at 
the Gape, cannot, in my opinion, fail to mifs. 

The town is fmall, about 2000 paces in length and 
breadth, including the gardens and orchards, by which 
one fide of it is terminated. The ftreets are broad, but 
not paved ; a great many of them are planted with oaks. 
The houfes are handfome, two ftories high at the moft ; 
the greateft part of them are ftuccoed and white-wafhed 
on the outfide, but fome of them are painted green : this 
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latter colour, which is never feen upon our houfes in 7'?; 

April. 

Sweden, being the favourite colour with the Dutch for ^^ty^^ 
their clothes, boats, and fliips. 

A great part of their houfes as well as churches are 
covered with a fort of dark-coulored reed {Rejlio te&ormn) 
which grows in dry and fandy places. It is fomewhat 
more firm than ftraw, but rather finer and more brittle. 

How this thatching is performed, certainly deferves the 
confideration of our country gentlemen and men of landed 
property ; and a defcription of it will be given by Captain 
Ekeberg on fome other occafion. The reft of the houfes 
in the Cape are covered with what is called Italian tiling, 
which refembles the flat tiles we ufe for floors. 

The company's gardens, fo differently fpoken of by 
KoLBE, Byron, and Bougainville, are the largeft in the 
town, being 400 paces' broad and 1000 long, and confift- 
ing of various quarters planted with cale, and other kinds 
of garden fluff", for the governor's own table, as well as 
for the ufe of the Dutch fliips and of the hofpital. Fruit- 
trees are planted in fome of the quarters, which, in order 
to (helter them from the violence of the South -eafl wind, 
are furrounded with edges of myrtle and elm. Befides 
this, the greater walks are ornamented with oaks thirty 
feet high, which by their fhade produce an agreeable cool- 
nefs, and are much reforted to by the flrangers that vifit 
the port, and chufe to walk in the heat of the day. 

The four quarters that lie neareft to the governor's 
refidence, which is fituated in the pleafure-garden towards 
the north, have indeed fome beds of flowers in them ; but 
this pleafure-garden is very far from deferving the com- 
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^77.2- mendations beftowed upon it by Kolbe, who cries it up as 
OvO having no equal, and being ftored with the moft coftly 
plants from all parts of the world. At the end of the 
pleafure-garden and to the eaft of it, is the menagerie, 
palifaded and railed off, in which are Ihewn ^oJiricbeSy 
cafuariesy zebras^ and fometimes diflferent forts of antilopes^ 
and other fmaller quadrupeds, almoft all of them natives of 
the country. In another partition are kept various foreign 
and domeftic fowls. 

The fortifications lie fome hundred paces north of the 
town, being feparated from it by a verdant mead, which is 
cut through with canals and roads. On both fides of the 
town towards the fl:rand, batteries are placed ; and to the 
fouth, where the land is higher, are feen the burial grounds 
of the Chinefe and free Malays that live at the Cape; as 
well as one belonging to the Dutch, which has a wall 
round it. But what difgraces the town is a gallows, with 
racks and other horrid infl:ruments of torture, which the 
governor has lately ordered to be eredled in the place of 
honour, if I may fo call it, or oppofite to the fortification 
in the above-mentioned meadow. Befides this, the well- 
known hardnefs of heart of the Dutch fettled in the Indies, 
has Ihewn itfelf here by two other gibbets erected within 
fight of the town, viz. one on each fide of it. 

On the 30 th of April, being the morning after we 
came to anchor, I for the firfl: time fet foot upon African 
ground. The firfl: thing I did was to wait upon the go^ 
vemor. Baron Joachim von Plettenberg, to whom I 
paid my refpedls, and intimated my wifli to live under his 
prote<5tion. As foon as he was informed of> the nature of 
I my 
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my appointment, he granted my requeft without the leaft j^^;^- 
difficulty ; and foon oflfered me the privilege of pradlifing 
phyfic, as I had given him to underftand, that it had been my 
principal ftudy. Upon the whole, I received great civilities 
from many members of the regency, particularly from 
the commander of the troops, Baron van Prehm, who 
was an African born; but, what is very rare with his 
countrymen, and to his honour muft be mentioned, he 
had vifited Europe, and was a lover of fcience. Neither 
mull it be paffed over in lilence, that he had ferved in the 
capacity of a rPruffian aide de camp in the laft German war ; 
and, as a proof of his having been in the wars, bore about 
him the fears of feveral wounds. As it may give pleafure 
to fuch as are fond of hearing that merit meets with its re- 
ward, I will add, that he returned invefted with the place 
he now enjoys, and about the fame time made his fortune^ 
by marrying the iineft woman in the whole colony. 
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S E C T. II. 



Refidcnce at Bay Falfo. 



"^iiV A LTHOUGH I had already been fome days at the 
.kJ^^^ "^^^ Capey I had not yet had an opportunity to fee the 
refident, (now lieutenant-governor) whofe children I was to 
inftrudl. The reafon was, that he was gone to Bay Falfoj 
about eighteen miles from the Cape, in order to receive 
and make provifion for the fhips which had juft before 
run into the Bay. I therefore fet out to pay him a vifit 
there ; but flaid over night at a refpe(5table yeoman's, to 
whom I was addrefled, in order that he might be my 
guide. Here I for the firft time found, what inconve- 
niences a man is expofed to, who does not underfland the 
language of the people among which he lives. I had 
made a fhift to pick up a little German in my voyage from 
^Gottenburgh to the Cape ; but this was but of very little 
fervice, either towards my making myfelf underftood in 
this place, or towards my underflanding a Dutchman in 
his language. The neceffity, however, that I was under 
of communicating my thoughts, contrary to what I had 
fuppofed, increafed my power of comprehending others, 
-as well as that of exprefling my own meaning. My 
Jioft, who was very inquifitive with regard to affairs 
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in Europe, as well as defirous to get forxje information on JJl^- 
medical fubjedts, was inceffantly propounding his queftions ^<J^rij 
to me, as well as he could> in the German tongue. I, on 
my fide, repeated my anfwers again and again, exprefling 
them, in I myfelf did not know what language. It fliould 
feem, that the German, Swedifh, and Dutch languages 
have a great analogy to, and much in common with each 
other ; but the great difference in the pronunciation of 
them, as well as in their dialedls, feldom allows one to per- 
ceive the fimilitude. My phlegmatic hoftefs, who flood 
by with open mouth to overhear our converfation, without 
underftanding one fingle word of it, relying upon my ig- 
norance of the language, alked her hufband, whether any 
thing elfe than abfolute want of the neceffaries of life ia 
Europe could poffibly induce me, and many other ftran- 
gers, to come to refidc in Africa ? This remark Ihewed, 
that Ihe had conceived very indifferent notions of flrangers ; 
and was the more difficult for me to digeft, as they had 
given me a very moderate fupper, confifting of ftewed 
red cabbage, meat preferved with pepper, and gritty bread. 
I mention this, however, only as a proof, that the Afri- 
cans, ignorant of every thing beyond the limits of their 
own habitation, univerfally entertain moft advantageous 
and flattering ideas with refpe(5t to their own country. 

The next morning I arrived at Bay Falfo. The refi- 
dent there promifed to perform his engagement with 
Captain Ekeberg, and likewife conferred upon me im- 
mediately the poft of interpreter between him and the 
French, who came to that harbour. The politenefs of 
this nation, in conjeduring what one is going to fay, and 

at 
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\77|^- at the fame time corredting aa improper expreflion in their 
K^^^-rsJ language in the moft infinuating manner, when one 
makes ufe of one, was at this jiincSlure extremely agreeable 
to me ; and the more fo, as I had not the leaft knowledge 
of the (lialedt and terms in ufe among them in India. In 
this kind of civility, which proceeds from a good difpofi-^ 
tion as well as a good education, many of the inhabitants 
of the Cape, the fair fcx in particular, were moft la- 
mentably deficient. On this account, the Europeans are 
apt to conceive rather unfavourable ideas of the politenefs 
of the African colonifts. However this be, thefe latter 
learn very little of any foreign language, though they are 
otherwife indefatigable in their application to trade, and 
every thing that tends to their emolument ; and although 
the income of the wholQ colony, as well as the particular 
intereft of moft of the inhabitants, depends entirely on 
their trade with foreigners* 

. The next day I went back again to the Cape, to fetch my 
baggage from on board of fhip, and take leave of my friends* 
I could not help being tenderly affefted at parting from them, 
and indeed this was th6 laft tinie that I faw many of them. 
It was not till I had loft fight of the Swedilh colours, that 
I felt myfelf an abfolute ftranger on the African coaft. 

During the few days, however, that I yet had to ftay in 
town, I enjoyed the greateft felicity in the company of an 
old Uj>/a/ chum. Dr. Thunberg, now demonflxator in 
that univeriityt whofe tafte for botany had induced him to 
undertake a voyage to this remoteft point of Africa* He 
travelled at the expence of fome gentlemen in Holland, 
and had come hither with a Dutch Ihip a few days after 

me* 
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me. Nothing could have happened more unexpeiSbed to ^\l( 
him, than to fee in perfon at the Cape, a man whom, agree- v^^yO 
able to the latefl advices, he now fuppofed to be at Upfal, 
engaged in courfes of academical ledlures ; nor could 
any thing be more pleafing, than to receive the letters 
which I brought him from his friefads and relations. 

I was foon however obliged to return to 'Faif^bayy by 
which means I loft the company of my coilntryman, who 
alone could make the Cape for me a little Sweden ; and ren- 
der our favourite ftudy, which we both applied to in com- 
mon, ftill ijiore eafy and delightful. , In the meanwhile, 
perhaps none but a lover of natural hiftory can imagine, 
what pleafure we enjoyed together among the herbs and 
flowers. At firft, almoft every day was a rich harveft of 
the rareft and moft beautiful plants ; and I had almoft 
faidj that at every ftep we made one or more new difco- 
veries. And as I had many Swedifti friends, and parti- 
cularly the great Linnaeus, always prefent in my memory, 
every duplicate or triplicate .of the plants that I gathered, 
gave me a fenlible pleafure ; though my covetoufnefs for 
myfelf and my friends, frequently induced me to gather 
more than I was able to attend to, and dry in a proper 
manner. This, doubtlefs, happens more or lefs to every 
botanift, who travels into foreign parts : but, befides this 
circumftance, I was not a little taken off, by my bufinefs 
with the refident, from the more agreeable application to 
my beloved fcience. 

By this means I was often deprived of opportunities of 
inveftigating fome of thofe plants that I had colledted : I 
therefore negle<£ted noopportunity offending to Sir Charles 
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'77?- LiNMiEUS duplicates of every thing I found, together with 
w«^Y^C my remarks upon them. Unfortunately this great man*s 
illnefs, declining years, and intervening death, have prevent^ 
ed us long from feeing them in print, in a Mantijfa tertia, 

I was now to refide in Falfe-bay till the end of the 
winter, which is called the bad feafon (in Dutch, quaade 
mouffbHi) and is reckoned from the 14th of May till the 
14th of Auguft, It is not diftinguiihed by any particu- 
lar degree of cold ; for we had frequently at this time the 
fineft fummer days. Once or twice there fell fome hail, 
but I never faw any fiiow. We had fometimes the moft 
violent ftiowers of ram, and that moftly for feveral days 
in continuation, by which means the air was very fenfibly 
cooled. We were not unfrequently troubled with the 
north-weft wind, and this is principally the reafon why the. 
Dutch (hips, at the time of year before-mentioned, have 
been ordered to run into ^able-bay, ever lince the year 
l^^^\ when, out of ten fhips belonging to that. nation, 
lying there, eight were caft on fliore and loft. This like- 
wife has induced the Dutch company to have ready at hand 
every neceflary for their ftiips, under the infpedtion of the 
Relident at Falfe-bay. They have erecSted here an exten- 
live magazine, which at the fame time includes forges and 
baking-houfes, with houfe-room for the workmen, who 
do the whole duty of the guard, and are commanded by a 
ferjeant and two corporals. The flaughter-houfe makes a 
diftinA building by itfelf, as do likewife the relident's 
houfe and the hofpital. About the time of my departure 
from Africa, they were building another large and hand- 
fome houfe for the accommodation of the Governor, when 
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he chufes to retire thither for his pleafure. Good frefti I77.v 
water is conveyed from the neighbouring hill to a quay, V^ys^ 
where it is very convenient for ufe. A tradefman or two 
have got leave to build an inn here, in which, however, there 
is not always room and conveniencies fufficient to receive all 
fuch as, after a long fea-voyage, are defirous of refrelhing 
themfelves on fliore ; the Ihips that land here being chiefly 
fuch as contain not much above twenty paflengers. Board 
and lodging are paid for here as at the Cape^ from one rix- 
dollar to one and a half a day ; a tolerable good table is like- 
wife ufually kept here, and the attendance is none of the 
worft. A perfon that wilhes to go poft from Falfe^bay to 
the Cape^ a diftance of about (ixteen miles, will find it com- 
paratively dear enough. Three or four rix-dollars muft be 
paid for a faddle-horfe, and from twelve to fixteen for a 
waggon ; which is, for the moft part, inconvenient, and 
ufually drawn by three or four pair of horfes, or elfe by 
the fame number of oxen. 

Excepting in the winter, Falfe-'bay is feldom or ever 
vifited by any ihips, as the fouth-eaft wind, which pre- 
vails at every other time of the year, makes this Bay in 
many refpe<Sls inconvenient ; blowing with fuch violence, 
as to cover two hills there with a thick layer of drift fand, 
all along from the ftrand up to their very tops. This ridge 
of fand is feen from afar from the mouth of the harbour, 
and ferves as a beacon for Ihips ; for Simori's-bayL^ which 
is the place where they are to anchor, lies diredly to the 
left, or fomething more to the fouth. The breadth of 
Falfe-^bay is not fo great, but that in clear fine weathen 
one may fee from Simons-bay the lands laying oppofite in 
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^77^^^^ the eaft, or the Scbaapen-Bergen (Sheep-Mountains) in Hot^ 
Ky^^-Kj tentots Holland \ and with a perfpedlive glafs, one may even 
diftinguilh the houfes in the laft mentioned place. 

From the point of land, called the Cape of Good Hope, 
ftraight on to the town itfelf, there extends a chain of 
hills, which, following the courfe of the ftrand in Simon\^ 
bay^ is continued to the northemmoft part or bottom of 
Falfe-bay ; and afterwards, ftriking off to the weftward to 
Conjlantia^ goes on to the north of it, to join T'ahle^ 
Mountain. This range of mountains, however, reckon- 
ing from Simon^'bay^ is intercepted in two places, viz. 
firft, by means of a dale near Conjiantia^ through which the 
road goes to Hout-bay ; and next, by a fandy vale a little 
to the north of SimorC^-bay. Through this vale there is 
a ihort way between the weftern and eaftern coafts ; and 
in all probability it was formerly a fmall ftraight or found, 
which has been gradually filled up with its prefent foil by 
the winds and furge of the fea. The whole of the low 
lands, confifting of fandy plains and tracks of heathy 
country to the eaft of the town, was in all likelihood formed 
in the fame manner ; and the Cape of Good Hope was in 
the beginning an ifland, which was not conne<Sled with 
the Tiger-Mountain and Ihore of Hottentots Holland, but 
by degrees, and in the courfe of time. It is, in my 
opinion, particularly with fand, fea-fliells, trunks of trees, 
and fuch like rubbifh, that the fea has thus encroached 
upon the land, and fet itfelf narroM er limits. To this the 
violence of the fouth-eaft wind in Falfe-bay contributes 
not a little, as it fometimes tears up hedges, trees, and 

vegetables 



Digitized by 



Google 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 21 

vegetables of all kinds by the roots, at the fame time ^^^y 
cafting up high ridges of fand, as I mentioned before. v.^'w^ 

Even "Table-bay is by degrees grown lliallower ; fo that 
the houfe that is built by the fea-lliore is now farther from 
it, and time after time they have been obliged to lengthen 
the quay that has been made in the harbour. Farther, 
in refpe6l to this circumftance, I can refer to the Ihells of 
different fizes that I found in the fandy parts of a meadow* 
a little below Tiger-Mountain. An ingenious and fenlible 
yeoman, Cornelius Verve y by name, who condudled 
me to this place, lituated at the diftance of about two 
leagues from the fea-fhore, was like wife of opinion, that 
the fea-lhells were left in that place, after the fea had 
retired from it, but were by no means brought thither by 
the Hottentots, as thefe people could not poffibly live there 
on account of the want of water. 

The road between the Cape and Falfe-bay is very heavy 
and tedious, and even fometimes dangerous. At this latter 
place, at the time that the fouth-eaft wind prevails, there is 
wont to be fo high a tide, that the fea, even at its loweft ebb, 
at fome places rifes up to the foot of the mountains, which 
partly encompafs this extenfive harbour; fo that one is 
obliged to travel for a long way (as it were) below the Ihore, 
though the breakers, as they are called, or furf of the fea, 
often rifes above the nave of the wheels, and even into the 
^ody of the waggon; nay, it fometimes feems as if it would 
carry out to fea waggon, horfes, and all. For wliich reafon 
they have in general extremely ftrong and fubftantial wag- 
gons, and fleady horfes, that are accuftomed to this kind of 
work, together with fober and ;(kilful drivers, fo that an 
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]^^7?- accident of this kind cannot eafily happen : relying upon 
W^v-O thefe, people fofnetimes even drive a little below the fea- 
Ihore, as the fands are there prefled down and even; 
whereas higher up they are loofe, deep, and heavy. In 
a large plain, that clofes up the north lide of Falfe-bay^ 
there is a confiderable field of fand, through which the 
road is carried. This the violent rains, that fall in the 
winter feafon, joined to a higher tide than ufuali are wont 
fometimes to lay entirely under water ; fo that travellers 
are in danger of getting up to the middle in holes and pits. 
Some accidents of this kind happened the winter that I was 
there. 

Ships of various nations, Englifh, French, and parti- 
cularly the Dutch Eaft-Indiamen, anchored this feafon in 
Simotfs-'bay. The principal officers and paflengers of this 
nation lodged chiefly with the refident; confequently at 
meal-times, various European dialeds, together with the 
languages ufed in commerce with the Indians, viz. the 
Malay, and a very bad kind of Portuguefe, were fpoken all 
at one time ; fo that the confufion was almoft equal to that 
of the Tower df Babel. The diflimilitude likewife in 
manners and behaviour was fometimes equally great. A 
circutnftance that occurred on this occalion, and that ap- 
peared to me extremely lingular, deferves to be mentioned. 
When the ftrangers of other nations began their defert, 
two Dutch captains put on their hats and lighted their 
pipes. Upon this I alked fome Dutchmen that fat by me, 
whether this was not looked upon as unufual and impolite? 
I was anfwered, that tobacco was a more delicious defert, 
and had more charms for an old failor, than cakes and 
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fweet-meats ; and that this cuftom I alluded to% was flill \77^; 

^ ^ April. 

inore pradtifed in other places in the Eaft-Indies^ Indeed, V^v>^ 
I obferved at the Cape, that the Dutch commonly wore 
their hats in the houfe, and that even in company, without 
its being looked upon as the leaft breach of politenefs. At 
leaft the cuftom, which is conftantly pra6lifed in Europe, of 
carrying one's hat under /Due's arm, is ftill more unnatural. 
On the other hand, this practice, which cannot but be al- 
lowed to be highly abfurd, I never obferved in the Eaft- 
Indies. 

We often enjoyed the company of Englifli ladies, fome 
of whom even ftaid out our elegant defert of pipes and 
tobacco. Some of thefe ladies came from the Eaft-Indies, 
on their return from Europe, and fome from England. 
The married ones, to fee their hufbands, either at Bombay^ 
Madras^ or Bengali the unmarried ones, to get hufbands. 
Of the former, -fome had not feen their hufbands for feve- 
ral years, thefe not having been able to fend for them 
before, for want of having acquired money enough to 
keep houfe in the expenfive manner requifite in this part 
of the world. The latter feldom make the voyage in vain, 
being extremely welcome to fuch of the iingle men as 
have had time to acquire a tolerable Ihare of the treafures 
of India, but ftill have not been able to perfuade themfelves 
to wed the dark Indian beauties, (as many however are 
accuftomed to do) and have not had leifure to go to Europe, 
merely for the porpofe of chufing themfelves wives. It 
was therefore fuppofed, that fome of thefe beautiful tra- 
vellers were a^hially, in d manner, fent for by commtffion, 
chough not inferted vdl the invoice. 
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A7rii'. ^^ '^^^> however, as it may; they all, in the mean 
V^yO while, feemed highly deferving of rich and good hufbands, 
/ as well for their courage and refolution in venturing upon 
the ocean, as for many other fine qualities they were pof- 
fefled of. As they were always in the company and under 
the care of fome refpedtable married lady, nobody feemed 
to harbour the leaft doubt of their good conduit. On this 
occafion, the following anecdote defer ves to be mentioned. 
One of the ladies, who had fome time before pafTed by 
the Cape, had been fent for to be married to a certain 
governor. He, as foon as fhe arrived, was for perform- 
ing his engagements immediately ; but the lady pofitively 
refufed, and finally gave as a reafon for her conduit, that 
Ihe did not chufe to deceive him, for, during her voyage, 
file had betrothed herfelf to the captain of the fhip, who 
however was bafe enough to retrait his promife, although 
fhe feared that their connection might be produdtive of 
certain difagreeable confequences. The governor repaid 
her franknefs by the moft generous conduit ; and was not 
at all furprized that fhe fhould rather give her hand to a 
young fellow, who had befides had the advantage of being 
on the fpot, than wait in uncertainty for an elderly man, 
who was an abfolute ftranger to her, and was moreover at 
a diftance from her. He therefore married her himfelf 
without hefitation, after having in vain endeavoured to 
perfuade her falfe lover to take this ftep. 

The little ifland of Malagas^ in Falfe-bay^ is particularly 
reforted to h-^ penguins and feals ; and although Robben (or 
Seal Ifland) otherwife cii^tAPenguin Ifland, in ^^/f-^^, bears 
the name of the latter of thefe animals, yet they are feldom 

to 



Digitized by 



Google 



CAPE OP GOOD HOPE. 



^5 



to be feen there now, lince the ifland has been inhabited. ^7^|- 
But on Dajfen liland they are found in much greater quan- kJc^^J 
titles, inlbmuch that Ibmetimes a general fliooting party is 
made with advantage, to deftroy the feals there, for the fake 
of their blubber. Their fkins, though very good in their 
kind, are to be had very cheap, and are, as far as I know, 
in requeft only among the boors for tobacco-pouches, for 
which they are extremely well calculated, as they keep the 
tobacco from growing dry. I brought home with me th6 
ihiffed foetus of a pboca from the Cape. It is of the fam6 
fpecies with thofe that I inveftigated together with Meflrs. 
FoRSTER, and eat at New Zealand, Terra Del Fuego, and 
the Southern Tbule» The flelh, when the train-oil was pro- 
perly feparated from it, was really good and eatable, efpe- 
dally as in thofe places we could get nothing better : .we 
imagined, indeed, that it tafted like beef; but it muft be 
owned, that it had a difagreeable black hue. 

1 have opened the inteftines of divers phoca, nnd always 
found them empty, excepting a little fand and fmall fea- 
fliells, together with a few Hones from the lize of a nut 
to that of an tgg. The reafon of this emptinefs of the 
bowels may have been, either that thefe creatures have 
very ftrong digeflive powers, fo as fpeedily to difiblve the 
marine animals on which they probably live ; or elfe, that 
during their dwelling and copulating on (liore, they abftain 
'^ for a long time from all food whatever. 
Je^^. Various forts oi fea-fjb are taken at the Cape and Falfe- 
hay. At the latter place, they had juft caught the ele(Slric 
ray-jijby (raia torpedo j) but unluckily I chanced to be 
abfent, while it was yet alive, and experiments were made 
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^772j with it. Out of feveral that touched it, every one had felt (as 
w^ynJ it were) a ftrong eledlric fhock, the refident only excepted, 
who could handle this fifh without the leaft inconvenience* 
Whether he was in like manner infenfible to ordinary elec- 
tricity, he had never tried ; but it was very likely that this 
was the cafe, particularly as we find an inftance in Muss- 
chenbroek's IntroduB. to Nat. Pbil. § 832, No. 3, of three 
perfons, who were found to be exempt from the opera- 
tion of electricity, though the experiment was made on 
them more than once. I am befides, myfelf, acquainted 
with a man, who is faid to poffefs a great antiele(5tric power. 
From the refult of many experiments made with the tor- 
pedo'y and related in the Philofbphical Tranfadlions for the 
years 1773? 74> 7S> and 76, there appears to exift an 
incontrovertible analogy between eleiSlricity and the above- 
mentioned fifht 

The cancer norvegicus^ a kind of lobfter, is often eaten 

in the Bay. A fort of fnail or cockle, klipkaus {Haliotisj 

Linn.) from half a foot to a foot and a half in diameter, is 

ufually ftewed, but makes, in my opinion, a very unfavoury 

dilh. The fame may be faid of the fepia loligOy and the 

fepia odiopodiay which are made into foup, and are known 

to our failors by the name oi black-fi/h^ 2nd fea-cats^ an4 

to the Englilh by the name of cuttle-fijh. A fmall kind 

of oyfler is likewife found in a particular fpot in the Bay, 

and is kept by the governor for his own table. As to 

mufcles, I faw but few of them ; but in "Table-bay^ below 

the Lion-Mountain, they are found in great abundance, 

and have a delicious tafte. The myxine glutinofa^ was not 

eafy to be difcovered among the vermes: it is like an eel or a 
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fnake with a flat tail. Its mouth is formed by an oblong '^7^ 
aperture under its nofe, yet not tranfverfej but longitu- ^•yO 
dinal in the diredtion of its body, with double and move- 
able jaws well furnilhed with teeth. The bite of it is 
reported to occafion a difagreeable tumour, but not to be 
mortal. 

Among the vegetables that I found in Bay-Falfo, the 
cunonia capenfis was almoft the largeft tree there, though 
barely twice or three times the height of a man. It grows 
near the water, and contains in its peculizv Jlipu/a bivalva 
fagittataj a cream-like matter to appearance, but in fadl a 
vifcid or gummy fubftance. Various y&^/6d)r^ bloomed here 
towards the fpring, and required a good foil : but on the 
fopbora capenjisj there was found in particular a new fort 
of vifcum in great abundance. The antholyza athiopica 
grew from three to fix feet in height, with beautiful red 
flowers, being always round at no great diftance from the 
Ihore, and chiefly in the fliade of other plants. I met 
with it afterwards in the woods near the Cape, particularly 
in the Houtniquas. The antholyza maura ^'^, remarkable 
for its flowers, half white and half black, I found on one 
fpot only of the mountain near one of the rivulets, that 
trickle down jxift before the flaughter-houfe. A very 
fmall triandrous plant (Jlaminibus monadelphis) with com- 
paratively large but beautiful yellow flowers, in the fine 
part of the day adorned a large plat of ground with its 
open bloflbms, which however at other times were fo 
entirely clofed, as almoft to difappear. The calla (etbiopica 

♦ This compofes now a new genus, and is called by Dr. Thunberg the vjttUnia 
maura* 
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ApriV. delighted chiefly in moift places near the fea-fhore, and 
V^yO was in flower the whole winter. Proteas, ericas^ cornufeSy 
gnapbaliumSf gnidiasy ecbias, pbyliicaSy bruniaSf and peri- 
plocaSf two varieties of the myrica cerifera, together with 
cliffortiasy thejias, polygalas^ bertnannias and ajlersy were 
ftrewed promifcuoufly over the dry places on the declivity 
of the mountain. Quartered on the bare fand among thefe 
fome rejlm were feen, together with divers mefemhryan-' 
themums. The byobancbe fanguinea, a parajitic plant, 
towards fpring, began to throw out its blood-red tufts of 
flowers in the naked fand; an qfteofpermum or two, as 
well of the arboreous as berbaceous kind, were now and 
then likewife. found in the bare fand. ArSlotides, calm- 
dulasy and othonnmy throve chiefly in fandy places. On 
the mountain befides proteasy bruniasy diofmasy ericaSy and 
th.t Jiilbey we found indigoferasy erinufesy felagos, manukasy 
chironias of different kinds, together with a great number 
of gynandrous plants. We likewife found greens and 
kitchen-garden plants in great plenty at this inaufpicious 
time of the year. Towards fpring, divers forts of ixiasy 
gladiolufesy moreasy oxalifesy mejembryantbetmtmsy ant'tr- 
rbinumSy and even varipus beautiful fmall irifesy feveral 
inches high, with the corolla partly white and partly blue, 
began to pufh out of the ground. 

Of the plants which we met with at this Qx)t, and 
which coniifted as well of known plants as of thofe that 
vere quite new, fome were rather uncommon, while 
otlxers were not to be found again in the other places I 
vifited in Africa. Every diftridt has always fomething 
peculiar to itfelf : no wonder then, if Dr. Thunberg and 
3 I fhould 
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I Ihould have paflbd over various fpecimens of the vege- ^77j- 
table tribe unnoticed ; and the common faying, Semper 
aliquid novi ex Africa^, Ihould flill hold good for many 
years to come. Botanifts, therefore, muft not expe6l in 
this place a more accurate catalogue of plants, vjrhich would 
be too tedious a bufinefs; but content themfelves with 
acquiring, en pajfant^ as it were, and at a diftance, by 
means of the preceding lift, fome idea of the country, 
juft as it is, covered with the herbs and trees moft com- 
monly found in it on different fpots, and at different times 
of the year. 
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S E C T. III. 



Refidence at Alphen near Conftantia^ till the Au^ 
thor*s Trip to Paarl. 



A riT W7^ ^ ^ '^® winter was paft, and the captains of the 
itJy^ ▼ '^ ihips now preferred anchoring in table-bay, I went 
with the refident to an eftate of his called Alpben, fituate 
in the neighbourhood of Conjiantia, about three miles 
from it, and nearly half way between 'Table and Simons- 
bay. Before we could get over the mountainous part of 
this road, we obferved a troop of baboons very nimbly 
clambering up the fteep rocks, and fcouring away as faft 
as they could to fave themfelves from our hounds, which 
fet after them in full cry. On the plains before us we 
faw a large flock of flammingoes {pboenicopt. ruber) a fpe- 
cies of bird of the crane kind {gralla) feeking their food 
in pools and puddles that were beginning to dry up. As 
they were larger than our cranes, and of a fnow-white 
colour, with their wings of a flaming rofy hue, it is eafy 
to imagine, what a delightful appearance they made in 
the green field, clad in fo beautiful a livery. After this 
our road was over a fandy plain, a place which, during 
part of the winter, one is obliged to wade over, as it then 
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lies under water. We then came to a field overgrown ^772. 
with a great many diflferent forts of heath and other fhrubs V^vO 
and bullies, with fome fmall trees of the protea kind. 
Some of the flowers and herbs that were fcattered among 
thefe (hrubs, I found later than in Falfe-bay ; probably by 
reafon, that in this latter place they were brought forward 
partly by the vapours arifing from the fea, and partly by 
the fun-beams reflected upon the mountains. On the 
other hand, divers ixias^ gladiolufesy moreas^ hyacinths^ 
cypbiasj tnelantbias^ albucas^ oxalifes^ afperugoSj geraniums^ 
monfoniasj arBotifes^ calendulas^ wacbendorjias^ and ar£io^ 
pufes — fome of them never, and others rarely feen in the 
Bay, were now found every where by the road-fide in 
their greateft beauty. The pleafure enjoyed by a botanift^ 
who finds all at once fo rich a collection of unknown, 
curious, and beautiful vernal flowers, in fo unfrequented a 
part of the world, is eafier to be conceived than defcribed. 
I was now quite impatient to get to the end of my journey, 
however agreeable it was in other refpe6ts. At length we 
arrived at the refideni's country-feat, and I did not delay a 
moment to procure myfelf a ftill more delightful recreation, 
viz. that of walking out to reconnoitre fuch plants as were* 
yet unknown to me. 

The premifes are very well built, *and contiguous to 
them is a pretty extenfive garden, and a confiderable vine- 
yard, which increafes yearly in fize. But there is hardly- 
an acre of arable land to be found in the whole neigh- 
bourhood ; nor did the owners of the vineyards here think- 
it worth their while to trouble themfelves about the cul- 
ture of it, but were then, viz. towards the end of the 
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j77^j- month of Auguft, bufied in digging round their vine- 
v,^ynJ ftocks, and planting new. They never deftroy their vine- 
plants ; that is, they do not let them run up to any height, 
but cut them down low, and generally furround their 
vineyards and fruit-trees with hedges, in order to ftielter 
them the better from the wind. A fmall fpecies of cur^ 
culio in particular, did infinite damage to the vine-buds, 
and the tender leaves. They were therefore very bufy in 
plucking this infedt from the plant as foon as ever it ap- 
peared, and as foon as they could poffibly get at it ; the 
only means yet known of preventing the ravages of this 
creature. 

As fummer was now approaching, the exacum and the 
* gentiana exacoides began to cover the ground with yellow 
patches ; and many forts of ftirubs of the extenfive genus 
of afpalatbus^ came out by degrees with their yellow blof- 
Ibms. But the protea argent etiy or the fil\er-tree, as it is 
called, exhibited the whole year throughout its glofly 
\vhite, or filver gray leaves. This tree has at firft a very 
uncommon, and indeed beautiful appearance. I am of 
opinion, however, that we fliould not chufe to change for it 
our delightful afpen-groves. The filver-tree fcarcely ever 
grows higher than twenty feet ; and if I remember right, I 
have been informed, that they arrive at this height in twelve 
or fifteen years. But in a rich foil this tree grows twice as 
quick, and is the largeft of all the protea kind. One or 
two of them are found planted near fome of the farms ; but 
W€ feldom meet with any that have grown wild of them- 

* Now the feboea exacoides. 
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felves in thefe parts, though a little grove of them is feen >77?- 
near Conjiantia. For this reafon it has been fuppofed, that Vi^yO 
the filver-tree was tranfplanted hither from the beginning; 
yet no one has been able to inform me from what place it 
firft came : probably it was brought from the borders of 
Anamaqua ; for I travelled over the whole north-eaft fide 
of Hottentots Holland, without finding it either in its wild 
ftate or planted.. In the mean time, as it is the largeft of 
all the proteasj and indeed almoft of all the trees indigenous 
at the Cape^ it is fingular, that together with fome others 
it has not attracted . the attention of government to the 
planting of it, efpecially as they cannot be ignorant that 
the confumption of the wood ftores, as well for the ufe of 
the fhips as for that of the town, daily increafes fafter than 
they can be fupplied by their refources. It is chiefly from 
the level ground near the fhore, that the company at prefent 
fetches its wood> which coniifts chiefly of two fmall and 
crooked forts of protea. That wood is dear at the Capejt 
jnay be concluded, from the circumftance of private perfons 
rather finding their account in getting it from the mountains 
by means of flaves; though it takes up one of thefe a whole 
day to get a moderate load of flirubs and dry branches of 
trees, the value of which is generally the fourth part of 
a rixdollar. And indeed it is.fortunate for the Dutch in a 
place fo bare of wood, that, a fire is not wanted in this, 
country, excepting for drefling of vidtuals, lighting their, 
pipes, and for the women's foot-ftoves. 

Alphetty or the farm where I pafled this fummer, was. 
on the fouthern fide of Table-Mountain, about a mile and 
a half from the foot of it. This mountain feems here. 

YoL, L. F likewife^ 
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]^\l^^ like wife, as well as at Table- Bay, level at the top, though 
kJt^tkJ there indeed it has confiderable inequalities. In the rainy 
feafon large pools of water are found upon it, but by no 
means any lake, as fome pretend there is. When a cloud 
covers this range of mountains, and the north-weft wind 
blows, it fliould feem that this fame wind muft inevitably 
drive the cloud over the neighbouring plains on the other 
or fouth fide of thefe mountains, at the fame time cauling 
it to rain there ; but on the contrary, the fadt is, that it 
never does rain there; a circumftance that, without doubt, 
like all other natural ph^enomena, has its real and certain 
foundations in nature. The moft probable folution that 
occurs to me is this, that the vapours, which are driven 
up from the fea by the north-weft wind, gather round the 
mountain in confequence of their being attracfted by it, and 
there remain as long as they preferve aay degree of rare- 
fa6tion ; but when at length they become more and more 
denfe and preffed together, fo as neceffarily rather to yield 
to the greater force of the wind than to the attractive power 
of the mountain, they are carried away too quick to fall 
in rain diredlly at the foot of the rtlountain ; a circum- 
ftance that does not happen before they reach the other 
lide of Zout Rivier. 

Having feveral times in my walks been, without any 
reafon, apprehenfive of being wetted through by the 
above-mentioned cloud, at length I refolved to afcend the 
mountain, in order to fee how things were fituated. The 
weather was at that time fine at the bottom of the moun- 
tain, and the wind pretty ftill ; but at the upper edge of 
the mountain I met with feveral gufts of wind, which pre- 
cipitated. 
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cipitated, as it werfe, down upon me, moift and cold, and ^72-* 
with a fenfible violence. The temperature of the air, v^^yO 
with which I was furrounded for about three quarters of 
an hour, varied according as the weather changed from 
fine to hazy, and from that to drizzling or downright rain. 
The barrennefs of the mountain and the coldnefs of its air, 
together with the fmall number of plants upon it, and 
thofe ftunted by the climate; nay, the rainy weather it- 
felf, all combined to form around me a backward autumn. 
From this fpot, however, I had a pleafant fummer profpedt 
towards the bottom of the mountain, viz. the verdant 
plains lying round about it, enlightened and warmed by 
the genial rays of the fim. Projpding at the foot of this 
range of hills, many roundifli oblong ridges were feen, 
pretty nearly of the fame form, and parallel to each other, 
and feparated by a like number of dales, at the bottom of 
feveral of which ran the water previoufly colle(5led by the 
mountain, and feemingly deftined to water the plains. A 
number of green trees and flirubs, which had planted 
themfelves along the fides of thefe rills, forrned a beautiful 
girdle on the declivity of the mountain, and on the hillocks 
projecting at the foot of it. Several neat compadt farms 
fcattered up and down, the houfes belonging to which 
were white with black roofs, at the fame time that the 
grounds were laid out in a regular and judicious manner 
with verdant orchards and vineyards, lay diftindlly open to 
the eye in all their refpedtive ground-plots, forming a mofl: 
natural as well as beautiful picture. Next to thefe, a little 
further on, were feen pale and bleak tradts of heath, 
among which were ftrewed, as it were, various plots of 
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Digitized by 



Google 



36 AVOYAGEtothe 

»77i«- fand, together with fandy roads winding about in a fer- 
V^v-O pentine form, and waggons and timber-tugs flowly creep- 
ing along them. Thefe extenfive plains were bounded by 
Tyger-mountain and the hills of Hottentots Holland, Next 
to thefe, but farther on, were feen other mountains, 
which, according to the diftance at which they were placed, 
grew more and more indiftindt, till they entirely difap- 
peared in the clouds. From hence too, befides feveral 
pools of rain-water, a great part of the creek which forms 
Falfe-bay, was feen. This, from its calmnefs and diftance, 
appeared at that jun<a:ure as fmooth as a looking-glafs ; at 
the fame time that it was tenninated by the ocean, or 
rather, according to the appearance it made in my eyes, 
by the horizon itfelf. 

From the mift, or fog, which furrounded me on the 
mountain, I perceived at times fpecks of clouds carried 
away by the north-weft wind, and driving along with vio- 
lence through the air both above and below the fpot I 
then ftood upon, and dire<SUy fcdlowed by their ihadows 
formed upon the fame plains. In a word, this extenfive 
and delightful fpe6tacl6 was as enchanting as it was 
uncommon. Being not ufed to run any great rifks, I 
did not venture fb far out as I would have wiflied, in or- 
der to examine the top of Table-mountain on this fide; 
for, as it grew dufky-j I might have eafily loft my way, 
and fallen a pray to leopards and hyasnas, which frequent 
thefe parts in great numbers, and at night are very bold 
and daring. A fliort time before they had committed 
ravages in a farm yard juft below the mountain; I 
likewife heard their bowlings the fame evening about 
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dufk, from the very place where, two hours before, I had ^^7^i^ 
been botanizing. That very morning, about break of day, I V^ynJ 
narrowly efcaped being plundered by a troop of flaves, who 
had fome time before run away from their matters, and 
were fufpecSted at that time to have their haunts about 
Table^mountain. A fire that I found there newly extin- 
guiflied, was probably fome of their reliques. Still, how- 
ever, the beautiful profpedt that I have juft been defcribing, 
would perhaps have kept me longer orji the mountain, if I 
had not begun to feel a kind of ftifFnefs and rheumatic pains 
in my limbs, owing to my having gone into a cold air at 
the top of the mountain all in a fweat and too lightly clad. 
This probably would have had ferious confequences^ if I 
had not accidentally wrought myfelf into a moft violent 
fweat ; the fadt was, that in my defcent, wifhing to exa- 
mine fome of the clofeft thickets on the fides of the rills> 
that trickle down the mountain, I went out of the right 
path, and got into a very thick over-grown coppice, fo 
that I could not without the greatefl: difficulty extricate 
myfelf from it. 

Some time before this, or in the beginning of Septem- 
ber, I rode to towfi to take leave of Dr. Thunberg, who 
was going to take a long journey up the counti'y, at the 
expence of the Dutch Eafl:-India company. I (laid at his 
houfe rather late in the evening, which occafioned me ta 
be benighted and mifs my way home. 1 therefore rode 
up to a farm-houfe to enquire for the road, and from the 
information I procured, thought to find my way home % 
but, it beginning to rain, and the darknefs increafing, I 
took a by-road, which led me to an elegant houfe, the 
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^^Vj- property of a private gentleman. After I had flood out 
Ky-r\J the attacks of a number of dogs, there came out a 
heap of Haves, from fixteen to twenty. Thefe fellows 
were fo malicious as not to anfwer me, though certainly 
fome of them underftood me extremely well; and 
notwithftanding that, after having promifed them fome- 
thing to drink, I afked them the way in tolerable good 
Dutch; on the contrary, they conferred with each 
other in broken Portuguefe or Malay, in fuch a manner, 
as to make me fufpeft, that they had no better will to- 
wards me, than they have to others of a different nation 
from themfelves, who are accuflomed to fell them here, 
after having either by robbery and open violence, or 
elfe in the way of barter or purchafe, got them from 
their native country, and thus eventually brought them 
to the grievous evils they then fuftained. Had the mafter 
of the houfe been at this time at home, of which however 
I much doubt, it would have made very little difference to 
me, as even in that cafe I could not have fpoken with him ; 
for every body in this country is obliged to bolt the door 
of his chamber at night, and keep loaded fire-arms by 
him, for fear of the revengeful difpofition of his flaves. 
This being the cafe, it was ftill eafier for them to murder 
me, and afterwards conceal the deed by burying my body, 
or drag it into a thicjtet to be devoured by wild beails ; I 
therefore took again to the road, in fearch of a better fate. 
To this end I gave my horfe the bridle, in hopes that he 
would hit upon the right road better than myfelf. In confe- 
quence of this he made fuch ufe of his liberty, as to quit all 
the beaten tracks, perhaps with a view to ^d thelhorteft way 
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home : fo that I foon found myfelf in a heavy marihy ^^7^^ 
ground, overgrown with bufhes, and full of brooks and K^r>rU 
rivulets, till at length he made a fudden leap, on which 
we both tumbled head over heels into a pit, and parted. 
My horfe's fudden flight gave me reafon to apprehend, 
that fome wild beaft being near us was the occafion of it ; 
for which reafon, not thinking myfelf over and above 
fecure, I immediately prepared to defend myfelf with a 
large knife, which I generally carried about me for the 
purpofe of digging up the roots of plants. The beft ftep 
I could now take, was, like many more foot-paffengers, 
to make up to fome farm-yard, and run the rifk of being 
torn to pieces by great dogs, which are let loofe at night 
for the purpofe of keeping off thieves. To pafs the night 
in the open air, at a time when the weather feemed fet 
in for rain, was as difagreeable as it was dangerous. In 
the mean time I took to walking about, to keep myfelf 
warm. In the fpace of a few minutes, after I had gone 
over a little hill, I found myfelf near a farm-houfe. It 
being dark, I was obliged to confider fome time before I 
could know it again to be my own home. I found my 
horfe already at the ftable-door, ftanding quite ftill and 
quiet, and was lucky enough into the bargain, to be able 
to conceal the whole adventure from the family, as the 
particular footing on which I was at that time required. 

Conjlantia is a diftridl conlifting of two farms, which 
produce the well-known wine fo much prized in Europe, 
and known by the name of Cape^ or Conjlantia-Vim^. This 
place is fituated at the diflance of a mile and a half from 
Alpberij in an angle formed by, and at the fame time pretty 
3 near 
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^7^?^ near the ridge of hills, which comes from Meuifin^moun-- 
<yy\J tain J and jull where it ftrikes off to Hout-bay. One of 
thefe farms is called Little Canjiantia. Here the white 
Conftantia wine is made. The other produces the red. 
According to M. De La Caille's account, not more than 
lixty liggars of red, and ninety of the white Conftantia wine 
are made, each Uggcir being reckoned at fix hundred French 
pints, or about one hundred and fifty Swedifli cans ; fo 
that the whole produce amounts to twenty-two thoufand 
five hundred cans. As the company are ufed to keep one 
tliird of this for themfelves, the remainder is always be- 
fpoke by the Europeans long before it is made. At the 
Cape this wine is feldom feen at table, partly becaufe it is 
dear, and partly becaufe it is the produce of the country^ 
The red Conftantia wine fells for about fixty rixdoUars the 
half awm ; but the white is ufually to be purchafed at a 
more reafonable rate: otherwife the price of the common 
white wine at the Cape is from ten to feventy rixdollars the 
liggar, aecording to the year's growth and the demand that 
there is for it. They make befides, in the environs of the 
Cape, Burgundy^ Madeira^ Mofelle.^ Mufcadel wines^ fo 
called "from fome analogy they bear to the European wines 
of the fame name, as well as from the refpedtive places in 
Europe whence the vine-ftocks were firft brought. Thefe 
wines are at a proportionably higher price than the ordinary 
white. As the Cape wines, in confequence of the great 
demand from the fhips, have all a quick fale, they are 
feldom to be found of any age; otherwife by longer 
keepings together with better care,, and a lefs liberal ufe 
of fulphur, they would doubtleiS be equally good with the 
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beft European wines. The genuine Conftantia wine is ^77.y 
undeniably a very racy and delicate defert wine, and has %yy^ 
fomething peculiarly agreeable in the flavour of it. That 
its fui^eriority is not owing to any thing peculiar in the 
manner of preparing it, I am fully convinced ; for then, 
without doubt, a great deal more of it would be made. 
But the fadt is, that the genuine wine can only be produced 
by certain particular foils. The diftridts that lie next to 
thefe yield merely the common Cape wine, notwithftand- 
ing that they have been planted with vine-ftocks fj^om 
thefe former, as well as with fome brought from the 
banks of the Rhine, whence it is fuppofed that the true 
Conftantia fort originally comes ; nay, even though all the 
vineyards about Conftantia feem to have the fame foil. 
We have inftances at the Cape, as well as in Europe, that 
good grapes fometimes produce a bad wine ; while, on the 
other hand, bad grapes will yield a good fort of wine: 
therefore, towards making wine of a certain quality, 
befides finer materials, there muft be certain conditions 
and circumftances, which, by a diligent and fenfible 
obferver, might probably be difcovered, to the great 
benefit of mankind. 

Such as are apprized in what quantities Conftantia wine 
is confumed in Europe, have perhaps already remarked, 
that my calculation of the produce of the above-mentioned 
wine is too limited. This, however, is by no means the 
cafe ; the furplus being the produdlion of avarice, which, 
goaded on by the defire of gain, will always hit upon fome 
method of fatisfying the demands of luxury and fenfuality. 
The votaries of thefe, accuftomed to be put off with 
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'/'r^. empty founds, frequently drink with the higheft relifli, an 
^^^yO imaginary exqmfite Conjlantia^ which however, has^ 
nothing in common with the genuine wine fo called,^ 
befides the mete ttarAe, It is therefore advifeable, even 
at the Gape kfelf, to take care, tlial at the feme time that 
one has a genuine fattiple given one to tafte, one does not 
pay for a made-uj> red Conftantia, which otherwife is ia 
general fold for half the price. When a wine of this kind 
has been (as it ufu^Dy is) meliorated by a voyage, and at 
the fame titrie chriftehed with the pompous name of 
genuine Conftantia, of which it has indeed in fome mea- 
fure the flavoiir, it eafily fells for fuch in Europe. 

This fummer likewife I vifited iiout^bay. The diredk 
road to it goes through a narrow vale, from which the 
harboui: is fupplied with frefli water, by means of a little 
river or ftream covered with palmiteSy a kind of acorus 
with a thick ftem and broad leaves, which grow out fromt 
the top, as they do in the palm-tree, a circumftance from 
which the plant takes its name. Thefe palmites are found 
in great abundance in moft rivers and ftreams, which they 
block up more or lefs by means of their ftems and roots 
intertwining with each other. On the other hand, this 
fame HouUbay has very littte title to the name it bears ;. 
as, in diredt contradi6tion to the lignification of it, there 
is and feems ever to have been, a great deficiency of tim- 
ber and brufhwood in that place. Confidered as a har- 
bour, this bay feemed to me to be extremely narrow, and 
at the fame time too open to the fouth wind. The an- 
chorage, however, was good ; at leaft, I was fo informed 
by two filhermen I met with there. A heap of fand is 
5 driven 
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driven up by the fea t» the fartheft part of the bay, and ^77»- 
tiieref appeared to form a fhoal of a ccmfiderable extent, L^vO 
by which means the river ahove-raentioned is not a little 
blocked up. This fand was at that time very loofe at 
many places, fo that one could not walk upon it without 
danger of being drowned in the water that lay under it. 
in time, perhaps, the apertures will be entirely filled up, ib as 
to become folid. A nook in a moimtain on the weft fide of 
the bottom of the bay is entinoly covered with fand, which 
.probably has been carried up from the ftrand by the vio- 
lence of the wind from the fea. The eaft ifide is com- 
pofed of. a fteep monntain^ which readies to the brink of 
liic water, while die weftem ftiore is very much covered 
with large lodfe granites. There are, neverthde^ very 
g^ood landing'^laces here for bpatsi In other r^i^iec^s the 
harbour is inconvem^it, as #ell in odnfequ^nce of the 
ikiddeh fiaws of wind that blow from the mountains, as 
irom the want of a conveni^t watermg-jdace, atid a wind 
to carry the fhips out to Tea. - 

. i A farm ' with pkntatioiHS of vine^ lay a few fbnes throw 
Ikigher up in the vale. Tfve xswHer, aBuropean^ was the 
OBly one in Africa who had fenie -oiough to make u& of 
afios ; being of opinion, that as ttiey were more fenice- 
able in hilly cotuntries as beafts of burden, and at the fame 
time their food, confifting of ftirubs and the coarfer kinds 
of grafs, was eafier to be procured, they were better adapt- 
ed to that part of the world than horfes. I had hc^e ;i 
hafty glimpfe of a little black quadruped, in ftiape 
approaching neareft to the otter, wliich ran and hid itfelf 
in a heap of ftones. 
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m' The game here, and in the country about Conft^tia, 
v^^vO conlifts chiefly of fraall ahtilopeSy as in Falfe-hay, viz. of 
Jieenboksy (the antllope grimmia of Pallas,) and of Klip^ 
JpringerSy which, however, I have not had an opportunity 
^ of examining near ; Ukewife of duykerboks or diving goats^ 
fo called from a peculiar manner they have of leaping and 
of diving, as it were, under the bufties. The method of 
hunting thefe fmall antilopes is to drive them from their 
cover among the bulhes, which is beft done by hounds ; 
at which tinie the fportfman muft fake care to be ready with 
his gun. They are likewife caught. with fnares placed at 
the entrance into Vineyards and kitchen-gardens. Thefe 
fnares are fattened to the top of an-elaftic branch or bough 
of a tree, one end of whicdi i& made^quite fall in the 
earth, and the other being bent: downwards, is attached 
very flightly.to a board, which: is laid on the ground, and 
ilightly covered with earth'. It is ferther fo contrived, that 
when the animal treads on the board, this latter gives a 
little fwing, upon which the elaftic bough flies loofe, and 
draws the fnare over one or two of the animal's legs, at the 
fame time Ufting the creature up along with it into the air, 
fo that it remains hanging there. Among other animals I 
faw here ichneumons {viverra ichneumon^ and civet cats 
(vi^erra genetta) caught in traps near farm-houfes. They 
are fomething bigger than a common cat, and are in ill 
repute with houfewifes for making great havock among 
the poultry and eggs ; though, on the other hand, they 
do great fervice by deftroying the larger kind of rats. In 
the more general ceconomy of nature, thefe animals are 
ilill more ferviceable ; more fo indeed than the people at 
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tlie Cape are capable of diftinguifhing, or know how to ^^7^}^ 
turn to their advantage. The river Nile and Egypt itfelf vjry^ 
for inflance, would be full of crocodiles^ if their eggs were 
not in a great meafure deftroyed by the viverra ichneumon. 
In the Eaft-Indies this animal is famous for diminifhing 
the number of lizards and venomous ferpents, which too 
much abound there ; and the fame fervice is undoubtedly 
done by the viverra fpecies in Africa* They inconteftably 
alfo contribute to keep the number of moles within 
certain limits. The ichneumon is likewife ufed to be made 
tame in the Eaft-Indies, fo that it will follow its mailer as 
tra6tably as a dog; ^id by this means it has been dif- 
covered, that the ophiorhiza is an excellent antidote againft 
the bite of ferpents. Probably a difcovery of equal. utility 
might be made at the Cape^ if the ichneumon was made 
tame there, and thefe animals were purpofely fufFered to 
be bitten by feveral forts of ferpents, and at the fame time 
it was obferved what antidote they had recourfe to: for 
nature, which has given, and indeed impofed on the 
ichneumon the fame office in Africa as in j^ia^ viz. to 
limit the increafe of the race of ferpents,. has in both places 
fumiihed them with equally good weapons, and an equally 
certain prefervative. It would certainly be worth while 
alfo to make fimila^; experiments with the viverra genetta^ . 
and fome others of that genus, TYit folliculus oi this 
latter creature contains a kind of mufk, in all probability 
not without fome particular intention in its all- wife 
Creator, nor without fome ufe to the animal itfelf;. 
perhaps, indeed, for that of men likewife, when they^ 
fliall be at the pains to invefligate the matter by experiment*. 
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'77?- I ihall take this opportunity too of mentioning a third 

^•v%J fpedes of viverra^ which is found in thefe partSi though 
I did not get a fight of it till after my return from the 
Sottth-Sea.; this was the viverra putoriusy which an ac- 
quaintance of mine caught on Mr* Dreijer's farm at Ron-- 
debojchy fituated nearer to the Cape than to Jlpben. This 
animal is not known to be found any where but here and 
in North America ; in one word, in the northern parts of 
the new world, and the fouthemmoft promontory of the 
old, which is diredly contrary to what M. Buffon fays he 
is morally certain of. The fureft ftep this great and maf- 
terly natural hiftorian could have taken, would have been 
to have contented himfelf with the contemplation of nattire, 
which is never without its ufe, without endeavouring to 
lay down univerfal laws for her; as if no other ariidaal 
<x>uld be common to the old and new world, than thofe 
which could eafily pafs by land from AJia to America. 

In one of my excurfions between Alphen and Rondebqfcby 
near a marfliy place in a dale, I came unawares upon an 
animal with which I was totally unacquainted ; but not- 
withftanding it was within 70 or 80 paces of me, I could 
not get a perfedt view of it, on account of the intervention 
of the bulhes, and the creature's running away immediate- 
ly. It did not feem however above three feet and a half 
high, but from its afh-grey colour, and remarkably heavy 
gait in running, I was induced to think it could be nothing 
elfe than a young hippopotamus^ or, as it was here called,- 
a SEA-COW. Creatures of this kind are, indeed, never feen 
in this part of the country ; but they are ufed to wander 
far, fo that perhaps this had the night before chanced te 
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ftriay from Zeekae-vaiieyj neaF Falfe-iay^ a place to which ^77*- 
they frequently refort;;^ Were it fo, I am not at all forty ^Jr^sJ ^ 
that I did not get a nearer view of a creature otherwife fo 
tery dangerous, as, according to my ufual cuftom, I had 
no other weapon about me than my knife and infe^-fciliars.^ 

The reader will fcarcely imagine, that the fauna and 
Jlora Capenjis would this fummer leave me any time for the 
hyp or vapours ; I muft, however, confefs, that fome foli^ 
tary and idle hours, combined with other circumftances, 
now and then gave room and occafion for ennui and wea- 
rinefs. The days at the Cape^ by realbn of the greater 
vicinity of that place to the equator, are Ihorter in fummer 
than with us. Urged by an ardent zeal and inclination for 
natural hiftory, I could not help repining, that ia a {dace 
where I had the beft opportunities for this purpofe, I found 
my hands tied, in fome meafure, by other bufinefe in the 
day-time, and in the long evenings was in want of books and 
many other neceflary helps ; but I more particularly felt 
the want of friends, and of fociety with fome one, who fef 
a proper value upoa ftudy, efpecially on the ftudy and in- 
veftigation of nature, of which here follows an inftance. 

A Cape phyfician, who had ftudied fome time in Hol- 
land, paid me a vilit at the villa where I refided, audi 
lequefted, I know not uppn what occafion, to fee my 
herbal. I, for my part, was ip the higheft degree defirous 
to give myfelf, as well as him, this pleafure, as I could 
not but hope to learn the virtues of divers plants in medi- 
cine. But in thefe hopes I foon found myfelf deceived ; 
tiie African ^fculapius knowing fcarcely the names, much 
kfs the ufe, of any one plant. On this fubje6t the coun-- 
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aI\\' ^y people had already given me fomey though upon the 
^•Yv^ whole, but little information. Of fonie hundred plants 
that I laid before him pafled in a book, we had fcarcely 
turned over the third part, before he began every now and 
then to gape. I therefore thought it high time to give 
another turn to the cxDnverfation, and ceafed to trouble him 
any longer with my enquiries. Inftead of that, I endea- 
voured to roufe him out of his dream, by communicating 
to him my opinion of the virtues of fuch and fuch an 
herb ; for what diforders fuch a particular plant mig^t be 
tried with fafety and h^pes of fuccefs ; and this in confe- 
quence of its affinity and fimilitude to crther plants already 
known, and whofe virtues had undergone the teft of ex- 
perience, or (as far as we were warranted to conclude from 
hence) from the pliace it held among the natural orders^ &c. 
My vifitor all this while was neither polite nor intelligent 
enough to give his aflent to what I faid, but continued 
yawning and gaping. I therefore left above half the 
plants untouched, and turned the difcourfe to the fubje<5t 
of commerce and fliipping, upon which the converfation 
immediately became more Hvely ; a circumftance, which 
did not at all furprize me; for this worthy phyfician's 
income depended more upon merchandize, than upon 
Apollo ancl the Mufes ; and it is much the fame cafe with 
the reft of the faculty at the CapCy to the great prejudice of 
the fick in particular, as well as to that of natural know- 
ledge and the art of medicine in general. 

Should this journal ever chance to fall into the hands of 
the phyfician, who was pleafed to yawn over the coUedtion 
JoS ufeful fimples that I had the honour of laying before 
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him, it is to be hoped, he will kindly excufe my having ^J^; 
borrowed fo pleafing an original as himfelf, in order to ^•vx^ 
give a more lively idea of the great efteem and credit in 
which botany ftands with, the coUedlive body of ^fculapius's 
fons in Africa. . I muft, however, do him the juftice to con- 
fefs, that he was really, in my opinion, the moft able of 
the faculty in that part of the world. I acknowledge with 
gratitude all the civilities he afterwards ftiewed me ; but 
he muft not take amifs my not being able to conceal a 
truth, which difcovers the reafon of the fmall progrefs 
made by the fciences in -^/V^, and, perhaps, in fome 
other parts of the globe: he will likewife pardon the 
freedom I have taken, in fetting the whole affair forth in 
its natural colours, juft as it appeared to me; as by this 
means, the reader is enabled to pafs fentence of judgment 
himfelf, frequently better, perhaps,^ than could be. done 
by the relator. 
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SECT. IV. 



Trip to Paarl. 



A^ru* C! INGE my defign, as I have already- faid, is to give my 
^•Y^ ^ readers the defcription of this country and people in 
the fame order and manner, in \v^hich I myfelf became 
acquainted' with them, I have thought proj)er to infert in 
this place an account of an excurfion I took to Paarl and 
its environs, juft as I drew it up immediately on my re- 
turn home, in a letter to a worthy fiiend and quondam 
fhip-mate. It is written in the true fea-ftyle, the defcrip- 
tions and narrative being plentifully interlarded with divers, 
phrafes in common ufe among the gallant fons of Nep- 
tune. 

Dear Szr» 

With a carcafe quite wearied out, I am juft returned 
home from a journey on foot over the parched and torrid 
plains of Africa, after having had occafion to vifit feveral 
African boors. So they here call a fet- of hearty honeft 
fellows, who, though they do not, indeed, differ in rank 
from our Swedilh peafants, and make no better figure than 
the yeomen in our country, are yet for the moft part ex- 
tremely 
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tremely wealthy. On the 9th ofOcftoberin this prefent "'72- 
year, I fet out for the Cape^ to fee the burghers perform s^^vO 
their exercife, and likewife, acx:ording to a previous agree- 
ment with Mn O g, a countryman of our's, to take a 

view of the vegetable and animal produdlions of this coun- 
try. Thus, as you may perceive, I intended to kill two 
birds with one ftone. With regard to the military opera- 
tions, the brave warriors kept within doors on the loth 
on account of the high wind, which indeed was fo violent 
at the bottom of Lion-mountain^ whither I went out a 
botanizing, that I was feveral times obliged to lay myfelf 
down upon the ground. On the nth the whole burgefly 
turned out into the field ; the coats, as well of the horfe as 
of the foot, were, to be fure, all blue, but at the fame 
time of fuch different ftiades, that they might as well have 
been red, purple and yellow. Their waiftcoats, particu- 
larly thofe of the infantry, were brown, blue and white, 
in Ihort of all the colours of the rainbow. A French 
prieft, clothed in black, with red heels to his Ihoes, flood 
near me, and could not help exprefling to me his amaze- 
ment at feeing fuch a party-coloured equipjuent. How- 
ever, this did not prevent them from going through their 
exercife extremely well, ^s a great number of them were 
Europeans, who had ferved in the laft war in Ge^rmany, 
and fince that time had been in garrifon at the Cape, when, 
in confequence of having ferved five years, they had 
become denizens of the country. Being therefore very 
tender of their military reputation, as well as puffed up 
with pride in confequence of their fuperiority in point of 
fortune, they took it into their heads feveral years ago to ^ 
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^^77.2- confider it as a very difgraceful circumftance, that they 
V^vO fliould be obliged to make front againft the garrifon, who, 
on their fide, felt themfelves fo much hiirt by the com- 
parifon, that the attack became very ferious ; fo that 
among other things they loaded on each fide with coat- 
buttons, pieces of money, and the like. Since this acci- 
dent, both thefe corps are never exercifed at one and the 
fame time. Being difappointed at not having the conipany 
of our countryman, I fet off on my expedition with a Mu- 
latto for my guide, whom I hired for a quarter of a rix- 
dollar per diem. Over his ftioulder he carried a fl:afF, at 
one end of which hung my apparatus for keeping my 
herbs, at the other a counterpoife compofed of a wallet 
filled with provifions and a few clothes. This guide of 
mine, proud of the n^ne of bajiardy foon gave me to un- 
derftand, that he was no flave, as mofl: of the blacks are, 
but was free-born by his mother's fide, as her naother was 
a Hottentot, and her father an European (as he fuppofed) 
of a tolerable good family. To make fliort of my ftory, 
I quitted the town, implicitly following my blind deftiny 
and my tawny pilot. We fl:eered our courfe north-weft, 
and after a number of traverfes over the plains, by twelve 
o'clock we had got to the gallows. H^us Viator ! Here we 
flopped a little to contemplate the uncertainty of human 
life. Above half a fcore wheels placed round it, prefent- 
cd us with the moft horrid fiibjeds for this pinpofe ; the 
inevitable confequences, and at the fame time the moft 
flagrant proofs of flavery and tyranny ; monfters, that never 
fail to generate each other, together with crimes and mif- 
demeanDrs of every kind, as foon as either of them is once 
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mtroduced into any country. The gallows itfelf, thelargeft jj'^^{^ 
I ever faw, was indeed of itfelf a fufiiciently wide door to 
eternity J but was by no means too large for the purpofe 
of a tyrannical government, that in fo fmall atf town as the 
Cape^ could find feven victims to be hanged in chains. 
Farther on, where the fand had been formed into a hard 
mafs by the rain-water lying upon it, I found a number 
of cicindelae Ikipping about, of an unknown fpecies. At 
this my companion, who had never before feen an infedl- 
hunter, fell a laughing as if he was out of his wits, and 
feemed all wonder and aftonifliment. 

There is n9t a bridge to be found in all Africa. We were 
therefore obliged to wade over foroe pretty deep brooks and 
rivers ; fo that herborizing, it muft be owned, is a very 
troublefome bufinefs here : but then, on the other hand^ 
the harveft is rich. As foon as I had fat myfelf down, I 
made a curious difcovery of a remarkably prickly rumex 
(or dock), and likewife of the tribulus terrejiris. Here and 
there too, we found plenty of recruits for my regiment of 
infedts, and my coUedtion of plants ; a circumftance which,, 
in proportion as it enlivened my mind, infufed frefli 
fpirits into my body^ and ftrength into my limbs. Thefe 
latter I had likewife an opportunity of refting . on the 
following occalion. Among the waggons that overtook us, 
there was one drawn by fix pair of oxen, after the faftiion 
of the country. In this a flave lay afleep, as drunk as 
David^s fbw, likewife in a great meafure after the country 
faftiion. Another however more fober than he, fat at the 
helm, with a whip, the handle of which was threat times 
the length of a man, and the thong in proportion.. In 
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*772j tliis country they never ufe reins to their oxen, for which 
K-^vO reafon, though he flouriflied his whip about frona right 
to left with great dexterity, the beafts not being under 
much difcipUne heaved continually from larboard to ftar- 
board, fometimes acrofs the road, and fometimes along-lide 
of it ; fo that the driver was not unfrequently obliged to 
jump off from the waggon, in order to imprefs his fenti- 
ments with the greater energy on the foremoft oxen of 
the team. The waggons are fo large and wide in the car- 
riage that they cannot eafily overturn, and where the road 
is worfe than ordinary, the foremoft oxen are ufually 
led. Up in the waggon fat a Dutchman, who being much 
hiut at feeing me on foot, very courteoufly obliged me, 
together with my fervant, to get into the waggon and ride. 
In about the fame latitude we were overtaken by a farmer. 
We hailed one another, that is, we called to, and fainted 
each other, as fhips do at fea ; and were informed by him, 
that he was a Mother-country lad (fo the Europeans are 
called here), and had a wife and family near the twenty^ 
four rivers^ at the diftance of forty uurs from thence, 
in one of the prettieft fpots, to his mind, in the whole 
country. But I now began to refledt, . that neither 
TouRNEFORT in the Levant^ nor Linn^us in the Lapland 
mountains, nor any other botanift within the compafs of 
my knowledge, had ever gone out a herborizing in a fix- 
yoked waggon, and at the fame time that my ftudies and 
colledlions could be in no wife forwarded by a carriage of 
this kind; moreover, that although by this means my 
legs might get fome eafe, the other parts of me would 
luffer for it in confequencc of the jolting of the carriage ; 
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therefore taking to my feet again, I went on till I arrived ^772- 
at the company^ farm. The overfeer or bailiff, (or as V.i^^v\J 
they call him there, the baas) prefented me with a glafs 
of a ftrong-bodied wine, which was by no means adapted 
to quench my thirft; but the water here was brackifh, 
and had a fait tafte, and they had no milk nor cows, 
although there was upon the farm a confiderable number 
of horfes and other cattle. The reafon of this was, that 
in fuch places there is ufually ftationed a guard of foldiers, 
who care more for wine than milk ; the pafture was like- 
wife greatly in fault, being unfavourable for milch-cows^ 
and drying up their milk. I therefore took leave of the 
haas^ an appellation given to all the chriftians here, parti- 
cularly to bailiffs and farmers- The next farm belonged 
to a peafant, who was a native of Africa. I now took it 
into my head for the firfl time, to make a trial of this 
people's fo much boafled hofpitality; but unluckily the 
man himfelf was gone to the review at the Cape^ and had 
left only a few (laves at home, under the command of an 
old Crone, who faid that the bed-clothes were locked up^ 
I could eafily perceive, that flie had as little deiire to har- 
bour me, as I had to flay with her. It was now already 
dark, but notwithltanding this and my flifF and wearied 
legs, I refolved to go on to another farm-hpufe, that 
appeared in fight. We miffed our way in a dale, and 
wandered among the thickets and bufhes. The jackalls^ 
or African foxes^ now began their nightly ferenade, pretty 
much in the fame notes as thofe of our foxes in Europe ; 
and frogs and owls filled up the concert with their horridly 
plaintive accompaniment. At length we came to a little 
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'a ^rii rifing ground, whence we could again difcern the farm, 
K^TY^ and difcover the right road/ A guard of dogs, which in 
Africa are allowed the unlimited privilege of falling foul 
on fuch foot paflengers as travel at night, (the later the 
more liable to fufpicion,) fet upon us, and. frightened us 
not a little. It was now half an hour paft eight ; however, 
as the people were not yet in bed, they came out to our 
afliftance, fo that we received no other wounds than thofe 
infliiSted on the Ikirts of our coats. We were turned into 
the kitchen, where we heard a piece of news, that founded 
like a thunder-clap to us; this was, that the daas or 
fteward was gone to the review, and that every accommo- 
dation was locked up. But I felt the preflure of this dif- 
ficulty ftill more at break of day. In the mean time the 
flave, with the greateft good-nature and refpedl, begged 
me to be fo kind as to make fhift with a little tea and bread 
which he had of his own. My fervant, together with 
this houfe-llave, and another that looked after the cattle, 
fell on board a loaf of coarfe bread and lard ; to them a 
mofl: delicate and favoury difh. After they had deliberated 
fome time upon the matter in the P6rtuguefe language, I 
was put into the abfent iaas'^s own bed-ehamber. The bed 
was tolerable, but the floor was made of loam, the walls bare, 
and the whole furniture confifted of a cracked tea-canifter, 
with a few empty bottles, and a couple of chairs. 

As the door would not lock, I fet the chairs agaiuft it, 
fo that in cafe any attempt fhould be made againft my life 
I might be awakened by the noife. After this I laid myfelf 
down to fleep, with a drawn knife under my pillow. The 
jnany murders that, to my knowledge, were committed in 
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this country, rendered this caution extremely neceffary. J^^l^^- 
The next morning I began to afk for ray breakfaft, which w^y^J 
confifted of fome ftale fmalt^ a kind of lard prepared and 
kept in a wooden trough, to be ufed by way of butter ; they 
likewife prefented me with a chop of venifon, which they 
broiled for me, but feafoned it too high with pepper. My 
hunger made me fo civil, as not to fliow any flight to my 
black holt's entertainment; though I did not fit long at 
table. An unexpected but very violent quarrel, carried on 
in the Portuguefe language, which I did not underltand, 
now arofe between the domeftic flave and the cow-keeper. 
Both their black faces looked like coals on fire. At laft the 
latter taking out his knife, the other was forced to buy him 
off with a large flice of meat; upon which lighting his 
breakfaft pipe, he went his way, after they had on both 
fides renewed their friendfliip with looks of the utmoft 
cordiality. However, for all this feeming reconciliation, 
the houfe-flave took a cruel revenge on his antagonift's 
dog, which happened to itay behind in the kitchen* 
Yet, notwithftanding his having been guilty of fo mean 
an a£tion, this flave had caught fo much of the generous 
flame of the African hofpitality, that I could not eafily 
perfuade him to accept of a trifling acknowledgment for 
his fervices. Soon after break of day I fet out again on my 
journey, when, for the firft time fince my arrival in thefe 
parts, my eyes were gratified with the fight of extenfive ^ 
corn-fields, which were now in full verdure, with their 
blades rifing a foot out of the ground; for in Tyger- 
mountain diftridt, where I was at this time, the tillage of 
corn is the hufl^andman's chief employ. Wheat and 
Vol. I. I barley 
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^^^^^^ barley, however, are the only forts of corn that are found 
y^^y^ in the whole colony. The former is ufed only for bread, 
the latter merely for the purpofe of foddering horfes; 
either the green com being cut down in the blade once or 
oftener according as the growth of it will admit, or elfe 
the corn, as foon as it is ripe, being ground down into 
groats, and then mixed with the cut ftraw for their horfes, 
in the fame manner as is pradifed with us. About ten 
o*clock I took (helter from the rain in a farm-houfe, where 
I found the female flaves linging pfalms, while they were 
at their needle-work. Their mailer, being pofleffed with 
a zeal for religion quite unufual in this country, had pre- 
vailed with them to adopt this godly cuftom ; but with that 
fpirit of ceconomy which univerfally prevails among thefe 
colonifts, he had not permitted them to be initiated into the 
community of chriftians by baptifm; lince by that means, 
acccording to the laws of the land, they would have ob- 
tained their freedom, and he would have loft them from his 
fervice. This very godly boor was born at Berlin, and had 
been mate of a (hip in the Eaft-Indies. This occafioned 
us to enter into a converfation on the vidlories of his much- 
loved monarch, and in the fpace of an hour after that, 
upon every fubjecSl that could be imagined. My throat 
ftiU felt as if it was burnt up with pepper, and my ftomach 
was tormented with hunger. The former was alTuaged by 
a couple of glades of wine, but being afhamed to complain 
of the latter, I left it to its fate to wait till noon (when 
perhaps I might chance to get an invitation from fome 
good foul,) and return to my botanical calling and occupa- 
tion among the fhrubs and bufhes, with which this country 
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is almoft entirely covered, excepting fiich fpots as are cul- ^^7^- 
tivated. Not one foreft-tree, indeed fcarcely any wild tree, v-^^vO 
is to be feen here. The foil hereabouts, viz. round about 
I'yger-berg and Koe-^berg^ is, to all appearance, moftly a dry 
barren fand of gravel ; yet, in this diflricSt, fo full of hil- 
locks, there are certain .dales covered with mould, and 
yielding aplentiful harveft to a fewpeafants, who apply them- 
felvestothe culture of lemon, orange, and pomegranate-trees. 
At three in the afternoon I arrived at the houfe of farmer 
Van der Spoeij who was a widower, and an African born, 

and likewife brother to the perfon, who, you know, is ^ ~2rA,u.. ^Li^^ 
proprietor of the red or old Conjlantia. Without feeming 
to take the leaft notice, he Hood flock- flill in the houfe- 
paflage waiting for my coming up, and then did not ftir a 
Ungle ftep to meet me, but taking me by the hand, 
greeted me with Good day! welcome! how are you f who 
are youf a glafs of winef a pipe of tobacco f will you eat 
any thing f I anfwered his queftions in the fame order as 
he put them, and at the fame time accepted of the offer he 
made at the clofe of them. His daughter, a clever well- 
behaved girl about twelve or fourteen years of age, fet on 
the table a fine breafl of lamb, with ^ewed carrots for 
fauce; and after dinner offered me tea with fo good a 
grace, that I hardly knew which to prefer, my entertain- 
ment or my fair attendant. Difcretion and goodnefs of 
heart might be plainly read in the countenance and /le- 
meanour of both father and child. I feveral times ad- 
drefled myfelf to my hofl,^in order to break in upon his 
filence. His anfwers were fhort and fenfible ; but upon 
the whole, he never began the converfation himfelf, any 
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1775- farther than to afk me to ftay with them that night • how- 
\JS^^^ ever, I tdok leave of hirii, not without being much af- 
fe6led with a benevolence as uncommon to be met W'ith, 
as undeferved on my part. In my great zeal for botany, 
1 did not pay the leaft attention to nly ftifF and wearied 
legs, but hobbled as Well as I could over the dry and tor- 
rid hills moving all the day long as if I was upon ftilts. 
Towards evening I felt myfelf lefs weary, as, by a conti- 
nuation of the motion of walking and jumping, my limbs 
were grown more pliable. Not far from the farm we had 
" a brook to crofs, where we met with a female flave, who 
very officioufly and obligingly Ihewed us the fhalloweft 
places. She feemed to lay her account in receiving fome 
amorous kind of acknowledgment, in which Ihe could not 
be otherwife than difappointed, as flie had the misfortune 
to meet w^ith a delicate as well as a weary philofopher. In 
the evening I arrived in good time at a farm, where the 
father and mother were from home ; but Majier John and 
Mifs Sufey gave me houfe-room notwithftanding. It was a 
handfome building, and, like all the reft on the road, com- 
pofed partly of brick, and partly of clay, weU rammed 
together, but without any other floor than the bare earth. 
I had intended to go ftill farther, but when I faw a large 
churn on the floor, and heard from Sufey's own mouth, 
that they had thirty milch-cows, you may imagine that I 
did not think of going, efpecially as I had feldom found 
milk very plentiful lince my arrival in Africa. The farm 
was faid to yield about three thoufand two hundred bufhels 
of corn yearly, which was from ten to fifteen times the 
quantity that was fown. A good wheten loaf, light and 
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well-baked, and above two feet in diameter^ was fet upon ^77?- 
the table, and of this, with fome milk and frefh butter, vJ^r>J 
I made an excellent meal. They feemed to take a great 
pleafure in entertaining me, and (though they llrove to 
conceal their laughter) appeared highly entertained in their 
jturn with my broken Dutch, and my apparatus for catch- 
ing and preferving infedts. My collection of herbs they 
liked very weD, as they themfelves prepared a kind of 
plaifter with herbs and wax. The next morning they 
brought me coffee, which I left untouched, it being full 
of grouts, and, according to the cuftom of the country, 
as weak as fmall beer. ' However, I fet out again on my 
journey, quite lively and briflc after the high treat I had 
had of milk. As my box of jnfedls was already quite 
full, I was obliged to put a whole regiment of flies .and 
other infecSts round the brim of my hat. On the road we 
pafled a cow-keeper, who was roafting a fmall tortoife, 
the flelh of which tafted like that of a chicken. Two or 
three miles farther on we met with a Ihepherd, that was 
regaling himfelf with roaft lamb at his mafter^s expence. 
My companion, who knew the full value of his liberty, ex- 
preffed great fatisfaClion at finding, that poor flaves had 
fometimes an opportunity of revenging themfelves on their 
tyrants by a breach of truft. He informed me, that it 
was common for (hepherds, \v ho had rigid and niggardly 
matters, when a ewe had twins, to keep always one of 
them for themfelves, and very often the other too, when- 
ever they had an opportunity of concealing the theft. At 
three o'clock we came to another farm. Here I had fome 
converfation with the old lady of the houfe about her gout, 
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!!77?- which flie had in her hands and feet, and at the fame time 

Aprils ' 

wxvO concerning her good man's rheumatifm, which in order to get 
rid of by fweating, he was gone on a journey to the warm 
baths.. A houfe plaiflered up in a flovenly manner with 
clay, a heap of dirty fcabby children, a female flave drag- 
ging after her a heavy iron chain fattened to one of her 
legs, the features of the old woman herfelf, her peaked 
nofe, her perpetually fcolding her fervants, and laftly, her 
entertaining me with nothing but cold water, plainly indi- 
cated that poverty dwelt in her houfe, and at the fame 
time that the gout had in her choleric temperament a very 
fertile foil to grow in. 5he advifed me to fet myfelf down 
in the Paar/ (a tradt of ground a little way from thence, 
planted with vines, and inhabited by vine-dreffers,) in or- 
der to make my fortune by turning quack. She inform- 
ed me, that there had been a phyfician there before, who 
had had no practice, as his price was too high. She faid, 
that fhe never could, nor ever Ihould be perfuaded to be 
bled, or to take any kind of phyfic; neverthelefs, Ihe 
thouglit it very comfortable for a perfon to have accefs to 
a phyfician in cafe of ficknefs. You fee, Sir, that an 
African cottage will afford you a view of mankind, fimi- 
lar to what you may have had in the palaces of Europe, 
where (it muft be owned) they call in phyficians to their 
afliftance, but feldom fail to manage themfelves in a great 
meafure according to their own caprice. In purfuance of 
the information I obtained I took the road to the right, 
which, I was told, would carry me to the houfe of a rich 
and infirm widow of fifty-two years of age. My fervant, 
who was acquainted there, warned me not to frighten the 
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good woman into fits with my infedts fluck on the brim of ^77^?^- 
my hat ; for which reafon, having arrived there about five <^y>J 
o'clock, and been well received by her, I took care to turn 
the crown of my hat away from her, and afterwards hid 
my hat in a corner of the room. Immediately my mouth 
was crammed with bread, butter, and cheefe, wine and 
tea, and at the fame time was employed in giving difler- 
tations on the gout, apoplexy, violent bleedings at the 
nofe, coughs, and her poor deceafed hufband's dropfy. 
The good lady was attentive to hear, and I to eat, as much 
as ever my ledtures would permit me. During thefe, a 
tell-tale hufley of a female flave, who was a favourite with 
her miftrefs, had been pumping my fervant in the kit- 
chen, upon which fhe whifpered her miftrefs in the ear, 
that my hat was full of little beafts {kleine bejijes.) The 
old lady immediately quitted the fine inftrudlions that I 
was about giving her with refpedt to diet, in order to go 
and look at the ftrange and wonderful fight that was to be 
feen on my hat. But what aftonifhed her the moft in this 
affair was, to fee the little animals run through the body 
with pins, and fattened to the brim of my hat. An ex- 
planation was required on the fpot. It was now neceflary 
for me to ceafe eating a while, for fear of being choked 
with fome of the big words and long Dutch phrafes, which I 
was obliged to coin on the fpot, in order to convince her of 
the great utility of underftanding thefe little animals for 
medical and oeconomical purpofes, and at the fame time to 
the glory of the great Creator. Fortunately for me I defcant- 
ed on this fubjeit with great fuccefs, though not without 
fome inquietude ; for, in cafe I had not fucceeded, I fhould 
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^77^?| certainly have been turned out of doors for a conjuror (Jjex- 
WvO meefteri) but now, on the contrary, the good woman begged 
me to ftay, and I prognofticated to myfelf a good night's 
reft in fuch an elegant and well-furniflied houfe. Soon 
after there came a light cart, with company. This con- 
fifted, firft, of her daughter; fecondly, of a very flout fat 
country 'fquire or yeoman, Mr. M '■•'' **'", who was faid to 
be able to give each of his daughters four thoufand gui- 
neas on their marriage, one of whom had, by fome acci- 
dent or other, already lain in of a black child, the father 
of which, as a reward for his kindnefs, had been advanced 
from the condition of flave to that of prifoner for life in 
one of the Rohhen ifles, and the lady herfelf to that of 
wife to her father's baiUfF; thirdly, of the 'fquire's half bro- 
ther, ftill more corpulent than himfelf. The father of 
thefe gentlemen was a native of Livonia^ and had been a 
fbldier in the Swedifh fervice. They had feen an infeiS:- 
hunter before, but when they looked into my collection of 
herbs, and found it to contain not only flowers, but like* 
wife grafs and fmall branches of Ihrubs and trees, they 
could not forbear laughing at a fight fo unexpected. The 
young lady got from me all the intelligence I could give 
her on the fubjedt of pimples and freckles, and, by way 
of reimburfing myfelf, I afked her feveral qiieltions con- 
cerning domeflic remedies and the warm bath, which ftie 
had lately ufed for three weeks. She likewife, together 
with her mother, advifed me to pradtife phyfic in Paarl; 
but it is a great pity, they added^^ that a man who feems 
to underftand our diforders fo well, ihould fpeak our lan- 
guage fo ill. 
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There was no milk to be had here, but the want of it i^?^- 

' April. 

was amply fupplied by a very good and well-dreffed fup- Uo^O 
per* The wine went round in bumpers to each others 
healths, and to the continuance of our friendfhip and ac- 
quaintance. The converfation turned upon various fub- 
jeds, and among others, thofe of corpulency, and the cuftom 
of fleeping after dinner; and the efficient caufe of thefe, 
viz. the Livonian gentlemen's ufe of the warm bath in 
this climate, was difcuffed with great precifion. We wifh- 
ed one another a good night; but I myfelf refted very ill; 
for the unufually purfy batchelor, who fell to my Ihare, 
fnored continually, and proved very troublefome. He look- 
ed indeed very good-humoured, as well as his lively and 
plaifirige broeder^ but was not able to fay much ; and when 
he did fpeak, he wheezed fo much, as to be for the mod 
part unintelligible to me. He puffed and blowed more in 
putting on his flioes and flockings, than I did when I laft 
went up Table-mountain. The next morning I bid thefe 
good people adieu, and took the road leading to Berg-rivierj 
or Mountain river^ in Paarl. The ferry lay a good deal ' 
out of my way, who had no particular bufinefs to tranfadl 
on the other fide ; fo that having obferv^^d an uncultivated 
illet, three or four fathoms diftant from the bank, where the 
fheep and goats could not get to forcilall me in the bloom- 
ing produce of the foil, I ventured over on feme bundles 
of the palmites,(or^^o;7/J*^^//;///^)the plant I fpoke of above, 
which were fo fmooth and brittle, that, if I had chanced 
to make the leaft flip, I muft have been inevitably drowned 
by getting between them, or elfe under them. My hat 
and queue excepted, I went a botanizing on this ifland in 
Vol. I. K the 
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'772- the fame drefs as Adam wore in his ftate of innocence. 
v-<v^^ My ikin quite parched up by the fun, ferved, however, 
to convince me, that I had loft in my little paradife the 
dominion over the gnats and horfe-flies^ Thefe diminutive 
animals foon obliged me to turn back and put on my clothes, 
when I afterwards botanized along the courfe of the river, 
and fo palling through feveral farms, I arrived at Paarl at 
a miller's, who was fitting and taking his afternoon's nap* 
A more ferious and even feemingly furly chap, I never 
faw in my life. He fet before me an old crazy chair, and 
without afking who I was, faid dire6lly, JVbat will you 
chufe to have f {Wat zalye bruiken f) I fee, replied I, you 
have got fome tea, be fo kind as to give me fome bread to 
it, for I am both hungry and thirfty; I have fpent the 
whole day in culling of fimples. What^ have you eat 
nothing to-day f Girly bring fome meat ^ breads and a bottle 
of wine ! fays the crofs-grained old fellow. Accordingly I 
ate my belly full, and afterwards drank to his health; 
during the whole of which time he was fmoking his pipe 
in filence, and poring over an aftrological almanack of the 
laft century. During all which time, he did not once 
addrefs himfelf to me ; and to a queftion or two I afked 
him, he anfwered me fo Ihort, that I imagined he was 
extremely difpleafed with my vifit, and therefore could not 
help prefling him to accept of a pecuniary recompence for 
my entertainment. He anfwered me pofitively with a moft 
inflexible air, No ; that I certainly will notj it is our duty 
to afjifl travellers. For my fervant, without my know- 
ledge, he had ordered a good luncheon of bread and meat, 
but did not follow me half way over his flippery loam- 
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floor when I took my leave of him. AfFeded with an ^77}* 
internal fenfe of gratitude, I wiflied within myfelf, that vJ^vnJ 
heaven might pardon fo worthy a miller, in cafe he lliould 
at any time chance to trefpafs on his neighbour's corn. 

A little farther on lived a Kqfter^ that is, a Sexton, a 
fet of people that are more refpedled by the Calvinifts than 
with us. He was of black extraction by the mother's iide. 
I went in, fat myfelf down, and drank a difh of miferable 
tea without fugar. The Roller's wife, who was rather in 
years, was then lick in bed. I enquired into the nature 
of the diforder : but when I was told that the patient, not- 
withftanding the ufe of the warm bath for three weeks, 
remained as it were contracted in all her limbs, and her 
joints quite filled up with chalk- ftones, I did not chufe to 
fay any thing more, than that the gout was a terrible afflic- 
tion, and fhrugging'up my llioulders, enquired for the 
right road. Juft before the door grew the Cataputia plant. 
I alked the man if he made any ufe of the feeds, or 
whether I might gather any of them ? He anfwered, he did 
not ufe them himfelf, but in gejjeral gave them to his 
friends : Gather what you will of tbem^ continued he, / 
never beard any body ajk after tbem before^ wbat do you want 
them for ^ For medical purpofesj replied I. I now had 
brought an old houfe over my head, and was obliged to go 
in again, and hear the account of the old woman's illnefs, 
as well as explain the caufe of it. However, I thought it 
neceflary to inform her, with very little circumlocution, 
that her Hay in this calamitous world was likely to be of 
very ihort duration. She was glad to be freed from her 
mifery, and her hufband to get rid of a fickly wife; on 
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>772- which account they both of them feemed to hear my fatal 
kJt^ prognoftic with pleafure, and made me drink a couple of 
glaffes of wine for my pains ; and at the fame time offered 
to Ihew me the church, which flood juft by. By this edi- 
fice I could plainly perceive, that thefe boors beftowed no 
•more pains upon .God's houfe, than they did upon their 
own. This church was, indeed, as big as one of our 
largeft fized hay -barns, and neatly covered, as the other 
houfes are, with dark-coloured reeds; but without any 
arching or ceiling, fo that the tranfoms and beams within- 
fide made a miferable appearance. Altars and altar-tables 
are, I believe, never ufed in the reformed church. There 
were benches on the fides for the men, but the women 
have each of them their chair or ftool in the aifle. The 
pulpit was too plain and flovenly. 

From hence I fet off from home by a by-way, as little 
known to my guide as to myfelf. Eighteen China oranges, 
which I had bought in Paarl for one Ikelling Dutch, 
proved extremely ferviceable to me at this time; and a 
large roll of tobacco wljich my fervant had taken with him, 
was a fl:ill more defirable vade mecum for him. He carried 
really a heavy load, which however appeared to be very little 
burden to him. But on the other hand, it muft be con- 
fidered, that' he went on always in a ftrait line, while I con- 
tinually ran from one fide to the other, peeping among the 
buflies. It was already dark when we arrived at a farm- 
houfe, where the boor himfelf was not at 'home. During 
his abfence, I drew his wife into a converfation concerning 
houftiold affairs, and found (what I much wondered at in 
fo fubftantial a houfe) that they had feldom any great. 
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plenty of milk ; and this on account of the dry barren hills ^77^?^- 
near them, and other caufes not worth mentioning here ; ui-vO 
but that on the other hand, they had a good flock of 
Iheep, fome arable land, and vineyards, which, by means 
of water-conduits, might be rendered fertile. She was as 
generous and good kind of woman as one would wifh to 
fee, but unluckily happened to QfFer me* juft every thing 
that I did not wifh for, wine, brandy, and tobacco. Her 
hufband, a very brifk lively old fellow, being at lafl come 
home, immediately drank to me, faying. Perhaps you /up-- 
pofe that nobody knows any thing but yourfelf^ with your 
herbs and youy but you Jh all" fee that we African peafants are 
not all Jo Jlupid as you think for. Upon this, by way of ^ 
furprijing me, he displayed a few good books, and a heap 
of trafh, on almofl every fcience ; all of which I could do 
no other than commend, as he did nothing but run be- 
tween me and his book-cafe, and read over the whole title- 
page of every book, the printer's and bookfeller's name not 
being omitted. Tou fee^ fays he, thai I do not fpend my 
whole time in following the plough. We almofl called one 
another Goufin-Germans, he being a Livonian and I a 
Swede. At night there was no danger of ftarving for want 
of vidluals. Tou mufi eat hearty with us farmers^ faid the 
kind-hearted dame. Bat and fpare 7tot : and much good 
may it do you. They had their butter and cheefe, together 
with hung-beef, or rather buffalo flefh, from their grazing 
farms, almofl fix hundred miles up the country. By the 
appearance of the foup and green-peas I could plainly per- . 
ceive, that my learned hofl had not fludied any books of 
cookery, which in Africa would have been of much more 
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"772- ufe to him than poetry and the dead languages. The 
v^^ryO good woman of the houfe was obliged to go to bed alone, 
while her hufband employed himfelf with the hiftory of 
JosEPHUS, in order to convince me of his great attachment 
to ftudy. Many people in this country call their flaves, 
fome after the months, and others after the days of the 
week in which they were born. Accordingly early in the 
morning I was waked here by the horrid Ihrieks and cries 
of January and February^ who were undergoing the dif- 
cipline of their matter's lalh, becaufe the horfes had not 
been found the preceding evening. Soon after, the fa- 
nciily got ready for going to church, but were prevented 
by a Ihower of rain. In the mean time we ate our break- 
fefts, and drank to each others health ; upon which I 
returned them thanks and took leave of them, with a lun- 
cheon of bread and butter doubled together, and fluffed 
into my coat-pocket by-«i-^ hoft and hoftefs, by way of 
{weegkoji) or provilion for my journey. I was fecretly 
much afFeded at receiving fuch tokens of good-will, quite 
undeferved on my part, from the hands of people to whom 
I was an entire ftranger. 

The woman was goodnefs itfelf, but this goodnefs was 
enfhrined in a mighty phlegmatic body. The old fellow's 
phrafeology, as well as his library, difcovered, that he 
was, as well as myfelf, a run-away ftudent. I likewife 
afterwards came to know, that he had been a furgeon, 
and had been fent thither as a foldier by the crimps or 
kidnappers ; and at the fame time I learned, that he had 
got the greater part of his books by marriage with a par- 
fon's daughter, his prefent wife. This good woman could 
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not have chofen, to countera6l her pblegnty a more choleric ^2^^^^;^ 
piece of goods for a hulband, who, in fpite of a naturally Vi^vv/ 
good difpofition, was faid, for trifling faults, to have beat 
leveral of his flaves to death. I could, my dear Sir, 
adduce many inftances to prove, that the conftant exercife 
of any crime whatfoever, particularly of fuch as, like the 
Have trade, or the traflSicking with the liberties of mankind, 
are not only tolerated but even privileged, never fails to 
plunge men into diforders and mifdemeanors of various 
kinds. 

On the lands belonging to this farm Hands the Tower of 
Babel \ fo they call a little hill, which is mentioned by this 
name by Kolbe, as being of a remarkable fize, and 
which will ever remain a ftanding monument of this au* 
thor's inaccuracy. I pafs over my little adventures with 
ferpentSy fcorpions^ cameleons^ and other animals of the 
lizard kind, well knowing, that you are not endued with 
tafte enough to take pleafure in, and be fenlible of the 
beauties of, thefe reptiles, a clafs of animals with which 
this Canaan of Africa abounds. But I muft not omit to 
tell you, how much bewildered and puzzled we frequently 
were on our return homewards, particularly once on a 
large plain. After wandering about it for a confiderable 
time, we at length met with feven of the company's 
fervants or foldiers, but by no means to our advantage ;. 
for thefe my fellow-chriftians, intoxicated with the wine 
which they carried about them in leathern bottles or cala- 
bafles, were at variance among themfelves, and to all 
appearance did not wifh to give us any information, as 
every one of them pointed out to us an alraoft entirely dif- 
ferent 
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^77^^' ferent way. Jabbering to me all at once in High Dutch, Low 
V^vsJ Dutch, Hanoverian, Sec. they all endeavoured to make me 
believe, that I Ihould meet with rivers, mountains, de- 
ferts, and the like, if, according to their fea dialed, I did not 
fleer my courfe right. Another afked me whither I was 
bound? and then told me how I fliould lay my tacks to 
ftarboard and larboard. I thanked them, and got away 
from them as well as I could ; on which they formed a 
ring round my fervanty and chattered to him about the 
road till his head was quite turned. At length they got 
into a difpute themfelves about the fame fubjedt, by which 
means we both got loofe from them. What was now to 
be done ? Being without chart or compafs, I endeavoured 
to diredl my courfe by the fun, till I overtook a black hea- 
then, who was tending Iheep; and in confequence of 
whofe fober and fcnfible directions, I arrived in the even- 
ing at a farm-houfe, the bailiff of which, a Hanoverian, 
welcomed me in the mofl friendly manner, with a hearty 
flap of the hand, in the African flyle. He entertained me 
with milk, and an account of the love affairs and intrigues he 
had when he was a foldier in England. He alfo gave me a 
fcale or lift (which, by his defire, I took down in my 
pocket-book, as the refult of his own experience) of the 
conftant order of precedence in love, which ought to be 
obferved among the fair fex in Africa : this was as follows. 
Firft the Madagafcar women, who are the blackeft and 
handfomeft ; next to thefe the Malabar s^ then the Bugunefe 
or Malays^ after thefe the Hottentots, and laft and worft of 
all, the white Dutch women. The exceflively nice ftewed 
cabbage we had for fupper, he fuppofed to be the befl in 
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the world; and at the fame time, that its crifpnefs pro- ^J?^- 
ceeded from the foil being highly impregnated with fait- 
petre. In fadt, the land here was fandy and low, and 
probably contained much fea-falt. Being but two chriftians 
among twelve or fourteen men flaves, we bolted the door 
faft, and had five loaded pieces hanging over our bed* 
During the whole evening I had feen the flaves in fuch 
good humour, and fo kindly and familiarly treated, that 
(the want of liberty excepted) they really feemed to 
be better off than many fervants in Europe; I there- 
fore obferved to my hoft, that his mildnefs and kind- 
pefs was the beft pledge for their good behaviour, and the 
furefl; prefervative againft their attacks* It may be fo, 
replied he, but befides that, there are always fome run- 
away and rebel flaves wandering about, in order to plunder 
houfes of vidtuals and fire-arms, or elfe to draw others 
over to their party; we have likewife inflances of the 
blacks becoming furious at night, and committing murder, 
more particularly on the perfons of their mailers; but 
fometimes, if they camiot get at them, on fome of their 
comrades, or elfe upon themfelves. I am here in the 
place of a mafter to. them, and am obliged to punifti them 
whenever they behave ill to me or to each other. The 
Bugunefe in particular are revengeful, and fcrupulous with 
refpedl to the adminiflxation of juftice. Indeed, in order to 
avoid jealoufy, quarrels and murder, my mafter does not 
permit any female flaves to be kept here ; but I, for my 
part, could wifli it were otherwife here, as well as in other 
places, whereJ formerly was a fervant. As the cafe ftands now, 
they are lonefoine and folitary, and confequently flow and 
Vol. L L fluggifli 
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dollars. One that is newly brought from Madagafcar, or ^^75- 
is in other refpe6ts not fo Ikilf ul nor fo much to be depended s^^vO 
upon, cofts from an hundred to an hundred and fifty nx- 
doUars. A horfe that in Sweden would fetch ten rixdoUars, 
cofts at the Cape from thirty to forty ; a draught ox from 
eight to ten ; but a tolerable good milch-cow from twelve 
to fourteen ; one ditto brought from the mother country 
or any part of Europe, and of a fort that produces a great 
quantity of milk, will fell for forty or fifty rixdollars, and 
the purchafer may think himfelf favoured into the bargain ; 
all which has fince been confirmed to me by feyeral 
others. 

On Monday morning I took leave, and afked the road 
towards home, when I was anfwered, " There is no road this 
way. You muft leave the road that goes to the Cape to the 
right, and then go ftrait forward through the bufhes, 
when you will come within fight of the mountain that 
ftretches itfelf between Conftantia and the Cape ; then go 
ftrait forward over the dry barren plains, to the nook in 
the mountain ; you may remember it lies very near Con- 
ftantia and your houfe. You will find no more farms in your 
way home.'' Well ! thought I to myfelf, this looks as if I 
fhould dine upon grafs to-day; I was vexed at having had no 
breakfaft, and was too balhful to give a hint of it to my hoft, 
who the day before had received me with fuch hofpitality. 
We had not long been in fight of the mountain, before we 
faw a cloud arife from it, which did not turn to rain till it 
arrived at the plain we were in. This Ihower, which was 
pretty heavy, fubje£ted me to the greateft inconveniencies^ 
having expofed myfelf to be wet through, in order to 
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]77|j- Ihelter my herbal . But fuch is the nature of this climate, that 

V^vO in a few minutes, as foon as the fun Ihone out again, I 

was quite dry. In the evening, when I came to Alphen^ I 

learned, that it had not rained there in the leaft, but the 

cloud covered the mountain in its ufual way. 

I muft not omit to tell you, that on the road I feveral 
times entered into religious difcourfe witl> my heathen 
companion ; he aflerted, that I was the firft that had fpoken 
to him on that fubjedt, at the fame time that he was fo 
ftupid (for fo he called himfelf ) as not to know or com- 
prehend any thing concerning it, nor did he think it was 
for him to trouble himfelf with thefe matters ; however, 
he did not feem unwilling to believe every thing that any 
body Ihould think proper to tell him. His thoughts had 
never afcended to a fuperior being, nor led him to the firft 
origin of any thing, neither to the creation nor to the 
Creator. He very well knew, that the white men 
affembled together in the churches, but had never thought 
of afking to what purpofe. " Very likely it may be fo,*' was 
the anfwer he ufually made me, when I talked to him on 
this fubjedt. Notwithftanding this, he feemed to have in 
fome meafure an abhorrence of vice, and a veneration for 
what was good. The perfon, who at that time recom- 
mended him to my fervice, gave him the character of 
being extremely faithful. Upon the whole, his mind was 
capable enough of being illumined ; but as the making of 
profelytes brings the Dutch in neither capital nor intereft, 
this poor foul, with many others of his countrymen, was 
negledted. But more of this and other matters by the 
next opportunity that oflfers. I am, 8cc. 
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With the botanical excurllon, the detail of which is ^7^* 
given in this letter, I was extremely weU pleafed on feve- V,^Y%Jt* 
ral accounts. The fix laft days of it might almoft be call- 
ed 2i forced tnarcbj intermixed with a good deal of leaping, v 
and (what tires one fuU as much) clambering. With the 
fame inclination, howfever, I think I could have lafted out 
feveral days longer, in the fame manner. The next day 
after my departure from the Cape, was, as I have already 
related, the moft tirefome to me; afterwards both my 
limbs and joints feemed to get more ufed to the exercife. 
The tWQ: or three firft days after I had got home, I felt 
myfelf fore and tender, or, as people ufually exprefs it, « 
beat and bruifed all over, but this went oiBf by degrees : in 
like manner as, thanks to the violent exercife I had taken, 
fome difagreeable, though flight touches of a rheumatic 
gout entirely vanifhed, with which I had been troubled 
fome time before, and th^t chiefly in rainy weather ; and ' 
which did not return upon me, before I was expofed to the : 
cold in the Antar(5lic polar circle. After my return. home, , 
however, I was wife enough to make a little ;excurliQn i 
every day.. 
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SECT. V- 



Refidence at Alphen, after the Author^s return 

from PaarL 



A^ ni' T ^ ^^^ ^^ ^y exctirfions I had the good fortune to meet 
\^YsJ ^ with Mr. Hemmy, the fub-governor, on his farm, in 
thediftriftofConftantia; who, though he thought highly of 
the fcience of botany, was yet aftoniflied that my enthu- 
iiafm for it Ihould have carried me fb far about in the 
fpace of fix days, viz. from the Cape over ^Tyger-berg 
through FaarU Botlary^ and fo in a circle home again, 
and this by no means by the neareft way. 

Mr. Hemmt's garden was one of the bell in the diftridt ; 
he had taken pains to p«:ocure grafts of orange and lemon- 
trees, and layers of the pomegranate from Spain, from 
which he promifed himfelf fruit equal to the Spanilh, as 
what grows at the Cape at prefent is not quite fo good. 
Divers forts of cherry-trees, that grow here, fcarcely pro- 
duced a lingle cherry, though various trials had been made 
with them in different fpots. The beft method he had 
found of rooting out a uniola^ which was overrunning his 
kitchen-garden, was to fow the latter with cabbage for a 
year, as he had obferved, that this weed never throve on 
land where cabbages had been fown. The pifang was to 
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be met with in his garden of a luxuriant growth, but was ^77^- 
faid not to produce fruit of fo high a flavour as it does in ^^^rs^ 
its native country. A fpecies of this grows wild in the 
Houtniquas country, a diftridt fomewhat to the eaft of 
Mufcle-bay ; though I could never find it there my felf, 

I continued at the farm at Alphen till about the middle 
of November, Entirely taken up with the Cape plants, I 
did not feldom revolve in my mind, how I Ihould go on 
with them for months and years enfuing; but fate had 
ordered it otherwife. In fail, it was ordained, that I fliould 
fuddenly change the continent of Africa, its delightful 
fummer-climate, and its beautiful flowers, for a bleak cold 
ocean, blocked up with mountains of ice* 
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CHAP.. III. 



Voyage to the South-Sea. 



SECT. L 

'!fhe Circumjlances which gave occajion to this Voyage. 

'77.2' 'nr^HE circumftances which gave occafion to this voyage 
yS>r*J ^ were as follows : The fliips Refolution and jidventure, 
deftined to make a voyage towards the South Pole and round 
the globe, were at that time at anchor in 'fable-bay. The 
Aleflrs. FoRSTER went with them in the capacity of natu- 
ralifls ; and had an appointment from the Britilh crown of 
4000I. fterling, or 8000 ducats, for the whole expedition. 
They were brought to Alpben by Major Van Prehm, in order 
to be introduced to me. By this means I had the pleafure 
of enjoying their company for a couple of days. As the 
fouthem continent, which was ftill pretty generally fup- 
pofed to exift, had taken no fmall hold on my imagination, 
this was fufficient inducement for me to congratulate thefe 
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gentlemen on the truft repofed in them, and the good ^77^- 
fortune they had in vifiting as naturalifts, fo diftant and \Jy^ 
unknown a part of our globe. I found them not only 
eager each for his own part to fulfil what the world ex- 
pedled and required of them, but they even went fo far 
in their zeal for the more accurate inveftigation of nature, 
as to think of procuring an affiftant, at no fmall coft to 
themfelves, and therefore ojBfered me my voyage gratis, 
with part of fuch natural curiofities as they might chance 
to colledt, on condition of my affifting them with my^poor 
abilities. Such an unexpedted return to my compliment 
had almoft deprived me of the power of anfwering them, 
had not my heart dicStated to me the moft lively expreflions 
of gratitude to them, for the confidence they placed in me. 
But before I could give a determinate anfwer to fo lucra- 
tive and agreeable a propofal, which at the fame time that 
it did me fo much honour, likewife fet before me a tedious, 
difficult, and dangerous voyage, the affair feemed to re- 
quire fome confideration. Should I accept this offer, thought 
I, and the event prove fortunate, I fliould foon forget my 
fatigues, nay, frequently remember with pleafure the dif- 
ficulties I had undergone. On the other hand, (hould I 
once negledt this opportuaity, I fliould long have to up- 
braid myfelf with the omiflion. I recoUedted, that the 
great Linnaeus had frequently faid, nothing had vexed him 
more in his whole life, than that, when he refided in Hol- 
land, he had not accepted of the offer which had been 
made him of paying a vifit to the Cape of Good Hope. 

As two Swedes, Dr. Solander and Mr. Spoerixg, with 
fingular credit to themfelves and advantage to fcience, had 

Vol. I. M before 
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j7Jf^- before undertaken a voyage to New Holjaijd, &c, ftiid fp 
OvO round the world? I could not help wifliing that 9, Swede 
likewife might have the opportunity of making 9. vifit to 
the fbuth pole, and the continent fuppofed to be in the. 
vicinity of it. For firft, I had reafon as well as the Meflrs. 
FoRSTER to hope, that the afliftance of a third naturalift 
(meaning myfelf) might add to the difcoveries of the 
curious produ^ions of nature, which the two others wer6 
fo intent upon making ; efpecially in thofe places, which 
were now about to be vifited for the firft, and probably 
for the laft time. And then, in cafe that any of the plants 
which are fo ufeful in the colder parts of the north fhould 
be found in the fouth, who could be fuppofed capable of 
colle6ling them with fuch afliduity, or of preferving the 
feeds of them with fo much care as a Swede ? Again, on the 
other hand, if my voyage Ihould prove unfuccefsful, I was 
in hopes that my miferies, together with life itfelf, and all 
its train of attendant evils, would have a fpeedy end. Oc- 
cupied by refiedtions of this kind, I pafTed the night, more 
reftlefs than perhaps wi!l be eafily imagined. The next 
morning by day-break, the diftradtion of my thoughts car- 
ried me to my chamber window ; here I fixed my eyes on 
the adjacent meadows, as though I meant to afk the plants 
and flowers that grew on them, whether I ought to part 
with them fo haftily. They had for a long time been 
almoft my Only joy, my fole friends and companions ; and 
now it was thefe only, which in a great meafure prevented 
me from making the voyage. At length I came to the 
refolution of undertaking it ; yet with a fixed determina- 
tion, that if I had the good fortune to come back to the 
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Cape^ I would again occupy myfelf on this fame fpot with ]77^^ 
the moft delightful of all employments, the inveftigation %.^vO 
of nature. I therefore began to get ready for my journey; 
and fent fpecimens of the infects and plants I had colle6led 
to the chevalier Linne' and other lovers of the fcience. 
The reft of my colledlions, &:c. I left at the Cape, at the 
refident's houfe, deliring him to difpatch them to Sweden, 
in cafe he fliould receive any certain information of our 
Ihip's being loft; or that my abfence for any length of 
time, ftiould give him reafon to doubt of my return. 
The danger of the journey was, however, the leaft of my 
cares ; the fuppofed length of it, together with my igno- 
rance of the Englifti language, as well as of the difpofition 
of the people, with whom I was to be converfant during 
the whole time, perplexed me much more. The farewel 
letters I wrote to fome of my relations were fo much 
the more painful to me, as I could eafily imagine to 
myfelf their anxiety and unealinefs on the account of my 
impending fate. I therefore thought it moft a'dvifeable, to 
reprefent my journey to be as eafy and commodious as 
was confiftent with any degree of probability. 

In the feven months that had pafled fince my departure 
from my native country, I had received no news from 
thence. I now gave up all thoughts of getting a fingle 
word of intelligence from any part of Europe for four 
times that period. Thus circumftanced, how much it 
coft me to go on board, I leave thofe to imagine who are 
not entirely devoid of feeling. 

What happened during this remarkable voyage, I fear 
wouid be liable to tedious repetitions, were I to relate it in 
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^77.y the form of a journal, partly on account of the frequent 
yJ^y^J occurrence of events pretty nearly refembling each other, 
and partly by reafon that various iflands were vifited feveral 
times ; a more particular account of the voyage therefore, 
I muft defer to fome other opportunity. In the mean 
while, for the fake of preferving the order and connexion 
of time, it feems requifite, that I fhould here, in its proper 
place, give fome account, though as concifely as poflible, 
of the different regions we explored during the fucceeding 
twenty-eight months, till the time of my landing again fafe 
at the Cape. * 
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SECT. II. 

Voyage from the Cape of Good Hope to New 

Zealand* 



ON the 2 2d of November, 1772, at four o*ciock in the 1772. 
afternoon, we failed from the Cape. The very fame ^[^i^J^ 
day ftormy weather, and the difagreeable kind of ficknefs 
which ufually attends i)eople atiea on their fetting out, ap- 
peared to a degree fufficient to make many wifti themfelves 
on Ihore. Within eighteen days from our leaving the flowery 
meads of the Cape, we found ourfelves very near a eonfider- 
able large floating ifland of ice. The thermometer ftood at 
a few degrees above the freezing point, while our latitude 
was only 50 deg. fouth. How difagreeably we pafled the 
remainder of the fummer in this hemifphere, mtay be ga- 
thered from this, that we made our way through floating 
iflands of ice, fometimes as big as mountains, till we came: 
to lat. 67'. 10'"; fo that we are, and probably fliali 
continue to be, the only mortals that can boaft of the 
frozen honour (if I may fo call it) of having pafled the ant- 
ar<flic polar circle. A hundred and twenty-tWo days, or 
fomething more than feventeen weeks, were elapfed, with- 
out our having been able to fee land; but not without 
our having gone through divers perils, not to mention tha. 
hardihips which we underwent of various kinds; efpeci- 
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>773. ally that of having, for the greater part of the above-men- 
V^v-0 tioned period, remained in exceffively. cold latitudes, con- 
tinually furrounded with ice. The aurora auftraliSy which 
in the fouthern hemifphere is the fame as the northern 
lights in ours, afpecSlacle never before feen by a European, 
now appeared feveral- times in the month of March, oA 
the 26th day of which month we anchored in iDu/ky-hay^ 
lituated near the fouthernmoft promontory of New Zealand, 
From hence we went to CooKs Straits, where we had a fight 
of that mdH Angular jundtion trf the water with the cloild^ 
which by failbrs is called the water-fpout; and the next 
day, being the i8th of April, we anchored in S^efi 
Cbarldtte's Sound. The other ihip, the Adventure, had 
been feparated from us eVer fince the 8th of January by a 
fog. After this flie had inveftigated the weftern coaft of 
Van Diemeffs Land in New Holland, and a part of the coaft 
by which it is fuppofed to be joined with South Wales, 
which latter country was difcovered in Captain Cook's 
former voyage. It was great pleafure to us to find, that 
this ftiip had, fortunately for us, landed at the place pre- 
vioufly agreed upon for the rendezvous. The plants and 
trees in this country are, excepting Ibme of its ferns and 
moffes, almoft entirely unknown, and different from thofe 
that grow in other parts of the globe. Thefe, therefore, 
together with the new fpecies of birds and fifties which are 
to be found here, afl^ded me ah agreeable occupation. 
The inhabitants, on the other hand, a race of cannibals, 
live in ftich a miferable condition, and have fuch manners 
and cuftoms, as may ferve to excite our compaftion, and 
'make us blufti for our own fpecies ; yet, as among civilized 
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nations there are not wanting fuch as are a difffrace to *773- 
human nature, fo among thefe very devourers of their v^^vIO 
own fpecies, one might difcover fome traces of a good 
difpofition, as well as the feeds of ingenuity, which, under 
the foftering care of the foul-informing fciences, might 
render thefe our fellow-creatures, now plunged in darknefs, 
a much more virtuous and happy people, than they are at 
prefent. 

This nation chiefly depends on fifhing for its fupport ; 
and by purfuing fuch an uncertain livelihod, they want 
both time and inclination for agriculture and the mechani- 
cal arts, as well as for that order and regularity which is 
vequifite for the prevention of the ba^barifm in which 
thefe poor p^ple are a^ually plunged. For while tUey are 
ieeking afte?" their food in the water, they fufFer their lands 
to be infefted with an uncommonly large kind of flinging 
nettle, not to mention other weeds and thorny plants, fo 
that, unfettled and continually floating, on account of the 
animals, which they have to purfue in a bovmdlefs element, 
they are very frequently obliged to tranfport their huts and 
fiftimg-tackle to defert iliores. Notwithftanding this, the 
foil poflefles fuch a degree of fecundity, that it is capable 
of being converted into the moft fertile arable land or vine- 
yards, fufficient to give food and other conveniencies of 
life to a great number of inhabitants, who, united among 
themfelves, might compofe a very powerful republic, and 
be in a condition to extend their commerce and conquefts 
over the whole Pacific Ocean. (Collate with this my ora- 
tion on laying down the office of prefident of the royal 
academy of fciences.) 

SECT* 



Digitized by 



Google 



8S A VOYAGE to the 



SECT. III. 



Firjl Voyage from New Zealand to Otaheite^ and 
from thence back again to New Zealand. 



I77^ /^ N the 7th of June we failed from New Zealand^ and 
V^!^ V-/ had thoughts of taking in refrelhments in fome of 
the warmer iflands, as the cold feafon was now fet in in 
this part of the woiid. After we had been at fea a few 
dayS) we refolved upon killing a fat, though ugly Dutch 
dog, before the fcurvy, together with the ftiort commons 
of the fhip, Ihould render his fleih unfit for eating. Al- 
ready ufed in our run between the Cape and New Zealand 
to put up with Iheep that had died of the fcurvy or other 
diforders, difeafed hens and geefe, we certainly were not 
now in a condition to turn up our nofes at a roafted dog, 
which was really very palatable and well tailed. After we 
had paffed the tropic, we came in fight of divers iflands, 
fome of which had been difcovered before, and others 
were hitherto entirely unknown ; and on the 1 6th of Au- 
guft we arrived at the far-fimftd, though, perhaps, too 
highly celebrated, iiland. of Otabeite, We were in the 
greateft danger of fuffering fhipwreck on this ifland, facred 
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to love ; for our keel ftruck feveral times very hard acfainfl: ,^773^ 

' ^ O Auguil:. 

the coral rocks, before we came to anchor. After remain- w^rO 
ing here fourteen days, we vilited the iflands of Huaheine^ 
Uliatea, and Otaha^ and afterwards difcovered a new, but pro- 
bably uninhabited ifland ; after* this we- looked out for the 
iflands of New Amjier dam 'SiVid New Middleburgj difcovered 
about a hundred years ago by Tasman ; and having found 
them,^ and taken in refrefliments there, returned again to 
^een Charlotte^ s SoUndy in New Zealand^ after having been 
abfent from it about half a year; During this run, ac- 
cording to the time of the year it was winter ; but, with 
refpedt to our feelings and the warmth of the weather, it 
was fumm^er. We.likewife met with a greater variety of 
remarkable, fubjedts for defcription (fuch as the different 
countries, their produce, the nations that inhabited them, 
and their peculiar cuftoms- and manners) than I am able 
to comprize here in a fmall compafs. I cannot, however, 
help relating fome few events that happened at different 
times : as for inftance, one evening when both fliips, 
driving before a briflt gale of wind,, wanted to fpeak with 
each other, they came fo near together in confequence of 
the great fwell of the fea, and the dilatory mano^uvering 
of the men at the helm of one of the. fliips, that not- 
withftanding the officer of the watch repeatedly called 
out with the greatcfl: anxiety, J} ar board and porty they 
were within a hair's breadth of ftriking againfl: each other ; 
in which cafe they would doubtlefs have daflied one another 
to pieces in an infl:ant, or elfe have both gone to the bottom. 
As befides myfelf very few people, not even the officers 
Vol. L N belonging 
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»77 J- Ijelonging to the watch, were on deck, this accident is neither 
*JnrO .mentioned in the log-book of the ftiip, nor in any of the 
journals yet publiflied. It feemed in the beginning as if 
both fhips would ftrike with their broadlides againft each 
other, but diredly upon that the Adventure dropped 
aftem, and with the point of her bowfprit came within two 
or three yards at leaft'of our mizen-fhrouds, and fo made 
a flourifti over our tafFarel and enfign-ftafF. Upon this, 
an officer who belonged to another watch immediately ob- 
served, that it was in the higheft degree imprudent, and 
without the leaft Ihow of reafon, to fail up to each other 
in fuch a brifk gale and high furge ; to which the officer 
of the watch made no farther reply, than juft to repeat 
ieveral times with great feeming fatisfa<5tion, ** It is all 
over now." Indeed, they both allowed, that we were very 
near fuffering fhipwreck in the middle of the ocean. The 
other accident I fliall relate, concerned myfelf alone. Once, 
when I was on a botanical excurfion in Huaheine, fome 
Indians fell upon me and plundered me ; leaving the up- 
per part of my body quite naked, with feveral marks 
of violence on my head and breaft. This incident pro- 
ceeded partly from a fancy the Indians had taken to 
my clothes, and partly from a Ipirit of revenge; Captain 
Cook having juft before been obliged to drive away an 
vimpudent Indian by force, and take his weapons from 
him. 

We were feparated from the Adventure on the coaft 
■.of New Zealand by a ftorm, and never faw her after- 
wards. We had left ^een Charlotte s Sound before fhe 
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came to an anchor there, when flie had the misfor- /773- 

Auguft. 

tune to lofe her whole boat's crew, cofifting of ten men, V^rV 
who were killed, roafted, and eaten by the cannibals. 
Upon which Ihe fet out on her way home, and arrived 
in Europe a year before the fliip commanded by Captaia 
Cook. 
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SECT. IV. 

Second Voyage from New Zealand to Otaheite^ and 
from thence back again. 



No^'^^ /^N the 25th of November in the year 1773* we fail- 
\^y%j^^ ed from New Zealand, in order once more, and 
during another fummer, to explore the cold fouthern 
latitudes. From the 13th to the 21ft of December we 
for the firft, and in all probability for the laft time, pafled 
over that part of the globe, which is the dire6t antipodes to 
Sweden : fo that I was now on the fpot the moll diftant 
from my native country of any on the whole globe ; as 
the neareft way home, fuppofing one could go through 
the center of the earth, or the length of the whole earth's 
diameter, was about io^v^xi thoufand nine hundred and 
feventy miles. This aftonifhing diftance, however, did not 
prevent my rapid imagination from frequently viliting my 
beloved countrymen and relations during this period, 
while my feet were in -diredl oppolition to their's. After 
this we advanced ftill farther, infomuch that on th^ 20 th of 
December we pafled the antar£itc circle a fecond time, and 
did not rejiafs it till the ;i5th ; fo that we kept our Chrift- 
mas-eve (though, it muft be owned, a very meagre one) 
,in the : frigid zon^. On the 26th of the following month 

we 



Digitized by 



Google 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 



93 



Ve paffed the fouthem polar circle, for the third time. ^^774- 
We now penetrated into the fouthern regions as far as we v^^^yxJi 
could poflibly go ; being, before we had got to 7 1 deg, 
14 min. prevented by the ice from putting in execution 
the fcheme we had fondly formed of holding the Britifh 
flag in a lixth part of the world, or even on the fouthern 
pole itfelf. We now therefore turned about to the north, 
in order to take in refrefliments in a warmer climate, as 
winter or the cold feafon was expedted foon to return. 

On the 14th of March we anchored oflf Eajier-ijland^ 
which is lituated in 27 deg. S. lat, and 109 deg, 46 min. 
W. long. Here we found no good water, and few refrefli- 
ments of any fort. The lava and other volcanic produdlions 
that we faw here, together with fome huge images of ftone 
raifed to fome height from the ground, plainly evinced, 
that fome violent revolution of the earth had defaced a 
country which had been formerly in a more flouriftiing 
condition, and had thus reduced a once powerful nation tQ 
the wretched ftate in which we now found it. 

On the 1 6th of March we failed from henee, and or\ 
the 7 th of April anchored off one of the Marquefas iflands. 
Thefe are lituated in about i o deg. of lat. The greater 
part of them were difcovered by the Spaniards a hundred 
years ago. The inhabitants gave us feveral proofs of their 
hoftile difpolition, as well as of their turn for thieving, fo 
that we were obliged to leave them fome bloody marks of 
the efficacy of our fire-arms. Having ftaid here a few days 
we fet fail, and after a quick paflage landed TiX.'feokeay in 
lat. 1 4\ We met with fome hoftilities from the people 
here, but contented ourfelves with iiifpiring then) with 
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1774- terror, by firing our cannons over their heads. We after- 
Kyy^ wards difcovered feveral fmall iflands, and at length, on the 
2 2d of April, came to anchor for the fecond and laft time 
oS Otabeitej where we remained till the 14th of May* 
Various circumftances contributed to render our abode here 
more delightful than before. We now procured many more 
interefling informations touching this country and people^ 
than were known before. On the ad of June we were 
informed by fome of the inhabitants, that two Ihips l^d 
landed at Hiiaheine and Ovabeiney one of which was larger 
than ours. By fubfequent accoimts from Spain we now 
know, that this fhip was from the Spanifli fettlements in 
America ; and that the year before,, during our ftay at 
Otaheite, fome of the crew belonging to a Spanilh Ihip had 
been left there, one of whom had adlually hid himfelf in 
a crowd of people, on being, though drefled in the Indian 
falhion, taken by an Englilh failor for an European, and 
accordingly accofted by him in the French language. This, 
with feveral other circumftances, makes it highly probable^ 
that the Spanifh fhips were fent both years to be fpies 
upon us, and to make reprifals upon us in return for 
our vifits in a part of the world of which they are fo 
extremely jealous, and of which they look upon themfelves 
as the fole proprietors; efpecially confidering that pre^ 
vioufly to this they have, merely on account of their car- 
rying on an illicit commerce, punifhed many Englilhmen, 
by condemning them to hard labour in their mines,. (See 
theGottingen Magazine for 1780, No. I. p. 75.) 

After we had quitted Otaheite^ we paid a vifit to Huaheine 
and Ulitea^ likewife for the fecond and laft time ; leaving 

4 on 



Digitized by 



Google 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 95 

on the latter ifland a fenfible youth, who about eight *7^74- 
months before had had the courage to come on board of V^^vvi^ 
us. His name was Oedide, though he was otherwife 
called Maheine. 

On the 4tii of June we failed from Uliteaj and on the 
6th pafled by Hove\ ifland. On the 1 6th we difcovered 
Palmerjiones ifland, and on the aoth Savage ifland, fo 
Called from our being received by the favages there in a 
very hoftile manner* They hit me on the arm with a large 
ftone, and threw a javelin among us. For which reafon 
we did not ftay to anchor here, but went on to Namocka^ 
or New Rotterdam^ one of the friendly ifles above-men- 
tioned. In the fame vicinity w^e faw feveral iflands, be- 
fldes thofe difcovered by T as man, and upon one of them 
there appeared a volcano. On the 2d of July we defcried a 
fmall inhabited ifland, which we called turtle IJlandj and 
the next day made a hafty landing there. On the i6th 
we came to the iflands difcovered by QuiRos, which M. 
Bougainville inveftigated more narrowly, calling them 
the Cyclades\ but Captain Cook, who now difcovered a 
greater number of them, gave to the whole of this Arcbi^ 
peJago the name of the New Hebrides. Off one of thefe, to 
which we gave the name of Mallicola^ we caft anchor on 
the aid of July* Here we found a diminutive race of 
people, which fpoke a very Angular language, and made 
ufe of poifoned weapons. They received us in a friendly 
manner, notwithftanding which there happened a flcirmifli 
between us ; however, after flaying there a couple of days> 
we parted friends. 

On 
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Ar^ii ^^ ^^^ 3^ ^^ Auguft we anchored for a few hours be-^ 
V-/vO fore Irromanga^ a newly-difcovered ifland, the mhabitants 
of which* offered to detain our captain and boat ; an attempt 
which many of them paid for with their lives, although 
but two of our people were w^ounded. On the 5th we 
anchored before the ifland of ^anna^ in 19 deg. 30 min: 
S, lat, Clofe by the harbour there was a volcano, which 
fhowered down aflies upon us every day. The fmoke, flame^ 
and loud thunder proceeding from this mountain, afforded 
a beautiful and fublime fpedlacle. The inhabitants fpok* 
a peculiar language, of which we had not the leafl know-- 
ledge ; and (hewed us much friendfhip, though not with* 
out committing fome hoflilities, which drove us to the dif^ 
agreeable neceflity of ftainingthis otherwifeholpitable fhore^ 
with the blood of fome of the inhabitants. On the 20tb 
we fleered again for the northern ifles of this Archipelago, 
but at length quitted them entirely, after having fpent in 
the inveftigation of them forty-fix days ; a period of time, 
in which we alternately experienced pleafure, difgufl, and 
danger. More than once we were expofed to the poifoned 
weapons of the natives, from the flightefl wound arifing 
from which, we had every reafon to dread as painful and 
terrible a death, accompanied with madnefs, as happened to 
fome of Captain Carteret\ crew, when they were wounded 
on the coafl of New Guinea. At one time our fliip had run 
aground ; at another flie was in danger of dafhing againfl 
the rocks ; and at another time, viz. on the ift of Augufl, 
of being confumed by fire in the open jfea; when it would 
have been our wretched fate, either to be blown up into the 
air, or to have fought for death ourfelves in the briny ocean. 

On 
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On the 4th of September, after three days fail, we dif- sefumba.' 
covered the largeft ifland, next to New Zealand.^ in the 
whole Pacific Ocean, which by Captain Cook was called 
New Caledonia, and feeraed with relpe<5t to its foil and ve- 
getables to refemble New Holland. The inhabitants were 
civil and hofpitable, but poor, and fpoke a language pecu- 
liar to therpfelves. At this place, by great good fortune, 
I avoided eating the liver of a poifonous fifli, in company 
with the captain and Meffrs. Forjlert who were extremely 
ill for fqme days afterwards. On the 1 5th, for want of 
wind, we were near being driven on the rocks ; and on the 
28th at night were in the moft dangerous fituation, being 
furrounded by a coral reef. That evening, , when I went 
to bed, there was the greateft probability that I fhould 
never wake again, but at my very laft gafp : however I 
had the good fortune to fall immediately into a found deep, 
and the next morning when I awoke, to find that I had 
efcaped the moft imminent danger that could well be 
imagined. 

On the loth of 0<5tober we faw Norfolk ifland, in £9 
deg. 2 min. S. lat. the firft difcovery the Englifh made 
beyond the tropics. We landed upon it, and found it un- 
inhabited. On the 1 8th we came for the third time to 
anchor in S^een Cbarlott^% Sound in New Zealand. 
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SEC T. V. 

Voyage from New Zealand to Terra del Fuego^ and 
from thence farther on towards the South Pole* 



1774- f^\ N the I Cth of November we failed from New Zea- 
C^^>j ^^ land. Our ihip was now found to have fpning a 
leak, biit not of any confequence. In the fpace of fix 
Weefcs, we had failed over the wliole ocean between New- 
Zealand 2nd the fouthernmoft part of America ; and on the- 
aoth of December anchored to the fotith of 'Terra del FuegOy 
where we faw the moft wretchied race of men in the world- 
On the 29th we pafled Cape Horny and on the 51ft, or 
New-year^ eve, we ^chored off a little ifland near Staaten- 
ktndi in the ftraits of Le Maire ; here we had an agreeable 
amnf^ment in hunting an innumerable quantity of fea- 
Iten^j fea'ls, ^d fea-fowls. 

On the 23d df January, 1775^ we failed to the fouth- 
eaft, and on the 14th difcovered the ifland oi South Georgia^ 
in lat. 54deg. 38 min. Here we landed in allfpeed, and' 
though it was now the fummer feafon, we found the whole 
country covered with an eternal fnow, excepting fcjme of its 
coafts, on which there grew only one fingle fpecies of grafs, 
and a fort of fajiguiforba» This horrid country, however, 
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afforded us fome frefh proviflons, viz. the flefh of the *'7$. 

•*• January, 

fea-Iion and feal ; a kind of food that we had fome time v.^vv/ 
before learnt to put up with. We afterwards found, one 
after another, fevcral finall iflands and rocks ; on one of 
which, in confequence of a fog arifing, we very narrowly 
efcaped being fliipwrecked ; an accident which, in the 
circumftances we were in, would inevitably have put an 
end to our voyage and difcoveries, together with our 
lives. 

On the 28th of January, in lat. 60, the Ihip could make 
no way on account of the ice. On the 31ft we found 
ourfelves in a fog, and very near a high land, every where 
covered with an eternal fnow ; but the approach of winter 
and other circumftances, occafioned us to give over aU 
farther inveftigation of this |dace. The fartheil point of 
land that we could fee, we called the fouthera lljuley as 
being the remoteft land feen in this hemifphere. 
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SECT. VI. 



Return to the Cape of Good Hope. 



jjgjj^^ A T length we quite turned our backs Upon thefe cold 
V^v^ Jlm. latitudes, when the daUy increafing warmth, and 
o\a approach to the north, to the civilized world,^ to bur 
friends and our houfie, contribiited to enliven us with the 
hopes of a quick and fortunate conclufioit tQ die whole 
voyage, and the many difagreeable circumftances attending 
it. But that we now had many mate hardihips fo under- 
go, than Byron, Wallis, and Cook had fu£fered in their 
former voyages round the earth, many of «ur officers, as 
well as of the crew,' who had ^^een on one or more of 
thofe voyages, attefted. The purpofes intended to be an- 
fwered by our voyage, particularly that of approaching as 
near as we could to the fouth pole, required other attempts 
to be made, other dangers to be undergone : the remainder 
of the voyage confequently, was almoft a concatenation of 
dangers and hardihips. 

On the 1 7 th of March we faw land, viz. the coaft oi Africa, 
The reader may eafily imagine, how delightful a fight this 
was to us. In the mean time, totally ignorant, as we 
were, of the ftate of aflfairs in Europe, we could not, even 
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when in fight of the harbour itfelf, affure oi^rfelves that j^t?^ 
we fhould not be picked up by fome unknown enemy, v^^vO 
who might carry us out as prifoners perhaps to the moft 
diftant part of the Eaft-hidies. The next day, however, 
we overtook a Dutch veflel, and received from her the 
joyful news of a general peace. Before night we faw 
feveral fails more^ which feemed to be fteering by the Cape, 
aiad making as faft as poffible for Europe ; and with no 
fmall pleafure, particularly on my part, we faw the 
Swedifh flag flying upon two of them. In fadt, the ocean 
had hitherto, during our voyag^e,. been, really too lonefome 
and defolate a theatre to us;, and it would be neceflary to 
be as^ weary of the uniformity of it, as we were, in order 
to enjoy a fight upon it, which at any other time would 
have beea of no confequence. Neither is it any wonder, 
that in fo long a fpace of time, we came to. be in fome 
meafure weary of each others company ; when, for inftance^ 
thofe who were ufed to entertain the company with tales 
and anecdotes, were obliged to have recourfe two or three 
times to the fame llories, in order to. fur nifli their quota 
in converfation.. 

The following morning we overtook an EngKfli.fliip call- 
ed the True Briton^ commanded by Captain Broadly, who 
fent us fome old news^-papers. Replete with ajffedlion for my 
native country, I fir ft and foremoft, with the greateft.eager- 
nefs, ran over all the articles in them that concerned Sweden; 
but found only a couple of lines, which g;ive me to undep- 
ftand that a great revolution had taken place there, yet 
did not fay when or how. This gave rife to divers conr 
je<5lures amongft us, and was to me in particular an afFeadtr 
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March ii^g f^j^<^ to j-urtiiiiate upon ; but from what the feftglifli 
w^^ t6ld me, as well as from what my own ideas fuggefted to me, 
I was coiivinced, the diforder and confufion of the Swediih 
government were th«n almoft at luch a height, that affairs 
were fcarcely capable of growing worfe, and that thus this 
news in all probability argued fomething better. This 
confederation was not without its efFecSt in comforting me, 
till time Ihewed how extremely right we had been in our 
conjedtures. 

At length onihe Wednefday following, being the 2 id 
of March, 177 5^ after a voyage of fixty thoufand miles, 
^nd an abfence of two years and a quarter from the Chrif- 
tian and civilized part of the world, we came again to 
anchor in Tahle-bay. Thofe who before us had failed round 
the globe always went to the weftward, and thus loft a day 
in their reckoning. But, as we made the fame voyage 
towards the eaft, and thus continually anticipated the rifing 
of the fun, we were confeqiiently the firft, and, indeed, onl^ 
navigators, who had gained a day, or found a fuper- 
numerary day on their journals. Confequently, according 
to the Dutch almanacks at the Cape, in was on Tuefday, 
or the 2ift of March, that we landed there; fo that, 
diredlly contrary to every known and ufual mode of ex- 
preflion, we actually had two Tuefdays in one week. 

It was now of the greateft importance to us, as well as 
what we earneftly wifhed for, to enter the harbour, as 
jfeveral of our crew were attacked with the fcurvy. Our 
unparalleled prefervatives of four-crout and wort, had, it* 
muft be owned, pretty well kept us from the ravages of 
this otherwife deftrudlive diforder, fo that we loft only one 
5 of 
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of our crew by licknefs (aa old complaint of the lungs) j^775- 
fince we left the Cape ; but our blood and humours were, \Jy>j^ 
as well as our malt, and the greateft part of our provifions, 
in confequence of the length of the voyage, fpoiled and 
corrupted. Our bread was, and had been for a long time, 
both mufty and mouldy ; and at the fame time fwarming 
with two different forts of little brown beetles (the curculio 
granariusy or weevil, and the dermejies paniceus) which 
either in their perfe<5l, or elfe in the cbryfalis ftate, 
had neftled themfelves into every bit of bread that we had, 
fb that we could not poflibly avoid eating them ; and thiey 
frequently difcovered themfelves to us, the former by a 
bitter, the latter by a difagreeable cold tafte in the mouth. 
Nay, their Jarvas, or maggots, were found in fuch quan- 
tities in the peas-ibup, as if they had been ftrewed over 
our plates on purpofe, fo that we could not avoid fwallow- 
m% Ibme of them in every fpoonful we took. The peas 
ufed for our foup, had been gimmd a little in England^ 
that they might boil the cafier, but had by this very means 
afforded an eaii^ paflage to thefe diiguftful infers 

What was of ftill more confequence, was, that we had 
only a quantity of bread, bad as it was, fufEcient for the 
confumption of a few days, on board ; and as for the brandy, 
an article of great importance to the crew, it was, if I 
remember right, quite gone the day before we arrived in 
the harbour. As to pepper, vinegar, coffee and fugar, by 
tke help of which, taking them in their turns, the fall 
provifion would have been lefs hurtful to us, we had for a 
long time been entirely without them. Our felt meat, now 
almoft three years old, having been kept oa board during 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



I.04 A VOYAGE to the 

uJr!\x '^^ ^v1lc3ie of this period, was the more dried and flinink up, 
^•vvJ as the fait had had fo much the longer time to abforb and 
dry up all the moifture and juices. Thefe, with feveral 
other difficulties,^ occafioned the joy we felt at having got 
into the ^harbour, \where we fliould be able in many re- 
fpe(S^ to lead, as it were, a new life, to be as unbounded 
xis it was univerfal. With pleafure, likewife, and longing 
defire, we received our letters from Europe, but not with- 
out a very natural anxiety and fear, left we fhould find 
in them accounts of the lofs of our deareft friends and ac- 
quaintance. After about five weeks ftay at the Cape, the 
Refolution failed for England, attended with mjr moft 
hearty good wifhes. The civilities I had received from 
almoft every body on board this ftiip, the dangers I had 
vmdergone in it, and the friendftiips, which during that 
long fpace of time I had had an opportunity of making, 
gave me, it muft be ovnied, fufficient caufe. I, for my 
part, in purfuance of the refolution I h^d previoufly made^ 
ftaid behind in Africa, in order to continue my refearches 
in this country, of which I therefore now refume the 
relation. 
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C H A. P. IV. 



Journey from Cape Town to the Country of the 

Caffres. 



SECT, I. 



Rejidence at Cape Town previous to the Author's African 

Expedition, 



MY defires and thoughts continually ran upon making \j^l^' 
a journey into the internal parts of this country, and V^yO 
vifiting the different nations of it. For the prefent, how- 
ever, I was obliged to ftay in the town, and wait for the 
appearance of fpring or the fine feafon. 

I have obferved before, that the quaade moujfony or win-!- 
ter, is reckoned to laft frofin the 14th of May to the fame 
day in Auguft ; and that during that time, ihips feldom 
venture to run into Table-bay, A Dutch veflel, which 
neverthelefs ftill ftaid here on fome particular bulinefs, and 
on the night fucceeding the 14th day had thrown out all 
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IZ7J- her anchors on account of the violence of the north-weft 
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^- The Ihip Jong ^bomas^ which happened to ftay in Table- "TJ^s- 

't)ay till the boifterons feafon had commenced, was driven <Jy>J 

^ti^^im^ on Ihore by a ftdrm near the land on the fide of Zout 

Riviery not far to the northward of the fort. As foon as 
this happened, which was early in the morning, orders 
were iffued out by government, that no one Ihould 
approach the Ihore on pain of death. At the fame time, 
*to give weight to this prohibition, gibbets wei'e ere6ted, 
and troops polled all over the place. Thefe meafures were 
taken, not with any view to the faving of the crew, but 
merely to prevent any goods and merchandize from being 
ftolen, that might chance to be thrown up in the wreck. 
The (hip, however, was wrecked very near the (hore ; fo 
that the cries of the crew and their calls for affiftance, were 
heard very diftindlly ; but the fwell of the fea, which with 
the greateft violence wafhed over the fliip and broke 
againft the ftrand, made it impoflible for them to fave 
themfelves in boats, and highly dangerous to attempt it 
by fwifnming. Some who ventured to fwim to fliore, 
were thrown againft the rocks and dallied to pieces ; others^ 
as foon as they had reached the ftrand, were carried back 
by the returning waves and drowned. One of the 
keepers of the company's menagerie had rode out before 
break of day, ere the prohibition was made public, to 
carry his fon, who was a corporal in the army, his tH^eak- 
faft. By that means he became a fpedtator of this fcene 
of diftrefs; at the fight of which he was touched with 
Tuch generous compaflion, that feating himfelf firm on his 
fpirited horfe, he fwam him over to the (hip — encouraged 
Ibme of the crew to lay hold of a rope, the end of which 
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^77S* he threw out to them for that purpofe, and others to grafp 
s^^vO tlie tail of his horfe ; then turned about, and carried therti 
fafe on Ihore : for this animal's natural aptnefs for fwim*- 
ming, the great fize of his body, together with the firra- 
nefs and ftrength of his limbs, prevented him from being 
eafily overpowered by the fwell of the fea. 

After making feven trips, and faving fourteen people, 
this generous and active veteran unfortunately fell himfelf 
a vi6lim to his philanthropy. Wrought upon by the 
redoubled prayers and cries for afliftance of thofe who ftitt 
remained on board, he haftened again to their relief, 
before his horfe had fufficiently refted. The poor animal, 
almoft fpent, now fank under his burthen: too many 
attempting to fave themfelves at once, and one of them, 
it is fuppofed, catching hold of the horfe's bridle, drew 
his head under water, and with him his noble matter. — ^ 
This bold and enterprizing philanthropift commands our 
efteem and admiration the more, as he had put himfelf 
into this danger for the relief of others^ without himfelf 
being able to fwim. I have therefore confidered it as my 
peculiar duty, as well as a pleafure, to preferve his name, 
which was Voltemad, together with this gallant exploit 
of his, in thefe pages. Infpired with fimilar fentiments, 
the Eaft- India diredlors in Holland, on receiving intelli- 
gence of this affair, raifed a monument to his memory, in 
a manner worthy of themfelves and him, by calling one of 
their new-built Ihips after his name, and ordering the 
whole flory to be painted on the ftern. Thefe orders were 
accohipanied with letters to the regency at the Gape, the 
contents of which were as follows : Tlbat in cafe Voltemai^ 
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bad left any ijfue in the military or civil department^ they ]^75- 
Jhould take care to provide for them^ and make their fortune K^^^tkJ 
as fpeedily and effe&ually as pojftble. But unfortunately, in 
the fouthern hemifphere they had not all the fame grate- 
ful fentiments. The young corporal Voltemad, who had 
been an eye-witnefs to his father's having offered himfelf 
up in the fervice of the company and of mankind, was 
refufed his father's place, though the appointment to it 
could fcarcely be confidered as any promotion. From 
mere chagrin, therefore, he had already quitted that 
ungrateful country, and was gone to Batavia^ where he 
died before the news of fo great and unexpedled a recom- 
mendation could reach him. There were feveral inhabi- 
tants of the Cape, who, while ^ they, with a laudable 
emotion, lamented the unhappy fate of Voltemad and 
hisfon, affirmed, that a fmallcord might eafily have been 
carried by fome goodfwimmer, or by Voltemad himfelf, 
from the ftrand to the fliip ; by means of which cord one 
or more ftout ropes might have been ftretched out between 
thefe latter, for the purpofe of faving the crew. It was 
likewife thought, that the ifTuing of that fevere prohibi- 
tion, and the appointment of the guard of foldiers, were 
not of fuch ufe to the company as they were imagined to 
be; as, not to mention other things, even fo heavy a 
commodity as iron was ftolen away from the wreck; 
which, after the ftorm had abated, and the fea, that had 
rifen confiderably, had retired again, lay almoft upon dry 
land. 

Under the pretence of preventing the people belonging 
to the Ihip from being plundered, they were diredly put 
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1775- under a guard upon the fpot from tliat time till the even- 
^•yO ing ; and that without their having taken any refreftiment, 
although they were wet and hungry, and wearied out with 
the labour of the preceding night. For feveral days after 
this they were feen wandering up and down the ftreets, 
begging clothes and victuals. One of thefe, indeed, is re- 
ported to have met with peculiarly rough treatment. This 
was a failor, who, in order the better to fwim for his life> 
went off from the wreck alraoft naked, and having got 
faf€ on fliore with his cheft, opened it, in order to take out 
a waiftcoat to cover his nakednefs : he was, however, not 
only prevented from fo doing by a young chit of an officer^ 
but was obliged to put up with a few ftrokes of a cane 
into the bargain ; being told at the fame time, that he was 
liable to be hanged, without delay, on one of the newly- 
erecSted gibbets, for prefuming to meddle with goods faved 
from the wreck, contrary to the exprefs prohibition of 
government. The failor excufed himfelf with faying, that 
it was impoflible for him not to be ignorant of the prohi- 
bition, and that he could clearly prove himfelf to be the 
right owner of the cheft by the key of it (which, in the 
failor's fafliion, was fattened to his belt,) as well as by a 
pfalm-book, wherein his name was written, and which 
lay in the fame cheft. Notwithftanding all this, it was 
with great difficulty that he faved his neck from the gal- 
lows. He was obliged, however, naked and Wet as he was, 
to wait in the fields till the evening, with no other cover- 
ing than the fky. Shivering with cold, he at length, 
through repeated entreaties, got permifllon to look after 
his cheft, and take what he wanted out of it, but now 
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found; it broke open and plundered. To conclude^ when j|77S- 
they had takeahim to the town, and there left him near A>vv/ 
the gates naked and bare, as above defcribed, he had, how- 
ever, the good fortune to meet with a tender-hearted citizen, 
who immediately, without the leaft helitation, gave him the^ 
coat off his own back, and took him to his own houfe. 

This anecdote of the failor I had from one lingle per- 
fon only ; but though that perfon's charadler for veracity 
was unimpeach^, yet, for the honour of our fpecies,, 
I. could heartily wilh,. that my informer may be found 
to have over-charged his colours in the dark and horrid 
painting he has made of this tranfadlion! And here let 
me farther indulge the pleafing hope, that the fame com- 
panionate law may take place in Europe and its colonies,, 
in favour of thofe who have the misfortune to fujflfer: 
Ihipwreck, as already exifts in. China! on the coaft of 
which kingdom^ all fuch as are unfortunate enough to 
be ftranded, whether natives— -or ftrangers from the moft 
(Jiftant country — are not only perfectly fecured iii their 
perfons and effedts,. but are likewife maintained and found 
in every thing, till they arrive at their own home, whither: 
they are fent at free coft. Some of the crew of the Fre-^ 
dertQ Adolphusj a Swedifh veflel, ftiipwrecked on the P/aia 
bank, September the 3d, 1 7 6 1 , who landed in their boats 
before the Chinefe. town Katfie^ experienced: in its ^ fulleft 
extent the efficacy of an eftablifhment that does fo muchv 
honour to mankind., Mr. M'aule, the fupercargo, wha- 
likewifi? was one of the number, has affured me, that they 
were all received with the greateft humanity, maintained 
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J^75- at the emperor's expence, and conveyed in the larger kind 
V^Y>J of Chinefe veffels to the other Europeans at Canton. 

As in the preceding pages I have made mention of the 
ilormy winters at the Cape, it may not be improper to give 
here a fummary abftradt of my meteorological obfervations 
for the months of May, June, and July. With regard to 
the temperature of the air I muft previoufly remind the 
reader, that I made ufe of a Fahrenheit's thermometer, 
which was givfen me by Dr. Forster at our parting ; and 
that the obfervations taken with it were made in the ftiade, 
in the open air, between eight and nine o'clock in the 
morning, when the temperature of the air was moft like 
that of the night. I muft farther remark, that the 
winters at the Cape are in general by no means fevere, 
and that this winter was reckoned pne of the mildeft. 

During the firft half of May the thermometer kept fluc- 
tuating between 53 and 63 degrees; and during the latter 

f half, between 50 and 58, excepting on the 27th of this 

month, when it was at the loweft, or 49 f , although the 
day was clear and the fun Ihone. The rainy days in this 
month were the nth, 12th, 15th, i6th, 30th; and 
among thefe the three firft-named were the worft, and ac- 
companied with tempeftuous north-weft winds ; io that 
when I paffed Zout Rivier on the i ith, the water was no 
higher than my horfe's knees ; but when I repafled it on 
the 15th, the water had rifen fo high, in confequence of 
the rain and the tide, as to reach up to my faddle. 

In the month of June the thermometer was between 
54 and 6o. There was a fall either of rain or fnow on 
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the ift, ad, 3d, 4th, 14th, ayth, and fo on to the 3111 »77j. 
inclufively. Befides thefe,' there were a few other cloudy V^nrO 
days, attended with a high wind ; but the remainder re- 
fembled our fine fummer days in Sweden. On the 3d, it 
rained very violently, when it happened that a quantity of 
water which, in the preceding days, had been collected on 
the mountain, burft its way down to the town, and filled 
the canals there, at the fame time overflowing fom^e of 
the ftreets ; fo that for feveral minutes, it rofe to the height 
of two or three feet againft the houfes. It likewife walhed 
away a fmall wall belonging to a Hone houfe, and carried 
it under the building, at the fame time rulhing into divers 
cellars. 

In July, by reafon of fome intervening a£&irs that hin- 
dered me, I obferved the ftate of the weather only till the 
19th; during that time, the thermometer kept between 
54 and 59 degrees. The rainy days were the 6di, 7th, 
8th, nth, 1 2th; clouds without rain on the 3d, gth^ 
loth, 13th, and 14th. 



Vol. I. Q SECT. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^i^- A VOYAGE TO THE 






SECT. 11. 



Preparations for the African Expedition* 



I77J- "TOURING the majoF part of the winter months I lived 
\^^!^ J—/ in the town itfelf, and at different times made pro- 
rations f<M: my journey in various ways, among which might 
be- reckoned nvy prs(6lilkig phyfic and furgery ; as what I 
atx|uired by thejfe means, was a gr^at help towards equip- 
ping, me out in the expenfive manner my undertaking re- 
(foired. My travelling purfe was farther fortified by a 
lucky fpeculation in commerce, and likewife with fixty 
ducats (for which fum I was empowered to draw a bill 
for acceptance) for my Englifh ti*anflation of our able 
Swedifh phyfician Van Rosenstein's Treati/e on the Dif- 
eafes of Children, This work I undertook and finifhed 
in the laft year of our cruifing in the South Sea, moftly 
in the rougher climates, as I at that time was the leaft 
taken up with bufinefs of any other kind, except that 
of writing; though even in this cafe I was not un- 
frequently obliged, on account of the ftormy weather, 
to cling with my legs round the foot of the table, and 
liold myfelf faft with one hand, in order to be able to 
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write with the other. I take this opportunity of ac- »77r- 
knowledging my obhgations to Meflrs. Forster for va- K^>(\J 
rious corrections they were fo kind as to beftow on the 
tranflation here alluded to, which my flender knowledge 
of the Englifh tongue made extremely neceffary ; as like-^ 
wife for their taking care of the impreflion of it at London 
in the year 1776. 

With a view of rendering my intended journey more 
agreeable and convenient, I made every poflible enquiry 
where I could hear any thing concerning it; but inftead 
of gaining any ufeful intelligence, I was left more in 
the dark than I was before, as moft of the informa-* 
tion I could collect was confufed and perplexed ; the va-*- 
rious accounts I heard, being often contradiftory to each 
other, but ftill more frequently clafhing with probabi- 
lity itfelf. I was chiefly difluaded from the journey, ovl 
the idea of its being a very abfurd and dangerous under- 
taking, efpecially as, being a ftranger as yet unacquainted 
with Africa, and far from rich, I muft neceflarily fubjedt 
myfelf to every kind of inconvenience ; but fince I faw 
nothing impoflible in the ^air, at leaft not in making the 
experiment, I purfued my defign. With this view I formed ^ 
an acquaintance and even friendlhip with Mr. Daniel 
Ferdinand Immelman, a young African, who before 
this had, merely for the fake of pleafure, made a little 
trip into the country, to which undertaking he was induced 
by the following fpirited refledtion : that it was very little 
either to his honour or to that of the other African colo^ 
nifts, that they had negledled inveftigating their own 
countiy, infomuch that they would foon be obliged to 
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«775- apply to me and other ftrangers, for intelligence concerning 
VvO themfelves and the very place of their refidence. For his 
own part, he was eafily perfuaded to enter into all my de- 
signs and favour me with his company; but we were 
obliged to lay our heads together and ftand firm by each 
other, in order to get the permiflion of his relations.. His 
mother, a fenfible European lady, together with her lovely 
daughter, at length gave their confent, to which they were, 
chiefly induced by the confideration, that young Immelman 
had very weak lungs, and the beft remedy for him would 
be to take a long journey on horfeback, efpeciaUy as he 
had the advantage of being accompanied by a phyfician ; 
whUe on the other hand, he had reafon to dread a more 
certain and horrid death in confequence of the complaint 
he laboured under, than of any thing that might be ap- 
prehended from the attacks of the roving Hottentots or of 
the wild beafts up the country. His father, an old expe- 
rienced foldier, who had ferved both in Europe and the 
Eaft-IndieSf and was then lieutenant in the garrifon at the 
Gape, at length gave his confent on the principle, that a 
lad Ihould never be Ihy or backward, Whei:e there was 
danger. Thus circumftanced, Mr. Immelman provided 
himfelf with a good eafy nag, for which he gave fifty rix- 
dollars ; I had already bought an ordinary galloway 
for thirty-four, and a new baggage-waggon, about the 
iize of the ammunition-waggons in Sweden, but covered 
over with a tilt made of fail-cloth, and finilhed in 
the fame manner as thofe in which the peafants ufuallj 
travel in this colony. The price of it was likewife 
what was ufually given for thefe carriages^ that is, about 
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two hundred rixdollars, reckoning feventy-four for the ,'77s- 

~ , . , March. 

wood-work, and eighty for the iron- work ; the yoke, the \^y^ 
drag-chain, and the chain for the traces, the fail-cloth co- 
vering, and a box for the coom, made up the reft of the 
fum. To draw a waggcHi of this kind there are- ufually 
required five pair of oxen, which I therefore bargained for 
at eight rixdollars a head. I further took with me me- 
dicines of feveral forts, as well for our own ufe,. as for that 
of the peafants, to whom they might be of great fervice, 
and procure u& a better reception. I likewife provided 
myfelf with a fmall ftock of glafs beads> brafs tinder- 
boxes, fteels for ftriking fire with, and knives, together 
with fome tobacco ; aU thefe were commodities peculiarly 
acceptable to the Hottentots. At the fame time we fur- 
nifhed ourfelves with an oaken cafk, made for the purpofe 
of keeping ferpents and other animals in brandy ; alio fe- 
veral reams of paper for drying plants, with leads and needles 
for infe<£ts, and likewife fome neceflTary changes of ap- 
parel. Neither did we forget to take with us plenty of tea^ 
coffee, chocolate, and fugar, pahly for our own ufe, and 
partly to infinuate ourfelves into the good graces of the 
yeomen, who, by reafon of the great diftance they are at 
from the Cape, are often without thefe neceflaries. I was 
told indeed, that liquors would infallibly anfwer this pur- 
pofe much better ; but the room they took up, their weight, 
and the expence of them, prevented me from taking any 
with me. We were alfo well provided with needles of 
feveral forts, as by means of thefe, and fair words, we 
fhould be enabled to gain the good graces of the farmer's 
daughters, as well as their afliftance in coUeding infedts. 

I bought 
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«77J- 1 bought too thirty and odd pounds of gunpowder, with a 
Wvx^ fmall quantity of which we filled feveral horns, which we 
kept near at hand; the remainder we emptied into a 
. leathern bag, and locked it up in my cheft, by way of 
keeping it out of the way of the lighted pipes of the 
Hottentots. We took with us fhot of different lizes, about 
feventy pound in weight, with a tolerable ftock of balls, 
lead, and moulds for calling. It is certain, that the ex- 
pence and quantity of this ammunition, was much more 
than we were advifed to take with us, or than I myfelf 
tthought neceffary. On our return to the Cape, however, 
after an eight month's journey, it was almoft all ufed. 1 
would therefore recommend it to every body, who may 
hereafter undertake an expedition of this kind, to ftock 
themfelves well with powder and Ihot. Every Ihot does 
not take place, and not a little is expended in the fhooting 
of fmall birds ; fome too muft^ be ufed in ftiooting at marks. 
Befides, it may happen, as it did to me and my party, 
that for feveral weeks together, one may have Ifttle elfe to 
live upon than what falls before one's gun ; not to men- 
tion, that prudence requires one to be prepared with am- 
imunition againft the hoftile attacks of the Bolhies-men 
and Caffres. 

As the colonifts here are enjoined by the laws to feize 
and bring to the Cape all fuch as travel about the country 
•without being able to Ihew a permiffion in writing for 
that purpofe, I therefore folicited and obtained the go- 
vernor's pafs, requiring that I Ihould pafs every where free 
and jtinmolefted ; and at the fame time that the inhabitants 
ihould aflift me as far as lay in their power, on receiving 
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a reafonaWe compenfation. In another letter, the people jjgj^ 
belonging to the warm baths in Hottentots Holland were 
enioined to find me in lodeinff : for this remedy I was re- 
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SECT. III. 



Journey from the Cape to the Warm BatL 



•775- /^N the jnorning of the a5th of Jifly I rode from the 
%,^\yj ^^ Cape, My waggon w.as driven by the boor, who 
fold me the five pair of oxen before-mentioned. But this 
I was not to have till I got to this fame man's farm near 
Boti'Riviert which is in the way to the warm bath, whi- 
ther I was going. There are no inns eftablifhed in the 
inland part of this country ; fo that every one is obliged to 
travel with their own horfes and caniagesy as well as their 
own provifion. Our road lay through the low country 
over dry fand and heaths. In the middle, or the warm 
part of the day, like other;^ travellers in this country, we 
let our oxen go to water and look out for pafturage; 
Thefe animals are eafily fatisfied with the poor nourifli- 
ment of the dry ihrubs and grafs, which are moft common 
about the Gape, but the horfes are under a greater difii- 
-culty to find provifion fuffidently fine and nourilhihg. It 
is chiefly for this reafon, that in Africa they moftly ufe 
oxen for drawing ; and it is, perhaps, from the fame caufe^ 
that the horfes here are feemingly iefs Urong and hardy 
J)ian they are in Europe. 

As 
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As foon as the cool of the evening came on, we con- ^ps* 
tinned our journey over Eerfie Rivier to the foot of a high ^i^ry-Ol 
mountain, called Hottentot Holland's Kloof. The environs 
here were higher and lefs parched up than in the former part 
of our journey, and were belides adorned with feveral pleafant 
farms* It was already night, and as dark as pitch, when we 
alighted; we made a little fire, by which, after we had finilh- 
ed a moderate fupper, we went to fleep. All the conveniens 
cies I had for fleeping were at prefent, as well as during the 
major part of my journey, reduced to the bare ground for a 
bed, a faddle for my pillow, and a great coat to cover me 
from the cold of the night ; for a place to lie in we looked 
out for the lide of fome bufh, which feemed moft likely 
to Ihelter us from the fouth-eaft, or any other wind that 
might chance to blow at that time. When it rained, we 
lay in the tilt-waggon itfelf. Here, on account of our 
baggage, we were Hill worfe oflF. The beft place I could 
find for myfelf was my chefl, though even that had a 
round top ; Mr. Immelman, being flender and lefs than 
me, was able, though not without great difficulty, ta 
fqueeze hirafelf in between my cheft and the body of the 
waggon, where he lay on feveral bundles of paper : he 
had, however, no reafon to boaft of a much eafier bed* 
Sometimes we made our bed imder the waggon, where, 
being imder cover, we were fomewhat fheltered indeed 
from the rain and the dew ; but on the other hand, had 
rather too near, and not quite fo agreeable neighbours in 
our oxen, which were tied up to the wheels and poles, and 
alfo to the rails of the waggon, and were fo fkitti(h and un- 
ruly, that we could only venture to creep among the gentlefl 
Vol.1. . R of 
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VuV' of them. Thefe companions of ours were moreover very 
^^vv^ reftlefs, when any wild beafts were near the fpot. On the 
other hand, when we had an opportunity of taking a 
night's lodging at a peafant's houfe, we were for the mdl 
part rather worfe lodged. In moft places the houfe con- 
lifted of two rooms only, the floors of which were of earth 
or loam. The interior one of thefe was ufed for a bed- 
chamber for the boor himfelf, with his wife and children. 
The outer one compofed the kitchen, in a corner of which 
they fpread a mat for us on the floor ; and in this generally 
conlifted all the conveniencies the good folks could afford us. 
As for the reft, we were obliged to make our beds of our 
faddles and great coats, together with a coverlet we brought 
with us. The Hottentots of either fex, young and old, 
who were in the boor's fervice, always chofe to fleep in the 
chimney. This for the moft part took up a whole gabel 
of the houfe, and at the fame time had no other hearth 
than the floor, on which confequently we all lay pigging 
together. An hoft of fleas and other inconveniencies, to 
which we were by this means fubjedted, made us frequently 
rather chufe to fleep in the open air ; in cafe the coldnefs of 
the air, high winds and rainy weather, did not make it more 
difagreeable to us. I have been thus circumftantial, becaufe 
I thought the beft way of furniftiing my readers with a 
general idea of the manner in which we were obliged to 
pafs moft of our nights during our expedition, would be to 
' give them an account of my firft night's lodging. 

The next day, being the a 6th, we got up by day-break, 
in order to take our journey over Hottentots Holland^ s Moun^ 
tain^ in the cool of the morning. The way by which we 

aicended 



Digitized by 



Google 



C A PE OF GO O D H O P E. 123 

afcended it was very fteep, flony, winding, and, in other y75- 
refpe6ls, extremely inconvenient. Diredlly to the right of the wvO 
road there was a perpendicular precipice, down which, it is 
faid, that waggons and cattle together have fometimes the 
misfortune to fall headlong, and are dafhed to pieces. It is 
faid too, that in order to drive up this and other mountains 
of the kind, even with the ftrongeft team of oxen, a man 
muft not only have the knack, as it is called, and a perfect 
government of the beafts, but muft alfo at the fame time 
make ufe of a whip like that of the African waggoners. 
Thefe whips are fifteen feet long, with a thong fomewhat 
longer, and a lafh three feet in length, made of ftout white 
leather. , This (in a certain fenfe) moft powerful inftrument 
in getting the waggon forward, the driver holds with both 
hands, and fitting on the feat of the carriage, can reach the 
fifth pair with it, and at the fame time fmack his whip, 
when neceflary, and diftribute his cuts and laihes among 
the oxen without intermiffion, never failing to touch them 
on the very fpot he wifties, fo that the very hairs come away 
with the whip. By this means he poflefles fuch an afcen- 
dency over them, as to oblige them to join their ftrength all 
at once, and pull the waggon out of deep pits, or lift it over 
large ftones and precipices that lie in the road. But it re- 
quires a great nicety of attention, not to drive them too far 
at once, nor to reft them too long at a time ; as in the 
former cafe they grow faint, weary, and, in confequence of 
this, reftive ; and in the latter cafe, they lofe the fpirit to 
which they have been previoufly wrought up, and which 
is neceflary for the getting them on; and for want of 
which it often happens, that the waggon cannot be made 
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>775- to Itir from the fpot. On going up the fteeper hills, there- 
i^^^vO fore, the drivers are wont to let them breathe a little every 
half minute, minute, or two minutes, as occafion requires : 
on the other hand, in defcending, even when the road is 
not very fteep, particularly with a load, it is to be feared, 
left the waggon ftiould get down before the oxen, or tumble 
upon them, as only the hindmoft pair is put into the Ihafts, 
and are not able to hold back as much as is neceflary : the 
waggon muft therefore be locked^ as they term it ; this con- 
lifts in winding a chain that is fattened to the fore part of 
the waggon, one or more times round fome of the fellies 
of the hind wheel, and then, with a hook that hangs to the 
other €nd of the chain, hooking it into one of the Hnks. 
Down ftill fteeper hills, as for inftance, fuch as that we were 
now afcending, both the hind wheels are locked, and fome- 
times one of the fore wheels into the bargain, efpecially in 
rainy weather, when it is flippery. In default of a drag- 
chain, the wheel is lafhed faft to the feat of the waggon, 
and in this manner the waggon is dragged down the hill ; 
but in order that the loweft fellies of the wheel that is to be 
locked may not be worn, together with the iron- work round 
it, a kind of fledge carriage, hollowed out in the inlide, and 
called a lockjhoe^ is fitted to it. This is eighteen inches in 
length, and made of hard wood ; underneath it is generally 
fliod with iron, and neareft refembles a trough, which how- 
ever is open behind for the wheel to run into. It is two 
or three inches deep in order to fupport the wheel with its 
edges, and hinder it from flipping out ; and in the fore part 
of it there is a ftout ftrap, with which it is faftened or ftrung 
iq)on the drag chain. I am not ignorant, that in the north 
8 we 
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we ufe ice-hooks, or fafety-hooks, to our fledge carriages ; y75- 
but, at lead as far as I know of, we have no drag-chains to V.^^yO 
our waggons. Thefe, however, would be highly neceflary 
in certain places, efpecially in the fpring, and might be " 
eafily made. Befides obviating the danger of the cattle 
running away with the team, this machine likewife prevents 
their being bruifed in any other way, or hurt by holding 
back, when they are going down hill. — Under the general 
denom nation of mountain^ particularly about this fpot, I 
mean, not only high rocky hills, but likewife comprehend 
under this name all the more conliderable eminences (more 
or lefs rocky) as well as the ridges compofed of them. 

But to return to Hottentots Holland's Mountain^ as it is 
called. It was as yet very bar^ of plants. However, I 
had the pleafure of finding a fuperb protea in full bloom. 
It was this that I have defcribed and given a drawing of in 
the Swedifli Philofophical Tranfa6tions for 1777, page 53, 
under the name of Gujlavus'^s Scepter. Flora^ by confe- 
crating this beautiful fpecies to fo glorious and auguft a 
name, perpetuates the memory of the great acquifitions, 
which (fo much to the honour of our northern regions) 
flie has made, in confequence of the protedtion the fcience 
of botany has enjoyed under the great kings of the Gust a- 
VI AN race ; and at the fame time breathes out her ardent 
vows, that under our moft gracious king Gustavus III. 
the fcepter may long continue to flourifii. 

This protea is a fhrub from two to four feet in height, 
which fometimes grows up undivided as ftrait as a rod, and 
at ether times throws out two or three fpiral branches, 
terminating in tufts of flowers of a filver hue. What is 
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1775- moft remarkable in this plant is,- its producing two forts of 
leaves totally different from each other, viz. v^hile the 
upper ones on the ftalk are from one to two inches long 
only, wedge-fliaped and undivided, the lower ones are fe- 
veral inches long, and divided into many parts in the form 
of branches. 

The road on the north fide of Hottentots Holland's Moun^ 
tain was not near fo fteep, yet we were obliged at intervals 
to lock one of the wheels. All this part of the country, 
that lies on this or the north fide of the above-mentioned 
mountain, is by the inhabitants commonly called Jlgter 
de Bergy or Over de Berg. By noon we came to Palmite 
Rivier^ where it runs through a beautiful little plain. 
Here, according to our ufual cuftom, we baited during 
the heat of the day. As not a fingle bridge is to be 
found over any ftream or river in all Africa, and ferry- 
boats are eftablillied only at two places, we were obliged 
to crofs over at this part in water four feet in depth, which 
reached quite up to" my faddle. Though the rivers in thofe 
places, where they crofs the public roads, are generally 
not deep, yet this method of pafling them is fometimes 
dangerous as well as tedious ; for after one or more days 
rain, efpecially in winter, it often happens, that one is 
obliged to ftay a week or a fortnight, and fometimes longer, 
before the water is fallen enough for one to venture to pafs 
it ; and that in places where, at other times, (particularly 
in fummer) one may almoft go over dry-(hod ; and though 
the water fliould afterwards fall in fome meafure, one 
cannot neverthelefs venture with any degree of fafety to 
crofs them as ufual, for fear that the flood ihould have 
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formed fome inequalities there, or elfe have made the bed V/.s- 
deei>er by waftiing away the earth. Some more defperate Ov^ 
and fool-hardy peafants indeed, who are impatient at wait- 
ing fo long for the falling of the water, or who have fc> 
fmall a ftock of provifion as not to be able to make any 
long flay, are venturefome enough to fwim their waggons 
over, fo that the water will rife above the middle of the 
body of the carriage : and though their wives, children, 
and the baggage they have with them, fhould undergo a 
good foufing, it makes no great difference to them. The 
flave, or the Hottentot, whom, as they do not make ufe of 
reins, they are unavoidably obliged to employ for the pur- 
pofe of leading the foremoft pair of oxen through the mofl 
dangerous places, mufl in fuch cafes fwim with them in his 
hand ; and a fortunate circumftance it is for the mafler, if 
the whim does not take them to follow the flream, or tura 
about, or play any other tricks. Thefe animals, however, 
when they are well broke in, will at any time all fland flill 
together on their driver's gently calling to them Ho^ Ha ; 
and in like manner each ox in particular will pay attention, 
and go to the right or to the left, merely upon hearing its 
own name pronounced with ?i Ho 01 a Ha added to it ; 
and wifti a continual repetition of this delightful ox- 
language, together with the names of the beafls intro- 
duced occafionally, not to mention the noify cracks of 
the whip, the traveller mufl lay his account in being con-- 
ftantly entertained, particularly in fuch parts of the road, 
in which this pra6lice is more peculiarly neceffary in order 
to get them on. Add to this, the nice attention requifite 
in order to make ufe of the whip not only frequently, but 
at proper times and feafons ;^ and it follows, that the bufi- 
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Y^^- nefs of waggon-driving in Africa, is as difficult and tire- 
V^^nrO fome an occupation, as this mode of travelling is noify, 
inconvenient, and dangerous. 

Very late in the evening we arrived at our driver's 
farm, which was very pleafantly lituated on the other fide 
of Bott Rdvieri This river was befet at fmall intervals 
with pretty high mountains, the peaks and ridges of which 
delightfully varied the fcene. In the declivities of fome 
of them caverns and grottos were feen, which certainly did 
not exift from the beginning, but were produced by the 
viciffitudes and changes to which all natural objedts are 
fubje6l. Even the hard and fteep rocky precipices, which 
one would imagine to be doomed to everlafting nakednefs, 
were, on their dark and gloomy walls, teeming with iron- 
ore, adorned with feveral climbing plants, the branches and 
tendrils of which they gratefully in return, with their 
Iharply-projefting angles flretched out and fupported. In 
the clefts of thefe declivities I obferved the plants, which 
nature had produced on thefe elevated hot-beds, already in 
bloom, and wliich, in the pride of their glory, might bid 
defiance to all human approach. A few flones- throw from 
this farm there was a mineral water of confiderable fl:rength, 
which nobody in this quarter had had the fenfe to make 
ufe of. The ftones and rocks in feveral fpots hereabouts 
contained a great deal of iron. 

Along this river lay feveral farms, the produce of 
which confifted chiefly of ftieep and corn. The wine 
that was made here was a four wafh, which would not 
fell in the town without being firft converted into vine- 
gar and brandy. The peafants themfelves, however, 
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drank it juft as it was, with the greateft avidity. The '77,5- 
caufe of the inferior quality of this wine, as well as of moft V^v-v^ 
of that made Agter de Bergy proceeds from the greater 
coldnefs of the foil ; which again depends on the diftance 
of this country from the fea, and confequently from the 
fertilizing vapours of that element ; but chiefly upon the 
elevation of this diftri6t above the fea's furface. After 

« 

Haying a day at this place, we made a trip to the warm 
baths. I left my waggon here till I fliould have occalion 
for it, and went on horfeback, in company with another 
waggon that was going to the fame place. In order to go 
by a nearer way, we did not take any beaten road, but 
made the beft of our way forward over plains, hills, and 
dales. The whole of this extenfive tra(5t was, by reafon of 
the default of water, left uncultivated and uninhabited* 
A great number of deer and other game had taken refuge 
here. I now, for the firft time, had the pleafure of feeing 
herds, confifting of the two largeft forts of antilopes or 
gazels^ which are called by the Dutch bartbeejls and hunte^ 
boks ; the former name, which Signifies barUbeafl^ was 
probably given to the former of thefe creatures on account 
of fome refemblance they Ihewed in colour to the harts of 
Europe ; and the latter, which lignifies painted^ or rather 
pied goatSj fuits better with the laft-mentioned animals, 
their orange-yellow or pale-brown pofteriors being marked 
with a confiderable number of white fpots and ftreaks. The 
bartbeejl I have defcribed in the Memoirs of the Swedilh 
Academy of Sciences for 1779^ page 151, by the name of 
antilope dorcas : it is likewife given here in Vol. II. plate I. 
fig. I . being frequently mentioned in the courfe of the 
Vol. I. S following 
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'775- following pages. The buntebaky fomewhat kfs^ but more 

\jri\j corpulent in proportion than the hartbeefty is the antihpe 

fcripta of Pallas, and the guib of Buffon, Tom. XII. 

page 3.05 — 327. plate XL. According to Ad an sqn, it is 

very common at Senegal. I will add, that the females of 

this fpecies have no horns. The fame day I likewife faw, 

for the firft time, whole troops of wild zebras^ called by the 

colonifts wilde paarderty or wild horfes* Thjey were feen in 

large herds, and appeared very beautiful in their ftriped 

black and white uniform. It is the ikins of thefe that are 

generally Ibid at our furriers Ihops by the abfurd name of 

/ea-borfe hides. 

OJlricheSy the birds whofe feathers our luxury occafions 
to be brought from the remoteft plains of Africa, I like- 
wife faw to-day in their wild ftate, at the fouthernmoft 
promontory of this quarter of the globe. 1 fometimes came 
within a gun-fliot or two of fome of them, by which means 
I was now and then induced to purfue them, tho' always 
in vain. With their long legs and huge ftrides, they fcoured 
away as faft again as the horfe and hunter, neither of whom 
were ufed to the fport, could follow. They ran always 
with their wings extended, probably by way of preferying 
their balance ; for they are not able in the Jeaft to raife 
their heavy bodies from the ground. I have fince been 
told, that it is impoflible for any man, even when mounted 
on the beft hunter, to catch them at firft fetting off, but 
that in a few minutes they will bound out of fight. The 
hunter muft, notwithftanding, keep on his courfe, but at 
proper intervals fpare his horfe, by keeping him from gal^ 
loping too faft, till fuch time as he can fee the oftrich again, 
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from the top of fome hill; the bird in the mean time '775- 

July. 

having run itfelf down, and afterwards growing fomewhat wnrO 
cool, and confeqiiently ftifF in its joints, has much ado to 
efcape ; and never fails, at leaft after the third courfe, 
either to be taken alive, or elfe to fall before the 
fportman's gun. In like manner I chafed and Ihot at the 
antilopes before fpoken of in vain ; thefe animals having a 
peculiar cuftom of Handing ftill at intervals during their 
flight, to ftare at their purfuers a little, and wait for their 
coming up. This property, however, is not, as fome ima- 
gine, either peculiar to the genus of antilopes, or common 
to all the fpecies of it ; for I have feen buffaloes and wild 
qffes {quaggas) fometimes make a fland in the fame manner : 
on the other hand, fome of the fmaller kinds of antilopes, 
as Jleenboksy klip-fpringerSj rie-reeboks^ and bofcbhoks^ run 
without Hopping, till they are out of the hunter's light. 
The elk antilopes {antilope oryx) of which I have likewife 
given a defcription in the Swedifh Tranfadlions, are faid, 
on account of the great demand there is for their flefh and 
hides, to be already exterminated from this part of the 
country ; and as foon as any others come from the inner 
diftri(5ts, they are Ihot diredWy, being in much greater 
requeft, as well as ealier to hunt, than the hartheejls. 
Towards evening we came out upon a road, which carried 
us by two farms, and at laft, about dufk, to the warm bath. 
Juft before we got thither, we had left a road on the left- 
hand, which, we were told, led to Roodezand^ Roggeveld^ 
Bokkeveldy and Sneeuwherg. 

The ground we had gone over that day, was 
reckoned four hours on horfeback ; and, as it ap- 
peared to me, was about four Swedifli, or twenty-four 
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'77J- Englifli miles. We had now been above feven hours 
^•v^O driving at an even pace over this piece of road. The way 
of meafuring ground at the Cape, which is computed by 
time, cannot be otherwife than uncertain and variable ; 
too much fo, indeed, to be collated with our method of 
reckoning by miles. An hour upon a hilly road, muft 
neceffarily be fliorter than an hour upon a level one. The 
reader, therefore, m\ift not expedt a perfedt geometrical 
accuracy in my map, it being laid down only from my 
own obfervations with a compafs, and the accounts I ob- 
tained from others. In the mean time, however, it is the 
only one that exifts, and may probably be of no fmall af- 
liflance in the framing of others that may be made here- 
after. In general, the unr^ or an hour on the road, is 
reckoned equal to the diftance to which a man can ride on 
a round trot, or a common hand-gallop, in that fpace of 
time, and this again is confidered as equivalent to the 
diftance to which a man is able to drive a waggon with 
oxen in two hours ; though even thefe on a plain level road, 
and with a lighter load than they generally draw, will go 
almoft as faft a trot (and in the fame proportion for other 
paces) as one ufually rides on horfeback. Four fuch hours 
with a horfe, or with eight oxen, are reckoned to make 
one Jkoft. This is as much as they ufually drive with a 
load in a day, or in the fpace of twelve hours, as fome- 
times they bait once on the road. The peafants that live 
farther up in the country, and have a long way to travel, 
are provided with a Ipare fet of oxen or two, which they 
make ufe of by turns, and in this manner are able to drive 
day and night, or tyfo^ofts (i. e. eight horfe-hours) in the 
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twenty-four natural hours. Now as thofe who live high '775- 
up in the country take fourteen, and fometimes twenty and Onr^ 
odd days, (beiides a day or two for refting,) to carry their 
goods in this manner to the Cape, and fomewhat lefs time 
to return in, it may eafily be conceived, that they do not fpare 
the poor creatures in the lead: it is by no means uncom- 
mon to fee them driven puffing and blowing with their 
tongues hanging a good way out of their mouths ; and it is 
evident that but little time can be allowed them for refling, 
and ftill lefs for feeking their food : now and then, indeed, 
they are able to fill their bellies with grafs, flirubs, and 
water, but have fcarcely time to chew the cud. It is from, 
this caufe likewife, that from having been, as it were, al- 
moft choked with fat, they grow quite lean on fuch a 
journey as this ; though, by the time that they take ano- 
ther journey next year to the Cape, they may poffibly,, 
efpepially fuch as during that period are not much worked, 
get into as good plight as before, on their ufual pafturage, / 
which they have in great abundance. * ^ 

As I have juft been treating of the manner of travelling 
at the Cape, I muft here farther add, that throughout all 
this colony oxen are never put into a team, fo ars to draw, 
with their horns, but with their fhoulders only, one yoke 
being ufed for each pair of oxen, which in the mortifes 
with which it is fattened round their necks, has notches 
for putting on and taking oflf the head-harnefs. The yoke 
belonging to the hindmoft pair is fattened by its middle 
part to the pole of the waggon; and thofe belonging to 
the reft have a rope, ftrap or chain, running throughi 
them, which is thus ftretched out equally between all the 
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yjj5- cattle. Perhaps this manner of harnefling their oxen, 
^•vo which feems to leave them fo much at liberty to move 
about, without giving them an opportunity of making ufe 
of the ftrength they have in their horns, will account for 
fuch long journies being made with oxen fo expeditioufly 
in Africa ; and likewife on the other hand, for their being 
obliged to make ufe of ten or twelve beafts to one waggon 
or plough. Mr. Arthur Young, in his " T'our through 
Ireland^ in the years 1776, 77, 78, has made mention 
of an experiment to this purpofe, which has given rife to 
this conjedure of mine, for which reafon I thought it ne- 
ceffary to quote the paffage here. 

" Lord Shannon, upon going into tillage, found that 
the expence of horfes was fo great, that it eat up all the 
profit of the farm, which made him determine to ufe 
bullocks ; he did it in the common method of yokes and 
bows, but they performed fo indifferently, and with ftich 
manifeft uneafinefs, that he imported the French method 
of drawing by the horns ; and in order to do this effec- 
tually, he wrote to a perfon at Bourdeaux to hire him a 
man who was pradtifed in that method. Upon the cor-^ 
refpondent being applied to, he reprefented difficulties 
attending it, the man who was fpoken to having been in 
Germany for the fame purpofe. Upon which Lord Shan- 
non gave diredtions, that every thing fliould be bought 
and fent over which the labourer wiflied to bring with 
him. Accordingly a bullock of the befl fort, that had 
been worked three years, was purchafed ; alfo a hay-cart, 
a plough, and all the tackling for harneffing them by the 
horns. — In my prefeiice, his Lordfhip ordered the French 
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harveft-cart to be loaded half a mile from the ricks ; it was 77j- 

July. 

done, one thoufand and twenty flieafs were laid on it, and K.^ysJ 
two oxen drew it without difficulty. We then weighed 
forty Iheafs, the weight two hundred and fifty-one pounds, 
at which rate the one thoufand and twenty came to fix 
thoufand three hundred and feventy-five pounds, or above 
three tons, which is a vaft Weight for two oxen to draw. 
I am very much in doubt, whether in yokes they would 
have ftirred the cart fo loaded,** (Page 409, Vol. I. — Sea 
likewife page 3 So.) 
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SECT. IV. 



Refidence at the Wann Bath, 



«77S- 'Tp H E warm bath, which we now arrived at, is called 
V^vO •*'. Hottentots Holland's Bath, from the name of the dif- 
triiSt in which it is lituated ; for the fame reafon it was 
likewife frequently called the Bath over or behind the 
mountain, and fometimes too Tzer-Baady as this is fup- 
pofed to contain more iron than any other bath in the co- 
lony. It is likewife looked upon to be better furniflied 
with conveniendes than any of the others. A brick houfe 
has been built here by order of government for the ac- 
commodation of the company at the bath. This confifts of 
a haO, two large chambers, a kitchen, and a little chamber, 
all with earthen floors. The fmall chamber, is inhabited 
by the pojl-majler, as he is called, or the overfeer of the 
bath ; fo that there are, properly fpeaking, only the two 
large chambers for the guefts, who fometimes arrive in a 
greater number than can be lodged in that narrow fpace. 
In this cafe they are obliged to difpofe of themfelves as well 
as they can in the hall, in the loft, or elfe in tents and 
tilt-waggons, which they bring with them for that pur- 
pofe. 
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The brick building above-mentioned, is ere6led againft ^77S; 
the declivity of a hill, without any kind of fewer or dyke ; V^^^^yO 
hence the water making its way into one of the chambers, 
renders it very damp and unhealthy ; and it is ftill more fo^ 
when they are obliged to put ieveral beds and fick people 
together. By the lift that the overfeer of the bath has kept 
there for feveral years paft, I found, that from one hun- 
dred and fifty to two hundred perfons ufe the bath yearly. 
But at the cold and inconvenient feafon when 1 was there, 
there were only eight people bathing, and even thefe were 
but fcurvily entertained. The few miferable benches, and 
the table that we found here, were the property of the old 
man at the bath, and accordingly we were obliged to hire 
them of him. 

At the diftance of about a hundred paces from the dwel- 
ling-houfe, is the bathing-houfe. This is a cottage, two 
fides of which are for the greater part under ground, and 
into which the light enters only by a few fmall peep- 
holes. The length of this cottage is from three and a half 
to four fathoms, and its breadth a fathom and a half. At 
one end of it there is a ciftern or pit, a fathom and a half 
fquare, and two feet deep. The warm v^rater is brought a 
little way under ground from its Ibiirce, till it comes out 
from above into one of the gables of the houfe, where it 
afterwards runs through un open channel one fathom in 
length, from which it comes pouring down into the ciftern 
in a ftream an inch thick. By this contrivance, indeed, 
the expence of mafonry and brick-work is faved, but then 
probably an opportunity is given by it to the moft fubtile 
and efficacious particles to fly off*. 

Vol. I. T The 
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yjj5* The method of bathing is, for the patient to fit or lie 

Wv>^ down in the ciftern, till the water is up to his chin. The 
water then feels extremely warm, though not fcalding hot ;. 
and a kind of fugillation is perceived from the internal ta ^ 
the external parts of the body. The velocity of the puife 
is increafed^ as well as that of the pulfation of the heart. 
In fo Ihort a fpace of time as eight or ten minutes, and 
fometimes even before that period, a deliquium appears to 
be coming on. It is therefore by no means advifeable to 
be alone, for fear of fwooning in the bath, and beings 
drowned. Such unfortunate accidents are faid fometimes 
to have adlually happened. At length, when the patient 
gets out of the water, he lays himfblf at the other end of 
the room to fweat, in the clothes he has brought with him 
for this purpofe. If he then drinks fome of the warm 
water, he: gets fo much the eafier into a fweat. As foon 
as this is over,, or at lead diminilhed, the patient waflies 
himfelf as quickly as poffible in the bath,^ in order to be 
dry fo much the fooner, before he puts on his clothes* 
Some people bathe and fweat in: the manner here mentioned 
at two different times, one immediat-ely after the other, 
and find no bad efFedls from it. The ciftern may be 
emptied, by turning a cock in the interval between each 
perfon's bathing, if required. 

Hardly a mile and a half from hence- there is a farm, 
where the company at the bath fometimes lodge ; but they 
find this rather inconvenient, on account of the diftance, 
The patientis bathe, as defcribed above^ moftly once or 
twice a day, very feldom three times; at leaft, fuch as in- 
tend. to purfue this method of cure for any length of time. _ 
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A few paces from this bath there are two others, which ^77 ';^ 
are nothing more than pits into which the warm water w^vO 
flows, covered in with hovels made of hurdles • Of thefe, 
the one is cooler and the other warmer than that which I 
firft defcribed ; both of them are made ufe only by 
flaves and Hottentots. In this part of the country there 
are two other wells without any Ihelter, but they are not 
ufed, though one of them has the ftrongeft fpring of any, 
and is neareft to the main building. In the dale I have 
defcribed, at the diftance of about fifty paces from and 
below the warm wells or bathing-places, there is a well of 
cold water, very pure to the tafte. The contents and 
temperature of the warm bath I cannot very accurately 
determine, partly on account of my thermometer being 
not graduated high enough for this purpofe, and partly 
by reafon that I was in want of many neceffary helps, as 
well with refpedl to drugs as veffels ; for the mafter of the 
bath's brandy-glafs excepted, I had nothing here fit for the 
purpofe, but the two drinking-glafles I brought with me, 
the people here ufually drinking the water of the well out 
of ladles. 

So that the only experiments which I had an opportu- 
nity of making are the following : 

A folution of fugar of lead feemed to precipitate a foul 
flimy matter. 

A folution of filver tinged the water of an opal colour, 
and at length precipitated a little white powder to the 
bottom. 

0/7 of tartar per deliquium^ precipitated fcarcely any thing. 

T 2 Litharge^ 
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for this purpofe,.- was not fuflficiently to be depended upon.. 
I was obliged to prepare fome myfelf from lime that was 
fomewhat flacked^ and a quantity of water, which,, for want 
of a better apparatus,. LdiftiUed by means of feveral tea- 
kettles joined together. 

Silver that had lain long in the water, difcovered no 
tokens of the prefence of fulphur. 

It is generally reported of this water, that it taftes of 
brimftone ; but iu fad, no fuch mineral is to be difco- 
vered in it, either by the tafte or fmell ; the tafte predomi- 
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nant in this water being very fenfibly vitriolic, and not »775. 
fulphureous. Notwithftanding this, the water is pretty ^xvO 
cafy of digeftion, and does not lit heavy on a tolerably 
good ilomach. As there is hardly ever any opportunity of 
confulting a phyfician here, this bath is ufed without any 
other method or indication than what correfponds with the 
caprice^ or fuits the convenience of the patient ; confe- 
quently, without any regular order, and without the lead 
attention to diet, or any diftin6tion of diforders, of which 
I fhall give the following inftance. A flave had fo far got 
the better of an epidemical diftemper, with which he had 
been afflidted, that nature was perfe6ting the cure by throw* 
ing out boy Is on the furface of his body ; notwithftanding 
which he was fent from Zwellendam^ by the lord lieutenant 
of that diftridt, to the bath here, as being a never-failing 
remedy. In vain did I order him to refrain entirely from 
bathing, when the greateft man in the place had com- 
manded him to do it. In the fpace of a few hours from 
his firft bathing, the poor fellow was at once delivered 
from his boyls and bondage. 

The company at the wells were in general not at all 
mce with regard to the time of day for bathing, arid did 
not helitate to go into the bath diredtly after meals ; and ^ 
though this was fometimes really done without any remark- 
able bad confequences enfuing, yet it was much to be * 
feared, that the food which the patient had juft before 
taken, Ihould be too fuddenly thrown into the mafs of 
blood. From all the accounts I could colle(St, it was not 
unufual for rheumatifms and contradtions of the limbs to 
be enthrely removed in three or four days, by the ufe of the 
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?u?' warm bath ; but in the gout it is by no means a peculiarly 
K^rrsJ powerful remedy. It is fometimes of iife in eruptions 
and malignant ulcers, but at other times has not the leaft 
efFe6l in thefe diforders. A girl who was now ufing the 
bath for the fecond year for her leg that was violently 
fwelled and afFecfted with profound ulcers, and in the mean 
time had ]X)ulticed it with the bruifed " leaves of mallows 
and other plants, had obtained no relief ; I therefore dif- 
fuaded her from uling either the bath or the leaves, as 
being of too irritating a nature, and ordered her to ufe a 
falve made of wax and honey, partly on account of its 
being eafy to be procured, and partly becaufe I knew by 
experience, that it could do no harm, and might do good. 
By this remedy the ulcer was healed very fuddenly beyond 
all expeiSlation, and the fwelling went down by degrees. 
A man bathed here for an old inveterate ulcer in his leg, 
without experiencing any good effedt ; but it Ihould be ob- 
ferved by the bye, that he got drunk almoft every day. A 
woman had a hard lump in one of her breafts, bigger than 
a man's fift. As bathing alone feemed to be of no fervice 
in this cafe, I made her rub the indurated tunwur with a 
little mercurial ointment; by which means, in fa<5t, one 
half of it difappeared in the fpace* of two days; but the 
remainder was not in the leaft acSled upon, either by the 
ointment or the bath. This good woman was at that very 
time, without knowing it, in that fituation, that a few 
months after bathing llie was brought to bed. The child, 
which was quite lively and hearty, had received no damage 
from the mother's bathing. A butcher was now ufing the 
bath for the third month, for an inveterate ulcer in his leg, 
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But without any peculiar advantage; though I was ac- y75. 
quainted with a magiftrate, who at this place in a fhort time V.^nrvJ 
got rid of a bad ulcer in his leg, for which he had long 
tried in vain every remedy that could be thought of. 

A young Madagafcar flave, who had an inveterate ulcer 
in his leg two inches broad, and of three years ftanding, 
was fent to the warm bath under my care, on condition 
that I (hould make ufe of him as my fervant. He had 
before this been attended, and given over as incurable, by 
a furgeon at the Cape. Being curious to examine a negro's 
flefti, I had for fome weeks before we fet off, undertaken to 
look after the fore myfelf. In general the difcharge from 
it was very trifling. The raw flefh appeared exadly of the 
fame colour with that of an European. After the proud- 
fiefli was fupprefled, the ulcer began to heal, by throwing 
out frefll fibres in the fame manner as ours do, with fome*^ 
thing whitifh on the fide of the fkin, which otherwife 
was of a dark colour. The procefs, however, went on very 
flowly and tedioufly ; but with the warm bath, the fore 
increafed both in width and depth. I let him go on bath- 
ing neverthelefs, in hopes that the wound would heal of 
itfelf, after his body had been well cleanfed by a courfe 
of bathing ; but in this, . as I afterwards found, I was very 
much miftaken* The flave himfelf informed me, that 
once before, when he . was in a ftate of freedom, and in 
his native country, he had had this fame complaint come 
upon him ; that the fore had then, as well as at prefent, 
broke out of itfelf, but at that time, was healed in a few 
days, by means of a certain bark bruifed between two 
ftooes, and laid upon the part. He faid he knew the trefe 
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177S* very well> and had feen the bark of it ufed by many of his 
\JrrsJ countrymen with equal fuccefs ; but that fince his arrival 
on the continent of Africa, he had looked for it in vain. 

The Chriftians who arm the natives of Madagafcar 
againft each other, in order, by bartering afterwards with 
the conquerors, to recruit their colonies with droves of 
v/retched flaves, muft here give me leave to remind them, 
if not fwayed by the confideration of the advantages 
which may accrue to mankind, yet at lead for the fake of 
their own interefts, a motive in other refpedls fo powerful 
with them, in fome meafure to turn their thoughts, and 
allot a fmall part of their gains, to the purpofe of making 
ufeful refearches. The Peruvian dari^ f^nega^ ophiorbiza^ 
farfaparillay quajjia^ with many other ufeful remedies, cal- 
culated for preferving millions of our fpecies, have not we 
learned them all from thofe we call Savages ? and perhaps 
might leara ftill more, if our tyranny had not already, I 
had almoft faid, entirely extirpated them, and together with 
them loft the refult of their ufeful experience. The ope- 
ration of the bath, and the cures that are here performed 
by its means, depend, in my opinion, very little on the 
mineral that is contained in a ftate of folution in the water; 
for it is forced out of the body too fpeedily, and by too 
near paffages, to be of any fervice. The warmth itfelf, 
in the degree in which it exifts here, hinders the iron from 
adling as a tonic ; and likewife prevents any of the water, 
by which the body is furrounded, from being abforbed 
into the veflels,, and diluting the humours, &c. as thefe 
latter evidently flow towards the furface of the body ; fo 
.that the cures performed here, proceed from nothing elfe 
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than repeated mutations of the humours by fvveating, and yj^- 
therefore a more fuitable diet and courfe of medicine than V^vnJ 
are here obferved are of the utmoft importance, to the end 
that the newly-generated fluids may be more healthy than 
thofe that have been previoufly carried off by^ the pores 
of the fkin. But if it be true, that the cures made by. 
this bath chiefly depend on the operation of fweating, in 
this cafe it has no peculiar advantage over domeftic baths, 
befides that of faving fuel. In Africa and Europe, as 
well as among the favages in America, it is by no means 
unknown, that the various methods pracSiifed of exciting per- 
fpiration, have in certain cafes been of the greateft fervice ; 
but perhaps, in many inftances, more benefit would be 
found by making ufe of the natural baths at the Gape 
with a more moderate degree of warmth, which would 
allow of the water being abforbed into the body; and 
likewife by ufing them with the addition of herbs : as, 
for example, of hucku {diofma) and wild dacka {phlomis 
leonurus) which are known both by the colonifls and the 
Hottentots to be as efficacious as they are common, and of 
the powerful efFe<Sls of which, in pains and contradlions of 
the limbs, when ufed in the form of baths, I myfelf have 
feen inftances. But finally, fuppofing the folutions of 
minerals in the warm fprings to be poffefTed of the greateft* 
powers, either univerfally, or only in particular circum- 
ftances, even then, in default of natural baths, one may 
prepare fomething fimilar to them one's felf. Vide Joh. 
CJaroli Schroteri Difputatioj fub prafidio Frid. Hoff- 
MANi, de Balneorum artificialium ex Scoriis Metallkis ufu 
Medico. Hala Magdeburgi 1772. Together with Bie 
Vol. L U kurijl 
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ku77fl naturlichen Brunnen nachzuniacheriy (the art of imi- 



17- 



\S-r\J tating natural mineral waters) by M^ Charles le Roi. 
Likewife Profeflbr Bergman's Opufcula^ Vol. I. 

In the mean time, inftead of entering into a difpute 
concerning the advantages that may accrue to any country 
from the pofleflion of thefe warm fprings, it would not be 
amifs in this place to make fome enquiries concerning 
their origin* It is well known, that heat, earthquakes, 
and even fire are produced, when water coriies into con- 
tact with Jlrata of fulphur mixed with iron. Subter- 
raneous heat or fire produced by this or other caufes, is the 
occafion of the water exifting in the bowels of the earth 
being forced upwards in the form of vapours. A coUedtion 
of thefe vapours impregnated with the fubftances which 
they may have diflblved in their way, compofe what we 
call mineral waters. So that it feems there is great reafon 
to fear, left in fuch large and extenfive diftillations the 
water Ihould chance to boil over. And, indeed, experience 
fliows, that, in this cafe, warm fprings and volcanos for 
the moft part enfue. To conclude, from the number of 
baths there is at the Cape, and the conliderable degrees of 
warmth they are pofTefled of, it is probable, that there lies 
concealed in the bowels of the earth not a little of this 
burning and all-deftroying element. What gives farther 
caufe for this fufpicion, is a little rock or hill of ftone,, 
fituated fifteen or twenty paces above the bathing-houfe. 
This confifts of a folid lava, in which there appear evident 
marks of its having been once in a fluid ftate. It likewife. 
perfectly refembles a lava which I had found before in 
great abundance on the ifland of Afcenfion. This lava too,. 
is in like manner of a very dark colour, and contains iron.. 
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A little piece of the road that is carried over this fpot, is di- '775- 
ilinguifhable by a blackifli duft or powder, like charcoal duft, v-^n^^/ 
^hich probably proceeds from the lava or iron ore cruflied 
to pieces by the wheels of the waggons that pafs that way. 
But if any fubterraneous heat or fire fhould be ftill con- 
cealed hereabouts to a confiderable extent, may it not fo 
far operate on the ftxell or external cruft of the earth, that 
much of the humidity of the latter fliall in part evaporate, 
and in part be dried up in the chinks and defts which are 
formed here in its furface. What confirms me in this 
conjedture is, that though there falls a great deal of rain 
in this part of Africa, fo that in the rainy feafon the rivers 
almoft overflow their banks, yet the greateft part of them 
are quite dried up in fummer time. Here are no wells, 
and very few fprings, but abundance of arid plains co- 
vered with fand and heath, of bare mountains, &c. All 
thefe contribute to give this country the z{pe6t of being 
the moft thirfty and dry tradt of land that I have yet feen 
upon the whole face of the globe. The warmth of the 
climate here is not fufiicient to account for fo great a degree 
of aridity ; , but the fuppofition of its being occafioned by a 
fubterraneous heat appears to me by no means abfurd ; as 
on the ifle of Tanna^ though rendered fo fertile in othec 
refpedts by the afhes of a burning volcano, I obferved two 
tradls of land fufiiciently dry and arid, notwithftanding that 
a fmall fpot only upon each pf them was fenflbly heated by 
the fubterraneous fire. Near the Hottentots Holland's Batb^ 
herbs and fhrubs grow luxuriantly by the fides of the tepid 
ftreams, which take their rife in the warm fprings, the 
roots and items of fome of thefe vegetables being even 
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'»77j- waflied by the water, without fufFering the leaft inconve- 
,J^^^ nience from it. It is at the foot of the Zwarteherg (or 
black mountain, as it is called) that the bath is lituated. 
Beneath this range of mountains is extended a confiderable 
plain, covered with fmall hills and dales, which was fliut 
in from the fea by a naked and hideous range of moun- 
tains of granite. Thefe limited profpeds which are fo 
common in Africa, could not but be very unpleafant to 
me, who in Sweden was almoft always ufed to fee 
the horizon perpetually verdant with groves of firs and 
pine. 

During my ftay here, the fpring, together with the 
month of Auguft, made daily advances with her various 
beautiful bulbous plants, which afterwards, when the 
drought of fummer came on, took their leave. Among 
thefe I now could number feveral different varieties of irifes. 
The roots, or more properly the bulbs of thefe, it is com- 
mon here to roaft in the afties and eat : they are called 
uyntiesy and have nearly the fame tafte with potatoes. The 
Hottentots, with more refledtion than generally falls to 
the Ihare of favages, ufe the word uynties in the fame 
fenfe in which Virgil ufed that of ariflaj that is, for 
reckoning of time; always beginning the new year, 
whenever the uynties ^vSh out of the ground, and mark- 
ing their age and other events by the number of times 
in which, irt a certain period, this vegetable has made its 
- - appearance. 

^^^ ^/— "' My courfe of bathing made me in generd too languid 

to undertake any long excurlions, or to go a hunting, parti- 
cularly up in the neighbouring mountains. On the i ath, 
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however, a lame flave having gone up into^ the cliffs to ^^J^^- 
gather wood and flumps of trees, and having at the fame v^-^^yn^ 
time taken with him feveral hounds, which I heard very 
bufy a hunting, I haftened up thither with a fmall gun, in 
hopes of meeting with -^Jleenbok ; but to my great aftonifli- 
ment found, that the hounds had driven the game up into 
a tree, and were laying clofe (iege to it ground about the 
bottom. The flave, who likewife came hither with his 
burden, faid it was a tiger or a leopard ; and added, that 
I muft take care to be fure of ray mark, or otherwife it 
might leap on to my flioulders from the branches of 
the tree, by which it was pretty well flickered, and be re- 
venged on me. As I recolleded having heard that in 
Bengaly m order to provide in fome meafure againfl: a cafe 
of this kind, they held a fmall fpear over their heads, I 
now got ready a large knife, at the fame time that I gave fire 
with fome large fwan-fliot, upon which I let a ball run 
down in hafte. As for the reft, I thought L might very 
well depend on the hounds relieving me by taking him off. 
The ball mifled, and the fliot alone took place ; however, 
the beafl: at length came tumbling down, and proved to 
be nothing more than a large wild cat. It was of a grey 
colour, and, for aught I could fee, was exadly of the fame 
fpecies as our tame houfe cats ; though, indeed, it weigh- 
ed three times as much. I meafured it with an Englifli 
rule ; it muft therefore be obferved, that the Englifli inch, 
is larger than the Swedifli, and that the fize of tl^vc 
animal is confequently given here accbrding to the former,, 
namely^ 
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Inches. 

3«>y- From the tip of the nofe to the head behind the ears 5 
^^^^^ From the ear to the fhoulder - - - ^i 
From the Ihoulder to the anus - - - 14 



So that the whole length of the cat was - 21^ 

The tail - - - - - - ^S 

The feet from the belly meafured, 
The fore feet - - - - - i a 

The hind feet - - - - - 13 

Confequently the height of the cat was about a foot and a 
half. 

The inteftines were half as long again as the animal, 
tail and all, viz. about fifty inches. They were full of 
moles and rats. 

A Hottentot bajiardy who had built a little cottage here 
near the bath, for himfelf, his wife> and his little daugh- 
ter, looked upon the flelh of wild icat§, lions, tigers, and 
fuch-Eke beafts of prey, as a rmedicine, and much whole- 
fomer than that of other animals. The greater part of the 
■company at the weUs were defirous of preferving the fat, 
which was thought not only to poflefs the virtue of healing 
fores, but likewife to be ferviceable in the gout ; and the 
fame notion was entertained with refpe(5t to the fat of 
other Wild beafts. It is certain, that the fat of this wild 
cat had a very rank and penetrating fmell, and on that 
account probably was preferable to other fat. There is 
another kind of cat, as it is called, the roode kat, the 
fkin of which is in Africa univerfally fuppofed to poffefs 
great medicinal power in the cure of lumbagos, pains in 
the joints, gout in the hands and feet, &c. if the hairy fide 
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be worn on the part aflfeded, I have Hkewife heard the '775- 

July. 

fame attefted by thofe who thought they had received be- ^^f^y^J 
nefit by it ; but as this fuppofed fpecific was fold at a very 
high price, I was contented, for my part, with examining 
the fkin, by which I was convinced, that it is the fame ani- 
mal as Mr. Pennant, in his SynoJifis and Hi/lory of iltiad-- 
rupedsy has defcribed, and given a drawing of, by the 
name of the Verfian Cat ; and M. de Buffon, Vol. IX. T. 24, 
by the name of the Caracal. The hair of this Ikin, it 
muft be owned, is very fine and foft ; but probably there 
are many other fkins that, applied with an equal degree of 
faith, would have the fame eflfeds. The colour of the upper 
part of it is of a very Hght red, fprinkled with grey ; untjer 
the belly it is Hght-colourcd ; the upper part of the ears,, 
which have tufts of hair on th€ tips of them, is dark brown,, 
fprinkled with grey. This animal is rather long in the body,^ 
and about two feet in h^ght, with a peaked nofe. They 
have a third kind of cat in Africa, which, in its motions 
and attitudes, is like our common cat, and is called at the 
Cape the tyger^katy and the tyger bofch-kat. From the two 
ikins which I brought with me, and which I fhall perhaps 
have occaiion to defcribe more accurately,. I cannot find but 
tiiat the tyger-cat is the fame animal as M. de Buffon calls 
the ferval<.2.\.. As to the animal to which M. Vosmaer 
^ives the name of the African civet-caty I much doubt if it 
be to be found at the Gape of Good Hope. 

The bxftrix crijlata of Linn-sus, called by the colonifts c-wi^y^***- 
hereyzer-varkefi (or the iron'bog,yis the fame animal as the 
Germans carry about for a (how in our country by the name 
©f the porcupincy and does much damage to the cabbages andt 
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Yd?! garden-fluff in the inclofures here. In the day-time it 
V-/vvi^ keeps in its holes under- ground, and at night goes in fearch 
of its food, which confifts of roots and leaves. The calla 
JLtbiopica is the plant fuppofed to be moft cx)veted by this 
animal, on which account likewife it is called the yzer-- 
darkens wort el. This vegetable is notwithftanding of fo 
acrid a nature, that either the root or the leaf applied to 
the furface of the body occafions blifters. The byjirix 
is caught in the following manner. They Ileal by night 
foftly towards the place where the creature ufes to fecrete 
itfelf, taking with them a dark lantern. The dogs now 
begin to give the alarm, and help to drive the animal from 
its fubterraneous retreat, till at length the fportfmen are 
able to get at it and knock it on the head* It often hap- 
pens, indeed, that the more eager and inexperienced dogs 
get fore nofes and mouths, Sec. in confequence of being 
pricked by this creature's Iharp quills; but there is no 
foundation for the report, that it has the power of fhooting 
forth thefe weapons from its body at pleafure, and direcSling 
them againft its enemies. By rolling up its body, like the 
hedgehogs into a heap, and fetting up its prickles or quills, 
many of which are a foot and a half long, it is perfedlly 
well defended from dogs as well as other animals. I did 
not hear talk at the Cape of any bezoar being produced by 
this animal. The flefh nearefl refembles pork, a circiim- 
flance which has undoubtedly procured it the name it 
bears. It is chiefly ufed as bacon, being fmoked and dried 
up the chimney for that purpofe, and is by no means ill- 
tafled; though prejudice hinders a great many of the 
inhabitants from eating it. 

I foimd 
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I found here two new fpecies of the ^enus of tetrao* one \775. 
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"775- parts I firfl: few it in its wild date. It is not a very Ihy bird, 
^^^yy^sJ hut when feared, begins at firft to endeavour to fave itfelf, 
by alternately hopping and fcudding along very fwiftly^ and 
afterwards does it more effe<Slually by flight. In external 
appearance, in fome refpecSts it refembles the eagle, and in 
others the crane, two birds certainly very unlike each other; 
though in my opinion it ought to be referred to neither of 
thefe genera. The Hottentots give it a name moft fuitable 
to its nature, viz. as tranflated into Dutch, Jlangen-vreeter^ 
.(or ferpent-eater ;) and, in fa^, it is for the purpofe of con- 
fining within due bounds the race of ferpents which in Africa 
is very extenfive, that nature has principally deftined this 
bird. It is much larger than our crane, with legs two feet 
and a half long, and the body in proportion lefs than the 
crane's. Its beak, claws, ftout thighs covered with long 
feathers, and fliort neck, are like thofe of the eagle and 
hawk kind. The head, neck, beak, the lefler coverts of 
tlie wings, and the greater part of the tail, are of a grey 
leaden colour ; the longer quills of which latter, a little way 
from the tips, are moreover marked with a black fpot ; but 
the two middle quills are longeft of all, and are white at the 
tips ; its breaft is of a yellowilh white (Jordide albidum ;) 
the vent-feathers, wing-quills, thighs, claws, pupil, and the 
retroverted feathers under the eyes are black ; its thighs are 
of a flefh-colour, its eyes large and prominent, the iris of 
. an orange-yellow, the cere^ and the region of the eyes naked 
and yellow. A tuft or comb compofed of about twelve fea- 
thers, with which, placed in two rows, this bird is adorned^ 
lies down moftly on tiie hind part of the neck. 
» ■ 
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This bird has a peculiar method of feizing upon ferpents. '575- 
When it approaches them, it always takes care to hold ^Jy^ 
the point of one of its wings before it, in order to parry 
off their venomous bites ; fometimes it finds^ an oppor- 
tunity of fpurning and treading upon its antagonift, or 
elfe of taking it up on its pinions and throwing it into 
the air: when by this method of proceeding it has at 
length wearied out its adverlary, and rendered it almoft 
fenfelefs, it then kills it and fwallows it at leifure, without 
danger. Though I have very frequently feen the fecreta^ 
ries bird both in its wild and tame ftate, yet I have never 
had an opportunity of feeing this method it has of catching 
ferpents; however, I can by no means harbour any ddubt 
concerning it, after having had it confirmed to me by fo> 
many Hottentots as well as Chriftians; and fince this bird 
has been obferved at the menagerie at the Hague^ to amufe 
and exercife itfelf in the fame manner with a flraw. If^;. 
finally,. this ferpent-eater is to be referred to the accipitresy. 
or the hawk- kind, the name of faico ferpentarius appears 
to be the moft proper to diftinguilh it by iii the Syjlema Na- 
ture. It has even been remarked, that thefe birds, when 
tame, will not difdain now and then to put up with a nice 
chicken. 

I will not venture atprefent to try my reader^S patience 
Ibnger, with accounts of any more of the feathered inhabir 
tants of Africa, at leaft not of the fmaller fort ; yet it may 
not be improper to mention by the bye, that they are of 
many dlflferent forts, and moft of them unlike thofe' which 
are to be found in other parts of the world, and at the 
farae time that many of them are yet unknown to natura- 
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'775- lifts. In general, they excel our European birds in the 
X^y-v-' brilliancy of their plumage; but, on the other hand, with 
regard to what adds greater life to nature, and which is 
capable of charming us more, and operating more power- 
fully on our fenfes, viz. the delightful warbling and fong 
peculiar to the feathered race, there are very few of them 
that deferve our notice in this point. 

The manner in which I employed the remainder of my 
time, while I ftaid at the warm bath, was in vifiting a 
rich farmer who was fick, and lived about two miles and 
a hsdf off. I had now better reafon than ever to be pleafed 
with the knowledge I had attained in the ^fculapian art, 
though my reward coniifted in nothing more than now and 
then a flioulder of mutton or a piece of venifon, which 
fometimes was pretty plentiful there ; and that at every 
vifit they gave me a pitcher full of milk, which I took 
home with me on the pummel of my faddle. As this latter 
' was never fuffered to go out of the houfe for money, and 
the company at the wells were very irregularly ferved with 
provifions, and even thefe Were fcarce, it occafioned me 
frequently to repeat my vifits to my patient, efpecially as 
the copious evacuations by fweat required plenty of nouriih- 
ment to fupply the place of what was thus diflipated ; an 
apophthegm, of which many of thofe, who ufed the bath, 
were reminded by an excellent appetite. As from the fame 
motive I was once obliged to go as far as Bott-riviery in 
order to get in a ftock of butcher's meat and garden- fluff, 
which I brought home with me on a led horfe, I had the 
fetififa^tion, in the extenfive tra^s above-mentioned, which 
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are between the bath and this river, of feeing fome of the '77 J- 
dog kinc\ in their wild ftate. ^^^yy^ 

Thefe wild dogs are fome of the moft pernicious beads 
of prey, particularly with refi>e61: to flieep and goats, that 
either the African colonifts or the Hottentot Ijordes are ex- 
pofed to. They are reported not to be content merely Avith 
fatisfying their hunger, but even to deftroy and wound 
every thing they meet with. They always herd together 
in companies, and wander about day and night after their 
prey. The noife they make in hunting is faid much to 
refemble the yelping of our common hounds, only to be 
fomething foften It is aflerted, that they even have the 
courage to try their ftrength with larger dogs, as well tame 
as wild; and that they were once bold enough, in their turn, 
to purfue a fportfman, who was out after them on horfe- 
back, but was unlucky enough to mifs fire. It has been 
obferved, that they hunt with much fagacity, ading per- 
fectly in concert with each other ; at the fame time that 
each of them in particular does his beft to overtake or meet 
the game, till at length it falls a prey to the pack. They 
are faid to be always as lean as fkeletons, and confequently 
ugly, and at the fame time that they Have feveral fpots 
bare of hair. One fort is faid to be larger, of a reddilh 
colour, fpotted with black; the other lefs and browner. 
Thofe that I then faw at the diftance of two hundred 
paces, were probably of the larger kind, for they were 
two feet high, fhort haired, and reddifh. No one yet 
has tried to tame them; fome of the country i)eople, 
however, may have had opportunities of experiencing, 
how near thefe grim and fierce animals of prey may be 
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»77S« allied to the more civilized little dogs which fo frequently 

July. 

^^ysj engrofs the favour and attention of the fair fex. It is 
polTible, that there is yet another fpecies of wild dogs in 
Africa, as a peafant of the name of Pottgieter informed 
me, that in Mojfel-bay he had feen an animal of the lize 
and ftiape of a common dog, though it had larger ears, 
and was marked white under the belly, but was of a dark 
colour every where elfe. His companion had fliot at it, 
but miffed fire. 

The tyger-wolf is a much more common beaft of prey, 

^^ g^^^fr^^^^>^ and one that from the very beginning, as well as through- 

' out the whole of my journey, occafioned me fo much anxiety 

and fear for the fafety of my cattle, and confequently for 
the happy conclulion of my expedition, that I cannot defer 
any longer the defcription of fo formidable an animal. By 
the colonifts they are called tyger-wolf. This is that hitherto 
imknown animal, which Mr. Pennant, in his Synopfis 
of Quadrupeds, page 162, N"* 119, and Hiftory of Qua- 
drupeds, page 250, N"" 149, has briefly defcribed and 
given a drawing of, by the name of the fpotted byana^ a 
different fpecies from the cams byana of Linnaeus. 

The night, or the dufk of the evening only, is the time 
in which thefe animals feek their prey, after which they 
are ufed to roam about both feparately and in flocks. But 
one of the moft unfortunate properties of this creature 
is, that it cannot keep its own counfeL The language of 
it cannot earfily be taken down upon paper ; however, with 
a view to make this fpecies of wolf better known than it 
hasi been hitherto^ I Ihall obferve, that it is by means of 
a found fomething like the following, cmuae^ and fometimes 
7 ooaoy 
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ooao-, yelled out with a tone of defpair, (at the interval of '775- 
fome minutes between each howl,) that nature obliges V^^v-O 
this, the moft voracious animal in all Africa, to difcover 
itfelf, in like manner as Ihe has ordained that the moft ve- 
nomous of all the American ferpents fliall, by the rattle in 
its tail, itfelf warn every one to avoid its mortal bite. This 
fame rattle-fnake would feem, in confequence of thus be- 
traying its own defigns, and of its great inactivity, to be as 
it were nature's ftep- child, if, according to many credible 
accounts, it had not the wonderous property of charming 
its prey by fixing its eye upon it. The like is affirmed alfo 
of the tyger-^olf. This creature, it is true, is obliged to 
give information againft itfelf; but on the other hand, is 
a<Stually poffeffed of the peculiar gift of being enabled, in 
fome meafure, to imitate the cries of other animals ; by 
which means this arch-deceiver is fometimes lucky enough 
to beguile and attract calves, foals, lambs and other ani- 
mals. As to the bowlings of this creature, they are, in fa<a, 
as much the natural confequences of hunger, as gaping is 
of a difpofition to fleep ; and as the flowing of the faliva, or 
the water coming into the mouth, is of the fight of fome 
delicacy, which excites the appetite. There muft, indeed ^ 
be fome phyfical caufe for this. The very hoUownefs of 
the found, or fome other quality of it which I cannot well 
defcribe, induces me to conjedture, that it proceeds from 
the emptinefs of the ftomach. In the mean time, that a 
difpofition to this yelling is abfolutely implanted in the ani- 
mal by nature, I am apt to conclude from the inftance of 
a young tyger-wolf that I faw at the Cape, which, though 
it had been brought up tame from a whelp by a Chinefe 
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775- refident there, and was then chained up, was faid never- 
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K^j^r^ thelefs to be filent in the day time, but very frequently in 
the night (being then probably hungry) was heard to emit 
the yelling noife peculiar to its kind. Near fome of the 
larger farms, where there is a great deal of cattle, this 
ravenous beaft is to be found almoft every night ; and at 
the fame time frequently from one hour to another be- 
traying itfelf by its howlings, gives the dogs the alarm. 
The peafants aflfured me, that the cunning of the wolves 
was fo great, (adding, that with fome of them the trick had 
more than once even fucceeded) that a party of them, half 
flying and half defending themfelves, would decoy the 
whole pack of dogs to follow them to the diftance of a gun- 
fhot or two from the farm, with a view to give an oppor- 
tunity to the reft of the wolves to come out from their 
ambufcade, and, without meeting with the leall refiftance, 
carry off booty fufficient for themfelves and their fugitive 
brethren. As the ty ger- wolf, though a much larger and 
ftronger animal, does not venture, without being driven to 
the utmoft neceflity, to meafure its ftrength with the com- 
mon dog, this is certainly an evident proof of its cowardice^ 
Neither does this fame voracious beaft dare openly to at- 
tack oxen^ cows, horfes, . or any of the larger animals, 
while they make the leaft appearance as if they would 
defend themfelves, or even as long as they do not betray 
any figns of fear. Though, on the other hand, it is art- 
ful enough to ru(h in upon them fuddenly and unexpect- 
edly, with a horrid and ftrange cry, fo as to fet them a 
running in confequence of the fright, after which it keeps 
clofe to their heels with fafety, till it has an opportunity 
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with one bite or ftroke to rip up the belly of its prey, ^77S* 
(even though it Ihould be fo large an animal as a draught- L/v%J 
ox,) or elfe give it fome dangerous bite, and fo at one 
lingle bout make itfelf mafter of its antagonift. On this 
account the peafants are obliged to drive their cattle home 
every evening before it is dark, excepting the more confi- 
derable droves of draught- oxen, which they let roam about 
day and night to feek their food unattended, by reafon 
that they are ufed both to the country and the artifices of 
the wolves, and can therefore the better depend upon and 
defend each other. 

Travellers, on the other hand, who are obliged to keep 
on in their journey, frequently fuffer great loffes by turn- 
ing their cattle out at night ; efpecially of the young ones, 
which are eafieft feared. I, who had only one team of 
oxen, and thofe, to my forrow, of that degenerate fort as 
to be apt to ftray and wander afar oflf, feldom ventured to 
let them graze in the night, however neceffary it might 
otherwife be ; for my botanical occupations feldom allowed 
me to travel on nights, as the peafants do, and bait my cattle 
in the day-time : fo that, as I could only travel in the morn- 
ings and evenings, the heat of the day was neither a pro- 
per nor a fufficient time for baiting them. 1 had befides 
not unfrequently the difagreeable accident happen to me, 
that the leader of my team, whofe duty it was to go to 
I>afture with the cattle, negleded his duty. By this means 
we wafted not only many hours, but even fometimes a 
coujde of days together, in anxious endeavours to re- 
cover our loft cattle ; and at the fame time were obliged to 
go over hills and dales, on horfeback as well as on foot, 
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jYiy! ^" fearch of them. During my refidence at the warm bfltfej* 
V-^vW my laddle-horfe, together with fome others, were frightened 
one night by the wolves, fo as to pull up by the roots the 
fmall buflies to which they were tied, and took to their 
heels; but fortunately, they were found again unhurt 
the following evening. They had perhaps difengaged 
themfelves entirely from their faftenings, or eMe taken 
courage, on having been obliged to ftop at the lleep dedi- 
vity of a mountain, that blocked up a narrow dale,, where 
they were found. It is poffible, that the hyaena has cou- 
rage only upon the open plains, in the fame manner as our 
ordinary wolves ; which are faid, for fear of being taken 
by furprize, not to venture to follow any one that takes 
refuge in the Ikirts of a wood. The imminent danger I 
had been in of lofing my faddle-horfe, induced me after- 
wards to be as cautious as poffible againflr fo difagreeable 
and vigilant an enemy as the wolf. I had alfo. the good for- 
tune, throughout the whole of my journey, to efcape paying 
any tax to this animal's voracity and cunning, excepting a 
trace belonging to the waggon, two yards long and two 
fingers thick, made of ftrong thongs of undreffed ox'^ 
hide plaited together; for one night a vralf came within- 
lide of the door of my lodgings (at Tygef'-boek) where it 
hung up, and gnawing it in pieces, devoured it entirely. 
The Hottentots themfelves have confefled to me, that it was 
ftill within the memory of man, that the tiger-wnolf had 
been bold enough to fteal upon them and moleft them in 
their huts, particularly by carrying off their children. This, 
however, is now no longer the cafe ; a circumftance, per- 
haps, proceeding from the introdu(5iion of fire-arms into 
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tibe country, which, in theJfe latter times, has caufed ^7j5- 
this, as well as other wild beaj3:s, to Itand in greater <yy^ 
awe of man than it did formerly. I have heard the 
following ftory of tiie tiger-wolf mentioned, as being 
rdated in a certain treatife on th« Cape, of wiiich I now 
cannot exadtly remember the title. The tale is laughable 
enough, though perhaps not quite £0 probable. 

*^ At a feaft near the Cape one night, a trumpeter who 
had got his fill of liquor was carried out of doors, in order 
that he might cool himfelf, and get fober again. The fcent 
of him foon drew thither a tiger-woli^ which threw him 
en his back, and dragged Inm along with him, as a corpfe, 
and confequently a fair prize, up towards "fable-mount^in. 
During this, however, our drunken mufician waked, 
enou^ in his fenfes to know the danger of his fituation, 
and to found the alarm with his trumpet, which he car- 
ried fattened to his iide. The wild beaft, as may eafily 
be fuppofed, was not lefs frightened in his turn." Any 
other but a trumpeter would, in fuch circvimftances, 
have undoubtedly been no b6tter than wolPs meat. 

In the mean time it is a certain truth, and well known 
to every body, that thefe wohres are to be found almoft 
every dark night about the fhambles at the Cape, where 
they devour the oiFals of bones, ikin, &:c. which are 
thrown out there in great quantities, and drag aWay with 
them what they cannot ^at. The inhabitants repay thefe 
good offices of the hyaena with a free and unlimited pri- 
vilege of accefs and egrefs. The dogs too hereabouts, 
perfedtly accuftomed to their company, are faid never to 
throw any impediment in their way ; fo that the beaft, 
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•77S- entertained and fed in the very heart of the town, has 
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^•vO been feldom known to do any mifchief there. It is like- 
wife a well-known fa6l, that thefe wolves, in different 
parts of Africa, exhibit different degrees of courage ; this, 
however, may perhaps proceed from their being of different 
fpecies in different parts. 

Yet in this very gluttony of the hyana^ and its difpo- 
fition to confume every thing it can come at, the provident 
oeconomy of nature is abundantly evinced. The flowery 
fields at the Cape, would certainly foon become hideous and 
disfigured with carcafes and fkeletons, the relics of the 
great quantity of game of all forts which graze and die 
there in fucceflion, were not the tiger-wolf manifeftly 
fubfervient to nature in the regulation of her police, by 
clearing her theatre from them ; nay, I had almoft faid, 
the wolf alone : for lions and tigers, for example, never 
eat bones, and are not very fond of carcafes. Thefe are 
ferviceable in another way. They make the other animals 
vigilant and attentive to the functions for which nature 
has defigned them; and befides anfwering feveral other 
intentions of providence, they ferve, in conjundtion with 
mankind, to keep in a juft equilibrium the increafe of 
the animal kingdom ; fo that it may not exceed the fup- 
plies afforded it by the vegetable part of the creation, and 
by this means prevent the neceffary renewal of the latter 
by feeds, 8cc. and thus, by defolating it and laying it 
wafte, in the end impoverifti and deftroy themfelves, and 
die moft wretched victims to want and hunger. So that, 
notwithftanding the immenfe quantities of game exifting 
in this country, there are very feldom found any bones in 
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the haunts they have left, and never after the tiger, lion, '775- 
jackal, wild cat, and wild dog. Thefe latter animals, that V^^yx^ 
they may not encumber and litter the ground which nature 
has ordained them to clear, never go out of their dens and 
caverns when they find themfelves fick and difabled ; 
but there, oppreffed with hunger and difeafe, await the 
tranfitory moment, when they muft pay obedience to 
nature's laft law. 

Relatively to this it is worth while to obferve, that the 
tiger-wolf is faid, befides devouring an incredible quan- 
tity of food, likewife to be capable of bearing hunger 
a confiderable time ; and if withal we recolledt its cowardly 
manner of attacking living animals, it will be evident, that 
this creature's voracity muft neceffarily ferve to confume 
fuch as are worn out with age, or are fickly or maimed, as 
well as the other remains and refufe of the animal king- 
dom, and in like manner what may be redundant in it ; but 
does not threaten any great deftrudlion of the fupplies ne- 
ceffary for the recruiting of this part of the creation. 

Two other voracious animals of this kind are found in 



jUi^/q 



Africa, which are diftinguiflied by the names of mountain^ ^r v-v^// 
wolf 2LXM^Jlrand-wolf\ but the people of the country were ^-^/r»^^ /^^^j 
Bot able to give me any other marks to diftinguilh them 
by, than that the mountain-wolf is of a greyifh caft, but 
the Jlrand^wolf blackifh with a grey head. In the mean 
time, what I have faid above concerning the tiger- wolf, as 
being the moft common of the kind, may perhaps be in a 
great meafure applicable to the two other fpecies. 
* The one of thefe probably is the canis hyana^ Syfl. 
Nat. Linn, as I brought with me from the Cape a fkin, 
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Y7S- which feems to cx)rrefpond tokraWy well with the deicrip* 
C^yO tions we have of that animal. The teeth and feet were 
either loft from off the Ikin, or elfe mutilated ; however, to 
defcribe it as accurately as I can, it was five feet in length 
and two in breadth, and the legs, to conclude from what was 
left, were above a foot long. The tail was fifteen inches long, 
and tolerably bufhy ; from the tip of the nofe to the eyes it 
meafured fix inches, and from the eyes to the ears five ; the 
ears were fix inches long, a little rounded at the tip, but the 
exterior furface of them was moftly bare. The nofe was 
peaked ; the head covered with fhort hair, and of an aih- 
colour all over ; while, on the other hand, the hair on the 
reft of the body was thick, harfh, and rough; on the 
upper part of the back the hairs were above a foot long, 
efpecially near the tail; on the tail itfelf they were fix 
inches in length, while on the fides and helly they were 
not above four or five* 

The hairs of the whifkers were very ftifFand harfti, fome 
of them being thrice the thicknefs of thofe on the breaft, 
and five inches in length. A number of ftiff and flrait 
hairs, three or four inches long, compofed the eye-brows* 
The eyes were at the diftance of two inches afunder ; the 
colour of the fpace between them, as well as on the upper 
part of the back and tail, was dark brown, as likewife on 
the legs and thighs ; but on the fides and under the helly 
it was moufe-black. It was with difficulty that fonae dark 
ftripes could be traced, running from the back-bone down 
to the fides* 

So that Mr. Pennant's defcription of the bytena canmaj 
or -the canis hyaena of L^iNNiEUs, correfjponds tolerably 
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wt% as ta the fize of the animal and the nature of ^Jis* 
the hair, with the ikin I brought with me, and have juft L^vO 
now defcribed, the fmall differences there may be in the 
colour being of no great importance : befides, I have an- 
other very good reafon for believing, that one fpecies of 
y the animab called wokves at the Cape, is the hyana caninay 

£o well defcribed by Mr. Pennant ; and this is, that a 
farmer living near Boft Rhier^ offered to lay me a confider- 
able wager, that he could Ihew me wolves that were ber^ 
maphrodites. For this purpofe he intended to lay a poi- 
foned bait for them, compofed of an extradt of an herb,, 
which he bought of fomebody that lived at a great diflance 
up in the country ; however, I did not accept the wager,^ 
partly as 1 had not time to wait for the determination of it, 
and partly becaufe I was afraid of getting into fomc dif^ 
agreeable difpute about the decifion of it ; as perhaps this 
animal, in like manner as I had feen before in the cafe of 
the viverra g^enetta and other creatures, might have a 
mufk-bag, or follicle, in that part, which might be mif- 
taken for the female organs of generation. I did not 
then recoiled^, that Mr. Pennant had remarked an aper^ 
tare above the anus in the female of the cants byana ; but 
that the tiger- wolf had nothing of the kind, I could ob-^ 
ferve in the female one that was kept alive at the Cape^ 
It is this aperture, as 1 imagine, that in former times gave- 
room for the aflertion, that the hysena was ufed to change 
its fex. Perhaps^ in like manner, it will be found, that our 
forefathers were not entirely without foundation in the ac- 
counts they gave (though they were certainly carried too far) 
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Vdy! ^f ^^^ hyxna's power to imitate the human voice, and to 
V^rvJ fafcinate the fhepherds, fo that they were not able to ftir 
from the fpot they were in. 

I have already given an account of this creature's power 
to imitate other animals ; all the country people, wherever 
I paffed in the courfe of my journey, were agreed on this 
poinf. I myfelf, as well as my fellow-traveller, and my 
Hottentots, together with a boor and his whole family at 
Gaurits Rivier^ heard a wolf imitate Iheep and lambs* 
That the noife came from the wolf we had reafon to con- 
clude ; in the firft place, from our having heard it from the 
place where he difcovered himfelf, both before and after- 
wards, by his ufual and peculiar howl ; in the fecond place, 
becaufe all the Iheep vrere near at hand, and had been all 
reckoned before they were folded ; and laftly, becaufe the 
bleating was emitted in rather too Iharp a tone, and fb 
little like the natural found, that even the dogs belonging 
to the farm were fenfible of the trick, and ran out that way 
barking violently ; but what kind of wolf this was, nobody 
could inform me with any certainty. 

Farther on I fliall have occafion more particularly to 
relate, how we were difturbed in a defert place by a great 
body of wolves, which,^ in confequence of the infernal 
noife they made, might, in former times, eafily have in- 
duced the fuperftitious fhepherds to adopt as a reality any 
conceit whatfoever, that the firft emotions of their terror 
might infpire. 

In Lange Kloof j near Gantze Craal Rivierj I was fliewed 
a little piece of fkin, which was faid to be that of a wolf. 

In 
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In its colour it came neareft to that of our Swedilli wolves, '775- 
but the hair was coarfer and harfher, and feemed to me wvC/ 
different from that of both the other forts of hysena 
above-mentioned. The Ikin I have defcribed as corre- 
fponding with the cants hyana^ I bought juft before my 
departure from the Cape, of the late lord lieutenant, or 
Landroji of Zwellendam ; who told me, it had been pre- 
fented to him by a peafant living in the northern part of 
his diftricfl. This fjime peafant, he faid, pretended it was 
the Ikin of a very rare and uncommon animal. It is not 
impoflible, that by this means he wifhed to enhance the 
value of his prefent, though very probably in a certain 
refpeiSt it was rare for him ; fox wolves are beards I had 
almoft faid, every night, but ar6 hardly ever fhot, and 
very feldom caught, though for this purpofe the country 
people build little houfes, in which they put ftinking car* 
cafes by way of bait. Here the wolf creeping in and 
treading on a fpring, a hatch falls down immediately, . and 
Ihuts him in. 

I cannot help once more repeating it, as being fome- 
thing peculiar, that the ikin above defcribed was covered r 
with hairs, a great part of which were above a foot long. 
Since it is in the warmeft countries that the animals are 
often found moft deficient with refpedt to hair ; and again,r 
as it is in the cold climates alone, efpecially againft the 
winter fets in, that one fees thefe creatures protected from 
the feverity of the feafon by furs and long Ihaggy hair ; 
and moreover, as nature does nothing without defign, no- 
thing without the wifeft intentions, the queftion has fug- 
gefted itfelf tome, what occafion can the by ana eaninar 

Vol* L Z. bave^. 
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'77S- have, in fo warm a Kilimate as that he inhabits^ for fo- 
\,^YsJ hairy and warm a covering ? This however may, perhaps, 
be extremely neceffary in the cold caverns of rocks,L and 
the fubterraneous holes which are allotted to this bea{t of 
prey for his habitation. It feems to me like wife to be 
very ferviceable in the cold, dark, and rainy nights, which 
are the principal times for this animal to hunt in. Times 
that, moreover, are probably very critical for fuch gazels 
and antilopes as are lick and fiiperannuated. May not this 
fur likewife contribute to take oiF from the lliarpnefs of 
this animal's hunger ? A good cover for a horfe in winter 
is, according to the ufual expreiiion, equal to half its food : 
now nature, whofe riches and bounty we acknowledge in 
other partiailars, does not Ihow a lefs careful provifion in 
regard to the animal I am fpeaking of. It is neceffary that 
the animal kingdom fhould be kept in due order and a juft 
equilibrium ; for- which purpofe fhe makes ufe of certain 
animals, and has accordingly endued the hyaena with a 
wonderful degree of vigilance, with other faculties and 
means to anfwer thefe her intentions to their full extent ; 
but being unwilling, and indeed too generous, perpetually 
to lavifh the more inoffenfive part of the animal creation 
to the utmoft ftretch of this creature's voracious appetite, 
flie hits upon other methods, in the *intervals, to affwage 
and damp it. In like manner as to the other beafts of prey, 
Ihe has given to the wolf likewife the faculty of fleeping 
out the greateft part of its life, by which means it eats the 
lefs ; and this creature's warm fur, does not a little pro- 
mote nature's intentions in this refpedt. 

The 
* Between thofe periods when it Satisfies its hunger. * 
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The lion, indeed, is now almoft extirpated from this '775. 
part of the country ; though it fometimes happens, that ^•yV 
one or two of them come hither farther from the north- 
wards. One of thefe aiiimals was faid to have done much 
mifchief at about eleven miles diftance from the bath, at 
the time that I was there. 
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CHAP. V. 



Journey from the Warm Bath to Zwellendam, 



TH E time was now come for me to quit the bath, .in 
order to fet out upon the long journey I had in view. 
Mr. iMMELMAN likewife at this juncture came to me from 
the Cape, to bear me company according to his promife. 
But, contrary to my expectation, there was fomething ftill 
wanting of the greateft importance. 

The peafant, who had undertaken to equip me with what 
was neceflary for my journey, had taken me in, not only 
by felling me a team of wretched oxen, but likewife in the 
driver he had procured me. 'JT^^ough he had hired him for 
me at feven rixdollars per month, exclufive of his victuals 
and tobacco, the fellow knew ftill lefs of the road than we 
did ourfelves. This fame driver had likewife negle(5ted his 
duty, in omitting to procure us a Hottentot to lead our 
oxen. I had every realbn to believe, that this omiflion was 
made on purpofe, in order that we might not penetrate far 
into the country ; in which cafe he himfelf would have the 
fewer dangers and difficulties to undergo, and the wear and 
tear of my waggon would be the lefs; for I plainly perceived, 
that his principal, i.e. the farmer whom I had commiffioned 
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to agree with him for me, had buoyed himfelf up with the '?75. 
hopes, that he ihould get my waggon dog-cheap at my ^^vO 
return. I therefore agreed with another, who was feck- 
oiled a fteady and experienced man ; but he, as foon as we 
imparted to him in confidence our intentions of vifiting the 
more diftant parts of the country, not only begged to be 
off the bargain, but likewife lincerely and from the bottom 
of his heart, advifed us to ftay at home. By this means 
we were quite put to ourihifts, not knowing how to get an ' 
inch farther. Though we now would have gladly put up 
with the Lego-Hottentots only, we met with a refufal like- 
wife from them, on our fending to a couple of craals, or 
communities,' at the diftance of eleven miles from us, in 
order to make a bargain with them;. They excufed them- 
fclves on the account that a great many of their young men 
were juft dead, and ibme of them were ftill fick. It feemed 
they were affii<5ted with a bilious fever, a diforder which 
in general is rather uncommon at the Cape, and is always 
moft fatal to flaves. But as it was now very rife, and ran 
very high among the colonifts themfelves, they were uni- 
verfally alarmed, and my fellow traveller as much as any 
of them. I, for my part, being an European phylician, and 
ufed to much more dangerous epidemics, was in no con*^ 
cem whatever, except on account of .the mortification and 
ihame I experienced at finding myfelf in danger of putting 
an end to my journey for want of a driver. Indeed, on 
this account, had I had it in my power, I would gladly 
have bartered one or two of the feven fdences for the art of 
driving oxen. At length, however, the baftard Hottentot, 
who lived near the bath ij^ a hut made of hurdles, and 
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>775- who by the bye was but a fad fellow, finding his wiffe anfl 
\^r^ child begin to recover from their putrid fever, undertook, 
in confideration of fome medicines he had had of me, }mt 
chiefly in confideration of the hard money I paid him 
down upon the nail, to drive my waggon ; but no farther 
than to ZweUendattti where Mr.iMMELMAN was in hopes of 
getting Hottentots more eafily. In the mean time, in 
default of ox-leaders, we were obliged, though on horfe- 
bac^, to condefcend, by means of a long rope, oiirfelves 
to perform this oflSlce, which in Africa is looked upon in 
the loweft light imaginable. To give this difagreeable aflair 
a better colour, we gave ourfelves credit wherever we went 
fbr imdertaking this piece of drudgery, as being the beft 
method to get rid of the greateft impediment in our jour- 
ney, and as freeing us from the neceffity of making low 
fubmiflions to oUr inferiors, and of being too troublefome 
to others for their affiftance. By this means, indeed, we 
made the good people cry us up for what bare neceflity 
forced us to ; but, for all that, we were neither better nor 
worfe than ox-leaders» 

On the 26th of Auguft we left the bath, and arrived in 
good time at Steenbok-rivier^ where my patient lived who 
had paid me for my vifits with milk and meat, during my 
refidence at the bath. He had for many years paft ufed 
the bath without benefit for a violent fwelling and eryfipelas 
in one of his legs, but was now already relieved by the ufe 
of ifflies, the leaves of eider, 8cc. on Which account he 
fold me the ipirits I wanted to preferve my animals in, at 
a very reafbn^ble rate, and at the fame time perfuaded me 
to ftay there that night; but to the great terror and dif- 
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quietude of my fellow-traveller, he lodged us in the fame Z^^^- 
room in which his fon had lately lain ill of a putrid fever. L^^ 
He afterwards gave us a few provifions for our journey, 
and would oblige us, almoft againft our wills, to borrow a 
porridge-pot of him, which I then conlidered as' a trouble- 
fome fuperfluity, but afterwards found that by preffing it 
upon us he had done us a peculiarly kind office. 

On the a 7 th we fet out again on our journey, and as 
the road was good and even all the way, and my Hotten- 
tot affured me that he could do very well without any 
teader, we let him go forward while we rode up to the 
farm near the road, where we were treated by the owner 
of it with a rare and delicate dilh, conlifting of fome birds 
of the fparrow or finch-kind {loxia capenfis) broiled } a bird 
that does much mifchief in the corn-fieMs, but with its 
black and yellow plumage makes a beautiful appearance. 
I have obferved, that this little aninial, at the approach of 
fummer, always changed its yellow for a blood-red hue. 

Our driver, indeed, had not much the ftart of us ; but 
though we pulhed very faft after him, we were not able 
to overtake him before the evening came on ; we began to 
fear we had gone out of our road, when at length we met 
with a drunken European, who was not a(hamed to oflfer 
himfelf to be my fervant, after having acknowledged that, 
in company with my Hottentot, he had been getting drunk 
with the contents of my brandy-caik. At length we over- 
took our Hottentot, who, not fo drunk as his companion, 
denied the fa<St, though the ^ail of the lode belonging* to 
the calk above-mentioned, was adually broke off* Having 
taken off the oxen, and unfaddled our horfes at the farm 
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»775- called Gantze CraaL I foiind that he had likewife filled 
VxynJ feveral bottles, in order to treat himfelf and a couple of 
rafcals of his own kidney, a baftard and a ilave, who had 
come thither with a waggon. 

As the mifchievous difpofition of the favages is carried 
even to madnefs, and becomes extremely dangerous when 
they are overloaded with liquor, I took the brandy from 
^em ; but they had already drank themfelves to fuch a 
pitch of frenzy and boldnefs, as to give me to underftand, 
that, in cafe they parted with their beloved brandy, they 
thought of nothing but revenge and murder. As, we had 
feen a Chriftian equally guilty with them, we thought we 
might and ought to bear with them till the next morning, 
with aU the coolnefs and prudence, which the profecution 
of our journey and the prefent pofture of our af^irs re- 
quired. 

In the mean time I was obliged to fleep all night long in 
my waggon to take care of my brandy, by which means I 
got frefli cold ; for this fame farm of Gantze Craaly lay on 
the other fide of the river Zonder End. The next morning 
we forced our valiant pot-companions, who were now fbber, 
to aflt pardon ; and at noon, having found a ferpent, we 
put it alive into the cafk, in the prefence of every one. 
My comrade now told them, they might drink as much as 
they pleafed without lett or hinderance, and added, with a 
carelefs air, that in that cafe he fliould hope foon to have the 
pleafure of feeing them burft with poifon, with other things 
to that purpoie. Thefe conditions they did not venture 
to accept ; but gave us plainly to perceive, that they en- 
vied the venomous creature the pleafure of being drowned 
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in lb delicious an element. I now, however, fecured my 
Jock in the beft manner I was able, that I might not lofe 
any more of my fpirits, in which I intended to preferve 
animals of all forts. Since this, I have heard it reported 
of the Hottentots who live high up in the country, that they 
are not apprehehfive of the lead ill effects enfuing from 
fwallo wing the poifon of ferpents, even in an undiluted fiatet 
but on the contrary, look upon it as a medicine, and a pre- 
fer vative againft the dangerous confequences enfuing from 
the bite of thefe animals. How the uncultivated Hot- 
tentots Ihauld arrive to tke knowledge, that the poifon of 
ferpents may be fwallowed without danger, it is not eafy to 
conje(5hire, at leaft not with a fufficient degree of probabi- 
lity; but it appears to me moft likely, that the Europeans 
and Aiiatics were firft apprized of this fadl, by fuch as h^d 
in vain attempted to take away their own or others lives by 
means of the poifon of ferpents*. So that I had ftill 
reafbn to fear, that the Hottentots would not be able td 
abftain from this delicious liquor, though they knew that 
there was a venomous animal preferved in it. I had 16ng 
before this experienced fomething of the kind at Bott-rivier^ 
where a flave had intoxicated himfelf by drinking fome 
fpirits out of a little veflel in which I kept a toad and the 

♦ Noxia ferpentum eft admifio fangutnt pcftis ; 
Morfu virus habent, & fatum dente minaiitur : 
Pocula morte carent. Lucan. L. IX. v. 614 — 616. 

So long ago at leaft, as the times in which this poet wrote, has it been obfervcd, that 
the poifon of ferpents has no effed, except it be mixed with the blood ; and indeed, we 
have in the Pfylli irrefragable proofs, that this property of ferpents has been Jcnown 
in Africa from time immemorial. They fucked the poifon out of the wounds of 
perfons bitten by thefe animals, and handled and care(I*ed them, as the modern Egyptians 
do at this prefent time, without being hurt by them in the leaft : 

■ Superincumbens pallentia vulnera lambit. 

Ore venena uadicns. Ibid. 933. . 
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1775- foetus of a hyftrix. Neither could I preferve my l>nindy 
\^^^ from the depredations of my troublefome vifitors, till having 
put feveral animals into it, and thefe being fhaken to pieces 
by the jolting of the waggon, the moft inebriating vapours 
of the brandy, by the affiftance of thefim fhining upon them, 
were changed into effiuvia that were highly difgufting, in 
ccaifeT^uence of the animal particles they contained. 

Our patience feemed deftined to be tried itill farther, in 
the beginning of our journey, by feveral trifling misfor- 
tunes ; I being obliged to day here two days to feek every 
where, though in vain, after one of the beft cattle in my 
team. It was a bull, though thefe Creatures are da Africa 
very feldom broke in for drawing. It is true, they are 
very hardy, and not fo apt to be feared by wild lieafls, but 
then they are likewife more tuiruly. Notwithftanding this, 
they had fold me two oxen fo reliive, that my Hottentots, 
any more than myfelf, could not take them out or put 
them into the waggon without the greateft fear and caution. 
They were all too old and lean for a journey of the extent 
of that which we had undertaken, and every one of them 
had fome peculiar fault befides : in fine, I had got the refufe 
of the peafant's worft oxen. Befides, I ^as fo far cheated 
in the bull, that having excited the jealoufy of fome other 
bulls, he was butted out of the field by them ; and as he 
had been hunted away over a river, was fuppofed to have 
taken his flight home ; fo that we could not help fufpe^- 
ing, that the farmer had this in view when he fold him to me. 
So liable are we to think ill of thofe who have already deceived 
us. As I had no opportunity of purchafing a tolerable beaft 
in the room of that which I had loft, I was obhged to drive 
from this place with only eight oxen ; a circumftance that fell 
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heavy teough upon thena j befidesth^s> the oddoneran loo&i '77?. 
by the fide of the othersv and gave us a great deal of trouble. \^!!?^ 

On the 36th we arrived at Tyger^eky where wie pait upu 
This is a farm whidi govemmeot holds in its awn hands . O* 
account of its great diftance from the Cape, no advantage 
can accrue to the company from the vending of corn ; but 
their moft confiderable income is tinlber, which is fetched 
from a wood on the other fide oirivier Zomier-end, whete the 
<2)mpany keeps a party of wood-cutters, which is under th^ 
infpe(Stion of a corporal, who is at the fame time bailifFof this 
farm, and has better pay than any corporal in the garrifon. 
He is Kkewife to fuperintend the grais^and and dairy for 
the advantage of government, and to give an account of 
the profits. 

The river Zonder^end was now fwelled up to its banksr 
and difficult to pafs, for which reafbn I omitted paying a 
•vifit to the wood that lies here ; chiefly as the feafon was 
not yet come, for the trees to be in bloom, and as befides 
I had refolved upon going to much larger forefts, viz. 
Groot Voders Bofcby and Houtniquas, On the banks of the 
river a craaly or community of Hottentots, to the amount 
of about thirty perfons, is faid to refide, together with 
their herds. The chriftians would, it is fuppofed, have 
elbowed thefe likewife out of this fituation, had not 
government found an intereft in permitting them to be 
near its territories here. 

The men belonging to the craaly for inftance, were at 
this time ordered to the Cape with feveral of the com- 
pany's waggons; for which fervice, however, they re- 
ceived payment : fo that I could not hope to have any of 
them for my owa ufc. A Hottentot or two woriced at the 
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«77j- £ginni and their yeariy wages, befides their vi£hials and 

<^yV tobacco, were faid \o confiil of a ewe or two with lambjt 

or a lieifer with calf, or elfe the value of ^hem in money. 

They are accuftomed, however, chiefty to take cattle for their 

wages ; but when tfiey have got a little forward in the 

world, they go to houfe-keeping, and are too much at their 

eafe to undertake any kind of fervice whatfoever. 

^ / ^'^ iJ//C This, perhaps, is the belt opportunity I can take to give 

0/ ij // ' ^ fomewhat more accurate defcription of this race of men ; 

namely, the original inhabitants of the fouthemmoft part 
of Africa, who are known by the name of Hottentots. 

With regard to their perfons, they are as tall as moft 
Europeans ; and as for their being in general more llender, 
this proceeds from their being more ftinted and curtailed 
in their food, and likewife from their not ufing themfelves 
to hard labour. But that they have fmall hands and feet 
compared with the other parts of their bodies, has been 
remarked by no one before, and may, perhaps, be looked 
upon as a characSleriftic mark of this nation. 

The root of the nofe is for the moft part very low, by 
which means the diftance of the eyes from each other 
appears to be greater than in Europeans. The tip of the 
nofe likewife is pretty flat. The iris is fcarcely ever of a 
light colour, but has a dark brown caft, which fometimes 
approaches to black. 

Their Ikin is of a yellowifli brown hue, which fome-^ 
thing refembles that of an European who has the jaundice 
in a high degree ; however, this colour is not in the leaft 
obfervable in the whites of the eyes. One does not find 
fuch thick lips among the Hottentots as among their neigh- 
bours the Negroes^ the Caffres^ and the Mozambiques. In 
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fine, their mouths are of a middling fize, and almoft ^m 
always fumifhed with a fet of the fineft teeth that can be 
feen ; and, taketi together with the reft of their features, 
as well as their Ihape, carriage, and every motion, in 
fhort, their fouf enfemble^ indicates health and content, 
or at leaft an air of fans Jouci. At the fame time, this 
carelefs mien difcovers marks both of alacrity and refolu* 
tion ; qualities which the Hottentots, in faft, can exhibit 
upon occafion. 

Their heads one would fuppofe to be covered with a 
black, though not very clofe, frizzled kind of wool, if the 
natural harlhnefs of it did not fliowj that it was hair, if 
poflible, more woolly than that of the negroes. If in other 
refpedts there Ihould, by great chance, be obferved any 
traces of a beard, or of hair in any other parts of the body, 
fuch as are feen on the Europeans, it is, however, very 
trifling, and generally of the fame kind as that on the head. 

Notwithftanding the refpecSt I bear to the more delicate 
part of my readers, the fingiilarity of the fa6t prevents me 
from palling over in this place thofe parts of the body, 
which our more fcrupulous, but lefs natural manners will not 
allow me to defcribe in any other way than by a periphrafe, 
or by the means of Latin terms, or other uncouth, and to 
moft readers, unintelligible denominations and expedients.. 
But thofe who affedl this kind of referve muft pardon me, 
if I cannot wrap up matters with the nicety their modefty 
requires; as I think it my duty to fliow how much the 
world has been mifled, and the Hottentot nation been mifre- 
prefented ; inafmuch as the Hottentot women have been de- 
fcribed, and believed to be, with refpedt to their fexual par^s, 
monfters by nature ; and it has been fuppofed that the men 
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i77T^ arc made ftich by a barbarous cuftoiAr It has. been t^ugbt/ 
JIvO for example, that thefe latter were, at the age of ten years, 
by a kind of caftration, deprived of one of thoTe organs^ 
which nature gives to every male, as being abfolutely ne^ 
ceflary for the propagation of his fpecies ; and that the 
former, /. e, the women, have before their privy parts a 
natural veil or covering, a circumftance \uiheard of in the 
females of any other part of the gtobe. 
' Deferring to a farther opportunity the arguments which 
are deducible from the abfurdity of the thing itfelf, said the 
little dependance to be had on the teftimony of the relater, I 
ihall only in this place prefent the reader with what I am in a 
condition to relate with abfolute certainty, being therefultof 
the enquiries, which out of a due regard to truth, and in re- 
fpeft to the importance of the fub^e^l, I thought myfelf 
obliged to make. 

The men are at jwefent by no means monorchides,though; 
perhaps, the time has been when they were fo; fbme other 
time, however, I ihall make a ftri^er enquiry into the 
matter, and thus give my readers an opportunity of judg- 
ing for themfelves. 

The Women have no parts uncommon to the reft of 
their fex ; but the clitoris and nympba, particularly of thofe 
who are paft their youth, are in general pretty much elon- 
gated ; a peculiarity which undoubtedly has got footing in 
this nation, in confequence of the relaxation neceffarily 
produced by the method they have of befmearirig their 
bodies, their flothfulnefs, and the warmth of the climate. 

In order to finifh the pi<Sture I have here given of the 
Hottentots, the next thin^ I have to defcribe is their drefs, 
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?nd method of painting themfelves* This latter (if paint- ^775^ 
^ng it may be cajled) cpnfifts in befmearing their bodies all ^•vO 
over moil copioufly with fat, in which there is mixed up 
a little foot. This is never wiped oflf ; on the contrary, I 
never faw them ufe any thing to clean their fkins, except- 
ing that when, in greafing the wheels of their waggons, 
their hands were befraeared with tar and pitch, they nfed 
to get it off very eafily with cow-dung, at the fame time 
rubbing their arms into the bargain up to the fhoulders 
with this cofmetic : fo that as the duft and other filth, to- 
gether with their footy ointment and the fweat of their 
bodies, muft neceffarily, notwithftanding it is continually 
wearing off, in fome meafure adhere to the Ikin, it contrir 
butes not a little to conceal the natural hue of the latter, 
and at the fame time to change it from a bright umber- 
brown to a hrownifli-yellaw colour obfcured with filth and 
naflinefs. 

What has enabled me to determine the natural com- 
plexion of the Hottentots to be of an umber-yellow colour, 
was merely the fcrupulous nicety of fome few farmers 
wives, who made one or two of their Hottentot girls 
fcower their fkins, that they might not be too filthy to 
look after their children, or to do any other bufinefs thait 
required cleanlinefs. 

It is afferted by many of the colonifts, that by this 
icowering and wafhing the Hottentots looks are not at all 
improved. They feem to think, that their natural umber- 
bfown hue was to the full as difagreeable as that which 
;S produced by their befmearing themfelves ; and that a 
befmeared Hottentot looks kfs naked, as it were, and more 
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1775- complete, than one in his natural ftate;.and that the fkin 

vJvO of a Hottentot ungreafed feems to exhibit fome defedl in 

drefs, like fhoes that want blacking, &c^ Whether this 

fancy is moft founded in cuftom or in the nature of things, 

I fhall leave to others to determine. 

Befides the pleafure the Hottentots enjoy in befmeariiig 
their bodies from head to foot, they likewife perfimie 
themfelves with a powder of herbs, with which they 
powder both their heads and bodies, rubbing it in all over 
them when they befmear themfelves. The odour of it is 
at the fame time rank and aromatic [narcotico-Jeu papave^ 
rino-Jpirans) and feems to come neareft to that of the 
poppy mixed with fpices. The plants ufed for this purpofe 
are different fpecies of the diofmay called by the Hottentots 
huckuy and confidered by them as pofleffing great virtues 
in curing diforders. Some of thefe fpecies are very com- 
mon round about the Cape ; but one particular fort, which 
I am told grows about Goud^s-riviery is faid to be fo valu- 
able, that no more than a thimble full of it is given in 
exchange for » lamb. 

The Hottentots, with their fkins befmeared with greafe 
and foot, and ^//r>t//-powder, are by this means in a great 
meafure defended from the influence of the air, and may 
in a manner reckon themfelves full dreffed. In other re- 
fpedts, both men ami women are wont to appear quite 
undreffed ; indeed, I may fay naked, except a trifling co- 
vering, with which they always conceal certain parts of 
their bodies. 

With the men this covering confifts of a bag or purfe 
made of Ikin, hanging quite open, the hollow part of 
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which feems defigned to receive that which with us mo- '775^ 
defty requires to be concealed; but as this piece of fur- K^y^j 
niture is only faftened by a fmall part of its upper end 
to a narrow belt (Vid. Plate I. fig. 6.) in other refpedls 
hanging quite loofe, it is but a very iniperfedt conceal- 
ment ; and when the wearer is walking, or otherwife in 
motion, it is none at all. They call this purfe by the 
Dutch name of jackall^ the name of an animal of the fox 
kind common in that country, as it is almoft always pre- 
pared of the Ikin of this creature, with the hairy lide 
turned outwards. 

As another covering, which decency requires of the 
men, we ought perhaps to confider the two leather ilraps, 
which generally hang from the bottom of the chine of 
the back dcJwn upon the thighs ; each of them being of 
the form of an ifofceles triangle, with their points or upper 
ends faftened to the belt juft mentioned, and with their 
bafes, at fartheft three fingers broad, hanging carelefsly 
down. Thefe ftraps have very little dreffing beftowed 
upon them, fo that they make fomewhat of a rattling as 
the Hottentot runs along ; and probably by fanning him, 
ferve to produce an agreeable coolnefs. The only and real 
intention, however, of this part of their drefs, is faid to 
be to clofe a certain orifice when they fit down. They 
are at that time likewife brought forwards, fo as to cover 
the tore-parts, and terminate, each on its particular fide, at 
the little flap above defcribed ; for, faid they to me, thefe 
parts fhould by no means be uncovered when one fits, 
efpecially at meals. Neverthelefs, I obferved thern fome- 
times negled this decent cuftom. 

Vol. I. B b Among 
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^77S^ Ambng the Hottentots, as well as in ali probability 
KJry<J kmbng the reft of mankind difperfed over the whole globe, 
we mnft acknowledge the fair fex to be the moft modeft J 
for the females of this nation, cover themfelves much more 
Tcrupuloufly than the men. They feldom conteijt them- 
felves with one covering, but almoft always have two, and 
very often three. Thefe are made of a prepared and 
well-greafed Ikin, and are fattened about their bodies with 
a thong, almoft like the aprons of our ladies. The outer- 
moft is always the largeft, meafuring from about fix inches 
to a foot over. This is likewife generally the fineft and 
moft Ihowy, and frequently adorned with glafs beads 
ilrung in different figures, in a manner that (hows, even 
among the unpolifhed Hottentots, the fuperior neatnefs of 
the fair fex in works of ornament, as well as their powers 
of invention and their difpofition to fet off' their perfons to 
the beft advantage. 

The outermoft apron, which is chiefly intended for fhow 
and parade, reaches about half way down the thighs. The 
'middle one is about a third, or one half lefs, and is faid by 
them to be neceflary by way of referve, and as an addi- 
tional entrenchment of modefty, when their gala-garment 
IS laid afide. The third, or innermoft, which is fcarcely 
larger than one*s hand, is faid to be ufeful at certain pe- 
riods, which are much lefs troublefome to the fair fex here 
than in Europe. All thefe aprons, however, even to that 
which is decorated with beads, are not lefs befmeared and 
greafy than their bodies. 

So that it was probably fome of thefe aprons, particu- 
larly the innermoft, which mifled the reverend jefuit 
5 Tachard, 
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Tachard, who, on his return to E;urope, firft propagateii ^775- 
thofe ftories concerning the natural veils or e^^cj-efcenp^s ^>vO 
of the Hottentot women. Thefe fen^alps, moreover, are 
careful (coniidering it as a matter of decency) to pull thejr 
aprons tight about them, fo as to reach \?nder their feat 
when they lit down. 

In fine, the garment worn by the Hottentots for cover- 
ing their bodies is a (heep-fldn, with the wopUy iicle 
turned inwards ; this pellifle, or elfe a cloaje njade of fome 
finaller fur, is tied forwards over thp bread. When tJxe 
weather is not cold, they let it hang lopfe over thejr 
flioulders in ^ carelefs manner, when it reaches dpym to 
the calves of the legs, leaving the lower part of the 
breaft, ftomach, and fore part of the legs and thighs bare; 
but in rainy and cold weather they wr?tp it roua4 thein ; 
fo that the fore part of the body likewife, is in fome mear 
fure covered with it as far as below the kaees. 

As one fheep-fkin alone is not fufficient fqr thi5 pur- 
pofe, there is a piece fewed, or rather faftened on witii a 
thong, linew or catgut, to the top on each iide. Jl%l 
warmer weather they wear this cloak fometimes with the 
hairy fide outwards, but in that cafe they oftener t^ke it 
oflf entirely and carry it on their arms. In general, the 
Hottentots do not burden themfelves with a great many 
changes of thefe cloaks or krojfes^ (as they call them in 
broken Dutch) but are content with one, which ferves 
them at the fame time for clothing and bedding ; and in 
this they lie on the bare ground, drawing themfelves up 
in a heap fo clofe, efpeci^Uy when the weather is cold, 
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Ao/uii. ^^^^ *^^ ^^^'^^. ^^ *^^y *^^ ^^) °^ karoJsri& quite fufficient 
wivnJ to cover them. 

The cloak, or karofs, which is ufed by the women 
for the fame purpofe, does not differ from thofe ufed by 
the men in any other refpe<a, than that the women 
have a long peak to their karojjes^ which they turn up, 
forming with it a hood or little pouch, with the hairy 
fide inwards. In this they carry their little children, to 
which they now and then throw the breaft over their 
flioulders, a practice that likewife' prevails with fome 
other nations. . 

The men in general wear no peculiar covering on their 
heads. I fcarce remember to have feen above two, that 
had a cap made of a greafed fkin, the fur of which had 
been taken off" in the preparation. Thofe who live neareft 
to the colonifts, fancy the European hats, wearing them 
flouched aU round, or elfe with one fide turned up. 

The women in like manner frequently go bare-headed. 
When they cover their heads, it is with a cap in the form* 
of a ftiort truncated cone. It is made without any feam, of 
the fedgment of fome animal's ftomach, and is as black as 
foot mixed up with fat can make it. Thefe are frequently 
fo prepared, as to look as if they were fhaggy, and others 
again to refemble velvet, and upon the whole make a to- 
lerably handfome appearance. (Vid. Frontifpiece.) 

Over this cap they fometimes wear another ornament, 
confifting of an oval wreath, or, if the reader pleafes, a 
crown made of a buffalo's hide, with the brown hair out- 
wards. (Vid. Plate I. fig. 5.) This is about four fingers 
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in height, and furrounds the head fo as to reach a little ^'Jts^ 
way down upon the forehead, and the fame depth into the V.ywi> 
neck behind, without covering the upper part of the cap 
above defcribed. Both the rims of this wreath, as well 
the lower one on which it refts, as the upper one, are al- 
ways fmooth and even, and each of them fet with a row 
of fmall ftiells, of the cyprea kind, to the number of more 
than thirty, in fuch a manner, that being placed quite 
clofe to each other, their beautiful white enamel, together 
with their mouths, is turned outwards. Between thefe 
two rows of fhells run one or ^ two more in a parallel line, 
or elfe waved or indented in various fancies. It may eafily 
be imagined^ what a pretty effe6l thefe IheUs have, pro^ 
jedting from the brown fur of the bufialo's fkin, and at 
the fame time, with what additional charms a greafy Hot* 
tentot dame appears in one of thefe caps and wreaths, 
which, however, is to the full as greafy as herfelf. 

The ears of the Hottentots are never adorned with any 
pendant or other ornament hanging from them, any more 
than the nofe, as they both are among other favages ; this 
latter, however, is fometimes, by way of greater ftate, mark- 
ed with a black ftreak of foot, or, more rarely indeed, with 
a large fpot of red-lead ; of which latter, on high days and 
holidays, they likewiCe put a little on their cheeks. 

The necks of the men are bare, but thofe of the women 
are decorated with what is, in their opinion, a great ornaf* 
ment. It confifts of a thong of undreffed leather,, upon 
which . are ftrung eight or ten fhells. Thefe, which are 
about the fize of beans, have a white ground, with large 
black fpots of different fizes ; but as they ax^ always made 
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"77S- nfe of ill a burnUhed ftate, I fcaniiot fay with any degree 
Cvv^ of certainty, whether they ate of that fort which is re* 
ceivedin the Sx/iem of Nature xinder the denomination of 
Nerita albicilla^ or Exuvia. . Appearing coUe^vely in the 
form of a necklace, they certainly adorn the greafy part 
they are hung upon, though perhaps not in proportion to 
the price at which they are obtained; for thefe fhells are 
commonly fold for not lefs than a (heep a piece, as it is faid 
they are to be had no where elfe than on the moft diftailt 
coaft of Caflfria. (Vid. Plate I. fig. 2.) 

The lower part of the body is the principal place cm 
which both fexes, by more ftiowy ornaments, feemingly 
Wifh to fix each other's attention. For though they very 
tnuch fancy, and confeqXiently purchafe the glafe beads of 
Europe, efpeciaUy the blue and white ones of the fize of a 
pea, yet the women rarely, and the men never, wear them 
aboiit their necks ; though both fexes tie one or more rows 
of thefe beads round their middle, next the girdle to 
which the coverings or aprons above-mentioned are fatt- 
ened. 

To conclude, another ornament in ufe with both fexes» 
is rings on their arms and legs. Moft of thefe rings are 
made of thick leather ftraps, generally cut in a circular 
fhape, which by being beat and held over the fire, aie 
rendered tough enough to retain the curvature that is given 
them. It is thefe rings that have given rife to the almoft 
imiverfally received notion, that the Hottentots wrap guts 
about their legs, in order to eat them, occafionally. The 
men wear from one to five or fix of thefe rings on their 
arms, juft above the wrift> but feldom any on their legs. 
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Tbs matrons is)f a higher rarik frequently have a ccMofider- >77S- 
aMe number ^f them both on their arms and legs, efpe- V^vO 
dally on the latter, fo that they are cx)vered with them 
from the feet up to their knees* (Vid. Frontifpiece.) Thefe 
xings are of various thicknefles, viz. fometimes of that of 
a goofe-quill, and fometimes two or three times that lize. 
Now and then they are made of pieces of leather, forming 
one i^ntire ring, fo that the arms and feet muft be put 
throu^ them when the wearer wifhes to put them on. 
Upon the legs they are ftrung on, fmall and great, one 
with anotlier^ without any peculiar nicety ; and are fo much 
larger than the legs, as to fhake off and get twifted, when 
the wearer walks or is otherwife in motion. 

It may eafily be imagined, that thefe rings give the good 
Hottentot matrons a world of trouble, as well in the wear 
as in the preparation ; and at the fame time are not a little 
dumfy and ponderous, not to mention feveral other incon- 
veniencies. But fuch is the peculiar turn of mankind, that 
from the Hottentot, as unconftrained as rude in his manners^ 
to thofe nations which carry the arts and fciences to the 
higheft degree of perfedlion, people are univerfally apt to 
fall into fuch modes of drefs, as are not only ufelefs, but 
likewife in a great meafure imprifontheir limbs and bodies. 

Rings of iron or copper, but efpecially of brafs, of the 
lize of a goofe-quiU, are conlidered as genteeler and more 
valuable than thofe made of leather. They are, however, 
fometimes worn along with thefe latter, to the number of 
fix or eight at a time, particularly on the arms. The girls 
are not allowed to ufe any rings, till they are marriageable. 
A traveller, that was palling through the diftridt of Zwel-- 
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aS. ^^^^*^y endeavoured to affail the chaftity of a Hottentot 
^•y^, girl, about fixteen or feventeen years of age, but in every 
other relpeiSt xjuite a woman: it is faid, however, that (he 
refufi?d his prefents and oflFers, principally for this reafon, 
that the old people in her craal had not yet in veiled her 
with the privilege of wearing rings. Whether this fame law 
prevails in every craal^ I cannot pretend to fay ; but it 
does not feem extremely probable to me, that the girls in 
every craal are fo obedient to the laws. 

The Hottentots feldom wear any ftioes. Thofe that are 
in ufe with the Hottentots hereabouts, as well as a great 
many more of their countrymen, are of the form repre- 
fented in Plate I. fig. 4. The fame are worn likewife by 
moft of the .4^/ic^?« peafants, and, as I have fince heard, by 
the EJibonians and LivonianSj and alfo by fome Finlanders; 
fo that! icannot fay for certain, whether they are the inven- 
tion of the Hottentots, or brought to them by the Dutch. The 
leather of which thefe ihoes are made is undrefled, with 
the hairy fide outwards ; and undergoes no other prepara- 
tion, than that of being beat and moiftened. If it be of a 
thick or ftout fort, as for example, of buffaloe's hide, it is 
hefides kept fome hours in cow-dung, by which means it 
is rendered very foft and pliable. Afterwards fome kind 
of greafe is made ufe of for the fame purpofe. The flioes 
are then made of this leather in the following manner : 
they take a piece of leather of a redtangular form, fome- 
thing longer and broader than the foot of the perfon for 
whom the flioes are intended. The two foremoft corners 
are doubled up together, and fewed down, fo as to cover 
Jthe forepart of the ibot. This feam may be avoided, and 
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the flioes may be made much neater at the toes, by fitting '775- 
immediately over them a cap taken from the membrane in "^"^ ' 
the knee joint of the huid leg of fome animal. Now, in 
order to make this piece of Ikin or leather rife up to the 
height of an inch on both fides of the foot, and clofe it in 
neatly, it is pierced with holes at fmall diftances all round 
the edge, as far as the hind quarters, and through thefe 
holes is pafled a thong, by which the rim is drawn up into 
gathers ; farther, in order to make ftrong hind-quarters, 
the back part of tlie piece of leather is doubled inwards, 
and then raifed up and prefled along the heel. The ends 
of the thong, or gathering-firing, are then threaded on both 
fides through the upper edge of the hind-quarters to the 
height of about two inches; they are then carried forwards, 
in order to be drawn through two of the above-mentioned 
holes on the infide of each rim. They are then tied over 
the inftep, or, if it be thought neceflary to tie the flioe 
ftill fafter, they are carried croflways over the inftep, and fo 
downwards under the thong, which comes out from the 
hind-quarters, then upwards again over the ankle, and even 
round the leg itfelf, if the wearer chufes. 

Shoes of this kind are certainly not without their ad- 
vantages. They fit as neat upon the foot as a ftocking, 
and at the fame preferve their form. They are eafily 
Icept foft and pliable, by conftantly wearing them. Should 
they at any time grow rather hard above the edge, this 
is eafily remedied by beating them and greafing them a little. 
They are extremely light and cool, by reafon that they do 
not cover fo much of the foot as a common flioe does. 
They wear very well, as they are without any feam, and 

Vol. I. C c the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Augud 



jg^ A VOYAGE f Of TKt 

1775; the foks, or rather bottoms of the fhoes, are both tough ancT 
yielding. As Ihoes of the common tanned leather are burnt 
up, as it were, and are apt to flip and Aide about in the 
fcorching African fands, and at the fame time are eafily torn 
in a ftony and rocky foil, thefe field ihoes, as they are called, 
made of almoft ra,w leather, are much more dilrable. Thefe 
may be likewife had at a much inferior price, as the lea- 
ther ufed in the making of them is^ alhioft entirely un- 
drelTed ; and a man can make himfelf a pair of them in; 
the fpace of an hour or twa. Some advantage, efpecially 
with regard to oeconomy, would, in my opinion, accrue, if 
the ufe of thefe fhoes w^as, in fome meafure, introduced 
amongft us, particularly in fummer-time. To failors they 
would feem, as being very light, to be particularly ufeful. 
I have brought home with me a pair of them, tliat I wore 
in my expedition into the country, that they may ferve for 
a model,- in cale any body fhould be inclined to have a pair 
made by way of making a trial of them. Whatever is ufe* 
ful, whether it ccnnes from' Paris or the country of the i/i?/- 
tentotSy alike deferves our attention and imitation. 

The Hottentots who live in thefe parts, or within the " 
boundaries of the Dutch colonies, feldom make ufe of any 
weapons. Here and there, indeed, a man will furnifli him- 
felf with a javdin, by way^ of defence againft the wolves : 
this is called a haffagaiy and' is delineated in Plate II. fig. i 
and 2, and will be defcribed farther on, when we come to 
fpeak of the more diftant Hottentot nations. 

Their habitations are as fimple as their drefs, and equally 
adapted to the wandering paftoral life they lead in thofe 
I>art8. In fad^, they fcarcely merit any other name than 
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that o( huts ; though, perhaps, as fpacious and eligible as the '77s.' 
tents and dwelling-places were of the patriarchs of old, at v,y^?>J 
leaft they are fuffi^ient for the Hot^;entot's wants and defires j 
who may therefore l?e confidered as a happy man, in being 
able in this point likewife fo eafily to fatisfy them. The 
great llmplicity of them is, perhaps, the reafon, why in a 
Hottentot's craal, or village, the huts are all built exadlly 
alike ; and )that one meets there with a fpecies of architec- 
ture, that does not a little contribute to keep envy from 
inliniiating itfelf under their roofs. In fad:, the equality 
of fortune and happinefs in fbrae meafure enjoyed by thefc 
people, cannot but have a lingular efFe<5t in preventing their 
breafts from being difturbed by this l)aneful paflion. 

Every hut is difpofed in the following manner. Some 
of them' are of a circular, and others of an oblong (hape, , 
refembling a round bee-hive or a vault. The ground-plot 
Is from eighteen to twenty- four feet in diameter. The 
higheft of them are fo low, that, even in the center of the 
arch, it is fcarcely evpr poffible for a middle-fized man to 
ftand upright. But neither the lownefs of the hut, nor 
that of the door, which is barely three feet high, can per- 
Jbaps be confidered as any inconvenience to a Hottentot, 
who finds no difficulty in fiooping and crawling on all 
fours, and who is at any time more inclined to lie down 
than ftand. 

T'he fire-place is in the middle of each hut, by which 
means the walls are not fa much expofed to danger from fire. 
From this fituation of their fire-place, the Hottentots like- 
wife have this additional advantage, that when they fit 
or lie in a circle round the fire, the wJiole company equally 
enjoys the benefit of its warmth. 
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•77$- The door, low as it is, is the only place that iets in flie 
\Jivw/ day-light; and at the fame time, the only outlet that is left 
for the fmoke. The Hottentot, inured to it from his in- 
fancy, fees it hover round him, without feeling the fcaflf 
inconvenience arifing from it to his eyes; whfle, rolled tip 
Kke a hedgehog, and wrapped up fnug in his flieep-fkin, 
he lies at thie bottom of his hut, quite at his eale in the midft 
of the cloud, excepting that he is now and then 'bbliged to' 
peep out from beneath his flieep-fkin in order to ftir' the^ 
fire, or perhaps to light his pipe, or elle fometitnes'to^tum- 
the fteak he is broiling over the coalfe. 

The materials for thefe huts are by no means diffioilE' 
to be procured; and the manner of putting them toge- 
ther being both neat and inartificial, merits commendationi 
m a Hottentot, and is very fuitafole to his chat^dler. liW" 
frame of this arched roof, as 1 have defcribed it above,; 
is compofed of flender rods or fprays of trees. Thefe rods, 
being previoufly bent into a proper form, are laid, either 
whole or pieced, fome parallel with each other, others^ 
croflwife ; they are then flrengthened, by binding others 
round them in a circular form with withies. Thefe 
withies, as well as the rods themfelves, are taken, as welf 
as I can recolle(5t, chiefly from the cliffortia conoidesy which' 
grows plentifully in this country near the rivers. Large- 
mats are then laid very neatly over this lattice-work, ib 
as perfedlly to cover the whole. The aperture which is 
left for the door is clofed, whenever there is occafion for 
it, with a Ikin fitted to it, or a piece of matting. Thefe 
mats are madis of a kind of cane or reed; The reeds, 
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Being laid parallel to each other, are faftened together with 177^. 
finews or catgut, or elfe fome kind of packthread, fuch as ^^^^ 
they have had an opportunity of procuring from the Eu- 
ropeans. They have it, therefore, in their power, to make 
their mats as long as they chufe, and at the fame time as 
broad as the length of the rulh will admit of, viz. from 
fix to ten feet. This fame kind of matting is now made 
life of * likewife by the colonifts, next to the tilts of their 
waggons, by way of preventing the fail-cloth from being 
rubbed and worn by them, as well as of affifting to keep* 
out the rain. 

When a Hottentot has a mind to take his houfe down 
and remove his dwellings he lays alF his mats, fkins, and 
fprays on the backs of his cattle, which to a ftranger 
makes a monftrous, . unwieldy, ^ and, indeed j, ridiculous ap- 
pearance: 

The order or diftribution of thiefe huts in a craal or clan,* 
is moft frequently in the form of a circle with the doors* 
iixwards ; by this means a kind of yard or court is fornled, ' 
where the cattle is kept on nights. . The milk, as (bon as 
taken from the cow, is put to other milk which is cui'dled,^ 
and is kept in a leather fack; of this the hairy fide, being 
conlidered as the cleanlier, is turned inwards : fo that the 
milk is never drank while it is fweet. In certain northern* 
diftridts, fuch as Roggeveldy or Bokkeveldy where the land is, 
as it is called, carrow^ or dry and parched, the Hottentots, 
as well as the colonifts, are Ihepherds. 
/ /^ There is another fpecies of Hottentots, who have got 

^^^ the name of Bofbies-men^ from dwelling in woody or 

mountainous places. Thefe, particularly fuch as live 
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I???- round about Camdebo and Sneeuwberg, are fvyorn enemies 
■ v^vO to the paftoral life. Some of their maxims are, to live on 
hunting and plunder, and never to keep any animal alive 
for the fpace of one night. By this means they render 
themfelves odious to the reft of mankind, and are purfued 
and exterminated like the wild beafts, whofe manners they 
have affumed. Others of them again are kept alive, and 
made ilaves of. Their weapons are poifoned arrows, 
which, fhot out of a fmall bow, will' fly to the diftanceof 
two hundred papes ; and will hit a mark with a tolerable 

- degree of certainty, at the diftance of fifty, or even a hun- 
cjred paces. From this diftance they can by ftealth, as it 
•\peife, ponyey death to the gaipe they hpnt for food, as 
well as to thieir fops, and €Vf n to fo la;-ge and tremendous 
a beaft as the lion : this noble animal thus falling by a 
weapon which, perhaps, it defpifed, or even did not tajce 
notice off. The Hottentot, in, the n^^an tim^ concealed 

.and,fafe in his ambu|l^, is- i^bfolptely certain of the opera- 
tion of his poifon, which he always fele(5ls of the moft 
^virulent kind ; and it is faid, he has only to wait a few 
minutes, in order to fee the wild bea^ languifh and die. 

I mentioned that their bows.wefe fipall; they ^e, in fadl,, 
hardly a yafd long, being at the faipe time fcsu-cely of the 
tliicknefs of an i|ich in the middle, and very much pointed 

- at both ends. What kind qf wood they are made of \ cannot 
fay, but it does not feem to be of a remarkably e]aftic nature. 
The ftrings of the bows that I faw were made fome of them 

' Df finews, others of a kind of hemp, or the iiiner bark of 
fome vegetable, and moft of them are m^de in a very flo- 
venly nianner; which ftiow^, that thefe aychers depend more 
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cKi the poifon of their weapons, tlian on any exaftnefs in ^775* 
the formation of them, or any other perfecSlion in them, v^^vo 
One of thefe bows is delineated in Plate II. fig. 3, 

Their arrows are a foot and a half long, and of the 
fame thicknefs, as they appear in the drawings in Plate JL 
fig. 6, ^. They are made of a reed one foot in length, 
which, at the bafe, or the end that receives the bow-ftring, 
has a notch of a proper fize to fit it. Jiift above this notch 
there is a joint in the reed, about which firings made of 
linews are wound, in order to flrengthen it. The other 
end of the reed is armed with a highly polifhed bone, five 
or fix inches long. At the diflance of an inch or two frpm 
the tip of thi^ bone, a piece of a quill is bound on very 
fafl with finews, in the fame manner as may be feen in 
Rg. 4 and 7. This is done, in order that the arrow fliall 
not be edfily drawn out of the flefh ; and thus there may 
be fo much the longer time for the poifon, which is fpread 
on of a thick confiflence like that of an extract, to be dif- 
folved, and infe<ft the wound. 

Iris not common, however, for anr arrow to be headed 
in the mariner above-mentioned, with a pointed bone only; 
this latter being ufually cut ofFfquare at the top> and a thin 
triangular piece of iron fixed into it, as may be feen in 
Plate II. fig. 4. where tTie upper part of the arrow is 
reprefented without any poifon on it ; for with this the 
binding is covered and befmeared, the fame being after- 
wards rubbed down level and fmooth all round the fhaft, 
that the arrow may pierce fo much the deeper into the 
flelh. As the bone before fpokenof has no cavity what- ^ 
evet, I do not profeft f o Know what animal it is takea 
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1775- from. In the ftate in which it is feen, as it makes part 
vilji* of the arrow, it is of a dark brown colour, full of fmall 
grooves and ribs, and does not appear ever to have been as 
white as ivory ; though, for one of the arrows which I 
brought with me, it would feem as if ivory had been 
really made ufe of. Hence we may conclude, that on fuch 
arrows as are headed with iron, the bone is employed 
chiefly for giving this weapon a kind of weight and poife ; 
and likewife, that thefe arrows coft the Hottentots a great 
deal or labour. 

Their quivers (vide Plate II. fig. 5.) are two f«etloqg 
and four inches in diameter. If one may form any cqn- 
clufion from thofe I have feen, and from two that I haye 
brought home with me, they are made of a branch. Qf , a 
tree hollowed out ; or, ftill more probably, of the barjc q£ 
one of thefe branches taken off vrfiole and entire, the boft- 
tom and cover to which are compofed of leather. On ^ 
outiide it is bedaubed with an undtuous matter, that^g^^^ 
hard when dry. Both the quivers I brought withi.ij^ 
are lined about the aperture with a ferpent's ikin.; and, as 
I was told, with the fldn of the yellow ferpent, which is 
confidered as the moft venomous of any in that country. 
Befides a dozen of arrows, every quiver contains a flender 
hone of fand-ftone for whetting the iron head upon, and a 
brufli for laying on the poifon, together with a few wooden 
fticks, differing in thicknefs, but all of the fame length 
with the arrows. For what ufe thefe are defigned, I am 
entirely ignorant. The poifon is taken from feveral dif- 
ferent kinds of ferpents, the more venomous the better* 
whether their arrows are to be employed againft their foes, 
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or are only defigned for Ihooting game ; for, as I have 
obferved before, (page 177, of this volume,) the Hottentots 
know very well, that taken internally it is quite harmlefs. 

The dwellings of thefe foes to a paftoral life are gene- 
rally not more agreeable, than their maxims and manners. 
Like the wild beafts, bufhes and clifts in rocks by turns 
ferve them inftead of houfes ; and fome of them are faid to 
be fo far worfe than beafts, that their foil has been found 
clofe to their habitations. A great many of them are en- 
tirely naked ; but fuch as have been able to procure the 
Ikin of any fort of animal, great or fmall, cover their bodies 
with it from the fhoulders downwards as far as it will reach, 
wearing it till it falls off their backs in rags. As ignorant 
of agriculture as apes and monkies, like them they are 
obliged to wander about over hills and dales after certain 
wild roots, berries and plants, (which they eat raw,) in order 
to fuftain a life that this miferable food would foon extia- 
guifh and deftroy, were they ufed to better fare. 

Their table, however, is fometimes compofed of feveral 
other difties, among which may be reckoned the larvae 
of infedts, or thofe kind of caterpillars from which but- 
terflies are generated ; and in like manner a fort of white 
ants, (the termes) gralhoppers, fnakes, and fome forts of 
fpiders. With all thefe changes of diet, the Bofbies-^man 
is neverthelefs frequently in want, and famiftied to fuch a 
degree, as to wafte almoft to a Ihadow. It was with no 
fmall aftonilhment, that I for the firft time faw in Lange 
Kloof a lad belonging to this race of men, with his face, 
arms, legs and body fo monftroufly fmall and withered, that 
I could not have been induced to fuppofe but that he had 

Vol. I. Dd been 



Augufl. 




Digitized by 



Google 






aoa ' A VOYAGE to the 

1775- been brought to that ftate by the fever that was epidemic 
J!^r*J ill thofc parts, had I not feen him at the fame time run 
like a lapwing. It required but a few weeks to bring one 
of thefe ftarvelings to a thriving ftate, and even to make 
him fat ; their ftomachs being ftrong enough to digeft the 
great quantity of food with which they are<:rammed, as they 
may rather be faid to bolt than eat ; it fometimes happens, 
indeed, that they cannot long retain what they have taken 
in ; but this circumftance, it is faid, does not hinder them 
■'' from beginning again upon a frefh fcore. 

^ j7 The capture of flaves from among this race of men is by 

S^//**^ *^t'*^~^*^ no means a difficult matter, and is eifedted in the following 
'^ manner. Several farmers, that are in want of fervants, join 

together, and take a journey to that part of the country 
where the Bq/bies-men live. They themfelves, as well as 
their Lego-Hottentots, or elfe fuch Bofhies-men as have 
been caught fome time before, and have been trained up 
to fidelity in their fervice, endeavour to fpy out where 
tiie wild Bolhies-men have their haunts. This is beft 
dHcovered by the fmoke of their fires. They are found 
in focieties from ten to fifty and a hundred, reckoning 
great and fmall together. Notwithftanding this, the far- 
mers will venture on a dark night to fet upon them with 
fix or eight people, which they contrive to do, by previoufly 
ftationing themfelves at fome diftance round about the 
craal. They then give the alarm by firing a gun or two. 
By this means there is fuch a conftcmation fpread over the 
whole body of thefe favages, that it is only the moft bold 
and intelligent among them, who have the courage to break 
through the circle and fteal off". Thefe the captors are 
8 glad 
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glad enough to get rid of at fo ea£y a rate, thofe that are *775' 
ihiDid, timorous, and ftruck with amazement, and who. in "* 



tefting all manner of labour, and now, from his greater 
corpulency, becommg fdll more ilothful, and having beiides 
been ufed to a wandering life, fubjedl to no control, he 
moft fenfibly feels the want of his liberty. No wonder 
then, that he generally endeavours to regain it by making 
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'775« his efcape : but what is really a fubje<St for wonder is, that, 
O'yO when one of thefe poor devils runs away from his fervice, 
or more properly bondage, he never takes with him any. 
thing that does not belong to him. 

This is an inftance of moderation in the favages towards 
their tyrants, which is univerfally attefted, and at the fame' 
time praifed and admired by the colonifts themfelves ;^ 
though I cannot eafily reconcile it with what I have learned 
of tlie human heart. Is it in confequence of their fearing 
to meet with harder ufage in cafe they fhould be retaken ? 
Thus far, however, is certain, that none of this Ipecies of 
Hottentots are much given to violence or revenge. Free 
from many wants and deiires, that torment the reft of 
mankind, they are little, if at all, addicted to thieving, if 
we except brandy, victuals, and tobacco. It is not impro- 
bable likewife, that the advantages accruing from a theft 
may be overlooked by them, when their thoughts are taken 
Tip with regaining their liberty, the greateft of all treafures: 
It is neceffary to obferve here, that fome of the Hottentots 
or Bojhies-men, who are thus forced into the fervice of the 
colonifts, live in fmall focieties peaceably and quietly, in 
defert tra(as, where the colonifts cannot eafily come at them, 
and are fometimes in the poffeffion of a few cows. Thefe 
people probably originate from Bodies-men who have run 
away from the colonifts fervice. 

I muft confefs, that the Hottentots, who are in fome 
huft)andmen's fervice, are treated in the gentleft manner, 
and, perhaps, even without ever having a harfti word given 
them, live very well with regard to provifions, are well 
dad relatively to their condition in life, and are very com- 
fortably 
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fortably lodged^ in comparifan of what others are, in their 1775- 
own ftraw cottages. The chief of their bulinefs, perhaps, yJ^Xj 
confifts in tending a herd of cattle or flock of Iheep during 
the heat of the day, when they have an opportunity of 
getting into a gentle ftate of intoxication by fmoking to- 
bacco ; a ftate which excites in them fenfations of as agree- 
able a nature, as the frenzy produced by fpiritous liquors 
and opium feems to afford to many others, who are never 
at eafe but when they procure themfelves this delicious 
pleafure. And yet, though they may thus agreeably pafs 
away the otherwife tedious hours of their lives in fmoking 
and fleep, they neverthelefs generally run away. The 
colonifts wonder at this, as a procedure entirely devoid of 
reafon ; without perceiving that in fo doing, they fuppofe 
the Hottentots not endued with a defire, which has its im- 
mediate foundation in nature and which is common to the 
human race, and even to moft brute animals, viz. a defire, 
or rather an earneft longing after the place of their nativity 
and their families, and, above all, after their liberty* 

The flave bufinefs, that violent outrage againft the natural 
rights of mankind, which is always in itfdf a crime, and 
leads to all manner of mifdemeanours and wickednefs, is 
exercifed by the colonifts with a cruelty towards the nation 
of Bojhies-men^ which merits the abhorrence of every one ; 
though I have been told, that they pique themfelves upon it: 
and not only is the capture of the Hottentots confidered by 
them merely as a party of pleafure, l)ut in cold blood they 
deflroy the bands which nature has knit between hufband^ 
and wife, and between parents and their children. Not 
content, for inftance, with having torn ajh unhappy woman 
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>77S- from the embraces of her hufband, her only prote<Stion and 

^•YxJ comfort, they endeavour all they can, and that chiefly at 

night, to deprive her likewife of her infants ; for it has 

been obferved, that the mothers can feldom perfuade them- 

felves to flee from their tender ofifepring. 

The amiable tendernefs of the mother, which, perhaps, 
glows with a more lively flame in the breaft of this poor 
heathen, than in thofe of her Chriftiari tyrants, is the very 
circiimftance laid hold on by their perfecutors, in order to 
rivet the chains of this wretched female fo much the fafter. 
There are fome mothers, however, that fet themfelves free, 
when they have lofl: all hopes of faving their children. After 
having made their efcape, they fometimes keep fecretly 
about the neighbourhood, in hopes of finding fome oppor- 
tunity of recovering their infants again : for oh ! what 
grief to a mother, bred and born to tafte the fweets of 
liberty, and now lately opprefled by the heavy chains of 
bondage, to reflect, that her offspring's life is only pre- 
ferved, in order that it may be rendered miferable by an 
intolerable flavery. But, alas ! unhappy mothers ! whilft 
involved in thefe painful refle6tions, they wander up and 
down, lefs in fear of the wild beafts than of the colonifts, 
they, perhaps, in the end, fall a prey to fome of thefe fero- 
cious animals, or not unfrequently perifh with hunger : for 
as foon as they have eloped, men are fet to lie in ambufh for 
them at fuch places by the rivers fides, as it is fuppofed 
they mull pafs in their way, and by this means they are 
often retaken. And, though they fhould reach their own 
homes in fafety, they may even then very pofEbly happen 
to be laid hold on by fome peafant and carried into flavery. 

With- 
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1775- other, although they appear to attribute to him all the evil 
vji?0 that comes to pafs ; among which they reckon, without ex- 
ception, all rain, cold and thunder. Many of the colonifts 
have likewife affured me, that their Bojhies-men of either 
fex, ufed in ftormy weather to abufe the thunder with the 
words, fguzeri and fgaunatziy and other reproachfql ex- 
preffions ; and at the fame time, in a furious manner, with 
their ihoes or any thing elfe that was at hand, menace 
and bid defiance to the flalhes of lightning and peals of 
thunder that exploded and rolled over their heads. It would 
be in vain to try to make them fenfible, that the vegeta- 
ble creation, whence they, as well as the brute animals, 
were nouriftied, would without rain wither and be entire- 
ly dried up : even the Hottentot I afterwards took into my 
fervice at Zwellendam^ obftinately perfifted, in fpite of ^ 
my obje<5tions, in the opinion, that notwithftanding this 
confideration, rain was always an evil, and that it would be 
a happy circumftance were it never to rain. A maxim of 
this kind from a race of men, in other refpeits really en- 
dued with fbme degree of fenfe, and frequently with no 
fmall fhare of penetration and cunning, ought, methinks, 
to be confidered as an indelible religious or fuperftitious no- 
tion entertained by them from their infancy, rather than 
as an idea taken up on due deliberation and confequent con- 
vidion. At the fame time, though they did not appear to 
be of a very chilly nature, they never Ihewed the leaft ligns 
of their being difpleafed with the hotteft days of fummer. 

The more fimple of every race of Hottentots, or the 
co^imon fort of them, from which number very few de- 
&rve to be excepted, have fo firm a confidence in fuch 
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cheats of either fex, as fet up for magicians or conjurers^ ^775^*^ 
that they even fometimes folicit thefe people to put a flop V,xv>J 
to the thunder and rain. For money, and with a view 
of obtaining conlideration, thefe pretended wizards are 
ready to undertake every thing : but if, for inftance, it 
fhould happen to continue to thunder or rain longer than 
they expected, and confequently haye promifed, they plead 
in their excufe, that another conjurer, who either has more 
/kill, or is better paid than themfelves, throws obftacles 
in their way by a kind of counter- magic. Many of this 
limple nation believe, that almoft all diforders are brought 
on by means of magic, and are only to be cured by the 
fame means. The wizards, on their parts, are not back- 
ward in cherifliing this idea ; but take care, notwithftand- 
ing, in fuch cafes to apply both external and internal reme- 
dies. Among the external may be reckoned, their fome- 
times ordering their patient to lay on his face, when they 
fet themfelves on his back, and pinch, cuff, and beat him 
all over, till at length they Ihew him a bone, larger or 
fmaller juft as it happens, which they aflert had been con- 
jured into him ; but which they, by their great fkill and 
ilexterity, have extradted, either from his nofe,^ears, or fome 
other part of his body. It frequently happens, that the 
patient is relieved by an operation of this kind ; and if 
he is not, he undergoes feveral of them. And then if 
he dies, his friends only lament, that he was bewitched 
beyond the -power of any one to allift him. In all pro- 
bability, the conjurer on thefe occafions, by a dexterous 
flight of hand, deceives both the credulous patient and 
thofe about him. A boor informed me, that when he was 
Vol. I. E e a child. 
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»775- a child, and had among his other play-things the leg-bone 
\^FyO of an ox, which he ufed as a cart, it appeared to him to his 
great aftonifhment, that it was fucked out of a lick i>er- 
fon's back by one of thefe wizards ; and, as far as he could 
truft to his memory, he recoUedted that the patient got 
quite well after this operation. — A wizard that was taken 
by a party of Hottentots to a lion-hunt, in order to exer- 
cife his magic power upon the lion, was foon torn in pieces 
by the animal. Several boors took occafion from this in- 
cident to reproach the Hottentots with their credulous par- 
tiality towards thefe fellows ; but they ftill perlifted in their 
fentiments, being rather inclined to think, that fome more 
powerful magician, who was a foe to the deceafed, had 
brought this misfortune upon him. So that a conjurer 
among thefe people lays the more fimple of them under a 
kind of contribution by his fuperior cunning, juft as ours 
do our country folk ; but, on the other hand, more fre- 
quently runs the rifque of being fufpecSted of occafioning 
the mifchief that happens. 

A CafFre prince chanced in his old age to have fore eyes, 
and could get no cure for them. He therefore ordered all 
thofe that were fkilled in magic to be put to death, where- 
ever they were found ; no doubt, on the fame principle as 
Herod did the children in Bethlehem, thinking that in the 
number he might happen to hit on the man who had be- 
witched him. This prince is faid to have been living but 
a few years ago ; his name was Paloo, which by moft of 
the colonifts was converted into Pbaraob. Of the princes 
who reigned over the different nations of Caffres, while I 
was in Africa, the moft powerful were faid to be Atnahote and 
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Tamus. A chief among the Hottentots, called Captain ^'77^ 
RuYTER, of whom I Ihall have occafion to fpeak by and V-/VS-/ 
bye, is alfo rejx)rted to have perfecuted and put to death 
fome forcerers, whom he fufpedted of having brought a 
difeafe on him by witchcraft. 

Though the Hottentots are fo fuperftitious, yet they are 
not, as far as I know, in the leaft afraid of being in the 
dark* They feem, however, to have fome idea of fpirits, 
and a belief in a future Hate, as they accoft their friends 
as ibon as they are dead with reproaches for leaving them 
fo foon ; at the fame time, admonifhing them henceforth 
to demean themfelves properly ; by which they mean, that 
their deceafed friends fhould not come back again and 
haunt them, nor allow themfelves to be made ufe of by 
wizards, to do any mifchief to thofe that furvive them. 

There is a genus of infedls (the mantis^) called by the 
colonifts the Hottentofs god; but fo far are they from wor- 
ihipping thefe infedls, that they have more than once 
catched fome of them, and given them to me to flick 
needles through them, by way of preferving them, in the 
fame manner as I did with other infedls. There is, how- 
ever, a diminutive fpecies of this genus of infedls, which 
fome think it would be a crime, as well as very dangerous,, 
to do any harm to ; but this we have no more reafon to 
look upon as a kind of religious worfliip, than we have to 
confider in the fame light, a certain fuperftitious notion 
prevalent among many of the more (imple people in our 
own country, who imagine, that three fins will be forgiven 
them, if they fet a cock-chafer on its legs again that has 
happened to have fallen upon its back. 

E e 2 The 
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i77r- The moon, according to Kolbe, receives a kind of o- 
J!^rU ration from the Hottentots. But the fadt is, that they 
merely take the opportunity of her fhining, and at the 
fame time of the coohiefs of the night, to amufe themfelves 
with dancing ; and confequently, have no more thoughts 
of worfhipping her than the chriftian colonifts, who are 
feen at the fame time ftroUing in great numbers about the 
ftreets in Cape Town, and parading on the ftone fteps with 
which their houfes are ufually ornamented. 

That the artful conjurers themfelves are moft of them 
without either fuperftition or religion of any kind, is high- 
ly probable. There are feemingly here likewife many 
other free-thinkers, among whom I cannot help reckon- 
ing a Hottentot from Buffeljagts-rivier, whom I fome time 
after this period took into my fervice as my ox-leader. He 
informed me, that a wizard came to his craal feveral dif- 
ferent evenings, and fitting himfelf down in one of their 
huts, told them, by way of divination, that the wolf was 
doing them a great deal of mifchief in their fheep- folds 
(at the fame time mentioning the particulars,) and would 
do them ftill more, if they did not haften to the relief of 
their flocks. The people of the craal accordingly fallied 
forth, and found it was as the foothfayer had told them ; 
in confequence of which, they conceived the higheft de- 
gree of refpe6t for him, and rewarded him handfomely 
into the bargain. Some time after, however, they difco- 
vered, that their lofs was not occafioned by the wolves, 
but by fome neighbouring Hottentots, whom they, not 
without reafon, fuppofed to have been in the plot with the 
foothfayer. With other general remarks I have to make 
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on the fubjedt of the Hottentots and Bopies-men^ I fhall ^^^^^^ 
defer at prefent, and return to the regular courfe of my V^y>J 
journal. 

On the 30th of Auguft at Tyger-hoekj where I biefore 
obferved we were juft arrived,* I was informed, that the 
do6trines of chriftianity had been formerly preached there 
to the Hottentots, and received by them with great avidity 
and zeal. It was ftiU, as I was told, within the memory 
of feveral of the inhabitants, that one of the converts, an 
old female Hottentot, was living, and ufed to perform her 
devotions every morning on her bare knees,' by the fide 
of a fpring fituated near this fpot. It was faid, fhe had 
a German Bible, which fhe often read and treated with 
the greateft veneration ; and that her behaviour through- 
out life was decent and quiet. My informers added, that 
the miflionary who had converted her, had been banifhed 
out of the country, for having illegally made himfelf a 
chief among the Hottentots in thefe parts, in order to en- 
rich himfelf by their labour, and the prefents they made 
hkn of cattle. It was fuppofed, that he was fo far guilty 
of what was alledged againft him, inafmuch as it both 
was then and is now prohibited, under divers penalties, 
for any one to buy, or otherwife acquire the pofleflion of 
any cattle belonging to the Hottentots. That this mif- 
fionary's name was George Schmid, and that he was aM?- 
r avian or Herrnhuter^ I found on ray return home in the 
Budingijche Samlung einiger in die Kircben-Hijlorie^ &c. 
(printed at Leipfic 1742) wherein, art. 7. from page 78 
to i26> there is fome account of this affair, under the 

title 
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>77j- title of Jungjles Diarium des Bruders Georg Scbtnidj zurprohe 
\,^>t>J des Wandeh diefes knecbts des Herrn unter den Hottentotten K 

This extradl of the journal or letter above-mentioned, is 
carried from November isth, 17391 ^^ November i8th, 
1740 ; and at that time dated ivom Serjeant-triviery a fmall 
branch of the rivier Zonder-end^ or the river near which 
lived the female Hottentot convert. In this letter we are 
informed, that the number of converts was thirty-two, 
and that the new chriftians did not unfrequently neglecS: 
both their work and their hours of devotion j in order to 
amufe themfelves in a garden^ which, in all probability^ 
was common. 

At page 683 of this coUedlion, there is inferted another 
letter from this fame Schmid., dated the 1 5th of May, 1 7424 
from which we learn, that he had by baptifm augmented 
the rcongregation with five more fifters in Chrift ; as like- 
wife, that he had lived there as miflionary five years, and 
intended to ftay four years longer : fo that there is no 
doubt, but that the Hottentots might be eafily converted to 
the chriftian faith : but it is much to be doubted, whether 
any body will ever trouble themfelves with the converfion 
of thefe plain honeft people, unlefs it Ihould appear to 
have more connexion than it feems to have at prefent 
with political advantages. 

Soon after we arrived at this farm, two Hottentot girls, 
from fourteen to feventeen years of age, made their ap- 
pearance, well befmeared, and, in their fafhion, very fmartly 

• Thclaft Diary of brother George Schmid, being ateftimony of the carriage 
<aod condudt of ,this fcrvant of the Lord among the Hottentots. 
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(frefled. Without any ereat degree of vanitv we could }77S' 
^plainly perceivei that the vifit was made on our account ; \^y>j 
out of gratitude, therefore, as well as from a natural re- 
gard for the fair fex, we addrefled thefe (I am in doubt 
whether to call them beautiful or frightful) young ladies 
with all the handfome fpeeches we could think of fuitable 
to the occafion. At their requeft we likewife prefented 
them with a fine piece of roll- tobacco, of which they cut 
off a little, filled their pipes with it, and fmoked in a v^ry 
elegant ftyle. Our hoft took that opportunity to let us 
know, that we fhould pleafe them much better with a 
little brandy than with all our compliments ; we therefore 
ordered a couple of glaffes of it for each of them, and 
they ftucfa pretty clofe to it,; applying to it with great 
afliduity while they were fmoking their pipes. We like- 
wife had the pleafure foon of feeing them grow a little 
lively, without venturing to drink a drop more, or allow- 
ing the leaft freedom to be taken with them. At length 
they took leave of us in a very difcreet manner, and 
I was very much pleafed to fee fo much modefty and de- 
cency in girls belonging to fo uncivilized a nation. But 
when they got out of doors, thefe mad-caps had the bold- 
nefs to defy us to run after them and catch them. We 
foon gave over the chafe, but as often as we turned back 
they came after us, and defied us again. At length the 
elder of them while llie was running, not only fell down> 
but even feemed to wait for us in that pofition. So unex- 
pecSled a circumftance gave us no fmall concern, as it made 
us begin to fufpedt the girl's virtue, till Ihe drew a large 
knife, and threatened to plunge it into our hearts, if we 
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aS^u'ik ^^^^ ^^ approach any. nearer. As the difference of cir- 
V^yO cumftances and opportunities has a great influence on the 
nature of things, and particularly with refpedt to the fair 
•iex, ,1 thought it would be proper in this place to relate 
the whole affair jufl as it happened, without drawing any 
general conclufion from it. I am neverthelefs convinced, 
that the Hottentots are more cold and moderate in their 
defires of a certain nature than many other nations; quali- 
ties which are the natural confequence of the dull, inac- 
tive, and I had almofl faid, entirely lifUefs difpofition, which 
is the leading chara(5teriftic of their minds; qualities 
which likewife are neceffarily produced by the debilitating 
diet they ufe, and their extreme inadlivity and floth ; 
which carried to a certain point, increafe, but in extremes 
deaden and. benumb both the phyfical and moral fenfa- 
tions. 

On the 3 1 ft, we here met with a middle-aged man, a 
colonifl, who offered to drive my waggon for fix rixdol- 
lars per month ; but altered his mind as foon as we had 
told him, that he mufl be content to undergo the fame 
inconyeniencies and hazards as Mr. Immelman and I were, 
at all events, prepared to fubjedt ourfelves to. The next 
day, therefore, we took our leave of this place, as much 
to feek as when we firfl arrived there. In our road we 
found a little Hottentofs craal^ which, if I remember right, 
confifled of five huts, run up in the manner I have de- 
fcribed above ; but covered with fuch miferable old mats, 
that the owners feemed to be much more afraid of the 
trouble, trifling as that would have been, of making new, 
than of the inconveniencies attending the droppings of the 
I eaves 
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cave$ in wet weather. The inhabitants of this craal con- *775. 

Auguft* 

lifted of about twenty people. They had Kun up a very V-^-r^ 
wretched enclofore for their fheep and cattle, which were 
then at grafs, and feemed to be very numerous. As I 
wifhed to try if I could not hire a Hottentot or two into 
our fervice, the oldeft man in the craal prefented his fon 
to me, a youth of nineteen or twenty years of age, fay- 
ing, that he could be very well fpared in the craal, in caie 
I could perfuade him to follow me. Upon this I crept 
into ike young man^ hut, and found him lying under his 
cloak, in the way I have defcribed above when ipeaking 
of his covintrymen in general, with his knees drawn up 
to 'his hofe> almoft like, a fosfus in utero, I fpent a great 
deal of time to no purpofe, in reprelehting to him the 
great advantages he would gain' by going with us ; fiich as 
a cow with calf, knives, brafs tinder-boxes, glafs beads, 
and other tempting articles ; in Ihort, prefents to an un- 
common value, all which I offered him as a premium for 
half a year's fervice ; but as I confidered it equally bafe 
to deceive a poor Hottentot as any other perfbn, I did not 
diffemble to him, that our expedition would be of fome 
duration: though, on the other hand, as the Hottentot 
nation is not abfolutely infenfible to the pleafures of the 
chafe any more than to the calls of ambition, I at the 
fame time repi'efented to him, that an expedition of this 
fort would of itfelf aflford him no fmall degree of pleafure, 
and on his return would give him fome confequence in 
the eyes of his companions ; but all was in vain. With 
as little fucceft did I endeavour to fet before him the plea- 
fure he would have in fmoking a better fort of tobacco, a - 
Vol. I. F f quantity 
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A^'Sft q^a"^^^ o^ wbich I had tikien with me, and inteodcd to 

V^yO beftow it very plentifallf on any one that ihoiiild acxom- 

pany me in my journey. I likewife put him in mindi- 

that he would not find £o coftly an article as tobacco, nor 

«ven victuals abound greatly, if he ftaid at home. 

Notwithftanding all this, I found him abfblutely im- 
moveable in firal as weU as in body; excepting, indeed, that 
with regard to the latter, he now and then threw out a. 
wiffof tobacco from the left fide of his chops; and thzt 
two or three times, on my repeatedly requefting him to 
let me know his mind on the fubjedl, he at length, though 
not without fome difficulty, prevailed on himfelf to open 
his mouth, and anfwer me with a fhort but dediive, Nof 
The extreme indcdence of the la<^ his very cavalier recep-- 
tion of me,, the clouds of finc^e that filled his cabin and 
made my eyes finart moft horribly, togethet with the 
Avarms of fleas I obferved m it> excited in me juft at that 
time the greateft indignation, as well as the titmoft con*- 
tempt for the Hottentot nation : though, when I aftcrwardi; 
eame to confider the matter more impartially, as the lad^* 
from his habits as well as nature, could very eafily make 
ftiift with a moderate quantity of food, and with this could^ 
and aftually did enjoy what to him was a real fubilantial~^ 
pleafure, viz, his eafe and tobacco, I could not well- fuppo&- 
that my offer would have any weight with him. 

At laft, however, I made him another propofal of a 
different nature, which was, that for a very moderate jlne- 
miuth, he ihould affifl us for a few dd^ys only, and i^d our 
oxen as far as ZweUendam, where I was- in hopes of getting 
fomebody in his room. To this he anfwered as quick as 
4 thought^ 
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thottl^, Ja^ Baasr OTeiy Majer,) got up in aq inftant, ^m^^ 
and had nothipg more to do than to hang his tobaccx)- v^v>j 
pouch on his aim, in order to be quite ready for his 
JQuniey. After tljis, he went ftraight to my waggon, 
and with all the eafe ^nd alacrity imaginable, cjid every 
thing that was requifke to it ; fo that he ik) longer appeared 
to be the fame indolent mortal, with whom I had juft be- 
fore been bargaining. 

The principal reafctfi.of this difpofiticHi that prevails with 
moft Hottentots is, perhaps, that their wants are extremely 
few ; and confequently, being without care or employipent 
of any kind, they are inactive and idle. From this caufe 
again, a famine or general want of the neceflaries of life 
arifing, will naturally ftimulate their vfually half-ftarved 
l)odies into activity and vigorous motion, at leaft, till their 
more preffing wants are relieved. On the other hand, fuch 
children of Hottentots, or Bofhies-men, as from their tender 
years have been in the fervice of the colonifts, and hav^ 
been ufed to work, do not yield the palm of briiknefs and 
agility to any other nation whatever, Jt appears to me, 
therefore, that one cannot accnie any natural difpofitioa of 
theks, as being anobfta^e to their rifinj; from their pre- 
fent very barbarous and unpolilhed ftat^ to a much higher 
degree of dvUizaftion. 

Though :the father of the Hottentot I h^d jvift hired did 
not take the leaft part -in his fon's refolve, yet at their 
parting l^e ihowed, that h^ poffefled the :ftflfe<S!;iQH$ of a 
father. In i^di^ they feen>ed to t^e a tend^er^ f arewel of each 
other ; on whi^ occafion^ the old man repeatedly impor- 
tm^ us in the moil iriendly manner to Die his.fpn kindly. 

F f 2 There 
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aSmIi. There blew from the fea, which was at that time but s 
^^w*' fmall diftance from us, a cold fouth-eaft wind, and my 
companion was feized with his old troublefbme cough and 
fpitting of blood, which continued till we arrived at night 
at a fiarm called Groote Vlakte (the Great Plain). But, as 
we had no provifions with us, and the farm was inhabite<^' 
merely by flaves, who had nothing but cold water and a 
Uttle coarfe and doughy bread to entertain us with ; and as 
befides the fpitting of blood was fbmewhat relieved by fbme- 
feltpetre which I had taken with me, as well as by the faft 
my companion had been obliged to keep, though lore 
againft his will, he did not chufe to flay here longer than- 
the following noon, but plucked up courage fufficient tor- 
continue his route on horfeback as before. In the mean- 
time we entered into chat with the principal flave, who- 
informed us, that he had been feveral times bought and* 
ibid: and that this lad time, notwithftanding his agr^, 
which was not lefs than fifty years, yet in confideration of 
his well-known fidelity, and of the dependence that might 
be placed in him, he had been bought in at an adtion fbF* 
a bailiff by a niggardly farmer, who, on that account, had^ 
thought it worth his while to purchafe him at fo high a- 
price as a? hundred and ten- rixdottars. Upon which, ther^ 
poor fellow obferved, that he had not fared better with his^- 
fingular fidelity^ than other flaves^ who were' remarkabl6 
for their great ftrength-of body ; fihcc. he had found his- 
burthen of care and refponfibility increafed upon him in- 
the fame degree, as theft latter experienced the augmenta- 
tion of their loads. Indeed j the lot and reward of both were • 
Cke thofe of old wom-out herfes>. vi», to bo negkdled and' 
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ftarved^ in their old age,- in cafe they did not before that ^lllk 
period link into the grave under the pireflure of their \,^y>U 
bondage. I then informed him, that (lavery was not tole- 
rated in my country ;: and it feemed to give him great plea-r 
fure in the midft of his misfortunes to think^. that in fbme 
part of the world, however, thenaturalrights of mankind 
were held more facred.than they were in thofe colonies. 

The ftate of the weather for the month of Auguft was 
as follows;- The til and 2.d days cloudy, on the 7th and. 
8th violent rains and north-eaflerly winds. On the gth 
mizzling" rain. On the 2 1 ft, 2 2d, 2 3d, and 29th, it rained 
with the wind at fouth-eaft^ AH the other, days of this 
month' were fjur with fun-fhine. - 

I had^ as I mentioned before, loft in my way to the bath, 
the fmall.thermometer,- according to the fcale of which the. 
degrees of heat have been hitherto given; So that fubfe-r 
quent to tibis period it was from another, thermometer of 
FahrenheifSr^ procured for me by Mr. Immelman from the 
Gape,, that my obfervations were. made, . which I ihall .con-: 
tinue to give in the fame manner as I began at page 112. 
On the 2 2d and 23d the thermometer was at 56^ — 24th- 
tiierm^ 5 3 — 29th therm. 5 — 30th therm. , 5 2 — 3 1 ftr 
therm. 48. This: month feemed to correfpond neareft with- 
^e month of May in our northern. climates. 

On the ift of' September we pailed by two fanns in •. 
HeJpaquBS lUoof, or vale, through which our road lay. As : 
KouBE- makes mention of' a nation > of Hottentots < by the 
name of Heffiiquasi they probably dwelt fcnmerly in this vale*^ 
From hence the road took us to the Breede-rivier, (as it iS: 
called) . wheie . there was a. ferry-boat, . in which we .were .. 

put. 
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»775- tmt over with our faddle-horfes and waggon, but the oxen 

September. *^ , ^ . ^ 

\m^ysmf wece made to iwim acrols. 

Notwithftanding that the river was at this time very 
wide and deep^ yet daring part of the fummer its waters 
are faid to. fall fo prodigbufly, that one may both ride aod 
• ^ri^Be over it with eafe. Dired^y on the other fide of this 
river there was a fanxi, where we took up our night's 
lodging. 

Oa the ad w^ continued our journey liU we came Xa 
ZweUendam. Thu placefWhidh:] halve marked inthe nko^ 
Ivith Hat letters OVC ianerwowen with each .other> orthe 
Dutch company^ mark^ is the refidence oi zJandno^.aat 
iie is called, who is the. governor of the whole. eaftecK 
ts*adt of the African ^loniies. Hede was a lai^e hasdibtane 
edifice ibuolt for' him, .and twd (rther ieflfer ones fctf twb^ail 
his &i£ftants or chief officers. .1. . . jv^«t) 

The drtfi g&ve us a good ceceptioo, and a bed at i ii^;iN^ 
^He Ukfe^dfe procured us two Hottentots from a^ neighbour- 
ing crtod, Oo aflift us in our journey. So that sny two firft 
were difmilfed our fervioe, according to our previous agree- 
ment ; though the youth, who had made fuch a great dif- 
ficulty -oi accompanying rae, was noiiv^ very leth to part 
Dt^ith me. 1*ht landrqft peroeiviilg that I liad got but in-* 
different oxen in my waggon, ctiFeved xne a whole team jc£ 
much better: bat, though I was told that I might h^e 
th^m dti credit, I would net ventuire to deal any more in 
oi^en, efpedatly as my fonner bargain had turned out ib 
ill. Be^es, being bvit a ftranger, I wjts inxyce afraid of 
a ufur^ than of any of the wild beafls in. AMca ; neither 
<4id.I think that it w£mld vxfvr anfvrar to the expencp, as 
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this year bad already fct in as if if would be the drieft, in ^7?5- 
the memory of man, Other wife, had I been able to afibrd V^v^oi* 
another team of oxen, I Ihould doubtlefs have made a 
siuch longer journey, as well as more advantageous for 
natural hiftory. 

The peo|de at this place pretended to have obferved, 
that the wind, when it blew from the fouth-eaft at the 
Gape, was always northerly with them ; and that, when 
it had ceafed raining at the Capej they had ftill flight 
jbowers at Zwellendam. They likelwife informed me, tfi^t 
a very fatal diftemper prevailed there every winter among 
the horfes, but that it never made its appearance at Slangen- 
rivier and Potteberg, although both*thefe places lie not far 
fh>m Zwdlendam, as may be feen-inmy map. * It was fup^ 
pofed,: that the fair- water Which the horfiss were obliged tb 
drink at both thefe places, was what preferved them. It is 
probable, however, that the fea^winds purify the air in thofe 
parts ; and, on the contrary, that the northerly wind which 
oomes toZwellendam from the interior part of the country, 
brings with it vapours very noxious to the health of thie 
horfes; efpecially as it was obferved, that fuch horfes as 
were kept up in the ftable, were hardly ever feized with 
the difteniper. The nature of the diforder was fuch, that 
a; horfe would die almoft inftantaneoufly ; Ibmetimes with- 
out any vifible fymptbm preceding it, and fometimes aftdr 
A tumour had appeared on the cheft or groin. 

It was here that I law for the firft time in my life, one 
of the animals called qtiaggas by the Hottentots and co- 
ionifts. It is a fpecies of wild horfe, very like the zebra % 
the difference coniilling in this, that the quagga has ihorter 

ears> 



Digitized by 



Google 



42^, A VO-YAGE T>o THE 



jaibont the loins .twenty-two inches. The quagga I faw 
here, having been caught when it was very young* was 
become. fo tame, that it came^to us to be carefled. It was 
iaid nev€^ to be frightened by tthe hyaena, but, on the 
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contrary, that it would purfue this fierce animal, when- geVcmbcr 
ever this latter made its appearance in thofe parts; fo that 
it was a moft certain guard for the horfes, with which it 
was turned out to grafs at night. 

That thefe quaggas might be broken in for the faddle 
or harnefs, I have not the leaft doubt; as juft before my 
departure for Europe, I faw one driven through the ftreets 
in a team with five horfes : but with the zebra nobody 
has yet made any fair trial, I was told, indeed, that a 
wealthy burgher near the Cape, brought up and tamed 
fome of them with this view ; and likewife, that once he 
was abfurd enough to take it into his head to harneft them 
all to his chaife, though they were ndt in the leaft accuf- 
tomed either to the harnefs or yoke. The confequence 
was, that they diredlly ran back into the ftable, with the 
carriage and their mafter in it, with fuch jprodigious fury, 
as to deprive him and every one elfe of all defire to make 
•any farther trials of this kind. There can be no doubt, 
however, but that quaggas or zebras, properly tamed and 
broke in, would, in many refpeds, be of greater fervice 
to the colonifts than horfes: as, in the firft place, they 
are. more eafily procured here; and next, being ufed to 
the harfli dry pafture, which chiefly abounds/in Africa, 
they feem to be intended by nature for this country ; 
while, on the other hand, horfes are univerfally very nice 
in their food. I believe I have already remarked, that 
both the horfes and oxen of this country are in general 
weaker than ours; of which the dry paftures abounding in 
it, were in all probability the' principal caufe. The quagga 
that I faw here at this time, was in fuch good condition, 
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1775- and fo plump about the back and loins, as, I believe, in 
^rrvj' that point, not to be equalled by any horfe ; and though 
both quaggas and zebras have fmall feet, yet at the fame 
time their hoofs are hard, and, perhaps, like affes, they arc 
more fure- footed than horfes. I cannot deny, that with 
good horfes the people here are ufed to hunt down the 
zebras with eafe : but who knows, whether both zebras 
and quaggas would not become quicker in their paces by 
freqvient riding and exercife. Had the colonifts tamed 
them and ufed them inftead of horfes, in all probability 
they would have been in no danger of lofing them, either 
by the wolves or the epidemic diforder, to which the horfes 
here are fubjedt. 

Here was a vineyard planted for the ufe of the family, 
and it was the firft I had feen fince I left the bath. The 
wine produced by it is not equal in point of goodnefs to 
that niade at die Cape ; ^whioh chiefly proceeded from the 
Situation of the vineyard, and perhaps, likewife, in fome 
meafure, from its not being properly looked after. 

On the 3d we continued our journey till we came to 

^^^^ Riet Valley. This was the laft farm to the eaftward be^ 

longing to government, and was lituated at a fhort diftance 

only from Zwellendam. A corporal, as he is ftyled, had 

the infpedlion of this farm, and likewife fuperintended 

divers wood-cutters who worked in the neighbouring wood 

•(called Groot Fader s Bofch) on the company's account. The 

people that had the care of the farm at Riet Valley were 

'opulent and well-^bred, and in a moft hofpi table manner 

^abfohitely obliged us to pafs a couple of days with them ; 

at theifame time endeavouring to render themfelves both 
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agreeable and ufefiil to us by the information they gave iis^ ^77 ^^ 
as well as by the afliftance they afforded us in our refearches j v^i^^'* 
fo much, indeed, that they even taught us, and made us 
pradlife fpeaking the Hottentot language. 

This is certainly, with refpedl to the pronunciation, the 
moft difficult and fingular language in the univerfe. AI^ 
moft every word is pronounced with a fmack or clacking 
of the tongue againft the roof of the mouth. Words of 
many fyllables are accompanied with two clacks ; but what 
cannot but render this language ftill more difficult for 
Urangers, is, that thefe clacks are faid to be performed, ac^ 
cording to different circumftances, in three differeint way§, 
viz. more or lefs forward or backward on the palate. This 
diftindtion, however, I had not from the Hottentots them- 
felves, who were, perhaps, too ignorant to go fo deep into 
the matter. For my part, I own that my ears were not 
nice enough to attend to fuch minute differences. I muft 
likewife confefs, that I did not take pains fufficient to g«t 
this point cleared up to me. Neverthelefs I difcovered, as 
foon as I got to Houtniquasy that another diale<St was fpoken 
there, and that it differed from the former in the more or 
lefs clacking ufed in the words. But it was fufficient fpr 
me to learn, in the courfe of my journey, partly for plea- 
fure, and partly for ufe, fome common words and phrafes 
in the Hottentot language. Some of thefe I have given 
at the end of this journal. The fmacks, or clacking with 
the tongue, I imagined.it would be moft convenient to de* 
note by a t' with an apoftroj^e over it. 

The Cbinefe^ or Snefe-Hotientots^ fo called from their 
complexion, which is yellower than that of the other Hot- 
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»775- tentot nations, and therefore more like that of the Cbinefe^ 
vS^J^' are hkewife in their dialedt very diftin6t from them. There 
is, however, fo great a refemblance between them all, that 
they can in fome meafure underftand each other. With a 
view to their mutual comparifon, I have Hkewife added a 
fample of fome of the words of this language, and likewife 
of that of the CafFres, which is not clogged with that clack- 
ing of the palate which accompanies the Hottentot language. 
Notwithftanding the noife made againft the roof of the 
mouth, this laft mentioned language does not found ill, when 
the ear is fomewhat accuftomed to it ; as the Hottentots 
pronounce it with as much eafe and facility, as other na- 
tions do their refpecSlive languages. Farther up the coun- 
try, where they have no other fervants than Hottentots, the 
children of the Chriftians frequently learn the Hottentot 
language more eafily, and before they do the Dutch. The 
fame thing happens with regard to the Malay tongue in 
thofe places, where they make ufe of Haves, and efpecially 
of nurfes, of that nation. So that, probably, all languages 
are almoft eqvially eafy for children : and, if we may form 
a conclufion from what we have juft advanced, the ten- 
dereft age of childhood might be advantageoully employed 
in learning feveral languages. At the Cape I have heard 
very young children fpeak two or three different languages 
with equal readinefs and facility. 

At this place, befides learning the Hottentot's language, 
I had an opportunity of informing myfelf, for the firft 
lime, concerning the progrefs of this people in mufic. One 
of their inftruments is a bow, like a ipring-bow, a foot in 
length, with a fine firing of thread, to the end of which 
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there is fixed in the fame line a cloven quill half an inch 1775- 
long. The inftrument is played on in the following man- 3^^^^' 
ner : the mufician, applying his mouth to the quill, draws 
in his breath very hard, fo as to put it into a quivering 
motion, which produces a grating found. This inftrument 
is called a fGoerra^ ^ name which feems to be applicable 
enough to it^ as tolerably expreffive of the found of the 
inllrument. 

^Gutbe is the name of another inftrument, whfch, pro- 
bably, was firft made in imitation of our violin. It con- 
lifts merely of a piece of board with three or four flrings 
fgrewed on to it, on which they fcrape with a bow. 

T^koi fkoi is a fort of drum, compofed of a Ikin ftretch- 
ed over a calibafti, or hollow block. The mufic is juft 
what might be expedited from fuch an inftrument. As I 
was fortunate enough not to be often in the way of hear- 
ing their ftrains, and am befides no cognofoente, I have 
not been able to note them, down, if, indeed, they can be ex- 
preffed in notes. Their vocal mufic confifts in finging a 
few notes, without annexing any words to them, or, at 
leaft, words, that have any meaning. Thefe remarks 
chiefly aflfedt the Hottentots in this part of the country ;, 
for I much, doubt, whether the Boftiies-men have either 
fgutbes or fgoerras among, them. 

It is fo ufual to find in poems and romances the Ihep— 
herds and fliepherdefles playing on their pipes, that my 
readers, no doubt, will expert to find the Hottentots who 
lead a paftoral life, employed in the fame delightfur occu- 
pation ; and, indeed, fo far it is true, that both the men^ 
and women have their pipes, but thea they only ufe them 

for/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



130 



A VOYAGfe TO THE 



>775- for fmoking. This inftrutnent, which has far greater 
k>y>J charms for them than all the mulic in the world, certainly 
merits a defcription, which we fhall therefore attempt in 
this place. 

The tohacco-pipes which are made ufe of in thefe parts, 
and, indeed, every where among the JHottentots (properly fo 
called) are Ihaped pretty nearly like ours, being compofed 
of a paltry wooden bowl, and a ftem of equally coarfe 
workrnanfhip. Of the Bofhies-men's pipes, as being fuf- 
ficiently remarkable, I have given a drawing in Plate I. 
'where in fig. 3. is reprefented an elk*s horn from a foot 
and a half to two feet in length, into the aperture of which, 
about two inches in diameter, (fee fig. 3. a.) the Bofhies- 
man contrives to fqueeze the whole of his mouth in fuch 
a ihanher, that hone Of the fmoke can efcape or be loft, 
but pafles entire, in a column proportioned to the fize of 
the horn, into his throat, fome part of it coming out 
again through his hbftrils. To make ainends for this, 
however, five or fix gulps content him; a fit of coughing, 
hawking, and rattling in his throat enfues, which he, 
probably, confiders as a very defirable confequence. Re 
'then hands this delicious hofn to his next neighbour, thit 
lie may, in' like manner, have the pleafure of fumigating 
his lungs ; and in this way the horn circulates among 
them, women as well as men, juft as the pipe does in 
Sweden, among a company of old women fitting under 
the chimney in alriis-houfes. Onie of the Bo(hies-men, 
whom I afterwards took into my fervice, when I paflbd 
through the defert in my way to ^rUntjes Hoogtey once 
ifwallowed the fihoke of his tobaccb-hoili with fuch avi- 
dity. 
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fiitjr, th^vt J faw h^iw fsdj down iji a fwQpn in confecjuence 3^ ^^Jn^b^r 
of it. At fig. 3.. the reader may fee the ftem pf the pipe \y^Y>J^ 
fixed at right ^gles ou the fide of the horn; and the bowl, 
which is fometimes made of wood, and fometimes of fome 
loofe pie^bble dag out of the ground, fattened on to the top 
of the ftem. 

I iiave likewife foen goat's horns employed for this puf- 
pofe ; but the preference is given to the elk's horns on aC'- 
coxHit of their fliarp points ; they being fo handy for die 
JHlottentot to ftick into the grpun^d clofe by l;iis fide, fp th^ 
not 9 particle of the tobacco can be Joft. One of thefe 
tobacco-horns I have brought home with me^ and keep it 
in the coUedtion of the Academy of Sciences; though, 
having been made for the ufe of a little Hottentot woman^ 
it is fmaller and neater than ijiuc^, being but thirteen 
inches in length ; and the aperture at its bafe, to which 
the mouth is applied^ ^n inch and a h^f acrofs. 

Their tobacco-^pouches are made of the fkin of a lamb, 
or of one of the fmaller fort of antilopes entire, with the 
hairy fide turned outwards; fo that in this pouch the Hot- 
tentot has at the fame time room enough for his pipe, tin- 
dqr-box, and the reft of his implements for kindling a fire.* 

Befide the accurate information I received at this place 
on the fubje6l of the Hottentot's m\ific, language, and 
method of fmoking, I had, the evening after my arrival 
there, an opportunity of feeing their card-playing. By 
this abfurd name, the colonifts have diftinguiflied the fol- 
.lowing peculiar game among thefe people, which was played 
in tJt^s m^ner. JBpth my Jiottentots, together with two 
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^775- Others, made a partie quarree^ fitting on their hams, as is 
C^ynj' ufual with other unpolilhed nations. The chimney, the 
part of the room conftantiy preferred by a Hottentot to any 
other, was likewife in this cafe the place they chofe to oc- 
cupy, while they were playing this game ; and the alh- 
hole might not unaptly be confidered as their card- table, 
as it did not unfrequently happen, that in the midft of 
their ardour for the fport, they ftruck their hands into the 
middle of it, and raifed the afties into clouds of duft that 
floated all over the room, and almoft blinded one. Now, 
as this fport feemed to confift in an inceflant motion of the 
arms upwards, downwards, and acrofs each other's arms, 
without ever feeming (at lead on purpofe) to touch one 
another, it appearls to me, that the intention of this fport 
is to open the cheft, as it were, whilft fitting, by w^ay of 
fuccedaneum for dancing. It is probable, however, that 
with all this they obferve certain rules, and in certain cir- 
cumftances, mutually get the advantage over each other; 
as each of them at times would hold a little peg between 
his fore-finger and thumb, at which they would burfl out 
into laughter, and, on being afked the reafon, faid, that they 
lofl and won by turns, yet without playing tor any thing. 
One of the party, however, grew weary in two hours time, 
and laid himfelf down to fleep ; while the others kept on 
with the fport from evening till break of day, during the 
whole time continually and incefTantly pronouncing, or ra- 
ther finging, the following w^ords, bet pruab prbanka^ hei 
ptruab fbeiy hei pruab ba. Of thefe words they did not 
themfelves know the meaning; and all the information 
they could give me on the fubje(5t was, that they had 
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learned them, together with the game, of fome of their _ »775- 
companions, who had been to pay a vifit to the Indians a 
great way to the northward. Probably their bet ptrua 
prbanka, has no more meaning in it than the ^/ /e?/ <;j^ ral 
of the Europeans. I had before feen this game played a 
little at the Cape Town, by fome Bofhies-man boys that a 
butcher had brought home with him from Sneeuwbergy and 
I at this time gave orders for it to be played, on purpofe to 
iatisfy my curiolity. 
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Journey from Zmlkndam to Mufck lUy* 



ullmhtT (^\^ *^® morning of the 5th we took leave of our 
VMiryx^ v^ hofpitable friends, and arrived at a farm on the other 
branch of Buffeljagts rivier. A little way from the farm 
there was a grove, from whence we heard the cries of a 
herd of monkies. Our hoft told us, that they fet up this 
alarm, in order to give notice to each other of the approach 
of tigers, which are wont to purfue them up into the 
trees; when the only means thefe nimble little animals 
have of efcaping, is to jump on to the ilender twigs and 
branches of the tree that are moft diftant from the trunk, 
where the tigers dare not follow them. Mr. Immelman, 
therefore, and myfelf, repaired to the place with our guns, 
with a view to partake, in fome meafure, of the fport. We 
were, however, out of luck, having only got a tranfient 
glimpfe of the monkies ; we could very plainly difcem, 
however, that they were of a coal-black colour, and about 
the fize of an ordinary cat ; fo that, in all likelihood, they 
form a peculiar fpecies not yet known* It is faid, that 
there: are( fome of thefe anin^s in Groot Faders-i^fciiund 
Houtniquas ; though I did not fee them any where. What 
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with our fport, and what with botanizing, we ftaid fo Ion? >77s. 

.1 I- 1 t % September. 

here, that we could go no farther that day. %,yy>j 

On the 6th in the morning we ordered matters fo 
a-propoSf that we arrived at dinner-time at the houfe of a 
wealthy farmer, who was a captain in the militia, cora- 
pofed of his fellow peafants, or (as they are called) burghers. 
All fuch peafants as live in Roodezand, and the whole of 
that tradt of country that lies to the eaftward, are under 
the jurifdi^tion of Zwellendam, and are obliged, at a cer- 
tain time of the year, to appear before the landroft, and 
perform their exercife. This falls very heavy on fuch as 
Hve at a great diftance, fome of them dwelling, perhaps, 
five hundred miles off; on which account likewife, they 
frequently pretend impediments, or elfe fubmit to pay the 
fine at once. A ilill larger corps, compofed of the inha- 
bitants of Camdeboy Sneeuwbergy Bokkeoeldy Roggevetdy Ana*- 
maquay and the other places in that part of the country, 
are drawn up every year at Siellenbofcb, where the landroft, 
or lord-Meutenant of thefe diftri^s has his refidence. The 
burgeffy at the Cape, and the peafants from Tygerberg 
are drawn up in the town itfelf. In the vicinity of this 
farm the ^radaus^tnountaim ftretch away to the eaft, and 
upon one part of them is fituated Groot P^aders-bo/cb, in 
tile evening we lay at the farm called Krofs-rwiery juft by 
the fide of the wood, in order to be near at hand for the 
purpofe of botanizing. 

This wood contained a great nurnber of beautiful tall 
trees> the major part of which, however, being out of 
bloom, it could not be afcertained what fpecies they were of. 
Moft of thofe which I examined were entirely unknown 
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»775- to the botanifts, and, probably, great part of the remainder 
K,/^nJ are under the fame predicament. It is, therefore, to be 
wifhed, that a botanift had an opportunity of remaining in 
this place the whole year throughout. 

Beams, planks for flooring, and timber for the con* 
<lru6tion of waggons, are fetched from hence both by the 
farmers and by government. Many forts of fhrubs and 
bulhes in fome places, particularly by the fide of the wood, 
fill up the interfaces between the larger trees, and render 
the foreft impervious. Among thefe, feveral forts of prickly 
afparagufes deferve to be remarked, as well as a new fpedes 
of callopbyllum ; which, from its catching, like the thorn- 
bufli, faft hold of the traveler with its hooked prickles,; 
and keeping him from purfuing his journey, is commonly 
called here wakt sen heetjcj ovjlop a bit. 

On the loth, in our way from hence, we had the mif- 
fortune to wander aftray on horfeback till a confiderable 
time after midnight. Being but lightly clad, we were al- 
moft frozen to death, when we arrived at a farm near 
Slangen-rivier ; where, however, we had like to have waited 
in the open air till the morning, as the miftrefs of the 
houfe, who was left at home with her female flave only, 
did not much care (without taking a long time to confider of 
the matter) to give houfe-room to travellers Ho totally un- 
known to her as we were. Indeed, it was only by the 
barking of the dogs, that we had been enabled to difcover 
this farm in the dark. The next morning we had the 
pleafure to fee, that our Hottentots were arrived with the 
waggon at the diftance of a couple of gim-lhots from the 
farm, and were taking the oxen out of the team on a 
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plain near a crofs road. They gave us to underfland* that 177?- 
they had got thither fome time after us, by a different by- tSrv./ 
road. The country round about was jextremely dry and 
arid, and fcarcely a vernal bloflbm was to be feen. The 
reafon of this was, the univerfal want of rain, which was 
every where complained of that fpring. At this place 
there had been no rain for feveral days before ; and yet 
the trees in Groot Vaders-bofcb had, as forefts ufually de^ 
attra<Sled yapour from the clouds, and rain fufficient to 
water them. 

. This day I had no fmall pleafure in feeing, for the firft 
time, fome Hottentots riding their oxen. They rode pretty, 
hard over hills and dales ; and my hoftefs told me, that if 
I was there when they came back, I fhould fee them gal- 
loping neck or nothing ; as they were then going to drink, 
out feveral wagers at a neighbour's of her's, a farmer, who-- 
flie faid, had fo little confcience, as for the fake of a very 
trifling gain, to lead the poor pagans, by means of his- 
brandy, into riot, intemperance, and excefles of all kinds,. 
She moreover gave the Hottentots the chara<5ter of uling. 
the brute creation, and particularly the oxen they rode,, 
very cruelly. Befide this inftance, I have feen feveralr 
others, which confirmed this renwrk of her's ; but am apt 
to believe it applies belt to fuch of them as have, in a great 
meafure, departe I from their original fimplicity, in confe- 
quence of their intercourfe with the Ghriftians. 

The faddle-oxen muft be tamed and broke in while 
they are calves. For this purpofe, a hole is bored through 
the griftle of the nofe, large enough to hold- a wooden pin,, 
to both ends of which the rope is fattened, that ferves. 
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^'wmber ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ bridle to guide the animal with. The 
^yysJ faddle confifts of a fheep-lkin folded up together, and 
fattened by a rope round the fore part of the ox's body. 
Thefe oxen are by the colonifts called pack-oxen, they 
being alfo ufed for carrying packs and burthens : the name 
is likewife very fuitable to them on another account, which 
is, that the Hottentots very frequently ride, feveral of them 
together, upon one ox. There is an order of government, 
which ordains that no Hottentot fliall be in pofleffion of a 
horfe ; in confequence of which, it is faid, that a Hotten- 
tot, who was very fond of hunting, trained one of his pack- 
oxen to run with fuch fpeed, as to be able to hunt elks 
with it, and abfolutely run them down. In general, the 
way that the Hottentots have of eluding this prohibition, 
is to pafs their horfes off for borrowed, which in fa6t they 
have bought at a high price, or got in the way of barter, 
or elfe to pretend to have them for fale on fbme Chriftian's 
account. Another law of government prohibits all Chri{^ 
tians, tinder pain of being whipped and branded, to buy, 
or otherwife acquire the pofleffion of, any animal belonging 
to a Hottentot. - The reafon of this is, that government 
having ufe for thefe animals itfelf, chufes to have the 
benefit of this kind of traffic : the Hottentots, for a bottle 
of brandy and a roll of tobacco a foot or two long, 
with about a quarter of a rixdollar*s worth of fmall copper 
beads, generally felling a fpare ox, worth at leaft 
five or iix rixdoUars. What makes them content with 
fo low a price is, that the faftor for government (who 
is generally the corporal in Riet Valley) is their only chap- 
man; and befides gives them to underftand, that this 
7 traffic 
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traffic is a kind of tax^ which is laid every third year „ '775- 
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on the Hottentot nation. The irrefiftible attraflions of V».rYx> 
brandy, likewife, do not a little contribute on this occa- 
fion, to induce the obftinate and headftrong Hottentot tc 
part with his property. 

About noon we went to pay a vilit to the community of 
Hottentots aflembled on this fpot, who received us very 
friendly, and invited us to drink fome of their fack-milk ; 
which, I believe, nobody could have tafted, that had 
not been as thirfly, and at the fame time as curious as. 
we. We faw then our greafy, (though poffibly happy) 
hoftefs open a leathern bag, that would hold about fix 
gallons, and which was made of an undrefled calf's-fkin 
taken off entire, with the hairy fide turned inwards, in. 
the manner I mentioned above on another occafion, andt 
at the fame time lade fome milk out of it with a wooden, 
ladle,) the only one they had, and which, though it 
wais what we drank out of, the dirtieft kitchen-wench 
ia Sweden would have been perfedlly aftiamed of. But we 
were told, that fweet milk was unwholefome, and that 
therefore they always mixed it With the clouted milk in 
the leathern bag. They likewife aflured us, that all this 
xnilky thus mixed every day with frefh, to fupply the 
place of what had^ been ufed^ might be kept for marty- 
weeks as good as ever, without their having the leiaft oc-- 
cafioh to give theihfelves the trouble of looking aifter it,, 
or' of cleaning the bag in- which it was kiept. The tafte of 
it refeinbfed that of a fyilabub. By way of acknowledg- 
ment, we gave our hofts a roll of- tobacco about fix inches 

long,, 
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»77^ ich they feemed to conlider as a very magnificent 

A few gun^fliots from hence was feen an uncommonly 
large hut of a conic form. We were told, that in it there 
lived the Hottentot-Captain Rundganger. I then afked 
my hoft, whether he belonged to the Captain's company, or 
was under his command ? To which he anfwered, with a 
fly farcaftic fmile, that the command of a Hottentot Cap- 
tain extended no farther than to his wife and children ; and 
that, in fadt, he might with equal propriety be called Ma- 
jor, or what elfe you pleafe. Captain, fays he, is merely 
an empty title, formerly bellowed^ by the regency at the 
Cape on fbme princes and patriarchs of the Hottentots, and 
particularly on fuch, as had diitinguiihed themfelves by 
their fidelity to their allies, by betraying their countrymen, 
•or by performing fome other remarkable fervice. They 
have likewife had a Dutch fumame, together with a com- 
mander's ftaff, beftowed upon them ; and both thefe, like 
letters patent of nobility, have afterwards defcended in the 
wzy of inheritance to their fons. On the other hand, it 
is required of the Captain, that he Ihall be a fpy on the 
other Hottentots ; and when fearch is made after a deferter, 
he is invefted by the regency at the Cape with the chief 
authority, and confequently trouble, throughout the whole 
of the bufinefs. 

On the receipt of this information, which iince has been 
confirmed to me by feveral others, we haftened hence, in or- 
der to pay our refpeAs to a man of fo ancient and princely 
a family as Rundganger. The patriarch was at that time 
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fitting and funning himfelf before the door of his tent, and se\ember 
in this pofture waited till we came up to him, in order to 
receive us. He was fomewhat above forty years of age, 
and of fuch an emimpoint, as I never faw before nor fince 
in one of his nation. This was in all probability occafioned 
by his great fuperiority of wealth in the article of cattle, 
by which means he could Uve better than another, and 
at the fame time lead a more indolent fife, void of care and 
anxiety. By means of a little tobacco, and other trifling 
civilities, (hewn a-propos to this illuftrious family, we in 
a manner gained his confidence. He could not forbear 
(though with fome degree of caution and in gentle terms) 
making complaints of the Dutch, as unjuft invaders of the 
Hottentots territories. For want of ftrength and power, (he 
faid) thefe latter were now no longer in a condition to with- 
fi:and their encroachments ; almoft every day fome Hottentot 
or other being obliged to remove with his cattle, whenever 
the pafture he was in pofleflion of, happened to fuit a co- 
lonift. The Hottentot Captains had, indeed, formerly, 
been left undifturbed in their pofleffions ; but now they 
had likewife elbowed him, though a Captain, out of a 
more eligible fituation; and even began to grudge him 
the meagre and parched fields he was in pofleflion of 
nearer the fea-fliore ; notwithftanding that they were ex- 
tremely dangerous for flieep and cattle, both on account 
of the unhiealthinefs of the fituation, and its being expofed 
to the incurfions of wild beafts. He likewife complained 
of his own countrymen, that now they could feldom agree 
among themfelves, and were all particularly envious of 
him.; fo that he could not venture to fell a fupernumerary 
Vol. I. I i ox 
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their countrymen; and I think it cannot be denied, but 
that a certain degree of ambition is ablblutely requifite 
in the Hottentot people, in order to convert t^eir craals 
into more polilhed and laborious communities; in like 
manner as this fame paflion, on the other hand, may be 
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carried to fuch a height in civilized nations, as to make g^'^^s- 
them degenerate again into their priftine inactivity and \,^^y>j 
floth, and produce all the evils naturally confequent on 
fuch an alteration of manners. 

Henceforward it would be too tedious and prolix, and 
indeed unneceflary, to give an account of every day fepa- 
rately, juft as I wrote it down in my journal : as by that 
means, remarks not diffimilar to the preceding might 
chance to occur very frequently. From what has been 
already defcribed, it will perhaps eafily be imagined, that 
our expedition confifted for the greater part of daily vexa- 
tions, anxiety, and difficulties, very moderate pleafures, 
and trifling difcoveries, the relation of which would by no 
means intereft the generality of readers. I Ihall therefore 
make feparate mention of certain days only, throwing all 
together, in a promifcuous manner, fuch occurrences as 
happened on the reft. 

We continued our route, paffing over Duyvenboeks-rivier, 
and taking the upper road through Kafferkuyls-rivier, and 
fo on through Gaurits-rivier. From thence through a 
green vale, called Honing-klip- (Honey-rock) ; from this 
place to and from Mqffel-bay, then over Klein and Groot 
Brak-riviers into Houtniquas land, as far as is indicated by 
the dots on the map. 

Perhaps it may not be abfolutely without ufe to remark 
in this place, that at Dt^enboeks-rivier we firft faw the 
dorn boom, or tree called mimofa nUotica, which produces 
the gumtirabic. The river juft mentioned is deep, and 
has rather a ftrong current. ProfeflbrTHUNBERo (it is faid) 
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>775- in ndinja: over it, mifled the ihalloweft part, and was in 

September. /• . • j j 

OvSi^ danger of being drowned. 

Brooge and Natte (dry and wet) riviers were now both 
dried up. Kafferkuyls- or Palmit-rivier, was ftiU tolerably 
broad at the upper ford, and overgrown with palmites. 
The water, indeed, was dried up in moft places ; but, on 
the other hand, our oxen were obliged to drag the waggon 
through a mafs of mud, that reached up to their beUies ; 
and we fhould certainly, with our ordinary equipment, 
have Jftuck faft in it, if a farmer had not lent us his bajlard- 
' Have to drive the waggon over. This fellow had fuch an 
incomparable knack of whipping the oxen up without in- 
termiflion, that they had not the leaft opportunity to flinch 
from the bulinefs. 

Vatfcbe-rivkr (/. e, Falfe-river) is an infignificant ftream ; 
but the great quantity of butter-milk, which the farmer 
dwelling on its banks threw out here by pail-fulls, made a 
ftream of Ibme importance, notwithftanding that five or fix 
large dogs had previoufly drank their fwill of it, not to 
mention what had been confumed in the family. The 
^mer at this place was one of the greater farmers called 
graziers, whofe whole income depended on grazing cattle. 
The milk was coUeded together iroto the milkings of two> 
three,, or more days, and kept in a tub till they had an 
opportunity of churning it; which Aey ufiially did every 
other or every third day^ at leaft part of it,, in a veflel that 
would contain between one and two hogftieads^. The chum-- 
ftaff" was raifed and wrought by no lefs than two^ and ibme- 
times four people,, in the. fame, way as the handle of. a. 
common pump. 

bv 
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In this colony the people are neither notable enough, nor ^ 1775, 
indeed is it much worth their while, to prefs out all the but- 
ter, which might be feparated from their milk, as they do 
with us; on which account, like wife, I always found their 
butter-milk greafy and rank in comparifon with ours. 

Hardly any body here troubles himfelf with fatting 
hogs, and this is the reafon that they are fo lavifh of their 
butter-milk. Thofe farmers who have a tolerable fliare 
of pafture ground and cattle, make from one thoufand eight 
hundred to three thoufand five hundred pounds of butter 
in a year. This quantity is carried to the Cape in one or. 
two joumies, and is fold at the rate of from three to fix 
ftivers a pound. 

The townVpeople, that buy up this butter, fell the 
greater part of it ' again to the fhips, at a profit of from 
twenty to one hundred per cent. The more wealthy farmers 
derive this farther advantage from their grazing farms, that 
every other, or every third year, they can difpofe of eight 
or ten oxen, ibme to the butchers, others to the people that 
carry wood between the town and ihore, and others again 
to other farmers that live nearer to the Cape ; and having 
lefs room for grazing cattle, and a readier vent for their 
wine and meal, fubfift entirely by cultivating the earth. 
Thefc graziers, likewife, derive an income more or lefs 
ccHifiderable from the £ale of weathers. A number of 
thefe, from twenty to one hundred, they difpofe of yearly, . 
at the rate of from fix fchellings to a dollar the head, , 
Dutch money. With all this, the vender needs not to ftir 
out of his own houfe; as the butchers men go about,, 
buying them up^ and afterwards drive them in Bocks con- 
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Se'tember ^^^^S ^^ fevcral hundrcds, and fometimes even thoufands, 
\^v^ to the llaughter-houfes at the Cape, about the times when 
the fleets are chiefly expedted. A great number oF the 
peafants in this country are termed grazing farmers or gra- 
ziers, the chief, and fometimes the whole of their income, 
depending on their breeding of Iheep. One of thefe gra- 
ziers will, perhaps, be mafter of one, two, or even three 
thoufand Iheep at a time. This is no unufual circumftance, 
particularly in the very dry parched plains in this country ; 
iuch as the Catndebo, Rogge- and Bokke-velden, (fields or 
plains) the great Carrows, &c. all which, taken together, 
and including feveral fmaller tradts of land, are, from their 
qualities, diftinguilhed by the colonifls by the name of 
•Carrffw-veld, 
..^ Of thefe tracts of land, as well as of thofe called by the 

/ C ' , coloniils Zuure and Zoete^ it may be neceflary here to give 

i^arrez^^' ^ ^ morc accurate defcription. The Carrow-fields, (taking the 

word in its moft extenfive ifignification) are horridly parched 
up and arid. In thefe parts, during the whole fummer, 
or the warmer part of the year, there hardly falls a drop 
of rain. The ground is as dry and bare of grafs as a high 
road ; and the Ihrubs on it are, to all appearance at leaft, 
dried up, and in a languiftiing flate. The earth, which at 
moft times bears an arid meagre appearance, and at this time 
particularly, is, in the manner juft mentioned, diverted of 
all its lively verdure, looks naked, and being withal full of 
clefts and chinks in different places, feems quite languifh- 
ing with drought and thirft. Lofty and barren moun- 
tains of granite, frequently to all appearance rich in iron 
ore, furround thefe lands on all fides. The fun too 
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fcorches the traveller tip with its refle<Sted rays, and the g^^'^^^: 
ground almoft bums him through the foles of his fhoes. V^v>>/ * 
In a Ihort time totally relaxed, enervated and weak, he 
finds himfelf bathed in fweat, and at the fame time as 
thirfty as the obje<5ts by which he is furrounded ; whilft he 
is fatiated even to difguft with viewing the defolatenefs of 
the vegetable kingdom^ and the refledlions which fuch a 
fight tends to infpire. In winter, or the colder feafon, on 
the other hand, there falls on the Carrow-velden a great 
quantity of rain, while the thunder daily and even hourly 
rolls with loud tremendous peals in the furrounding moun^ 
tains. The clouds, which during this are colle<Sted almofl 
inftantaneoufly, fall down again in heavy fliowers, that, 
deluge both the hills and the plains.. The earth,, by this* 
means refrelhed, quickly receives the feeds and roots com- 
mitted to its care, and particularly the fucculent plants, 
which in a peculiar manner delight in thi§ kind of foil. 
Upon this they ibon become verdant, and throw out their 
tender bloflbms, clothing the ground with a fummer garb,^. 
in the very depth of winter,^ in all the fplendor of magnifi- 
cence and beauty ». 

The fucculent plants with -which Flora- at this time thus- 
decks herfelf,. while ftie feems to deviate from the regular 
order of the. feafbns, are chiefly the following; feveral 
forts of mefembryantbemums, which grow in clullers, with 
white, red, blue, but moftly yellow- flowers; crajpulai- 
with red flowers; befides; various fpecies. of. cotyledons^:, 
JiapeliaSj and .eupborbiai. 

All thefe,^ nay, the very, tops of the euphorbias are eatea 
by the flieepi which even gyow extremely fat upon them;, 

but. 
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»775« but, as in fummer they have nothing elfe to fupport them- 
Cnrv-' felves with, they content themfelves with browzing on the 
Ihrubs and bulhes ; and notwithftanding this, do not by any 
means fare ill. The larger kinds of cattle cannot make fo 
good a fhift with mere fhnibs, but are obliged to feek for 
reeds and other green vegetables in the rivers ; for which 
reafon, wh,en the inhabitants of the Carrow live in fituations 
convenient for it, they remove in the fummer up to the ridges 
of mountains and hills, where they find the ufual fummer 
climate, with rain at intervals, plenty of grafs, and cool 
refrelhing breezes. In the winter, it is faid both to hail 
and fnoW on divers of the mountains ; on which account 
the colonifts leave them at that time, in order to enjoy in 
the CarroWy or lower fituations, the benefit of a mild winter, 
accompanied with rain and a delightful verdure, as I have 
defcribed it above. Allured by the fame advantages, the 
wild harts or gazels likewife come down into the plains, 
and are followed by the beafls of prey. To the different 
forts of com the Carrow climate is fo far unfavourable, 
that in cafe they are fowed in th'e winter or the rainy 
feafon, they are (as I have been informed by the inhabi- 
tants, who have made riiany attempts of the kind) apt to 
be rotted by the too great abundance of water; and if 
put into the ground in fummer, they cannot fpring up 
on account of the great drought. Notwithftanding all 
thefe natural difadvantages, however, to the honour of the 
forecaft and diligence of man in a ftate of civilization be 
it fpoken, one very frequently fees, even in the parched 
and dry Carrow plains, fields of com, kitchen-gardens, 
and vineyards, verdant and flourifhing in the highefk de- 
3 gree; 
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gree ; while the wild plants around them die, or languiih c.'^''^- 
with drought. This remarkable appearance proceeds 
from the water being brought down at pleafure from the 
neareft mount^s, and carried all over their fields and 
plantations. 

What are termed by the coloriifts the Zuure-velden, or 
Sour-fieldSy are fuch as lie fomewhat higher and cooler 
than the Ihore, and thus are better fupplied with rain than 
the other plains ; which, however, abound more in grafs. 
The different forts of grafs here are Hkewife perennial, and 
coarfer than thofe of the former ; at the fame time that 
their blades have a hairy roughnefs in them, and are 
broader. The cattle in thefe tradts of country are fome- 
what given to chew unwholefome fubftances, fuch as thongs 
of leather, chalk, and bones ; and are even accuftomed, in 
default of every thing eUe of the kind, to gnaw each others 
horns. This circumftance, which feems to denote an acid 
in the ftomach of the cattle, may, probably, have given 
occaflon to the appellation beftowed on thefe pldns. Some 
of the Caffre plains are faid likewife to poflefs this acid' 
quality in fo high a degree, as to occafion the cattle at 
night, when ihut up in their flails, to gnaw each other's 
homs,^ by which means their horns have the appearance 
of carved work ; a circumftance which ought, therefore, 
by no means to be afcribed, as it has been, folely to the 
ingenuity and manual operations of the Caffre herdf- 
men. 

To conclude, with refpe6t to. the Zuure-velden it is re- 
marked by the colonifts, that there is lefs milk in propor- 
tion, but more as well as better butter than in the Zoeter 

Vo L. I. K k - velderiy 
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1775- veMeny though in thefe latter places the cattle get fatter^ 
^^^^^* By the Sweet-ifields {Zoete-velden) are meant fuch places as 
do not correfpond to the defcriptions given above of ther 
Zuure and Carrow-veld. Such fpots as are low, rather 
fandy, and lie near the ftiore, are given as inftances of 
. the Zoete plains ; and as Zuure again are Honing-klip, 
Houtniquas-land, and the greater part of Lange-klbof and 
CaflFre-land. 

For the purpofe of feeding ftieep, the Carrow is con- 
fidered,as the beft land, and the Zuure-^elden the leaft, if at 
all, fit^ For cattle it has been found to anfwer better, when 
they could be removed oflf and on from one of thefe kinds 
of land to the other. The conftant and unequivocal expe- 
rience of the colonifts, with regard to this point, agrees witl> 
the refult of the practice of the Hottentots \ though this, in^ 
fadt,. has its origin almoft entirely in prejudice ; for as foon 
as any of them,, or of their cattle, fall lick and die, or any 
other misfortune happens to, or even only threatens them, 
they immediately remove their ftation. This, perhaps^ 
is one of the principal caufes that the cattle of the Hotten- 
tots, in fome meafure, keep up to their original flandard ; 
whilft,,on the contrary, thofe of the Chriftians degenerate 
to a fmaller race ; and that chiefly in thofe parts which lie 
nearer to the Cape, and therefore have been longer inha-^ 
bited and cultivated. 

It has likewife been remarked,, beyond a Ihadow of; 
doubt, that fuch places as before abounded in grafs, andi 
were very fertile in corn and the produce of the kitchens- 
garden, are now fallen ofFconfiderably ; fo that it is fearedj^ 
that they mult in a Ihort time be given up,. The. rJbmoceros-^ 
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bufli (a fpecies oijioebe) a dry ilirub, which is otherwife ^"^y^- 
ufed to thrive on barren trails of land, now begins to ^Jv>J 
encroach more and more on fuch places as have been 
thoroughly cleared and cultivated. When I aiked the 
country people the reafon of this, they would lay the 
blame on their fins. Their confciences, probably, inform- 
ed them, that there was great reafon for fo doing. One 
of their fins which moft merited this punifhment, as 
having contributed moft to the evil, might, in this cafe, 
be reckoned their want of knowing how to drefs properly 
the foil they occupied, and to manage it to the beft ad- 
vantage. As grounds that are newly broken up are, in 
every country, and in all parts of the world, more fertile 
than they can be expedted to be after fome time, it is no 
wonder, that the lands in Africa at prefent require more 
drefling and manuring than the colonifts think proper to 
beftow on them ; but which is abfolutely neceflary, in 
order to keep them up in that degree of heart and ftrength 
which they have before, during a period of many ages* 
had time to acquire. 

In dire(St contradi<5tion to the cuftom and example of the 
original inhabitants the Hottentots, the colonifts turn their 
cattle out conftantly into the fame fields, and that too in 
a much greater quantity than ufed to graze there in the time 
of the Hottentots ; as they keep not only a number fuffi- 
cient for their own ufe, but likewife enough to fupply the 
more plentiful tables of the numerous inhabitants of Cape 
Town, as well as for the victualling of the fliips in their 
paflage to and from the Eaft-Indies with frefli, and even 
with falted provifions. In confequence of the fields being 
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Septtmber *^^^ Continually grazed off, and the great increafe of the 
^•v-^ cattle feeding on them, the graffes and herbs which thefe 
animals moft covet are prevented continually more and 
more from thriving and taking root ; while, on the con- 
trary, the rbinoceros-huih, which the cattle always pafs by 
and leave untouched, is fuffered to take root free and un- 
molefted, and encroach on the place of others : fo that this 
ought to appear the lefs ftrange to the colonifts, as this 
punifhment for their fins (as they call the rJbmoceros-hu(h,) 
together with feveral other dry barren ihrubs and bufhes, is 
found in greater abundance than any where elfe near their 
farms, the place where the catde are chiefly ufed to feed. 
Notwithftanding thefe inconveniencies, the colonifts remain 
immoveable in their ftone and brick houfes, and attached 
to the foil ; while, on the contrary, the Hottentots (and this 
was particularly the cafe in former times) on the leaft panic 
remove their huts and cattle to another place, fo that the 
grafs is no where eaten off too clofe. Together with this 
diminution of pafturage, there is another circumftance 
which contributes not a little to the degeneracy of the breed 
of the cattle here ; this is, that the calves, on account of 
the great quantity of butter made, (which never was the 
cafe with the Hottentots) are reared with lefs milk than 
formerly. In the mean time, if they go on in this man- 
ner, the prefage of the country people may chance to prove 
true, viz. that many fpots which are now inhabited and 
cultivated, muft be reKnquiftied and fuffered to lie wafte* 
But it -may likewife happen, that time and reft may at 
length reftore to the foil the heart and ftrength, which the 
colonifts have deprived it of; and that the grafs and herbage^ 
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after they have been (haded and prote^Sted by the fhrubs ^77s^ 
and bufhes, and, by undergoing a kind of putrefaction, \!^rrsj' 
have made themfelves a foil more fertile and better adapted 
to their nature, may in their turn, have an opportunity of 
extruding thefe latter. It is alfo not improbable, that the 
game, finding more fecurity from the fportfmen here than 
formerly, may refort hither in great numbers : and it is 
well known, that in feeding they make a more equal divi- 
llon between the grafs and bufhes than the ordinary cattle 
do ; nay, it may happen, that the gazel's dung and other 
accidental circumftances, which people here have neglected 
to make trial of, may come to extirpate the rhmoceros-'huih 
in its turn. The animals which occur only in Africa are, 
in my opinion, as much defigned for the plants peculiar 
to this climate, as the plants are for the animals. The 
rein-deery for inftance, an animal deftined by nature for 
the climate of Lapland, and for the mofs with which it is 
covered, by botanifts called lichen rangiferinus^ (or rein-deer 
liverwort) is in that place domefticated with the greateft 
advantage ; where, howevexj oxen would thrive very ill. 
The elk^ another of nature's kind prefents to our climate, 
was formerly confidered as a fit fubjedt for the chafe only, 
(which, in fadt, was the chief employment of moft na- 
tions, and even of the moft favage) till our more confi- 
derate countrymen and truly zealous patriots, the Barons 
Alstroemmer, by propofing premiums and by other 
methods, endeavoured to make this ftately, ftrong, and 
fwift-footed animal likewife domeftic, and thereby more 
ferviceable to the country it inhabits. Induced by thefe 
examples, the African colonifts ought to take it into ferious 
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Sc'ttmber <^nfideration, whether by extirpating the game, they are 
v^r^ not in reality laying wafte their country, and rendering it 
a mere defert. 

It is faid, that a farmer once attempted to deftroy and 
extirpate all the rhinoceros-bulhes on his lands by fire, but 
that they afterw^ards grew up again more vigorous than 
ever; fo that, as well with refpedt to the eflfe<5ts,jof the 
induftry of man as to the more immediate operations of 
nature, it is not at all unlikely, that future ages may fee 
this part of Africa entirely changed and different from what 
it is at prefent. 

Gaurits-rivier is likewife called Gouds-rivier, probably, 
from the refemblance in found between thefe two words ; 
or elfe from the latter word being more eafy to pronounce, 
and not with any reference to go/d, to which it might 
otherwife feem to allude. This river, which, farther to 
the northward, is likewife called Olifant's-rivier, is one of 
the moft confiderablie in this part of Africa : and though 
it was at that time in a great meafure dried up, there was 
yet a ftrong current, and it was dangerous to ford over, as 
it was not only very broad and pretty deep at the fording- 
place, but made a particular bend there ; fo that we Ihould 
have been badly off, if we had not fortunately happened 
to have been told of it in good time. 

The banks of the river were extremely high arid quite 
perpendicular, excepting juft at the place where the paf- 
fage was. The water fometimes fwells fb fuddenly and 
unexpectedly as to come unawares upon travellers, even 
while they are pafling over it, and either drown them or 
carry them out to fea, A peafant, who fome time before 
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made a halt at night near the ford of this river, had, by sc^UIicr 
an unexpedted flooding, been walhed away and loft, with V-<o?xJ 
his wife and children, and the waggon in which they 
were fleeping. 

The caufe of thefe fudden floods is partly the hafty 
melting of the fnow on the various high mountains which 
lie to the northwards, and partly the falling of heavy rains 
in the extenfive Carrow-Hjd^^ lying to the north of this 
fpot ; in which plain Olifanfs or Gaurits^riviery by means 
of divers fmall branches, has its fource, as is partly Ihewa 
in the map. 

Going from Gaurtts^rivier^ and afterwards from Honing^ 
klipy which is a narrow vale, we kept to the right, in order 
to get to MoJ/el-bayy and fo over the Brak rivers to the Hout- 
niquas forefts ; we having been particularly advifed not to 
go as yet to Lange- kloofs as, on account of a great drought 
and deficiency of rain then fubfifting in thofe parts, our 
cattle would run the rilk of being famifhed. 

The Brak rivers have got this appellation from the 
quality of their waters, which are brackifli orfaltifli^ in: 
confequence of the fea coming up into them, and occafion- 
ing in the cattle which are not ufed to them a troublefome 
diarrhoea. Of this circumftance I was ignorant, and con- 
fequently my oxen were attacked with this complaint ; by 
which they were fb much debilitated, that I was obliged 
to leave my waggon on a hill, till a peafant in* Houtniquas^ 
drove thither with a team of his oxen to bring it ofi*. 

Juft below the farm that lies to the weft ward of little 
Brak-rivierj and is called Geelbeks-valley^ there is a tradlof 
about two^thirds of an acre of land, which is always barepf 
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1775- plants, and in part covered with a hoar froft. This was 
C^JxJ miftaken by the colonifts for faltpetre, but was, in fa<a, 
nothing more than fine fea-falt. When this kind of hoar 
froft appeared in greater abundance than common, the 
neighbouring inhabitants looked on it as a certain fign of 
an impending fall of weather. 

I vifited Mojfel-bay on horfeback. This harbour, though 
it lies rather open to the eafterly winds, and is not re- 
forted to by ihips, except in cafes of extreme neceffity, 
might, however, in many refpeits prove very ufeful, Were 
it better known. 

On a ftone hereabouts is engraved an infcription as fol- 
lows : Captain Swenfinger, of the Danifh ihip theiTfOnr- 
Prinfefsy 1752. The inhabitants informed us, that tiie 
ftiip here alluded to had been driven in there by a ftorm 
and run aground; and that fome of the failors having 
fwam afhore and got a couple of lines, by means of them 
a ftout rope had been ftretched from the fliip's maft to the 
ftiore ; upon this, which thus had a Hoping direction given 
to it, a large metal ring was hung, to which every one of 
the crew feparately was tied faft, and Hid on fhore one 
after the other, when the ring was immediately brought 
back again to the (hip by means of a line. When the ftorm 
was over, part of the lading was faved, and taken to the 
Cape in waggons. The country people who lived neareft 
the fpot afllired me, that fhips would frequently traverfe at 
the mouth of the harbour, as though they were in fearch 
of the port, but could not rightly tell where to look for it. 
One in particular, was faid to have fired feveral guns as 
fignals of diftrefs, without venturing to enter it. The 
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reafon of this was fuppofed to be, that the place is eafilv . *77s. 
miftaken, as from the charts people are induced to look ^^v^jt. 
for an ifland here; which, however, is, in feft, nothing> 
more than a low inconiiderable rock,, which at flood lies 
for the greater part under water, and muft necefl&rily ap* 
pear to the fhips that are running, into it as if it was joined 
to the land ; and, indeed, it was partly this circumflance 
that was the occalion of Captain Swenfinger's^ misfortunes 
In fine, it is faid, that on the whole coaft between Falfe- 
bay and Mojfel-bay there is no anchorage to be found. In fa(SV, 
it feems as if government wUhed to keep navigatons in fome 
degree in the dark with reQ)e<5t to Mqffel-bayi as a pole with a 
flag on it, together with a ftore-houfe, which the captain 
of the Danifli veilel' had ere^ed there,< were taken down 
and deftroyed immediately after his departure from the 
place; and at the fame time, all buildings: prohibited 
within fight of the harbour. This condu<^ is certainly 
not founded on the Ibundeft policy; for a more ac- 
curate knowledge of Mqffel-bay, may be the future means 
of faving fome veffel, which may by ftrels of weather be 
forced to run into it. Being convinced of this from divers 
confiderations, and no one having given any defcription (at 
leaft in print) of this, harbour, I think it my dutyj, till 
farther inforrnation is given on this fubjeft,. to commimi*- 
cate the refult of my obfervation^ however imperfedt, 
vipon it. . There was not a boat to be found in the bay,. 
therefore I cannot give the foundings. By means of the 
compafs 1 had brought with me, I traced out. the fliore 
here,, having inveftigated it, partly on foot and partly on 
horfeback, as far as is indicated by the dots, in the map. 
The Danes who- ran aground here aflfured the inhabitantsv, 
VOL.U LL that 
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».77S* that tlxere ■wfas »a.good ia6dy l)6ttom "for anchtxrage; and 
^^!^^' that' the ifmall creek or mlet to the ibuth-weft, had depth 
of water fuffitient to contain a fliip. 

Fdr the pdurjxife of gcttiiig a<l:quainted With :the har-» 
hour, : fu|ipofing tbe ireader to have acquired a previonos 
knowledge ^f the 'latitude j and to have cmapsaed it with 
Ihe fhaaU portion th^ I have pricked down on my map, dt 
may Ukewife be of ufe to 'hhn to be informed, that 'the 
nohh, or north-Weft ftlore, is without any rocks orftone% 
heirig fcoihpofed of verdant hills : coverdd with iliriibsand 
hufties, excepting juft at each of the fpots, Vfh&re H^ft 
9xsdi''Kleine'Brak rivets etiipty themfelves; ;tixe ikid there- 
abouts having been raifed up to feme hei^it by tlire fea- 
winds, fo as to have encroached on the verdure of the 
pi^ofpeft. The foitth-^weft ihore, on the contrary, is' very 
ftony and mountainous ; though j uft at the water-Ude it i? 
iow, excepting at one platie, which, at a very finall diftance 
from the\vater, appears with a kHp-krans, as it is calkd, 
or arockyhill flat on the top> and perpendicular on the 
iide towards the fea. 

It is, probably, not difficult to land here with boats 
iri fair weather ; but at this time, the bay was greatly agi- 
tated by a wind from the fea; arid the height of the 
'watier, which continued even in the afternoon, prevented us 
fipom catching oyfters, which, we were informed, might 
otherwJfe haVe been met with at this place. Watering mvflft 
he a very tedious and laborious bufinefs, as things «re Situated 
here at prefent; for there is only one very inomdderable 
Till of frefli water here, which runs down into the above- 
-mentioned inlet, where the ^ichoring''place is; but at the 
-• 7 diftance 
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diftance of a few ftones throw from the ftrand, is the well- >775- 
fpring itfelf, of fuch a width and depth, as to give one C^^nji" 
reafon to fiippofe,. that one might fill with eafe a couple 
of hogflieads at a time wijth fpe^i, ^ar, qpd well-tafted 
water. By properly purifying this water,, and making a - 
conduit for it, there might pollibly be ftill an alteration 
made for tne bettey. iQideedi I Ijinow ^any inftai^es, where^ 
by digging a tofeirabiy dieejp pit neax* i more,, particularly 
if it were fandy, frelh water has been abfbrbed into the^ 
pit and filled it. This likewife renders credible an account 
fiiBt I iOM^ fsmiL feme peafen^ ioMRiiinS^i^y tti^it ht^iag: 
«n a huating pbrty near l&e ooioiitthj ioi Brak^ivier^ ixm 
Ipeing eaOtemely: Ihaiifly^ tthey vi&m. i^iduced) ta mflkev am 
cxperifaient,. andffick «;i»«d ;^ tiie depdi^ o£^^ »:foot aodi st 
kaj^'iota &e fond oearitke l)i>^'0| thidi&a» when, coii^ 
tnoy tp!titeiS'exp«datk«>miflio94ameii^y^utere«i»ab^ 
to fiidL Tip^ ilhroug^ the peed> a -ooti^^DtGisAjle -quaniiioy of 
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of Houtniquas, between the wood juft fpoken of and the 
{^a-fhore, there are extenfive plains of indifferent grafs. 
There are likewife in the vales near the fhore, fbme woody 
tracts of land and ftreams of frefh water ; fo that two far- 
mers have lately made a new fettlement here, who will 
find no difficulty in getting their livelihood, in the fame 
manner as the other farmers do, Who have fet themfelves 
down in the upper and more extenlive fide of the foreft, 
hy felling of timber, and at the fame time they may fow 
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com and rear cattle fufficient to anfwer the demands of >775. 
their families. The tra6t of country lying between Keerom ovo^ 
and Keurebooms-riviersy conftitutes the internal part of 
Houtniquas, and is faid to be almoft entirely covered with 
woods. Thi^ part I had no opportunity to vilit, and there- 
fore was obliged to be contented with putting down on the 
map the farms and rivers as well as I could conceive them 
firom an account, which, however, was not very accurate 
or diftin<5t, given me by a farmer, who had travelled a 
good deal in that diftridt. 

Keerom-rivier (or Turnabout-river) in which the finaller 
'rivers Zwart-rivier and Trakudiku meet, has obtained its 
name fcom. the drcumftance of the perfon who firft travelled 
this way, having been obliged to turn back at this river, 
on account of the denfe and almoft impenetrable forefts 
that grew every where by the iide af it. 

Keurebooms-rivier is perhaps fo called, after a tree of the 
fame name (xh&fopbora capenJiSy Linn.) On this kind of 
tree there is found a great quantity of gum, refembling 
that of the cherry-tree, but not fo adhefive. I have hardly 
ever feen a tree of this kind any where elfe, excepting a few 
at jBtfy Falfo and in Conjlantia diftri<5t. 

Algoa-bay is faid not to have been once vifited by the 
fiiips, fince Houtniquas has been inhabited and cultivated. 
It was thought, however, that the harbour was very fit 
for ufe, and convenient for procuring wood and water, of 
both which articles there is a great abundance. It is pretty 
much expofed to the fea-winds; though, on the other 
hand, the winds do not blow with fuch violence here as 
at the Cape. I could get no farther oral information with 
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another in Krakekammd) feem very well adapted for ufe^ 
at leaft for that of fmall craft, the Ihipping and naviga- 
tion between them and the Cape ought to be very coof 
iiderable. 

However cxtenfive the colony is, yet it cannot be ^on- 
lidered at prefent in any other light than that of a propor- 
tionably large but weakly and confumptive body, in which 
the circulation of trade is very flow and fluggifli; as between 
the more diftant members and the heart, or the internal 
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provinces and the Cape, there is only once a year a circu- ^g^H^l^ 
Jation. of commodities, by means of the ordinary waggons ; 
l)ut.if this body, thus half ftii^ed as it were, had air given 
to it, by opening all, tiie harbours, trade, manufactures, 
and agriculture would doiibtlefs have new life infufed into 
them. A farmer, forinftance, hasahimdred uurs* hard 
driving to get his timber from Mqffel^bay to xYicCape, and 
a {till longer and more laborious journey from Houtniquas„ 
The feventy or, eighty rixdollars he can get for a load of 
it, drawn by ten oxen, (including the felling of it and 
bringing.it in) hardly pay. him Jfor his time and trouble; 
but at the. fame time his conomodity comes to the town's- 
menat the Cape dear enough at that price ; as a fpar about 
twenty, feet in length. and one in diameter, cofts five rix- 
dollars^ andfo: in proportion, for boards and planks. Froni 
hence it may eafily be.in^aginiedy that building is ex- 
tremely expenfive at the. Cape; and that confequenlly 
many people muft fet themfidves down content without 
thofe conveniendes of life, .for which, however, the coun* 
try has fufficient materials. The farmer muift, therefore^ 
necejOfarily buy agdn, at £b .much a dearer rate, his own 
timber, .wrought up into caiks, waggons, and other 
neccffary articles.of joinery work ; as he is obliged to take 
them all the way by land to and from the Cape, merely to 
have the iron work put on them, fuppoling even that in 
other leipedis he is able, or has proper tools for making them 
at home. The company itfelf, therefore, is likewife forced 
to allot feveral public buildings at the Gape for ftore-houfes> 

. • For an explaaation of this wdrd, fee page 132. 
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«775- and to have the greater part of its timber brought front 
K^i>j Bafaviaf and fome of it dire6tly from Europe ; in which- 
latter place, as is well known, it muft be paid for in fpede ; 
by which means the nation fuflfers a great lofs, inafmuch 
as the colony adlually has within itfelf at Sitjicamma a thick 
impervious foreft, from whence the belt kinds of trees, 
many of them indeed very rare in Europe, ought to be, 
and in fa(St might with eafe, and to the great advantage of 
the company, be fetched for fale. By a navigation efta- 
blilhed between the above-mentioned ports, not only would 
the transportation of timber be facilitated, but likewife of all 
other articles produced in the country. The farmers, who^ 
for inftance, might put their com and butter on board of 
barges in Krakekamma-'bayy would by that means avoid a 
journey of four hundred uurs over land (including both 
going and returning) which generally takes them up feve- 
ral weeks. Every peafant for fuch a journey as this has 
two or three Hottentots, one to lead the oxen, and either 
one or two to drive the fpare team ; befides whichy his wife 
often goes with him, either for the purpofe of having her 
children baptized at the Cape, or die for fear of being at- 
tacked by the Hottentots in her hufband*s abfencc. Thus, 
taking it at the Ibweft, and reckoning only three perfons 
and twenty oxen for thirty days, it Hands a great many 
farmers in ninety days work of a man, and fix hundred of 
an ox, in order to make one turn with their butter to 
market, and fo in proportion for fuch as are lefs diftant. 
Hence it is evident, that many thoufand days work are 
unneceflarily loft and thrown away every year on the roads 
leading to the Cape, whichy by means of the navigation 
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I fpeak of, might be much more profitably beftowed on the 3^^^^^, 
orchards and the vineyards, the com fields and the paftures. L/vL/ 
Induftry, trade, and wealth, would in that cafe flow of 
themfelves, as it were, into their now deferted harbours^ 
and convert them into marts, and, perhaps, even ftaple 
towns* 

Flax is faid not to thrive well in this climate ; but hempt 
.which is cultivated both by the Hottentots and the colonifts 
merely for the purpofe of replenilhing the pipes of the for-' 
mer with it inftead of tobacco, I have feen fucceed very 
well, and in a vigorous ftate ; confequen^ly, were there 
any induftry in this part of the world, the people in tho 
country, as well as thofe in the town, might work it up 
into Iheeting, facking, fail-cloth, cordage, and other com- 
modities, to their own manifeft advantage and that of th^ 
company; or, in one word, with a great fa ving to the 
whole nation. 

Manufadtories of every kind might likewife be efta- 
bUflied at thefe harbours and other fuitablc places: for 
inftance, for the purpofe of working up the wool of the 
country, (which is now quite thrown away,) at lead into 
coarfe cloth and ftockings; thefe being at prefent bought 
at a very dear rate by the company, for the ufe of its 
flaves and the garrifon* 

The towns-people, indeed, and farmers of the colony, 
get the woollen' goods they want at a rather cheaper rate 
from the (hips belonging to foreigners ; but likewife by 
that means, pay in a manner a heavier tax to the ftranger 
than to the company ; which, however, might get a fum 
equal and even fuperior to this, if it bought up the wool 
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'77^5; of the country's produce on its own account, and, aftet rtia^ 
nufadluring it, fold the goods fo manufaftured at a reafon- 
able price. I did not find more than one' farmer who knew 
how to turn his wool to any account. This was a German^ 
who taught his wife and female flaves to fpin it, and 
make tolerably fine ftockings of it. On the other hand, I 
have feen many of the farmers, that lived at a great diftance 
from the town, go without ftockings and with coats patched • 
at the elbows, though at the fame time they were in pof- 
feffion of feveral hundred Iheep. This proceeded as much 
from the dearnefs of woollen commodities, as from their 
diftance from the town ; and it is for the fame reafon, that 
the yeomen in fome places here and there in Roggeveld^ let 
their children run about juft like the Hottentots, with 
nothing but a iheep-fkin hanging over their ftioulders, and 
without a rag of linen on their backs* 

For want of artizans and mechanics, many of the more 
diftant farmers are obliged to make and mend their own 
Ihoes and clothes, as well as they can, themfelves ; and 
make Ihift with a few cracked veflels of earthen-ware, 
which they have been fo lucky as to bring whole and 
undamaged all the way home from the Cape, for the ufe 
of their houfliold# 

There is not a Ihadow of doubt, but that the colony is 
able to maintain all the artizans and manufa6turers it has 
occafion for. The tradls of country neareft to the Cape 
have, on account of the greater vent they have for their 
commodities, not only been able to cultivate wine and com 
fuflBlcient for their own ufe and that of the town, but like- 
wife in fuch quantities, as to fend a great deal to Europe 
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and the Ifle de France. In proportion might the culture ^77^* 
of the lands be increafed round about the harbours above- \^^^^^ 
mentioned, or other marts properly lituated for the pur- 
pofe. Thoufands of plots of land, which, on account of 
the long way it is from them to the Cape, are now left in 
their original ftate, would by this means produce as much 
corn and wine, as would be fufficient to exchange with 
the wares of the artificers and trades-people in the town* 
Befides this, the advantages arifing from the grazing of 
cattle would rather increafe than diminifli, if the ftraw and 
pafturage were managed better for the advantage of the 
cattle, than they are at prefent. 

As, agreeable to the fcheme projwfed above, many of the 
journies now made to the Cape might be avoided, a great 
many oxen might be difpenfed with, which are now kept 
merely for this purpofe; and in their ftead milch cows 
might be kept for the purpofe of mcreaiing the quantity 
of milk, butter and checfe, in order to anfwer to the con- 
lumption of an increafed number of people. 

With regard to the threfhing of com and manuring the 
land, opei^ations which at prefent are either ill-performed, or 
elfe entirely neglected, there is much to be noticed, in order 
to prevent that deterioration of the arable land and pafturage, 
which is obferved to take place in fuch fpots as have been 
cultivated for any length of time. The planting of oliye 
and mulberry-trees, together with the importation and 
proper management of lilk-worms, would probably, like- 
wife, be ufeful acquilitions to the colony, ferving to aug- 
ment its population, as it Would indubitably be a peculiar 
advantage to the company to find the people, who bear 
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'77f • the burden of all the taxes paid by the colonies, by means 
2IvsJ of thefe and other inftitutions, more flourifliing and wealthy, 
and at the fame time exceedingly multiplied for the defence 
of the country. By thefe methods the company would in 
time be able, in fome meafure, to collect from the Cape, 
that force, both military and naval, which is fo highly 
neceflary for the defence. of its more opulent fettlements 
in the Eaft-Indies; and which at prefent, in a manner 
utterly difgraceful to the Dutch Eaft-India company and 
to human nature, is recruited by the mean low wiles and 
artifices of crimps and kidnappers in Holland. 

Divers private perfons, againft whofe interefts it will 
feem at firft to militate, that the navigation from the bays 
which I have juft been recommending, fhould take place, 
will, probably, find many fpecious reafons to urge againft 
it; but thefe will be eafily overthrown by fiich as know 
the nature of affairs in this country, and are patriotically 
inclined towards the company. It is to be feared, indeed, 
that many who have had the direction and government of 
the colony, have either not underftood, or elfe have not 
concerned themfelves with, any thing that did not refpeiSt 
their own emolument; or elfe have thought that pru- 
dence required, that the colonifts fhould be opprefled and 
kept in poverty, in order to prevent them from revolt- 
ihg. But it is neceflary only to know the colony a little 
better than they do, in order to difcover, in the mofl 
clear and evident manner, that their great forefight and 
caution would, in this cafe, be carried too far. More- 
over, the befl and foundefl principles of policy teach us, 
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that it is not their wealth and ftrenffth, but an invidious ^ ^7^- 
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and oppreffive government, that can induce the colonifts to \^^r*J 
think of revolting, in hopes of a change for the better. Let 
the members compoling a ftate be wealthy, and they will 
make ufe of all their ftrength and power to maintain the 
•authority and confequence of a government on which their 
own entirdy depends. By confequence, the ftrength and 
power of colonifts is dangerous only for tyrants and external 
enemies ; while, on the other hand, their weaknefs pecu- 
liarly tends to the advantage of the latter. But enough has 
been faid upon this fubjedt, and it is fit that I fliould 
return to my account of Houtniquas land» 

The animals to be found there are elephants, Iions» 
tigers, tiger-cats, wolves or hyaenas, black monkies, a kind 
of badger, buflEiloes, hart-beefts, bofch-boks, gnometies,. 
grys-boks, and hares. 

The elephants are now, by being fhot at continually, in 
a great meafure expelled from Houtniquasy and have taken> 
refuge on the other fide of Keurebooms-rivier, in the 
woody, and almoft entirely unexplored country of Sitji-^ 
iamma. 

The lions are extirpated from Houtniquas, at leaft, 
they now make no conftant abode there ; and thofe that 
now and then go thither from Sitfikamma, or from the 
other fide of Lange Kloofs mountains, are foon difcov^red 
and (hot. 

The tigers, or more properly leopards, (for they feem ra- 
ther to belong to that fpecies) are not £b eafily extirpated,, 
as their lurking-places in theforefts are hardly to be found. 
In thefe parts, indeed,, one feldom hears of their having 
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•77 5- the courage to attack mankind ; though one cannot reckon 
m^>j one's felf abfolutely fafe from their depredations. 

Neither wolves nor d/ack monkies are very common herci 
1 have already told the reader what I know concerning thefe 
animals. 

The fort of badger to which I allude, is called by the in«» 
habitants berg-varkeriy or mountain- pig. Thefe animals are 
faid to be found likewife nearer the Cape, and have a fome- 
what blackifh coat, with long and extremely harlh hair. I 
was told, that they are about a foot and a half high, and 
have their holes and hiding-places underneath ftones, and 
particularly on the tops of mountains, from whence they 
never peep out but of nights. I had not the good fortune 
to fee any of them. This animal muft not be confounded 
with the aard-^arketiy or earth-pig, which, probably, is 
a fpecies of manis (the lezard ecatlkux of Buffon,) and 
which is laid to be found in conliderable numbers in the 
43iftri£b of Zwartland. 

Formerly, in all probability, there have been bartbeejis 
here, as Hartbeejl-drifty a fmall ftream in this part of the 
country, has its name from thefe animals. 

The bofcb'bock, or wood-goat, (vid. Plate I. Vol. II.) is 
a fpecies of antilope or gazel, which has been hitherto un- 
known to all, the cultivators of natural hiftory, whether an-^ 
cient or modem, till I defcribed it in the Memoirs of the 
Swedifli Academy for the year 1780, Quarter 3d, by the 
name of antilope Jyhatica. This ajnimal has obtained the 
name it bears, in confequence of its being the only one among 
the gazels in Africa, which may be properly faid to live 
in the woods and groves; excepting) however, Mr. Pen- 
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nant's antthpe royal \ if indeed, this little animal be the •775- 
fame with the gnometie of Jhe colonifts, or belong to the 
gazel genus. 

Groot Vaders-bofch and Houiniquas-bofch, were the only 
forefts in which I law and gave chafe to the bofch-bon. In 
other places, whether nearer to or farther from the Cape, 
it is hardly to be found, except perhaps in fome parts of 
Sitftkamma, It would not, perhaps, be difagreeable to 
Eoologifts, to find in this place a defcription of this rare 
fpecies of gazel \ and though I had no opportunity to 
make a drawing of it, otherwife than from a couple of 
thefe creatures Ikins, and from the obfervations I could 
make on it while it was running by me ; yet I am apt to 
believe, that it may be pretty well depended on, and that,, 
at leaft, it will be fufficient to affift the zoologifts in their 
fyftematic refearches. 
v., . ^.Jt^ With refpeft to its fize, the bofch-bok is fomewhat above 

two feet and a half high. From feeing it run, and from 
what I can infer from the Ikins, it appears to me, that 
the body of the animal, when compared with the whole 
height of it, or with the length of its legs, is fomewhat 
more bulky than that of the other kinds of gaiz^l. 
■ The meafure of the dreffed fkin, from wliich both the 
defcription and drawing are chiefly taken, was as follows :. 
The horns ten inches and a half long ; their diftance from 
each other at the bafe one inch ; the diftanee between the 
tips as well as the middlemoft parts of them three inches 
and a half; the ears were half the length of the hornsy 
or five inches; the breadth of the forehead from eye to 
eye three inches ; from the eyes to the horns one inch ; 
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. »77s- from the horns to the nofe fix inphes and a half; from the. 

\^f<j horns to the rump four feet ; from the top of the back to 
the hoofs thirty-three inches ; from the bending of tiie 
knees to the hoofs one foot; the hoofs themfelves about 
an inch. The drefled ikin of a fostus, of which I todc 
the meafure, was about two feet in length. A pair o£ 
bofch-bok*s horns, which I brought home with me, are 
ten inches long, and the bafe of each five inches in cir- 
cumference. But on the IkuU of an animal of this i^eciesy 
brought home by Profeflbr THUNBERG,.the horns wci« 
thirteen inches long. From the dimenfions of thel^ part% 
a conclufion may be drawn with refpedt to thpfe of the» 
remainder, as well as with relpe<a to the fize of th^ anim^ 
in general. y^ J ..H.; 

This fpecies of gazel is monogamous,, or ke^ps; iii pa^i^^. 
The female is, according to the accounts that hayeibcpa 
given me, diftinguifhed from the otfier fex in having, no 
horns, in the loins being of a lighter colour, and in not 
having in thefe parts the long hairs, and efpecially the 
white ones, which we are about to mention in the defcrip- 
tion of the male. 

The horns are black, in fome meafure triangular, and 
at the fame time wreathed, fo that both the fides and 
angles have fomevvhat of a fpiral turn. At bottom they 
are rather rough, in confequence of a fet of almoft in- 
numerable wavy rings ; which, however, are not elevated 
much above the furface. At top they are conical and 
ftiarp-pointed, and in that part as fmooth as though they 
had been polifhed. In a pair I brought home with me, the 
extreme points or tips are light- coloured and tranfparent. 
As to the pofition of the horns, they are almoft in the 
^ fame 
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fame line or horizontal plane with the forehead, inclining ^^ Yc^^g^ 
a little forwards, and at the fame time, by means of the K^^y^u 
twift they make, receding from each other towards the 
middle, and making with this part a little bend backwards, 
fo that the tips point fomewhat forwards. The three 
angles or ridges, that feparate the three fides juft men-» 
tioned, form a fpiral in the following manner : 

The foremoft is very much rounded and cylindrical, be- 
ginning inwards, and proceeding more and more forwards, 
till, coming fideways and a little outwards, it difappears in, 
and is confounded with the fmooth conical tip. The fecond 
is a little raifed, and moftly rounded off in the external part; 
but internally forms, as it were, a furrow, in conjunction 
with the foremoft. This latter angle or ridge, moreover, 
goes off at .firft ftrait forwards from the forehead ; and 
afterwards running fideways, outwards and backwards, at 
length joins the above-mentioned conical tip dire(Stly at the 
back part. The third angle has a fliarper edge, which, 
beginning externally and at the back part, towards the 
middle of the horn, runs backwards and inwards, and 
afterwards terminates inwards and fomewhat forwards in 
the fmooth tip, like the others. 

The teeth of this animal are like thofe of othei; gazels* 
It has no fore-teeth or incifores except in the lower jaw^ 
where it has eight. Thefe are broader than the other teeth^ 
being fmall at the roots, and broad and fquared off at th? 
top. Of the middle ones, the interior fides, which look 
towards each other, are perpendicular ; but the exterior ones 
oblique, and all the xeft have a proportional inclinatipnt 
at the fame time decreafing in fize ; fo tjiat the outerr 
moft, both to the right and the left, are thefirialleft. 
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on the infide they are grey ; and both outwards and in- 
wards, covered with hairs ftill flidrter than thofe on the 
head ; excepting half the anterior and inferior edge, where 
the hairs are white and half an inch long. 

The edges of the upper lip are white, as well as the 
whele of the lower lip and mandible, behind which the 
white colour terminates in a point towards the top of the 
wkid-j»pe. On each cheek-bone there are two large 
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round white fpots, one an inch beneath and behind the eye, ^^ ^^^^c, 
the other an inch below and fomewhat forwarder than the v^i/^^ 
former. A ftili larger round white fpot, two inches broad, 
is difcoverable on the fore-part of the neck, fomewhat 
bdow the top of the wind-pipe. Nine inches below this, 
juft above the fore-ribs, there is another white fpot, mea- 
furing fix inches acrofs, and an inch and a half in height. 
This, in the fkin of the foetus I fpoke of, was fomewhat 
hollowed out, and thus refembled a new nK>on ; but in - 
this Ikin, the upper round fpot, juft defcribed as being on 
the fore-part of the neck, was not to be feen. The fur 
of this creature is, moreover, white between its fore-legs, 
and fomewhat on the fides of the ihoulders. The fore- 
legs, from the knees to the patterns, are likewife white 
on the infide ; and where it borders upon the brown part, 
inclines to a dirty yellow. On the outfide of the fore-legs, 
near the knees, there is a long oval white fpot ; and on 
the fame fide, juft above the paftems, there is a little 
dnnamon-coloured fpot. 

The hind-legs, on the infide, from the pafterns to a 
little way above the bending of the knees, are marked with 
a white ftreak narrower than thofe on the fore-legs. The 
pafterns ot the hind-legs are fpotted with white on the 
fore-parts, exactly like thofe of the fore-legs. The back 
part of the belly or the groin is white. Divers fmall 
white fpots, from nine to twelve in all, are feen on each 
of the haunches and on the fides near them. A narrow 
line of long white hairs extends from the neck all along the 
back and tail, in the midft of the long brown hairs which I 
have defcribed above. From the chine of the back to the 
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ScptVn^bcr. ^^^^ run five white parallel ftrlpes, which, though they 
^-^^v^ are not difcoverable but by a clofe infpecSlion, I have never- 
thelefs thought proper to mention, in cafe fome individual 
Ihould be met with, on which thefe marks might be more 
diftin6t, and in confequence of which fome people might 
be induced to take it for a diftindt fpecies. 

It is generally faid, that goats are bad gardeners ; and 
this in a certain degree is true of this wood-goat^ or, as it is 
called, bofcb-bok. At Groot Vaders-bofch^ the people com- 
plained much of the mifchief done by this creature in the 
vineyards and kitchen-gardens there. It likewife Ihewed 
a great deal of craft and artifice in avoiding the fnares and 
traps fet for it, as well as the ambufcades of the fportfmen. 
I myfelf fat up a whole night in a vineyard on the watch 
for this animal, without getting the leaft glimpfe of it ; 
though it had, according to all appearance, jiaid us a vifit 
incognito, and made off undifcovered. 

As the bofcb-bok runs but flowly, it fometimes happens, 
that he is caught with dogs. When he fees there is no 
other refource, he puts liimfelf into a pofture of defence ; 
and when he is going to butt, kneels down. The colo- 
nifts are not very fond of hunting him in this manner, as 
the beaft, on this occafion, generally fells his life at a very 
dear rate, by goring and killing fome of their beft and 
moft fpirited hounds. 

This creature's horns, which are its chief defence, fome- 
times alfo prove its bane, by being entangled in the bufhes 
and fmall branches of trees, which thus flop the beaft in 
its flight. In fome meafure to avoid this, it carries its 
nofe horizontally and ftrait forward while it runs ; fo that 
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its horns lie, as it were, diredtly on its neck : notwith- ^^ 'tcSer 
Handing which, their horns are generally worn away a ^^-orO 
little on the fore-part, and thus acquire fome degree of 
polifh. In fine, this fpecies of goat is fwifter in wood- 
lands than the dogs, which iikewife fooner lofe fcent of 
him there than elfewhere. 

The female, which is without horns, and on that ac- 
count runs about in the forefts more free and unimpeded, 
does not fufFer herfelf fo ealily to be hunted out of the 
woods, having there, as well as on the plains, a more 
certain defence againft the dogs in her legs, than the male 
has in his horns, efpecially as Ihe is not fo bulky and 
heavy as the male. Her breaft is faid to be very plump 
and flefhy, but the flefh in general is not very tender; in 
that refpedt refembling that of xh^ bonte-^boky or guib of 
BuFFON, Tom. Xli. tab. 40. 

It Ihould feem moreover, by the wreathed form of their 
horns, the fliape of their bodies, and the white fpots with 
which they are marked, that there was fome diftant affinity 
between thefe two forts of gazels ; but by no means great 
enough, for them to be looked upon as merely varieties of 
the fame fpecies. Befides the difference in their colour 
and fjMts, which is too remarkable for them to be confidered 
as one and the fame animal, (not to mention the length of 
the boj check's horns in proportion to its body,) I have never 
feen the bonte^boks live otherwife than in large herds on the^ 
plains, and thefe were at leaft half as tall again as the 
bofch-bok^ being of the fame lize with the bart-beejt. 

The cry of this animal, as I have feveral times, efpe- 
cially in the evenings, heard it in Houtniquas^ fome what 
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'77«- refembled the interrupted, ftiort, low, and rather hoarfe 

.September. * • c j t /- 

\^y\j growling of a dog. Yet, as I was informed by leveral 
people that the cries of the Cape tygersy or rather leopards^ 
pretty much refembled this, I am uncertain whether the 
noife I heai'd always proceeded from the bofeih-ttok^ With- 
out doubt, it appears fomething extraordinary, that the cries 
of the tyger Tind gaze/ iliould be like each other; but, per- 
haps, the tyger may hav€ the gift of bdng aWe to imitate 
bofch-boks, in order to lead them aftray ; juft as the d^fOfta 
has the power to imitate, for a fimilar purpofe, all kinds 
of animals. Nay, there is likewife fome refemblance be- 
tween the cries of a hott and that of an ofin'cd ; though 
between thefe animals there is much lefs affinity : and» 
indeed, there is no foundation for any conjectures ooa** 
ceming the cauie of this iimilitude. 
^ / ^^-^^ • The gnometiey called alfo the eroeiiet is a little animal 

of the hart or gazd kind, of the fize of a hare, and is, 
perhaps, the cervus Guineenfis of Linn^us, the antih^ 
royal of Pennant, and the cbevrotain de Gumee of Buf- 
FaN. I have frequently perceived the traces and other 
marks of this diminutive creature, but had not the good 
fortune aiShiaUy to fee more tiian one of them ; and that 
only in a hafty manner, as it was bounding about in a 
grove at Sitjicamma. 

Of hares there are at leaft two different forts in Houtni" 
quasy and in the other parts of Africa. The one is almoft 
the fame with our common hare ; but of the other I find 
it difficult to iHt)nounce, whether it be abfolutely the fame 
^vith the /epm Capenjis, Syft. Nat. Cauda hngiiudine capitis, 
pedibus rubris^ or not. The feet excepted, the charadlerifhc 
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Inarks are the fame ; for the feet and body of this were September 
of the fame colour as our common hares are in fummer*, K^fKJ 
and the tail was almoft of an equal length with the hare, 
as mentioned in the Sx^ema Nafura, I found it moreover 
broad at the bafe, and diminilhing by degrees, lb as to 
terminate in a point. Underneath and on the fides, the tail 
was as white as chalk, but above there was extended along 
it a (tripe as blade as a coal. This defcription I drew up 
from a young leveret of this fpecies, which was brought to 
the Cape alive, and was the only one that I have ever feen. 
The buffaloes here (vid. Plate II. Vol. II.) were of a fort 
/7 '-'^^^. entirely different from all hitherto known by this name^ 
fJ which is Sufficiently manifefl from the defcription I have 

already inferted in the Memoirs of the Swedifli Academy 
for the year 1779. It is true, I had no opportunity in 
HoutniquaSf either to fee or (hoot any of them ; but I fre- 
quently met with the fre(h traces of them. Such danger- 
ous neighbours made it rather unfafe to botanize here ; 
for though the buffaloes do not abfolutely go in fearch 
of mankind or the brute creation on purpofe to do them 
mifchief, except they are previoufly irritated, neverthele(s, 
tiidr perverfe difpo(ition and great ftrcngth of body ren- 
det them extremely dangerous, when one meets them in 
tiie narrow paths, called buffalo-roads, where the wood on 
each (ide is frequently fo thick fet, as not to allow one to 
make way either to the right or left. In a journey that 
Dr. Thunberg, fome years before, took into HoutniquaSy 
one of his company had very imprudently tied two of his 
holies together, one behind the other, and drove them 

* In the colder dimates of Europe, the common bare is white in winter. 

l^efore 



Digitized by 



Google 



28o A VOYAGE to the 



The bill of this bird was five inches long, black at the 
tip and lower nib, at the upper nib red. The neck was of 
an afti-colour: the back the fame, and at the fame time had 
a caft of green with a little yeUow. The wings were dark 
beneath, and above of a blue colour inclining to black ; the 
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lefler coVects of a, violet-colourV \Th6 tail/ Wh%:h se?ember 

wedgfc-lhaped, was about twice the length of the bill, and v,^rv^' 
the body was < fomewhat larger than that of a hen. The 
thighs were of an afh-colour. Thexfi^t and legs, as well 
as the membrane between the cl^ws^ tras bladki(li> in other 
uefpeiSts* this bird had all the.chare6teriftic mark^ which be- 
long to the tantalus. The colonifts affiired me, that it Was 
a fign of rain„ when thefe birds aflembled in great flocks, 
and flew againft the windi v \: . /. - 

. :\ The ftate of the weather in i?(W/«//7i^x was faiditobe as 
follows. In March and April it Fairis here rabft ; and, 
on the contrary, in the months of May, June, and July, 
(which about the Cape and elfewhere are the winter 
i»oaths, and are attended with copious rains) it is here quite 
dry> though frequently rather cool and bleak. The north- 
)veft wind at this time prevails here, as well as at the Cape ; 
fometimes the wind veers about to the north, and brings 
with it the warmth of fummer ; a change which frequently 
pccafions the milch-cows in Houtniquas to grow ftifF in 
the joints. I was aflured, that it never rained when this 
north wind prevailed, probably on account of the chain 
of mountains, which extending from eaft to weft, proves a 
barrier to keep the clouds on the other fide ; or felfe by 
virtue of their attradtion, detains thefe condenfed vapours 
on their fummits. I went ftrait through the wood with 
the intention of ^afcending the mountain, whence I might 
have a view of Lange Kloof \ but found the foot of the 
mountain, every; where fa thick befet with high* and 
ftiff perennial grafles and buflies, as to be abfolntely impd- 
petrable. 
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laa<}Ior(|, jvi^o.was in other Tefpedts a wi»thy man, and of a 
^^ry gentle. difpofidon» having made a purchaie of fome 
of this fame biandy, turned his wife out of doorsy with a 
child in armS) and feveral other children ibmewhatolderf in 
the middle of the night. The laws of hofpitality^ and per« 
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hi^ps an apprehenfiott of njeetiqg wjtii ibnie reiiAance, iiad, tns- 
however, fo much weight with him, that iiiy companion and vil^^* 
1 were left in peace and quietnefs. In another place herea- 
<bouts, a peafant had been bafking in the fun and drinkingy 
in company with a parcel of Hottentots, and, when he had 
got^is fill, was not only well!fl€)gged 'by this Pafgan crew, but 
lifcejwife upbmided by them for ha^4ng been ufed to ileep 
.witii his houfekeq)er, a Hottentot's widow, who was fuppofed 
Midps to be dn another way nearly related to him. I my- 
self faw this man with a teriible wound on his head, 1^ 
which, however, he was aHiamed to tdl the caufe. , I like- 
wife had the pkaf ore of feeing his mifti?efs, dizened out 
«Riith bcafs and leathern tings on her larms and Jegs, and 
yfkh Mads about :ber w^aift and nec^. ; ^S^ Wju clad in the 
uf«al nxanner wlth;a ihe^^p-ifein^/^/^* and a well'^ireaied 
^aw leathern apron, and was.beiidesas well befineared with 
ifoot and greafe, And could boaft of a3 broad and flat a ooife 
t«s any Hottentot lady wjaateyefi With afl thefe perfeiSiion^, 
^Wiever, .Ois^ ^eme^ to TiJie.^ be Tather a cure for iov^, 
than an incentive to that p^on : netwit&lWnding this, it 
lis not uncommon f of the wihite people here (particidarly 
-the men, who «re jik^ Hoenfious in t^k manners than 
the ^ther fex) to be criminal in this point. 

That the iHottwitdt wom«n are complying in this parti- 
cular, is by no means a contradi^iony ieither to their gene? 
iral diarafler of indifference in matters of love, or to that 
:Zeal, which I have attributeid to them» in theperformanoe 
«f their duties towards their 0vm nation. For we muft con- 
sider, that their diet, which^ when they arc in the fervice trf 
the Ghriltians, is more copious and of a more ilrengthening 
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8c' Lmbcr ^''^^lif y> ^rid; pfet'ha'ps^ *tlie incitement of the example of thefe 
Kt^f^iJ lattef, may- haive its effe6t*ih making fo alteration in the 
nature of thefe females. • Add to this, that out of the fo- 
ciety of their nation, they do not feel themfelves bound to 
bbferve that rigid rii'ttte ahdifimplidty of manners, which 
they otherwifb Woul(5y -^ariy'^mbre thart the religion' of 
the Chriftians ; neith^i" can* it indeed be required, that fuch 
a one Ihould always be f>r4)t>f agaioft flattery, promifes, 
prefents> and, perhaps, tb6 threats, which a matter, of whom 
Iheftarids in awe, may thikik fit to employ, in order 'to 
•ftti^fy his uriruly' defires.' i '' 

The pledges of loVe, proceeding from fuch a union, have 
hair almoft, if not quite, as woolly and frizzled as the 
gfenilintf ^ Kfottentots ; • but their complexion and features, 
partake more orliefs of both the father and mother. They 
are ' likewlfe, as it appears to me, more bulky and lufty 
than the Hottentots are in general ; they are better refpedted 
too, and at the fame time more confided in, and more to 
be depended upon^ but at the fame time prouder and more 
conceited than the others. Neither thefe, nor any other 
illegitimate children, are ever baptized, or, indeed^ enquired 
after by the Chriftian minifterS at the Cape, except ifi cafe 
that any one fhould prefent himfelf as the father, and make 
a point of his child's being baptized, and thus give the 
infant the right of inheritance. 

I faw two brothers in the vicinity of Hottentots HoUand^s 
Batbj the iflue of a Chriftian man and of a baftard negrefe 
of the fecond or third generation. ^One of the fons, at this 
time about thirty years of age, did not appear by any means 
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to be flighted in the company of the Chriftian farmers, „ '775- . 

, . , , 1 1 , . , Septembejv 

though, at that time, he had not been baptized. The ^•yn^ 
other, who was the elder brother, in order to get married 
,and fettled in Ufe, as he then was, had been obliged to ufe 
all his influence, and probably even bribes, to get admitted 
into the pale of the church by baptifm. For my part, I 
cannpt comprehend the reafon why the divines of the re- 
formed church at the Cape are fo fparing of a facrament,. 
which others, particularly the Papifts, have endeavoured to 
force, as it were, upon the heathens with fire ;arid fword,. 
and all manner of cruelties. The cloth does not, as far as . 
I know, receive any benefit from the chriftening of children 
at the Cape> at leaft no particular benefit from the baptizing 
of illegitimate children ; fuch cbndudt, therefore,, cannot 
fairly be afcribed to any retrofJ)e<a: to felf-intereflr, nor in- 
deed to abfolute remiffnefs and negledl ; a difpofition which 
would but ill fuit with that fpirit of charity and univerfal 
benevolence, fo peculiarly enforced by the dodlrihes of 
Chriftianity. Farther, if the clergy at the Cape think by 
this means to diminilh the number of unlawful conne<aions 
with the heathen women, they will find that this ftroke 
of policy will not anfwer their purpofe : indeed, tjie letting 
fuch numbers, of infants bom of Chriftkn parents fuflfer in 
their fpiritual interefts, is a ftrangely cruel method of pre-- 
venting fin. It is true, a great niany of the whites have 
fo much pride, as to hinder, as far as lies in their power, 
the blacks or their oflfspring from mixing with their bloods , 
but it appears to me, that Chriftian" huriiility ough* tooi^ehite 
fo far with the clergy, as to prevents them ixoih being 
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ilMftened, bf aidminiftering the facranoent of bapdim, to 
deprive the Mahometan chiirch of a ibul, which •they had 
juft before n^ei^ed as illegitimate. And fincethat time, 
Ihey are iaid to be lefs backward in oi)ening the door« of 
lieaven to baftards.** 

Here fcdiow^ anoth^ inflance of the depravity of taile in 
jthe white people in ^liscc^ony, :with regard to love mattepg. 

I paid 
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I paid* a vifittba«uft)pe«ttijMlio had fettled iri Ho\ittliq[tl^*. ^^^^{^ 
H^ was- a gdod' lively Itan^ome fellow^ about the middle 
agerand>-I believe, of'godd'extr^ftiofif; He had ferved 
under (breral difi^tietit' potentates in Europe^ and had 
IHewed them' aU afair pair of heds. He^ gave me the 
hiftorjr of a^great many iingnlar ad^ntures of his^ but the 
moft'fingular of them aU was, in my opinion, what I Wa$ 
eye-witneft to myfdf. This was, that two years before 
he had married an ugly footy Mulatto, the daughter of' k 
Negreis. She had been the miftrefs of another farmer WIiOk 
was d^, - and by whom fliehad ' two baftards; Thefe I 
faw at that time likewife in the houfej grown ifp and un- 
baptized^ Bdt what feemed td me the moft ftigtilar cir- 
cumftance* in the' whole afikir' was," that this muft hav6 
been abfokitely a' love-match; far though he had got' a. 
f*w cattle with h!« dingy^fj^oufe, yet the houft> which he 
likewife had witi^ her, was certainly not a palace. It "was,, 
in fi£tf a miferaUe cottage, though pleafantly enough 
fituoted in thteHdrts of a foreft: The walls Were madi^ 
of reeds tied together, and fupported by a few upright 
chumps of -wood, interfperfbd- with ibme rough boards,, 
foch a»' are generally uTed for fences. This ftrt^ifture was 
plaiflered over w^h ' a <hkt a^d ragged ' covering of day. 
There were' biit two rooms in it, and poverty feemed to 
have taken ftdl pofleihon of them both. In the inner 
room, ^e man's wife !lay ill' of a putrid fever. The 
outer apartm^it, .which- was the commcm bed-k;hamber for 
all the reft of the family that Avere in health, I can beft 
defcribe. If wa» fomewhattnore than two yards in breadth^ 
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, »775- and , about fix Ipng, with -a peep-}>ple at one end of if, • and 
'CivvJ a fmaU broken window at the* other ; not to fpeak of fe- 
veral other apertures, whidi occafioned a draugjit of air 
that delivered my friend and me from all apprehenfions of 
danger from, the contagion of the putrid fever, but at the 
fame time prevented us from keeping a candle alight for 
any length. of time. The rain, which had wetted us to 
the Ikin when out of doors, now followed us into- the 
houfe, dropping from the eaves; a fign that the roof 
could not boaft of any great fuperiority over the walls. 
Our bed was on the damp loam- floor; a piece of fail-clothj 
the relicks of an old waggon-tilt, ferved us and our land- 
lord himfelf both for bed and bed-clothes; as for pillows, 
there were none but wh,at we brought with us, which conr 
iifted merely of our dripping-wet faddles. We fliall now 
drop the fubjedt of the amorous intercourfe of the white 
people with, the blacks, in order to give, in a few words, a 
general idea of the houfes in HoutniquaSy that pofterity 
may from hence be able to judge of the future increafe of 
the colony. • , : , ,.*,,'• 

There was only one wooden houfe on the borders of 
thi§ foreft, and this was long and fpacious, with but one 
room in it, and built with logsc^eft dow;i the middle. 
Another was like that juft defcribed, comppfed of .ftraw 
and clay> b.ut not quite fo airy ;, this belonged to a young 
beginner. A third that we faw was likewife of clay, but 
well built, roomy, "and neatly furnifhed; being the pro- 
perty of a clever, induftrious, fenfible man, Pirk Yv^s 
by name,, who had alfo built himfelf a mill, and feveral 
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Other conveniencies* The reft were all of clay or mud, ^77s* 

« . * 1 . . , ^ September, 

and were partitioned out into two rooms, in the fame K.^^>r\j , 
manner as I have in general defcribed the colonifts houfes 
at the beginning of this journal. 

It was faid to be at that time not above twenty years,, 
lince Houtniquas was firft known, and twelve years fince it 
began to be inhabited by the colonifts, who did not repair 
thither in any conliderable numbers till of late years. 

I mentioned, that the confufion and difturbance occa- 
lioned by the introduction of the hogfhead of brandy, had 
reached even to my Hottentots ; and that on this account 
I was obliged, much againft my wiU in other refpedls, to 
make hafte with them from thefe parts. My companion 
had been imprudent enough, at their eameft requeft, to 
indulge them with a fup or two of this precious liquor ; * 
the confequence of which was, that they became furious, 
and broke out into the moft abufive language, becaufe 
they could not have any more of it. At length, w€ were 
forced to try what blows would operate upon them ; which 
had this efFcdt, that the next night, by way of revenge, 
they took to their heels and ran away. ' We, on our parts, 
rode to one of the Xy^o Hottentot craak that were at the 
hither end of Houtniquas^ in order to fearch for them. 
In the firft they were not to be found, neither did the 
people chufe to give. us any explicit information concerning 
them ; but when we came to the other, and began to climb 
over the fence of the place where they kept their cattle, 
they let all their dogs at once out upon us. We diredtly 
put ourfelves into a pofture of defence, as though we were 

Vol. I. P P going 



Digitized by 



Google 



29^0 



A VOYAGE TO THE 



1 do not doubt but that the fellows would have been eafily 
prevailed on, if our guns had been out of the way. Indeed, 
with refpedt to my Hottentots, I was as much afraid of the 
temptations of the women as of the intoxicating quality of 
the brandy ; and therefore made fo much the more hafte 
to get away from this place, which otherwife might for 
many years have afforded employment to the attentive re- 
fearches and obfervations of a botanift. 

Our departure took place in the beginning of October ; 
but before I go on any farther with my journal, I will fet 
down the ftate of the weather for the month of September 
juft elapfed. 

The 
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Tl^fe rainy days were the 8th, 9th, I'^th, 20th, 2iftjg^'77jj^^ 
24th, 25th, 29th; and the laft of thefe day? " 3 remarkable v^vx^ 
for fouth-eaft winds and rain. The thermometer was for 
the moft part early in the morning between 49 and 50, 
in the middle of the day between 76 and 80, and in the 
evening at fun-fet between 50 and 60. 
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JOURNEY THROUGH LANGE DAL^ 



J77S- /^N the 9th day of October we departed from Houtniquas, 
\„^Y^ ^^ returning over the great and little Brai rivers to 
Geelbek-rivierj from whence to HageUcraal and Artaquas-- 
kloofs (whither we went the next day) there were two 
roads. By the one, which was better cleared and more 
beaten, though farther to the weft of the laft-mentioned 
river, we fent our waggon; and took the other road, 
though it was hilly, ourfelves, being advifed fo to do, as 
it was a nearer way on horfeback^^ By a trifling negledt, 
one often lofes a great deal ; and we, by loitering a little 
on the road, were difappointed of our night's lodging, be- 
ing overtaken by the darknefs and rain ; fo that, although 
we were near the farm whither we were going, and heard 
the barking of their dogs, and the crowing of their cocks, 
we were not able to hit upon the exadt fpot. After many 
fruitlefs attempts, and getting into the roads that led to the 
paftures, and other by-ways that took us into thickets, and 
directly againft the fteep parts of mountains, we at laft 
thought we had hit upon the right road, when we found 
in our way a river deeper than any we had hitherto, in 
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our bewildered fituation, ventured to crofs. It is truej we qH^ 
were not afraid of being foufed a little by going through V^rW 
the water, as the rain had made us alfnoft as wet as we 
well could be ; but neither of us chofe to be the firft to 
venture over, for fear of there being fome hole or oozy 
part in our way. I took an old horfe therefore that I led 
in hand along with me, and drove him before us over the 
river, on the forlorn bope^ as it were. No fooner had he got 
over than he fet oflf on full gallop, and freed himfelf in an 
inftant from the confinement in which we had kept him the 
whole day ; while we, wet, cold, and hungry (having eaten 
nothing all day long but a flight breakfafl) were obliged,' 
after feveral more unfuccefsful attempts, to pafs the night 
in the open air, expofed to the wind and rain. That we 
might not fo eafily be attacked unawares by tygers, we got 
away from the river and the vale, which was full of bufhes, 
on to the mountain, and there took the faddles off our 
horfes near a bufh that flood quite by itfelf. Hard by was 
a precipice, which we fortunately perceived time enough to 
be able to be upon our guard againfl it. Having tied our 
horfes halters round their fore-legs, a method very common 
in Africa, we then let them feed on the other fide, with a 
view, that if any lion fhould come upon us, he might firfl 
find employment with them ; and at the fame time^ that ^ 
if a wolf fliould make its appearance, the horfes fhould not 
run off. The reafon of this precaution will appear by 
referring to page 160. 

In the night, when we felt ourfelves almofl ftiff with 
cold, we walked about, and frequently fell down on top of 
the mountain) which was greafy and flippery, in confe- 
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'77?- quence of the rain. With regard to our fituation in other 

^.ypyO refpe6ts, it was difficult to fay, whether it gave us more 

comfort or vexation to hear, as we frequently did, the far- 

y ^\]Q^ //^^^^ mer's cocks crow. As foon as ever the day began to dawn, 

at about five o'clock, we faddled our horfes without delay, 
and eafily found our way to the farm called Hagel-craal^ 
which v/as only at the diftance of a few gun-lhots from us» 
DiRX Marcus, the mafter of it, a hearty old fellow, as 
foon as we accofted him, began to praife us highly for in- 
duftrious young men who were up before him ; but after- 
wards, when he was made acquainted with the difficulties 
^e had undergone, he heartily pitied us, though he could 
not help at the fame time ferioufly chiding us for not being 
accuftomed to fmoke ; as in that cafe we might, at a junc- 
ture when it was moft wanted, have had about us the 
means of making a fire, as well as of appeafing our hunger, 
and paffing away the tedious hours with a pipe. After 
this, he gave us an account of a great many adventures he 
had met with in his excurfions into the interior part of the 
country, where he had acquired a tolerable competency by 
Ihooting elephants. The information and advice he gave 
us were both ufeful and agreeable. 

This worthy .man fent his people after the led horfe, 
which I mentioned as having run away from me; and 
when we took our departure, which was on the 1 3th, at 
ten o'clock in the morning, he lent iis feveral ftout 
oxen to help to draw our waggon through the very hilly 
dale called Art aquas-kloof. At fix we arrived at Paarde^ 
craalj a fmall river fo called, where we refted till the next 
morning, or the 14th. By noon we reached Zaffraan^ 
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cr^aU at which place the long and tirefome vale of Art aquas ^py 
ends. Here, according to previous agreement, we turned the ^^^^y^ 
oxen we had borrowed loofe, which went home of them- 
felves the fame way we had brought them. The vale juft 
mentioned, is reckoned among the diftrids which are cold 
and four in the higheft degree, and at the fame time is 
conlidered as unfit to be inhabited. Here there is faid to 
grow a herb, called by the colonifts p — grafs, and which, 
as far as one may triift to their defcription of it, is, proba- 
bly, a fpecies of euphorbia. This is faid to be frequently 
eaten by young cattle brought from other countries, which 
thereby get a dyfury, or ftoppage of urine, that often 
proves mortal. In the urine as well as the urethra of thefe 
animals, a fubftance refembling little lumps of cheefe has 
been obferved. The only means by which they have 
fometimes been fo fortunate as to fave the life of an ani- 
mal attacked with this difeafe, has been by hunting and 
driving it about for fome time without intermiflion, in or- 
der to attenuate, concodt, and expel the coagulated matter. 
^ cj^^^ In time of war or inteftine commotion, a pafs fo narrow 
^/<^. j^^K^^as Artaquas-kloofj muft neceflarily be of great importance, 
^ ^ as a key to the whole tradt of country lying to the eaftward. 

In Lange-kloofj likewife, and at Kromme-rwier^ many im- 
pediments might be laid in the way of an army that was 
marching rank and file through that part of the country. 
The trail of land round about Zafraan-craal ftrait on to 
Lange-kloof^ is of the kind I have defcribed above under the 
denomination of Carrcw. 

In* the houfe at Zaffraan-^craal we fufFered an inconve- 
nience, which is faid to be very common in the Carrozvs. 

This 
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'775* This was the common houfc-fly in fuch prodigious quan- 
syy^ titles, as almoft entirely to cover the walls and ceiling. 
In^fadt, they did not ceafe for a moment to moleft us, by 
{warming and buzzing about in our eyes, ears, nofes, and 
mouths, fo that it was not poflible for us to keep in the 
houfe for any time together : notwithftanding which, an old 
flave, who at that time lived there quite alone, was obliged 
to deep in the midft of this neft of flies every night. In 
other tracSts of this country molefted by flies, I faw thefe 
troublefome infecSls taken very dexteroufly in the following 
manner. All over the ceiling are hung up bunches of herbs, 
on which the flies will fettle in great numbers ; a perfbn 
then takes a linen net or bag of a confiderabk depth fixed 
to a long handle, and enveloping in it every bunch, fhakes 
it about, fo that the flies fall down to the bottom of the 
bag ; when, after feveral applications of it in this man- 
ner, they are killed by the pint or quart at a time, by 
<Hpping the bag into fcalding-hot water. In certain parts 
of the CarroWy where the flies abound moft, it is faid, 
I that there is a bufli which exfudes a humour fomewhat of 
the nature and confiftence of tar. This, by its adhefive 
quality^ entangles the flies, which are very fond of fettling 
on the plant, and by this means dfe'ftroys them. There is 
another fijrub frequently found in the Carrozvj which 
grows here likewife, and is called Canna-6q/cb; w^hence the 
, whole tradt of country hereabouts bears the name oi<:an- 
na^Sy and not Canaatfs Landy as Mr. Mason has called it 
in the Pbilofopbical "Tranfa&ions. In fadt, from the ex- 
treme drought that prevails here, inftead of the Land of 
Promifey Mr. Mason would have done better to haye called 
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it the Land of 4ffli£iion» A road between Artaquas and J^^^;^ 
Lange-kloofi inclining more to the fouthward than that by \J^y>J 
which we went, paffes over a high and fteep mountain, 
which, from the circumftance above-mentioned, is called 
t^aniufs-boogtet or Canna's-heights. 

Having examined this fame Canna-flirub I found, that 
in ftEi<St propriety, it formed, a new fpecies of falfola\ for 
which reafon, in my manufcript defcriptions of plants, I 
have called it Salfola caffra^ foliis minutis fubrotundis, car- 
nojis^ concavisy tmbricatis^ The leaves have a bitter fait 
tafte, and burned together with the whole fhrub, produce 
very ftrong afhes, excellently well adapted for the purpofe 
of making foap ; for which reafon, particular attention is 
paid by the Carrow farmers to the culture of this plant. 
In the parts of the flower, the Canna-ihrnh fo far di£^r$ 
from the generical character of thQfalfola in the fixth edi- 
tion of the Genera Plantarunty inafmuch as this fpecies 
has a little qbfolete^/^ with two or three hrown. fiigmas* 
The remaining parts of its charafter were, Stam, JiL bre» 
vijp. Antberce cordatee^ CcUyx perianth, perjtjiensy Cap/ula $ 
vahis, I iocularisy and Semen i cocbleatum, as in the fal» 
folay or rather refembling a watch-fpring coiled up. 

It was curious to fee how the only flave that was then 
at Zaffiran-craal, and who had the abfolute m^iagement 
of the farm, how fkilfully, I fay, with the afliftance of 
two Hottentots who dwelt not far from the place, he had 
brought the water in drains and channels down to the fields 
of wheat (of which the ears at that time were peeping 
forth,) as well as to the garden ; and had made dams at 
thefe places, fo that they might be overflowed and watered. 

Vol. I. Q q whenever 
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ammunition-bread and a little tea. It fell to my lot to 
pluck the bird, and Mr. Immelman undertook to drefs it ; 
and, indeed, he Ihewed himfelf a perfect mafter in the 
art, ftewing it in a quantum fufficit of water, and a little 
Jbeefs-tail fat, which our Hottentots had got at Zaffraan- 
craal for their own eating ; fo that it would be no eafy 
matter to defcribe the highly agreeable fenfations conveyed 
by this delicate difh to the organs both of tafle and fmell. 

But, 
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But, as ill-luck would have it, we had neither of us re- 1775- 
membered to draw the fowl, till in order to divide it equally ^^J^^ 
between us, we cut it in two ; when the fauce, which we 
juft before had found delicious in the higheft degree, be- 
came quite naufeous. The Hottentots laughed heartily at 
our omiffion, and ftill more at our delicacy, and at the 
fame time licked it up every drop. 

The delay occafioned by this meal caufed us to be over- 
taken by darknefs, before we could reach the next farm ; 
in confequence of which, we got into a labyrinth of bufhes 
and briars for want of being able to fee the road. We 
were therefore obliged to flop, and prepare to fuffer hun- 
ger and thirft, together with our beafts, till the next morn-* 
ing, and be almoft frozen to death into the bargain ; for 
though it had been reeking hot the preceding day, the 
night was neverthelefs extremely cold. About midnight, 
however, the moon Ihone, and enabled us once more to 
find the road, when we foon came to a farm near Kleine 
Dorn-rivierj called Zandplaat. 

It was not without the greateft aftoniftiment, that we 
beheld the next morning the confiderable number and un- 
paralleled fatnefs of the fheep here, when we compared them 
with the horrid drought and aridity of the land. In this part 
of the country, when they are going to kill a Iheep, they 
always look out for the leaneft in the whole flock, as the 
reft are intolerably fat. The tail alone of one of thefe 
flieep (which is thick and of a triangular fliape, being 
from a foot to a foot and a half in length, and fometimes 
above Hx inches thick near the rump) will weigh from 
eight to twelve pounds ; and moftly confifts of a delicate 
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'775- kind of fat, which by fome people is eiten with bread in- 
Vy^fO ftead of butter, and is ufed for drefling vidtuals with, and 
fometimes even for making candles. 

Here, as being produced in ^le Canow and in a warni 
diftri<5t, the wine is faid to be good ; but I can form no 
judgment of it myfelf, as the farmer had already fold or 
confumed all he had made. On the other hand, in Limge 
Kloof t which is a four diftrid, not a drop of wine can be 
made. 

Some Hottentot wives had got their huts built near this 

farm ; and a Hottentot lad, who was in faft, in the fer- 

vice of the farmer, had at that time lain for feveral days 

in their quarters, affii<5led with a bad diforder, which feem- 

ed'to have a great affinity with the putrid fever epidemic 

here, and confequently would not bear Weeding. I was 

forced, however, to undertake this operation, in order to 

refcue the lad from the clutches of his mafter, who had 

an unUmitted confidence in venefec^on, and had already 

whetted his knife on purpofe to jjerform it. The patient, 

who either could not or dfe would not give any account 

of the ftate in which he found himfelf, had, previous to 

the operation, a fmall pulfe ; and during it was taken with 

a univerfal tremor, upon which, after his arm was bound 

up again, fupervened convulfive twitchings. So that, in 

fa<Sk, we left our patient in a much weaker condition than 

we found him in, though I had been very (paring in taking 

blood from him. My hoft, neverthelefs, was very weU 

' Satisfied, and would not be perftiaded but that the tremor 

Was going oflf ; at the fame time he bade his wife give me 

for my trouble the bell of every thing they had in the 

houfe. 
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came aod t^d us» thi|t tj>e poop lad was at tUe point of WvsJ 
deatb. I cannot deny, l^t ik^% I reproached ipyfelf inter- 
naJJy, wHH having beep in a manner the inftrnment of his 
death ; J <M mt however e«nit, m order as it were to dif- 
bunEhen my confciep«i> tp reproach my hoft bitterly, as 
having been the principal ca\jfe of fending the foul of a 
Hottentot into eternity. But the good man feenaed fo ranch 
trouWed, and toojc it fo to heart, that I was a(aually going 
to comfort him^ when he at laft broke iilence with a deep 
figh, and anfwered roe with fome warmth, faying. The 
devU a bit did he care for the Hottentot or his foul either, 
fo that he could but get another ox-kader in his ftead, as 
he mmft foon drive to the Cape to difpofe of his butter. 

In the mean time we went to fee the ceremonies prac- 
ticed with the corpfe. In fa<St, they confift in this ; the 
Hottentots fliake, jolt, pummel and cuflf their dying coun- 
trymen, ^ well as fuch as are juft dead ; at the fame time 
Ihjieking and hollowing in their ears, and cafting a world 
of reproaches on them for dying. Neither do they forget 
heiides to endeavour, by fair words and promifes, to 
perfuade them not to leave this world ; as if it depended; 
on a man In the agonies of death, to die or not, juft as he 
leafed. I no.w faw this ceremony performed to a hair on the 
youth 1 had let blood, by two Hottentot old women. Indeed,, 
I w^ afraid, that by their perfeverance in this pious work, 
they would qwte fuffocate the fmall fpark of life which,, 
at leaft juft after our arrival, was perceived in him ; but, 
on t^e contrary, thje patient came a little to himfelf, fo 
that it appeared, as if by their ihaking and joltii?g, they 
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the whole length of the tail i^ther more than eighteen 
inches. This animal, in all probability, lives chiefly on a 
kind of round crabfilh arid frogs ; as in the frefli water of 
all the African rivers, that I have laid down in my map, 
two forts of fifli only, that I know of, are to be found, (and 
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thefe too in a very trifling quantity) viz. a very fmall kind ^'^75- 
oi gilt-bead^ the fpecies of which I have forgot to defcribe, 
and the cyprinus gonoryncbm^ about the lize of an ordinary 
herring. 

On the 17th we went from the arid Carrow diftridt into 
Lange Kloof y (or the Long Dale) which commences at Brak^ 
rivier. By way of reinforcing my team, I was obliged to 
buy another pair of oxen here, at eight rixdoUars a-head; 
The farmer's wife, who feemed to be the mafter here, 
warranted them to be without fault or bfemiih. As one 
of them, however, when we drove from hence, was foon 
found to be rather lame in one of the hind legs, we began 
to harbour fome fufpicions of the fair vender*s honefty. 
Her neighbours at leaft aflured us, that with refpedt to the 
dependence that was to be placed on her word, the ox 
might have been lame of all four legs, without our having 
any reafon to blame any thing but our own credulity. We 
were likewife over-reached with regard to a horfe that we 
left here, by this fame hoftefs of ours and her hu£band. 
Shortly after this they removed to the Cape, with a view 
to go into the commercial Hne there. They were never- 
thelefs at this time, hofpitable to the fuUeft extent of the 
word ; at the fame time, eating themfelves with an appe- 
tite that aftonifhed us. As hofpitality is commonly prac- 
tifed, and, indeed, is a leading feature in the charadter of 
the country people here, fo it appears to me from feveral 
circumftances, that deceit in their dealings is likewife very 
prevalent in the colony ; and by no means coniidered in fo 
low and defpicable a light, as it is with us, or as it really 
deferves to be. 

In 
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my ' In the neighbomrbood <ii Brah-Hviery as wdl as in other 
K.„PvO plaj3eB in Lange Khofi *bey itaade great cotiq)laii3ts o^acerti* 
tng the p- — graft mtnticmfed above, as gro%viiig ia jimh- 
quas Kioof\ though, nobody cxjuld, with any degree of oer* 
takity, point out any paitJcidar herb as ijoniing imdartHiat 
denomination. . ' 

In this part of the<»untry I was confulted. by a mseried 
woman, who, through ignoraftce, asAn^ as itn|NnteBoe>v 
had pulled away piece-m,eal her uterus^ which ^wa& in^ H 
prolapfed ftate, without any bad confcquenoes eiiidiii^. 

Near the foutce of Kgureioems^rivier there was'a^km^ 
from>¥hichy by a difficult and troublefome foot^psftli) ((mt 
might go in a day to iA^a-bay in Houtrtiquas» iF&t'tftiifi^ 
is Hkewife called Gbat^ikaf a nadie, Which, as there ^w^^ 
room for it in the map, I thought it was ptt)|)er to liieiK^ 
here fbr the fake of futtire travellers. As Mr. l^ak&jmk» 
and I, being on horfebackj had rid to a confidemble diftance 
before the waggon, Mre loft bur ^^ay, it being then very dstlk ; 
We hid the gobd luck, however, at length, to €x>me up fid 
a farm, not far from the laft-^mentioned river. We -l(Ai&d 
the farm inhabited only by fome Hottentots, who were iefk 
there by a colonift in order to look after it. They were 
foxrofe*grained, as not to anfwer either in Dutch or P©r*- 
tuguefe, Mr. Immelman's enquiries about the road, sd- 
though he protniied to give them fomething to drink, and 
though^ as we were afterwards afiured, they perfft^y un- 
^rftood both thefe languages ; but, to make amends, they 
jabbet^d a great deal to us in their own, of whiili, hoWi- 
ever, we could aot toraprehend a fyllable. I do not kflow 
2 ti^hsth^r 
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whether this behaviour proceeded from a wicked difpofirion, rj'Trf; 
the foundation of which is to be fought for in the general v-^vv^ 
depravity, as it is called, of human nature ; or whether it 
mi^bt.not rather be confidered* as a well-founded grudge 
harboured in thebreaftsofthefe people againft theChriftian 
colonifts. Since this adventure, we heard of many inftances, 
in which the fame thing had happened elfewhere to other 
GhriiUans,- who, by, way of putting a trick on thefe jxwr 
lello^s, pretended to be ignprant of th^ Hottentot language; 
and by this means heard unfufpe^ted the anfwers of the 
Hottentots, confiiting in mere impertinence and fcoffing 
jefts, which they threw out againft the Chriftiins with the 
higheil gjee, and, as they thought, with impunity, till the 
latter pulled off the maik in order to avenge themfelves. 

As we could get no information from thefe Hottentots, 
we endeavoured to find the way again ourfelves, as well as 
we could : but juft as I imagined I had hit upon it, and a$ 
I was riding acrofs the river juft mentioned, my horfe fank 
all at once into the ooze quite up to the faddle. I imme- 
diately threw myfelf oflFupon the bank; but we found it a 
difficult matter to drag my horfe out of this quagmire ; and 
after all were obliged, together with bur waggon, that 
came up afterwards, to wait for the dawn of the following 
day (the aad) before we' could find the right fording- 
place, when we proceeded to the river Kukoii or, as it is . 
pronounced, fKu'fkoi. 

This name, which fignifies head or mafter, has proba- 
bly been bellowed upon this river, as being the firil branch, 
or rather the fource of the great river of fCam-fNaJiy 
which again mns into that of fCamtour, The farm at 

Vol. L R r Kukoi 
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t^D^ol;s Qf Ibqth .fe;ces, who yfcv? pQ:f JiiO :^od^ p^rA^l, ^^-^^ 

^jeoaufe it was n9t ,^f)rtl^ ^^,cfilqpift> ^whijp ip ,l,ay ^old 911 
themy as they would be liable to bie demanded .b^k ^t^y 
.tl^of ^orcfi^r loaftfw:?. >Qa9,of ,;;^fe;tl^at I ^^flfed^on the 
rQ?i(|, ? v,^ ,ol4 m^ipi, 4jed ,(^5 pi w^^^^l^^ tJf^ 4^y ^fter ^f 

thick ftout ftaflF, g^qtecaily ,l^?<Md.,with,a lieayy ^r^tjftpqe 

.of ,tiKO pounijs we^bt.QrvPOpre, rpunded offi ,apd.w4^h a 

Jjple bp^j^d t^irpi>\§li tlpije ,iw4die ^of it, m.f^ff^^r $0 i^ore^e 

,ti^'4p^(? of tjie Jftiqlf^ ^fpr-^he pwrpofc of d^p^ vp4=Pois 

;an4 bvilb? <Hit.pf ,ihf jrwft^; »p4 ^t:,%e ^pcv? tiine il^r 

^pi^rqiqj the Jxard qlggr rhillpiqk^ .w^ich ^e iqxm<^,tf> ^l^e 

jK^htpf thrfie,j3rfp»?r!fefit, by ^ ^d ^f ,9^» (ji^r^fis)^ 

fppcfLps pjf j^ijff^ ^ yf^Fr^ ^e ioOves-men!? rfppd^^^^eftt 

meafure confifts., Jt |^ye r?^ AP ib»^l.pjjin» rtP \% ,tj^e 

pppr pl(i ,fijgi|iYes fx^w^eatly wafling tie remains of ,their 

A^qogth pn th^fe jkidW:?U;ed hillpcks in vain, fqme pther ani- 

xs^ ^^t /e^id? p^ ^ts, Jb^iyii^ ssrorked 4t^ wajy ipto, tl^enp, 

jand cpofvuagied all (^if;ir.]pi)Qtyifiop before hand. 

I yra3 at a place vi^J^^n^/fK/oof, where ieyeral Hottentpt 
fti^yesc^IoetP'bq|;tPbftpcpofo^rhofts. They acknow- 
ledged, that .they had coqie over fhe aioui;itains from Houi' 
ftiquas, where they h»d» indeed, %sud a yery good mailer ; 
but faidf that they then chofe tp go hpme to their ovv;n 
country: and, indeed, (p^cularly iince the death pf 
one pf their cpmpamoQ$>) were obliged to remoye >from 
thence. 

At KraheeMvier (i, e. tj^e riverof ftrife) the ground was 
very flpny, and there werie a great many heaps of pebble- 
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o'^o^V. ftones, three or four feet in height, that had lain there 
N-^v^ time out of mind ; fo that no conjedtures could be formed, 
to whiit end or on what occafion they had been laid up 
together. 

In a vale near this fpot I faw feveral large pits, with a 
Iharp ftake placed in the middle, intended as fhares to catch 
the larger fort of game. I a&d my horfe were very near 
being caught in one of tiiem ourfelves. 

In the mountains T\&dx JUipperi'drift lives, it is faid, a 
race of Hottentots, who, from the place of their abode, are 
called J^lountain-Hottientots. Thefe itfe, witliout doubt, the 
fame kind of Bolhies-men, that deal and make their prey 
of cattle, and, in other refpetfts, live On game ^nd the na- 
tural produce of the fields, as I have defcribed above. The 
farmerb hereabouts j on that account, did not dare to let their 
cattle fe^d>t aiiy diftance from their farms. ^ ' 

At Zwarte Kloofs a farm fituated between Kraikeel- and 
Wagenbooms-rhierst they Ihewed me a Hottentot girl, about 
ten years old, who, though bot^n and brought up in their 
fervice, had got, as they faid, ^Ven at that tender age, the 
Hottentot way of eloping. She had xun away for a fort- 
night together, and in all this time had lived on nothing 
but the wild produce of the fields and wood^ ; and yet had 
kept up her flefli, and returned home plump and in good 
condition. On her retiirn,''lhe ^ave an account of herfelf 
to the following purport. That Ihe had wandered to a 
great diftance, and once at the fight of a huge beaft, (which, 
on her giving a farther defcription of it, was fuppofed to 
have been a lion) flie was fo terribly frightened, that flie 
immediately made the beft of her way home. 

About 
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About Wagenbooms^rwier there is found, according to qI^^ 
all accounts, a lizard as black as a coal, about a foot in Kjy>j 
length, which we fuppofed to be very venomous, as the 
Hottentots teftified the greateft dread of them. This crea- 
ture is faid, however,* to be very rare. The heaps of flones 
lying near this fame river, are the peculiar abode of great 
^ numbers of thofe little animals which *are defcribed by 
M. Pallas, by the name of cavia Capenfis *, and by the ca-- 
lonifts are called dqffes^ or badgers. Thefe creatures, which 
have fome affinity with the ordinary marmots, and are 
about the fame fize, are eaten by many people, who look on 
them as a delicacy. They are likewife ealily made ex- 
tremely tame, and are found in many other places in the 
African mountains- The little Bqffen iflands on the weft- 
ern coaft of Africa, take their name from them. 

On thofe places in the mountains, where thefe creatures 
dwell, there is found a fubftance called here Dajfen-pifs. 
It refembles petrolaeum, or rock-oil, and by many, that 
have feen it, is actually confidered as fuch. It is like wife 
ufed by fome people for medical purpofes, and by them is 
fuppofed to have greater powers than is confiftent with 
any degree of probability. Finding that this fubftance did 
not ftand the fame proofs as petrolaeum, and at the fame 
time that it was found only in places frequented by the 
dqffesy I had fufficient reafon to conclude that it proceeded 
from this animal, and that it is moft probably the men- 
ftrual excretion of the creature ; as obfervations made on 
a tame female of this fpecies, have given room for fuch a 

♦ This animal is of the feme genus with the Guinca-pig, or cavia cohaya. 

fufpicion; 
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C HA P. IX. 



Journey from Lange Dal to Sxtsioamma» and FRoat 

THENCB TO SSA-COW RlYER. 



o 



N the ift of November we fet out for Kromme^ *77':' 
rivier, or the Crooked-river, fo called from- the cir- k^\>u 



cumftahCe of its runmng Vf^ msdiy turnings and wind- 
ings through a very narrow dile. This river was very 
^iH of ooze, and in other refpeiSks was inconveni^it to us^ 
as we had to crofe it eight times before we got to EJ^^ 
bofcb^ which was the fcdlowing day, or the ad of No- 
Wft^r. '^ 

1*h'e ham6 viit:jhn-6ofch is given to a kind of woody 
tradl jflong Effiii^rhier^ which, as well as -the wood, has 
taicen its name from the effe or a(h-tree, Thistree makes 
antentirtelyntw genus, and is defcribed by me in theTranf- 
anions of the Royal Academy of Sciences, by the name of 
lEkebergia Capenjisy in compliment to the Chevalier Charles 
Gu^TAvt?s Ekebero, Member of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, and Knight of the Order of Vafa, who was the 
eccafion of my 'making this voyage ; and who, by his zeal 
for natural hiftory, and the great pains he has been at in 
promoting it, is highly deferving of this diftindtion. 

The 
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«775- The trait of country round about this place is confidered 

November. ' * 

v«,rw> 2&four. A farmer had lately chofen this fpot to cultivate 
and live in. For the prefent, a hut compofed of leaves 
and {Iraw was all the houfe he had* Here I found and 
made a defcription of many trees and ftirubs, which I had 
not feen before. Here were likewife, in greater numbers 
than elfewhere, infedls of that peculiar genus firft defcribed 
by Profdlbr Thunbero* by the name of pneumoray in the 
Swedifti Tranfadtionsy Vol. XXXVI. p. 254. This fpecies, 
to which likewife muft be referred the Gryllus papillos. 
Fabr. is compofed of i. Pn. immac, (Gryll. unicol. Linn.) 
2. Pn. fnacuL (Gr. variolas, Linn. & Fabr.) 3. Pn. fex 
gutt. {Gx* inan. Fabr.) They are from two to three inches 
long) and : their abdom^) one fingle fins^ gut excepted, is 
always found empty, and at the fame time quite pellucid, 
9S well as blown up and diftended ; oa which account 
they are called blaa^-ops by the colonifts, and are faid to 
live on nothing but wind. In the day-time they are moftly 
fUent, but of an evening, in the places haunted by them, 
one ibmetimes hears from all fides the noi& of them, which 
is tremulous »id tolerably loud. They arei^ily allured by 
any flrong light in the dark, and are then ^)io/^ eafily caught ; 
but very rarely appear at that time. A perfon aflbred me, 
they might eafily be brougjht out of their hiding-places by 
a noife, or by talking to them, as it were, and going to 
meet them ; but when he made the experiment, in my 
prefence it failed. 

On the 3d we baited at the next farm, which was on the 
other fide of Diep-rivier. Several Hottentots of the Bofliies- 
man race, who were in the farmer*s fervice, had their huts 

near 
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near the farm. Thefe huts were made of ftraw, but were ^^'775: 

Novembeiv 

now, for the greater part, covered belides with large flips of 
elephant's flefli, which was cut out zig-zag fafhion in 
firings or flips of the thicknefs of two, three, and four 
fingers breadth, and ftrung together to the length of many^ 
yards. Some of thefe were wound round the huts, while 
others were ftretched from one hut to the other for the 
fake of drying them. At this time the men, women, and 
children here had no other employment than to fleep, 
fmoke, and feaft upon elephant's flefh. And though I had 
eaten dog's flefli in the South-Sea, yet the appearance and 
flavour of the prefent entertainment, were fuflicient to take 
from me all curiofity and defire of tafting that of the 
elephant. * Befides, at this time it was not frefli, but had 
been dried for fome days in the fun ; fo that had I tafted 
of it, my opinion could not by any means have been de- 
pended on; and I fliould have drawn upon myfelf the 
contempt of the colonifts into the bargain, who look upon 
it almoft as horrible an a6lion to eat the flefli of an elephant 
as that of a man ; as the elephant, according to them, is 
a very intelligent animal, infomuch that, when it is 
wounded and finds that it. cannot efcape from its enemies, 
it will in a manner weep, the tears running down its 
cheeks, in like manner as in the human fpecies when in 
forrow and affiidtion. — I was defirous of riding out upon 
the plains where the elephants had been fliot, in order t9 
fee the flceletons of them; but was aflured, that all their 
bones had been ahead y dragged off the premifes by the 
wolves.. 
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«775- This which they were now feaftins upon they fuppofed 

November. , , , r, , - . - 

y^r-i^U to be a young male, as the tulks were rather of the fmalleft, 
being no more than three feet Jong, and its largeft grinders 
not above four inches in breadth 4 while the grinder of an 
elephant which I got from feme other elephant-hunters at 
the Gape, and now keep in the cabinet of the Royal Aca- 
.demy of Sciences, is nine inches broad, and weighs four 
pounds and a half; though it bears evident marks of 
having been the fartheft tooth in the jaw, and of not being 
grown to its full lize, having been manifeftly included in 
the gum to aboat two-thirds of its length. The diftance 
from the root to the top of the tooth, or its elevation above 
the focket, feems to have been five inches. One of the 
ears of the elephant ihot at this place, was reported to have 
reached from the ihoulders of a middle-fized Hottentot 
,down to the ground. One of the fore-legs, which had 
been brought to the farm, lay there as yet undifleded. 
The hide was not nearly fo compacft and clofe as thofe of 
the rhinoceros and hippopotamus, but the texture of it 
feemed to be compofed of larger tubes and hiood-veflels ; 
at the fame time that the external furface of it was more 
uneven, wrinkled, and knotty, and therefore cannot be 
ufed for making whips, as are the hides of the animals 
juft mentioned. The foot was almoft round, meafuring 
very little more acrofs than the leg, which was hardly one 
-foot in diameter. The toes ihould be always five in num- 
ber, but the hoofs vary in that refpecft, according to the 
obfervation of M. de Buffon, Tom. XI. p. 68. In this 
fpecimen 1 found only four, the largeft of which feemed 
to have been on the outfide of the foot, and th^ fmalleft 
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were but one inch each in diameter; The Ikin under the ^, ^71$^ 

/* I 1 • t n r- n November. 

foot, did not feem to be thicker or of a firmer texture than Ky^r^J 
that of the other parts of the body. 

It was fuppofed, that the elephant which was fhot here, 
had been driven away from its herd by fome other males 
ftronger than itfelf out of Sitftcamma^ in the thick forefts 
of which diftridt the elephants may yet find an afylum ; or, 
to fpeak more properly, be fortified againft the attacks of 
their enemies: for as to Lange Kloofj and other places 
which the Chriftians had begun to inhabit, thefe animals 
were obliged immediately to retire from them. The chace 
of the elephant here mentioned was, according to the ac- 
count given by the hunters themfelves, (a couple of farmers) 
carried on in the following manner: 

On the very evening on which they faw this huge ani- 
mal, they immediately refolved to purfue it on horfeback ; 
though fo far were they from being Ikilful and pracStifed 
elephant-hunters, that they never before fet eyes upon one 
of thefe animals. This, however, according to their de- 
fcription, was, in all probability, not more than eleven or 
twelve feet high ; while, on the other hand, the largeft of 
this fpecies are faid to attain to the height of fifteen or fix- - 
teen feet*. Their horfes, though as much unaccuftomed 
as their riders to the fight of this coloflfal animal, yet did 
ttot flinch in the leaft. Neither indeed did the animal feem ^ 

♦If this be the cafe, the Aftatic elephants^ are nrach inferior to the African in point 
offize: as Mr, Wolf, who was nineteen years in Ceylon, where thefe animals arc 
largeft, and who had opportunities of getting the heft information concerning them, > 
fp^aks of twelve feet, or fix German ells, as being a great height, and mentions an i 
elephant of twelve feet and an inch in height, as a great curiofity. Vid. the Life and- > 
Adventures of J.. C. Wolf, with his Voyage to Ceylon, juft pMbliibed. 
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NoVembcr ^ troublc himfelf about them, till they came within lixty 
^•v^ or feventy paces of him ; when one of them at that inftant, 
after the tifual manner of thedapc huntfmen, jumped off 
his horfe, and, fecuring the bridle, fell upon one knee, 
and with his left-hand flicking his ramrod into the ground, 
and then refting his piece upon it, took his aim and fired 
at the elephant, which then had got about forty or fifty 
paces farther off: for in this country, when they hunt the 
larger kind of animals, they generally choofe to take the 
opportunity of firing at the diftance of one hundred and 
fifty paces ; on the one hand, becaufe they load their pieces 
in fuch a manner, that the ball, in their opinion, does 
mofl execution at that diftance ; and on the other, becaufe, 
at this diftance, they can gain time to mount their horfes 
again, and make off, before the wounded animal can come 
up to them to take his revenge. Scarcely had our fportf- 
man got into the faddle, and turned his horfe's head round, 
before he found that the elephant was at his heels, Juft 
at that inftant the creature fet up a Ihrill piercing cry, 
which he thought he felt pierce to the very marrow of his 
bones ; and which occafioned his horfe likewife to make 
feveral hafty leaps, and then gallop away twice as faft as 
before. In the mean time, the huntfman had the prefence 
of mind to ride his horfe up an afcent, knowing that ele- 
phants and other large animals are flow and unwieldy going 
up hill, in proportion to their weight, but the contrary in 
going down hill. By this means he not only made the 
more fure of diftancing his antagonift, but his companion 
iiad the more time to advance on one fide of the elephant, 
where he thought he could eafieft direct his fliot at the 
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lieart and larger arteries belonging to the lungs of the ani- "^n^- 
maL Neither did this, however, hit any dangerous part, C^^^' 
as the horfe was unruly and pulled at the bridle, which 
the man had hung over his right arm, at the inftant that, 
in like manner as the former, he had jumped off his horfe 
and difcharged his piece. The elephant now turned upon this 
latter ant^gonift, but was foon tired of purfuing him, as the 
fportfman had an opportunity of riding from him up a ftill 
lleeper hill than his companion. Afterwards the t\vo hunters 
found it would anfwer better to hold each other's horfes, 
fo that they fhould not get away, while each of the fportf- 
men fired their pieces by turns. The elephant, even after 
the third ball, ftill threatened vengeance ; but the fourth 
entirely cooled his courage : however, he did not abfolutely 
drop till he had received the eighth. Several experienced 
hunters of elephants neverthelefs have aflured me, that one 
iingle ball is fufficient to bring an elephant to the ground, 
but for this purpofe it is neceflary, 

I ft. That the bore of the piece be large enough to ad- 
mit of a ball weighing about three, or at Jeaft above two 
ounces^ 

2dly, That .the piece be well ftocked, which will ena- 
ble it to bear a higher charge ; for it muft be obferved, 
that the farmers, for the purpofe of hunting the elephant, 
fea-cow, rhinoceros, and even the buffalo, generally chufe 
(and pay a good price for) the large old-fafliioned Swedifli 
and Danilh mufkets, which at prefent, on account of their 
great weight and clumfinefs, are no longer in ufe; but 
they generally put a ftronger ftock to them than they had 
before, in order that they may bear a charge fo much the 

higher 
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through a plough-fhare of a tolerable thicknefs. Indeed I 
never fiw this done, but do not look upon it as incredible; : 
as when I feemed to doubt of the fa6l, feveral people of-- 
fered to lay me a wager of it. On the other hand, I was 
the more inclined to believe it, as I knew that with a mere 
leaden piftol bullet, a perfon has fometimes fhot through 
a breaft-plate. I have heard many fportfmen mention it, 
as a fadt well known among their fraternity, that when 
they have got an opportunity of firing with the larger 
kind of fire-arms among a herd of zebras and quaggas 
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that have Jftood clofe together, the ball, when it did not j^ '775- 
hit upon any of the honey parts of them, has palTed through \^vO* 
four or five of thefe at a time. 

4thly, It is neceffary above all things to hit the elephant 
on the heart, or fomewhere near it, where it is a great 
chance but that the ball meets with fome large blood- veflel, 
by which means the animal foon bleeds to death. It is 
therefore the more requifite to have a large piece, as the 
wound made by a fmall ball, may ealily happen to be clofed 
up with fat or clots of blood ; not to mention that the elaf- 
ticity of the hide and mufcular fibres, in the elephant, ^rhi- 
noceros, and many other large animals, is proportionally 
greater than in the fmaller kind of game ; in confequence 
of which circumflance, the wound made by the fhot is the 
more ealily contradled and diminifhed. 

Indeed, a man famous for fhooting of elephants told 
me, that the befl way to come at the heart of this animal, 
was to level the piece at that part of its fide, which is gene- 
rally in conta6t with the tips of its ears ; but to Judge from 
the beautiful drawing of this creature in M. de Buffon's 
work, the ears feem too Ihort for the diredlions given me 
by my informer to be of any ufe ; except, indeed, that the 
African elephants fliotild have fome what longer ears than 
that of M. DE BuFFON ; or that the ears in the large and 
very old animals of this fpecies,^ are proportionably njuch 
more lengthened, than in the young one xeprefented ia the 
work above-mentioned. 

The huntfmen at the Cape feem to have learned from 
experience, not to take aim at the elephant's head, as the 
brain is too fmall to be eafily hit^ and is moreover well 
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man goes after them again, and always finds an opportu- 
nity of fliooting fome of them. When one of thefe beafts 
is hit only upon the flank, it is commonly faid, that he 
has received earneft of the huntfman, as he is rendered 
lame by it, and in confequence of this may expedt 
from them a more dangerous wound before he can be able 
to get off. The larger the elephant's teeth are, and the 
older the animals are themfelves, the heavier and flower like- 
wife they are faid to be, and find it more difficult to efcape^ 
At times, when the fun has flione extremely hot, they 
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h-ave been generally found very weak and weary, fo that i^^H'^J^^^ 
people have ventured forth on foot to ftioot them. Some V,^y-^ 
Hottentots, who are trained up to fhooting, and often 
carried out by the farmers for this purpofe, are particularly 
daring in this point ; as they are not only fwifter in 
running, but alfo, not without reafon, fuppofe that they 
•have a lefs fufpicious appearance than the white people in 
the eyes of the elephants and other animals; and, on 
account of the rank odour they have, (fomewhat like that 
of game) which proceeds from their Ikin-cloaks, their 
greafe, and their bucku powder, are lefs liable to be dif- 
covered by the fcent. 

When the elephant finds himfelf wounded, it is faid that 
he never oiFers to defend himfelf from his enemies, and 
frequently not even to fly from them, but ftands ftiil to 
cool himfelf, and fprinkle himfelf with the water, which 
he ibmetimes keeps in referve in his probofcis. At this 
jundlure, if he comes to a piece of water, and finds himfelf 
warm, he fucks up fome of it, in order to fprinkle himfelf 
with it. It is already well known to naturalifts, that the 
elephant's haunts are generally near rivers ; neither are they 
ignorant of the care and regularity with which, in Afia, thofe 
that are rendered tame, are taken to water in order to be wafh- 
ed : fo that it did not feem at all incredible to me, that the ele- 
phants fhould Ibmetimes be found, as I am informed they 
often are, in the dry torrid fields of Africa, quite faint and 
dying with third. One perfon affured me, that in a marfhy 
place, or, more properly fpeaking, a place full of land-fprings, 
(fontem grand) he had obferved pretty diftin£t veftiges of ele- 
phants having lain there* AH the accounts I could coledt. 

Vol. I. T t agreed 



Digitized by 



Google 



3aa 



A VOYAGE TO THE 



^775- agreed in this, that thefe animals, when h«nted, endei- 
C^^^ voured, with the greateft care, to avoid muddy rivers, 
probably that they might not ilick faft in the ooze ; while, 
on the other hand, they induftrioufly fought out the larger 
rivers, over which they fwam with great eafe. For not* 
withftanding that the elephant, from ,his feet, and the 
pofition of his limbs, does not feem to be adapted for 
fwimming when he is out of his depth in the water, his body 
and head being entirely funk under the furface, yet he is in 
lefs danger of being drowned than other land aninjals, as he 
carries his long trunk raifed above the furface of the water 
in order to breathe, and can fteer his courfe in it by means of 
this appendage, which at the fame time forms his nofe or 
organ of fmell, and is endued with a great olfadlory power, ft 
has confequently been obferved, that when feveral elephants 
have fwam over a river at the fame time, they have all 
found the way very well ; and have been able at the fame 
time to avoid running foul of each other, though their 
heads and eyes have been all the while under watien 

It is merely for the fake of the teeth that the elephants 
are hunted by the colonifts, excepting when they can 
contrive to preferve the flefh for their fervants, viz, their 
flaves and Hottentots. And as the lai^ger elephants teeth 
weigh from one hundred to one hundred and fifty Dutch 
pounds, which may be difpofed of to government for as 
many guilders, fo that a man may fometimes earn three 
hundred guilders at one 'fhot, it is jno wonder that the 
hunters of elephants are often fo extremely venturefome. 
A peafant (now dead) who had hunted a large elephant 
over the mouth of ZondagS'-fiviery where it is very deep 
I and 
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and broad, was bold enough to purfue it with his horfe, nrs* 
and got over very fafe, though he carried his heavy gun L^^yv' 
with him on his Ihoulder, and could not fwim himfelf. 
It was faid, however, that he got nothing by this bold 
and daring adtion, as the elephant took refuge in a clofe 
thorny thicket, where the hunter neither could nor dared 
to follow it. 

It is only on the plains that they can fucceed in attack- 
ing the elephants; in the woods, where the attack cannot 
be made otherwife than on foot, the chafe is always mqr^ 
dangerous. The hunter muft take great care to get on 
the lee fide of the animal, or againft the wind ; for if by 
means of the wind he once gets fcent of the hunter, he 
rulhes direftly on him, endeavouring to kill him, efpe- 
cially if (as frequently is the cafe) he has ever been hunt- 
ed before ; and thus has had occafion to know from expe- 
rience, how dangerous and bold thefe markfmen ^re. 
More than one of thefe daring men have, by this means, 
been brought into the greateft danger. ,Dirk Marcus, 
the man I mentioned before as living ^t Hagel-craal^ gave 
me an account of one of his adventures of the chafe as 
follows : 

" Once in my younger days, faid he, when from a 
hill covered with buiflies. near a wood, ! was endeavouring 
to fteal upon an elephant to the leeward of Aie, on a 
fudden I heard from the lee fide,, a frightful cry, or noife; 
and though at that time I was, one of the bojideft ele- 
phant-hunters in the whole, country, I cannot i4wy> but 
that I wa^ in a terrible taking, infomuch /that I bpljeve the 
hair on my head ftoodquite ah end. At tli© iame time it . 

T t a appeared 



Digitized by 



Google 



3*4 



A VOYAGE TO TH ». 



»77S' appeared to me, as though Ihad had feveral pails of cold 
Crvv> water thrown over me, without my being aWe to ftir 
from the fix)t, before I few this huge creature fo near mej 
that he was almoft on the. point of laying hold on me with 
his trunfc. At that ihftant I fortunately had the prefehce 
of mind to take to my legs, and, to my great amazement, 
found myfelf fo fwift, that I thought I fcarcely touched 
the- ground: the beaft, however, was ia the mean time 
pretty clofe at my heels j but having at laft got to the 
wood, and crept away from him between the trees, the 
elephant could not eafily follow me. With refpe<5t to the 
place I was in at firfb) I am certain that the animal could 
not fee me, andconfequently that he firft found' rae oiit 
by the fcent; It? may be thought, indeed, that^ out of 
revenge at leaft, I ought to have fired my piece at this 
fancy intruder ; but, in fa<St, he came upon me fo unex- 
pectedly, that in my firft fright I -did not think of it : and 
afterwards, my life depended upon every ftep' I took ^ . and 
at laft I was too much out of breath to attempt, any thing of 
that kind, being in fafb very glad to get off fd well as I 
did. Beiides I doubt much, whether' a baH lodged, in the 
cheft, would have gone through the jdeura into the heart; 
the fureft method is, to iire the ball in between the ribs, 
quite flanting" through the-lung&or cheft i" 

Another of thefe bufti-fighting gentry, . Claas Volk 
by name, according to aH accounts was not fo fortunate. 
Being once upon a plain under the flielter of a few.fcam- 
bling thorn-trees, {mimofa Nilotica) he thought he fhould 
be able to fteal upon an elephant • that was near the.fpot; 
but was difcovered, purfued, and overtaken by the. animal, 
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which laid hold of^ him with his tr^nk, and beat him to^, '775- 
death. This,, however, is the only mftance m the me- s/vo 
mory of man,^ of any of thefe hunters having met with a^ 
misfortune in the exercife of their profeffion ; excepting ; 
another peafant of the name of Rulof Chamfer, , in 
whofe fide an elephant made a deep hole with its- toe, as 
(without feeing the man) it was lifting up its foot in order 
to ftep over him. I examined the fear left after this wound, » 
and found a deep depreffion. of four of the ribs, . which 
were ftill fradured, and pf which, the man. complained a 
good deal upon any change of weather. This misfor- • 
tune had happened to him many years before, near Zwart^ 
kops-rivier^ where, with two of his companions, he lay 
fleeping in the open air, by a fire that was almofl: burnt 
out. Thefe two, very luckily for them, awoke a little 
before the arrival of. the elephant, and crept away among 
the buflies ; but the faddle-horfes belonging to all the three, 
which, indeed, were tied to a tree, had their backs broken 
in feveral places. The elephants were four or five in 
number, ^ and were paffing on their way very leifurely, at 
the time when they did this mifehief. . 

From, what has been already related,, it follows evident- 
ly, that the elephant- hunt, fo circumftantially defcribed by 
M. DE LA Caille, in his Journal Hijiorique du Voyage fait 
au Cap de B. Kjperancey p. 15S, 159, 160, 161, 162, as 
being undertaken by the colonifts with lances, can be no- 
thing elfe but a ftory, with which fomebody impofed upon 
the good Abbe's credulity; and which, when I was at the 
Cape, feveral people that knew a little more of the matter, 
were ^racelefs enough to make a jeft of. Neither, is. there 

much.^ 
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creature to be witpefs of their union, (a drcumilance '^^ 
which thefe animals Ji^ve always reafon to be apprehenfive ^^ 
of,) even though the maJe ^d female are both fliut up 
together in the fame dark liable. ,Oth<Er8 indeed have gone 
fo far as to affert, that the eleph^ts are fo (hy, as not to 
fuffer any of their own kind to be prefent at tjieir copulation. 
And many haye endeavoured to explain the continence of 
thefe animals in thejr domefticated ftate, from the confi- 
deration of their magn.auimity and pride, fuppoUng ^hem 
to have too much ,feofe» as. well tis greatnels of foul, to 
wifh to multiply their race, and thus debafe it by bringing 
it into the world ip a ftate of bondage to mankind. But 
lince we know, that elephants fuflFer themfelves to he 
brought to obedience fooner, and, indeed, to a greater' 
degree of fubje<5lion than almoft any other animal, itihould' 
feem that neither can we, with any reafon, beftow our 
approbation on this latter, opinion. 

In all probability, therefore, this repugnance in a point 
to which nature, on the other fide, vil\bly encourages all 
her creatui:es, proceeds froni the peculiar make of the 
elephant, rendering it partly unfit for the performance of 
thefe rites ; an impediment which nature, perhaps,, found 
it neceflary.to fet up againft t^ie too great, increafe of thefe 
gigantic animals ; as, were it otherwife, by defolating and 
laying wafte the whole extent of the warmer climates, they 
would bring on the deftrudlion of their own fpecies. 
Moreover, as nature does not operate without means, may 
jXQt, the cQntinence of. the elephant, whether natural to it, 
or whether it be the mete confequence of its form, or other 
accidental circumftances, may not, I fay, this continence 
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no one has ever been able to fay, that he had been an 
£ye-witnefs to this, yet that great naturaHft, M. de Buffon, 
^om. XL p. 635 looks upcMi it as fo incontrovertible a point, 
that he aflures us, he Ihould not once have doubted of it, 
£wen if the travellers De Feynes, Ta verniers, and Bus- 
•sis did not accord with him, which, however, they do in 
Ihis particular. He therefore obje<as likewife againft 
Ariftotle, and that with fo much the greater reafon, as 
ihis author -defcribes their copulation as differing in no 
mother way from that of other quadrupeds, than merely in 
.the female's lowering her loins on this occafion. NeVer- 
Ihelefs, in order to determine this lingular queftion with 
:mQre certainty, I let flip no opportunity of interrogating 
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on the fubjecSfc every elephant-hunter I faw. To this ^, '775- . 

_ __ -. _. , •,/^^ , November. 

query they all agreed m replying, that with refpect to the \^y\j 
above-mentioned argument, they ihould be inclined to 
approve of the common opinion, if they had not been 
differently informed by two of their companions, Jacob 
KoK and Marcus Potgieter, who had adlually feen 
elephants copulate. I met, however, only with the for- 
mer of thefe hunters, who told me, he had likewife him- 
felf been of opinion, that the female was obliged to lie 
on her back on this occafion ; till at length, being out 
along with Potgieter hunting of elephants, he had occa- 
iiqn to think otherwife. On a certain fpot they came to, 
they could reckon about eight elephants, which, on account 
of the fm^ lize of their tufks, they took for females, 
excepting two large ones ; which, making feveral circles 
round one of thefe that they took for females, (the only 
one, perhaps, in rut) frequently (in all probability, by 
way of careffing her) ftruck her with their trunks, till 
at length Ihe threw herfelf down upon her knees, and 
keeping the fpine of her back in a ftiff and extended po- 
lition, brought her hind-feet quite clofe to her fore-feet, 
or fomewhat beyond them ; fo that fhe almoft, as it were, 
flood upon her head. In this conftrained pofture they 
faw her wait a long time for the carefles of the males, 
who, in fadt, likewife endeavoured to perform the matri- 
monial rites, but from jealoufy hindered each other, when- 
ever either of them began to mount. After two hours 
had thus elapfed, the patience of our hunters began tp 
tire ; and the rather, becaufe, on account of the uneven 
and ftoney nature of the ground, which, however, had 
Vol. 1. U u no 
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at the fame time inviting the male elephant by a peculiar 
cry, &c. but as the author did not fee this himfelf, and 
that befides it is entirely contrary to the modefty and diflike 
to copulation for which the female elephants have always 
been remarked, I cannot do otherwife than leave M.Ta ver- 
nier^ relation and different opinions touching the fubjedt, 
to the teft of future experience*. With 

* Cotnpare with the foregoing account thatgiven by Wolf with vtCpeSt to this 
fcibjcft, in a book juft publimcd, calkd ^ The Life and Adventures of John Chris- 
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With regard to the time that the female elephants go »775- 
with young, I could get no information ; but that their \^y\j ' 
cubs fiicfc with their trunks, is confirmed by the obferva- 
tions of many. The female elephants have, moreover, 
been feen followed by two or three cubs at a time, though 
of very different lizes, viz. from three to eight or nine 
feet hi^ ; but the largeil of them, which confequently 
was almoft full grown, was, neverthelefs, to the great afto- 
nifhment of the huntfman, fuckled by the mother. And 
when it fo happens, as is not unfrequently the cafe, that 
the female being (hot, a very youbg cub has been deprived 
of its mother, and at the fame time been feparated from 
the other dephants, it has endeavoured to aflbciate with 
the hunters and their horfes, in the place of its deceafed 
mother, and followed them wherever they went. With 
relation to this, feveral farmers aflured me, that they could 
get fome milch-oows from the Hottentots in the way of 
barter, or take fome from home along with them, to.n^ar 
the elephant's cubs with, in cafe they had any tolerable 
encouragement given them hy tl>e governor : but, perhaps* 
in defeat of milch-cows, which, in fa<^, are rather difficult 
to be had there* they may .bring up the yoimg elephants 
with gruel or porridge, .or elle with>deccK^ons, or. other 

TOFHEK Wolf, wittv-bis^ Voyage to Ceyloa." This author pret^s to ,bfYc;had as 
much experience in relation to elephants, as the generality of jockies in England have 
with ceipe^ltohodes; and po&tivelyailIects,,that the female lies on ber.ba^k on. this 
occafion, atr the (June time giving a circunDftantial ^defcription of t]ie whole procefs. But 
then again, in the Additions to the Hiftory of the Elephants which M. oe Bvtsoh 
has eiven in his S^p(rip^)ent, Tom. HI. (^d.'in 4to) apd Tom.,VI.,p. 165, (ed. in izme) 
a M. Bles .defcribes the copulation of the elephants in Ceylon, In the fame manner a» 
i«rmer Keic does here. 

^U u 2 preparations 
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NoVember. prcparations of thofe herbs which it has been remarked, 
\^y^>J that the elephants principally chufe to feed on. 

According to the accounts of authors, and to what I 
could learn both from the Hottentots and colonifts, elephants 
have no fcrotum ; but their young fucklings might pro- 
bably, neverthelefs, undergo a certain operation, and thus 
might be domefticated to greater advantage than thofe that 
are now ufed in India ; for by means of this operation, as 
well as by habit, they would infallibly be lefs nice in their 
food, lefs riotous and unruly, more hardy, and not in the 
leaft fubjeit to the fury that fometimes feizes them in the 
rutting feafon. But though food feems more difficult to 
be got for elephants in India, than it poffibly could be at 
the Cape, yet I doubt whether it would be worth while 
for many private people in that colony to keep them ; but 
it certainly would be very proper for government to endea- 
vour to tame fome of thefe animals, and ufe them in its 
fervice. In India an elephant has an hundred pounds of 
rice-groats daily, fome of it raw, and fome boiled and mixed 
up with butter and fugar ; befides this, they give it arrack 
and pifang, (vid. Buffon, p. 43 ;) but as this animal in its 
favage ftate gets neither butter nor arrack, this, perhaps, 
is to the full as unneceffary as that it fhould be ferved out 
of golden veflels, and be waited on by noblemen, as is 
done in Pegu. M. de Buffon, 1. c. fuppofes the con- 
fumption of provifion by a wild elephant to amount to 
150 pounds of grafs and roots daily ; and in the Memoires 
pour fervir a PHiJi. des Animaux we find, that in the laft 
century, an elephant in the menagerie at Verfailles, was 
reckoned to be very fufficiently fed with 80 pounds of 
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bread, two buckets of foup, and twelve bottles of wine ^^^^l^^^ 
every day. This elephant died in its 17 th year, but would, ^J>y>J 
perhaps, have lived longer, if it had not been fed quite 
fo plentifully ; as otherwife the age of an elephant is 
reckoned 150, 200, and even 300 years, or more. Per- 
haps a young one brought up at the Cape, would be con- 
tented with diftiller's walh, grains, cabbage, and other 
vegetables, together with parboiled barley, malt, or wheat. 
Wine being not very wholefome for them, might be very 
well difpenfed with ; but as by promifing it hquors, this 
animal may be made to exert itfelf to a greater degree 
than ufual, it might not be amifs to give it a few bottles 
of wine now and then. However, as wine in this colony 
is at a very low price, the expence with regard to this 
article is likewife tolerable : neverthelefs, it cannot be de- 
nied, but that even at the Cape it mull be difficult to find 
fo large an animal as this in provifion ; but, on the other 
hand, it muft be remembered, what great advantages may 
be gained by keeping them ; for befides that the elephant 
is extremely docile, fenfible, and obedient, its ftrength is 
very confiderable. It is faid to be able with its trunk, to 
lift two hundred weight from the ground on to its 
Ihoulders without the leaft difficulty, and to carry goods to 
the amount of three thoufand two hundred weight with 
eafe and pleafure. It is likewife able to pull up trees by 
the roots with its tulks, and break the branches off with 
its fnout (vid. Buffon, I.e. p. 41, 42;) nay, with this*" 
Angular inftrument it can untie knots with great readinefs, 
open locks, and take up the fmalleil piece of money from 
the ground. 

" But 
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. »77S- «< Btit to firite an idea (fayS M. DE Buffon) of the fer- 

Kovembcr. o , / , . »•/-/»-. 

^•V^ vice this animal iis capable of doing, it is fumcient to men- 
tion, that all the caiks* facks, and packs which are fent 
3Erom one place to another in the Indies, ate conveyed by 
iei6f)hants ; that they are capable of carrying burthens oh 
'their backs, liecks, tulks, and even in *heir mouths, by 
lileahs of a tope, one end 6i which is given to them, and 
"which they hold between their teeth ; that being endued 
with as much intelligence as ftrength, they take care not 
to break tior do any damage to the parcels entrufted to 
their care ; that they take them from oflf the beach into 
the boats without fuffering them to be wet, laying them 
down gently, and adjufting them in their jM'oper places-; 
*that "whbn they 'have put them into the place where they 
were ordered, they try with their ^trunk^, whether they 
'itehd fife or not ; and if a cafk is in danger of rolling, 
they will go and get ftones Of their own accord to fct 
kgairift it." 

SO that it is no wonder, that an animal of fuch great 
litility feils in India for nine, or ten, nay, even as high as 
*thirty-15x thciafend livres (vid. 1. c. p. 43.) Thefe animals 
"woulii be found partieularly fervittable in bringing timber 
'froth 'Houtm<iuas2.nd Gfvot FaHefs^bqfch, and in tranfporb- 
ing goods between the Cape ^nd -Ptiffe Bay ; efpecially as, 
according to BufIfon, p. 42, they can with great eafe 
perforin a joHrney of 'fifteen or twenty leagues a day, and 
twice as mu(!:h ii you puifli 'them on. They make as 
'inuchway in their wall^ as a hotfe Hoes in his tifaal trot, 
and in running as a^ horie does in a gaHop, (1. c.) " 'When 
in forae places they are difturbed by the hunters at the 
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Cap^ and find no woods th^-e to flaelter them, they do ^775' 
not flxjp before they get jfeveral days journey from die fpot v.<i»yio* 
where they were. As the elephants m this colony are 
now become more wary, withdrawing into Sitficamma and 
other wtxidy tradts of country where they are difficult to 
get at, or far up the country on the north lide of Fifcb- 
rwier and into Cafferlandy people have lately been lefs in- 
clined to Jiuntiug them than they were for feveral years 
back ; efpecially as they are obliged to fell all the ivory to 
the company, which pays by the pound left by one half for 
the fmall tuiks tiian what it does for the large ones : for 
which reafon, the peafants frequently fmuggle the fmall 
tulks to the Cape in their butter-tubs, with a view to get 
fomewhat better payment for them Jfrqm the private mer^ 
chants. Many years back, when the elephants were to be 
found near the Cape, nine or ten people (feveral of whom 
were living when I was there) particularly diftinguiftied 
themfelves by their fucoefk in (hooting thefe gnimals, though 
not without undergoing fome danger and hunger, and the 
greateft difficulties for ipaay micmtiis together ; after v/hich, 
on the other hand? they would in an equal, or perhaps 
much fliorter period of time, as freely and prodigally fpend 
what they had earned in thefe expeditions^ which might 
be from an hundred to three hupdred- rixdollars a man. 
The confequence of this was, that a confiderable num- 
ber of elephants have been deftroyed: rieverthelefs, it is 
agreed on all hands, that this is a mere nctthing in com- 
parifon of the number of thofe that efcape ; as ibmetimes 
one fees them in herds to the amount of feveral hundreds 
or even thoufands, though, perhaps, one is not able to 
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at length traced it out by the fcent, went at night, when it 
was dark, to the craal, and, by way of revenge, deftroyed 
and turned topfy-turvy every thing (he found. 

Both Negroes and Hottentots lay fiiares for thefe animals 
by means of pits which they make, covering them over 
neatly afterwards, in places where the elephants are ufed to 
pafs, but the number caught by this method is very inconfi- 
derable. I have alfo been told, that the Hottentots are 
fometimes adventurous enough to throw poifoned darts at 

an 



Digitized by 



Google 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 337 

an elephant, after which they muft have the patience to ^JJJJ: 
follow the animal feveral days by the fcent, before the o^vo* 
poifon is capable of diffufing itfelf over its huge body, and 
of cauling it to fall. 

The Negroes, who, as I have been exprefsly informed, 
mutually buy and fell the tail of the elephant at the price 
of its weight in gold, or (according to M. de Buffon, p. 63,) 
for two or three flaves, induced by fome fuperftitious no- 
tion, are bold and enterprifing enough to cut it off from 
the body of the living animal. The Hottentots, however, 
fet no more value upon it than they do upon the tail of the 
buffalo or of other animals, which they carry in their 
girdles, as tokens of their dexterity and fuccefs in hunting. 

I brought the tail of an elephant home with me. The 
Ikin of it being ftripped off to the length of a foot, and 
dried, is two inches broad, and about the thicknefs of a 
thin ox's hide. Probably on the body of the animal when 
alive, this tail was fcarcely thicker than a man's thumb. 

On the tip of it, and from thence upwards to the height 
of a foot, on the back part, grow fome fliff fmooth briftles, 
of a glofly black colour, and fourteen or fifteen inches long*, 
in all to the number of about one hundred and eighty, of 
the thicknefs of middling packthread or iron wire. Thefe 
briftles are not hollow, but of a horny nature throughout 
their whole fubftance ; a great many of them, however, 
are tough, and will bear to be doubled or tied in knots 
without breaking, being indeed fcarcely to be fnapped 
afunder by the ftrength of a man, for which reafon they 
would be ufeful for making beards to fifliing-hooks ; 
though fome of them, on the other Jiand, are very brittle. 
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»775- The greater part are rather flat than round, and many of 
K^iysj them very uneven and a httle twifted, while lome are 
thicker towards the point. Perhaps thefe hairs are not to 
be found upon every elephant, but only upon the large 
and old ones; as feveral of my acquaintance, who have 
feen thefe animals in the menageries of Peterfburgh and^ 
Paris, could not recoUedt having obferved thefe brifUes^- 
fuch as I have been defcribing, and actually fliewed to^ 
them at the time. 

Foflil elephants teeth, perhaps, are feldom to be had at 
the Cape ;^ probably from, their not having dug deep aiy 
where thereabouts, as well as from the Hottentots having, 
long fince catched up and fold fuch as, after the death ojE^ 
any elephant, may have been found near the furface, and 
likewife from the Caffres being accuftomed to make brace- 
lets of fuch as they can procure. Seafaring men, however^* 
who have vifited the eaftem coaft of Africa, have informed 
me, that they have ivory there either for barter or for 
fale, in a much greater quantity than it is probable the 
barbarous inhabitants could themfelves procure by hunting. ^ 
This likewife accords with what I think I remember to 
have read in fome old writers of voyages* A farmer told 
me, that when he lived in the diftiidt of Ca^go in this 
colony, he had found fome elephants teeth, not in the 
leaft damaged, three feet under ground, which he imagined 
had been buried there in former times by the Hottentots 
as a treafure. It is likewife poflible, that they might have 
been buried by degrees, and in procefs of time, by the 
winds raifing the fand and duft near them, and were after- 
wards more completely covered by the mould produced 
4 by 
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by decayed trees and vegetables. And as people at the ^775- 
Cape are very little ufed to pry into the bowels of the \,^^ysJ 
earth, there perhaps ftill lie buried, from the like caufes, 
in feveral fpots thereabouts, a hundred times this quantity 
of elephants teeth. It has, however, much more puzzled 
the philofophers with their fyftems and conjectures to ex- 
plain, how elephants teeth and bones, as well as the remains 
of the rhinoceros, fhould get to the cold latitude of Siberia, 
where^ by the name of relics of the Marmnoutb^ (an ima- 
ginary fubterraneous animal,) they are dug up in greater 
quantities than any where elfe. 

In the mean time, till this matter is deared up, as after 
all, the whole is mere conj^dhire, M. de Buffon, for in- 
ftance, (fee his Supplements of late refuted with great folidity 
by M. Marivetz, Pbyjique du Monde^ Tom. I.) nK)difying 
the earth according to his own fancy, andj after having 
previoufly brought it to a welding heat, fuppofing it firft 
began to cool at Siberia and near the pole, at which time 
the creation of elephants, &c. took place; ethers again 
drowning it in a deluge, in order to have an opportunity of 
carrying to the fame fpot by this torrent the rhinoceros and 
elephant from the warmer climates of Afia : I, for my part, 
could wilh, that thefe great men with their fyftems, would 
allow them quietly to take their own courfe, and to get to 
Siberia on their feet. No eafier method, at leaft none more 
natural, nor more (x>nfiftent with the conftant pradtice of 
other migrating animals, can poffibly be thought of. Who 
is not, for inftance, acquainted with the pertinacious migra- 
tions from time to time of the lemings {mus lemntus;) where 
they muft in the end be frozen and famiihed to death, in 

X X a ^cafe 



Digitized by 



Google 



340 A VOYAGE to the 

igoVembcr ^^^^ *^^^ chancc to cfcapc being made in the mean time 
\^y^U a prey to ravenous animals, or being drowned in croffing 
rivers. 

The fnus migratorius feu accedula of M; Pallas, is ano- 
ther inftance of this difpofition in animals to migrate. Of 
the migration of antilopes, efpecially of the fpring-boksy 
downwards to the Cape of Good Hope^ I fliall have occafion 
to make mention farther on. The more conliderable pe- 
regrinations of locufts, indeed, will, perhaps, be of no 
avail, as examples in the cafes of quadrupeds ; but thofe 
produced above are fufficient to make it probable, that 
elephants likewife are fubjedt to migrations, either from 
fome motive equally unknown with that of the lemings, or 
for certain reafons which offer, as it were^ of themfelves 
to our conjedlures : for inftance, a conliderable iticreafe in 
the number of thefe animals,* want of food, the inconve- 
niencies attending an unufually dry and hot feafon, their 
being molefted by mankind, or affrighted by the eruptions 
of volcanos and earthquakes in their native foil. 

I put the too great increafe of the elephants in the firft 
place, on account of the almoft incredible number one fees 
at the Cape of Good Hope^ as well as of the many centuries- 
this animal is faid to live. If moreover we aiTume the 
hypothelis, that the fouth-eaft part of Afia, which is at 
prefent inhabited by a numerous and prolific race of men, 
viz. the Chinefe, had been as favourable to the increafe 
of elephants, more efpecially in the firft ages of the world, 
which are fuppofed to have been the moft fertile in all 
the productions of nature; it will naturally follow, that 
their numbers would, fome time or other, have received 

fo 



Digitized by 



Google 



CAPE QF GOOD HOPE- 341 

fo great an augmentation, that from fcarcity of food, November 
and the mutual conflidls arifing between different herds, v^rrO 
fome of them muft have been obliged to feek their 
fubfiftence el fe where. 

Dry and hot fummers would naturally have increafed 
this deficiency of food for elephants, and accelerated their' 
removal ; and at the fame time, for the fake of coolnefs, 
determined their courfe towards the north, and finally to 
Siberia. I am very ready to believe with natural philofo- 
phers, that this country was formerly not fo cold as it is 
at prefent; but cannot fuppofe it to have been by any 
means warm enough to harbour elephants, excepting indeed 
in fummer-time, as it is well known, that our Lapland 
fummers, though fliort, are yet extremely warm. 

Whole herds of elephants having thus, from one or 
more of thefe motives, left their native habitations, and 
by degrees, or, perhaps, by hafly marches, having arrived 
at a great diftance from it, in more fevere climates, where 
they have been overtaken by a cold autumn or winter, it' 
would be no wonder, if they had -quite got out of their ^ 
latitude, and fpread themfelves farther into Siberia and^ 
the neighbouring countries ; where having periflied, they 
may been buried at greater or lefs depths by earthquakes^ 
by the falling in of fteep mountains, and by rivers changing^* 
their courfe, and at lengtlv have left to an inquiiitive pofle- 
rity evident monuments of their migrations. 

A journey of about twenty-five or thirty degrees, or- 
about one thoufand one hundred and forty miles, between 
China and Siberia, cannot be looked upon as long fbr^^ 

elephants ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



34* A VOYAGE to the 

'77$j^ elephants; as I have already obferved at p. 334, that thefe 
^•rV animals can with eafe travel to the extent of a degree, or 
twenty leagues in a day, or fometimes twice as much : and, 
indeed j according to VAfrique de Mar mo l, Tom. I. p. 58, > > 

when they are put to it, they will make, in the fpace of 
one day, fix days journey. 

By the account I have given of the elephants at the Cape, 
I find that I have been induced to dwell with fome pro- 
lixity on the hiftory of this animal. I would therefore wiCh, 
in order to make it the more complete, to quote from dif- 
ferent naturalifts and writers of travels fbme remarkable 
paflages, which tend to fet the intelle<Si and difpofition of 
the elephant in a very clear light. 

<^ In India they were once employed in launching of 
Ihips. One^was dire<5ted to force a very large veflel into 
th^ water ; the work proved fuperior to his ftrength ; his 
mafter, with a farcaftic tone, bid the keeper take away this 
lazy beaft, and bring another in his fliead ; the poor ani- 
mal inftantly repeated his efforts, fradtared his fcull, and 
died on the fpot.^ (Pennant's Hijl. of S^^. p. 155, 
from LuDOLPH. Com. in Hiji. jEthiop.) 

^^ In Debit an elephant, pafling along the ftreets, jmt 
his trunk into a taylor's Ihop, where feveral people were 
at work ; one of them pricked the end of it with his needle. 
The beaft pafled on, but in the next dirty puddle filled 
his trunk with water, returned to the Ihop, and fpurting 
every drop among the people who had oflfended him, fpoilt 
their work.'' (Penn. /. (. from Hamilton's Hiftory of 
the East-Indies.) 
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^ An elephant in Adjmeer^ which often paffed through ^ '^^^'>^^ 
^e bazar or market, as he went by a certain herb-woraan, aJ^vs^* 
always received from" her a mouthful of greens. At length 
he was feized with one of his periodical fits of rage, broke 
from his fetters, and running through the market, put 
the crowd to flight ; and among others this woman, who 
in hafte forgot a little child Ihe had brought with her. 
The animal, recolledling the fpot where his benefadlrefs 
was wont to fit, took up the infant gently in his trunk, 
and placed it in fafety on a ftall before a neighbouring 
houfe.'^ (Penn. from Terry's Voyage.) 

^^ Another in Dekan not having received the arrack it 
had been promifed by its comae or governor, by way of 
revenge killed him. The comae's wife, who was an eye- 
witnefs to this, took her two children and flung them be- 
fore the elephant, faying. Now you have deftroyed their 
father, you may as well put an end to their lives and 
mine. It inftantly flopped, relented, took the greateft of 
the children, placed him on its neck, "^ adopted him for its 
cornac, and never afterwards would permit any body elfe 
to mount it.** (Buffon, Tom. XI. p. 77, from the Mar- 
quis De Montmirail.) 

If the elephant is of a revengeful difpofition, it is like- 
wife equally remarkable for gratitude. " A foldier at Pon- ~ 
dicherry, who was accuftomed, whenever he received the 
portion that came to his fliare, to carry a certain quantity 
of it to one of thefe animals, having one day drank rather 
too freely, and finding himfelf purfued by the guards, 
who were going to take him to prifon, took refuge un- 
der the elephant's body and fell afleep* In vain did the 
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^77^' guard try to force him from this afyhim, as the elephant 

November.^ -^ , . , 

^s^r^>U protedted him with his trunk. The next mornmg the 
foldier, recovering from his drunken fit, fliuddered with 
horror to find himfelf flretched under the belly of this 
huge animal. The elephant, which, without doubt, per- 
ceived the man's embarraffment^ carelTed liim with his 
trunk, in order to infpire him with courage, and make 
him underftand, that lie might now depart in fafety.'' 
(BUFFON, p. 78.) 

^' A painter was defirous of drawdng the elephant which 
was kept in the menagerie at Verfailles in an uncommon 
attitude, which was that of holding his trunk raifed up in 
.the air with his mouth open. The painter's boy, in or- 
der to keep the animal in this pofture, threw fruit into 
his mouth.; but as the lad frequently deceived him, and 
made an offer only of throwing him the fruit, he grew 
angry; and, as if he had known, that the painter's in- 
.tention of drawing him was the caufe of the aflfront that 
was offered him, inftead of revenging himfelf on the lad, 
he turned his refentment on the mafter, and taking up a 
quantity of water in his trunk, threw it on the paper on 
which the painter was drawing, and fpoiled it." {Mem. pour 
fervir a I'HiJi. des Animaux^ par Mejfieurs de PAcad. des 
Sciences^ Part III.^ 

On the 4th w€ came to Leemven-bofcb^ a little wood fo 
called, on a river of the fame name, from the circumfhmce 
of its having been formerly in a peculiar manner inhabited 
by lions. At this time there lived here a flave of each 
fex, for the purpofe of tending a few cattle belonging to 
ja farmer, and of preferving the corn-fields from the in- 
roads 
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roads of the gazels. The flaves' hut compofed the whole j^i^y^Tj-^^ 
of the buildings on the premifes, befides an open Ihed, v^/^v%i> 
under which we took our night's lodging. 

On the 5th we entered into Sitficamma^ where we vifited 
the three firft farm-houfes that lay in our road. As in this 
province there were various unknown plants, and no natu- 
ralift had been there before us, we ftaid there till the 1 2th, 
when we took our departure, and fet off for Zee-koe- or 
Sea-cow-river ; and finally, from the 1 5 th to the conclufion 
of the month, took up our lodging in a farm fituated at 
the lower or fouthern ferry-place of this river. 

On the eaftern fide of Leeuwen-bofch the country may be 
faid to be a champain or open country, the long range of 
hills, by the fide of which we had travelled all the way 
from the Cape, terminating here, or elfe ^running on to 
the north. This tradt of land feems to come under the 
character I have given of the Sweet grafs-fields and plains 
towards the fliore. The fame may be faid of the hither 
part of Sitficammay which, efpecially near the fliore, was 
extremely low and fandy. 

The myrica cerifera is to be found here, as well as at 
the Duyverij or Doves, as they are called at the Cape. 
The greenifh wax-like and tallowy fubftance, with which 
at a certain time of the year the berries' are covered, and 
which is probably formed by infedls, is ufed by the inha- 
bitants for making candles, which burn rather better than 
thofe prepared from tallow. 

On the plains I faw numerous herds of the antilope 
dorcasy (or hartbeejiy vide Plate I. Vol. II.) and likewife faw 
the gnometiey or little gazel, I fpoke of at p. 279. 
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1775- The interior moiety of Sitficamma is faid to confift of an 
Cr^ impenetrable fqreft. Two Hottentots, who wifhed to pene- 
trate through it from the Houtniquas, fide, were faid to have 
been obliged, after having made a fruitlefs attempt during 
ten or twelve days, to turn back again, happy to have 
reached home in fafety. They perceived a great number 
of elephants, with feveral broad beaten tracks made by thefe 
animals, but which, extended only from north to fouth, fo 
ajS to terminate and lofe themfelves in thick woods either 
near the Ihoi'e, or at the range of mountains which fepa- 
rates Sitficamma from Houtniquas. They likewife met 
with buffaloes there in great numbers. 

Kromme-rivier itfelf at its mouth, or where it empties 
itfelf into the fea, is very broad and deep ; fo that fhips 
might lie at anchor in it very commodioufly, if the fea- 
breezes and the furf, which, probably, are every day vary- 
ing the fhape of this coafl, had not blocked%it up. 

Zeekoe-rivier^ which in feveral places had been deep 
enough to harbour a great number of thofe large animals 
called y^^-^(ra;x, {hippopotamus ampbibiusp PlateIV.Vol.il.) 
from which it derives its name, we now found fo much 
choked up with fand near the fearfide,, that we could go 
over it dry-fhod. 

In Kromme-rivier^ the farmer that lived on the fpot had 
brought thofe animals to be fo familiar, that I faw them 
fwimming up and down the river in broad day-light, and 
often flick up their noflrils out of the water, in order to 
blow themfelves or take breath. 

On a height near the uppermofl farm on Zeekoe^rivier 

grew the breach-tree {brood^boom) of the Hottentots, difco- 
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vered byProfefforTHUNBERG, and of which he has given a ^n^^ 
defcription and drawing by the name of the Cycas Cqffra^ in v^v^ 
the Nova A&a Reg. Soc. Scient. Upf. Vol. II. p. 283. Tab. V. 
The pith or marrow (medulla) which abounds in the trunk 
of this little palm, is colledted and tied up in drefled calf or 
fheep-lkins, and then buried in the earth for the fpace of 
feveral weeks, till it becomes fufficiently mellow and tender 
to be kneaded up with water into a pafte, of which they 
afterwards make fmall loaves or cakes, and bake them under 
the afhes. (For a fuller defcription of this, vide 1. c.) Other 
Hottentots, not quite fo nice, nor endued with patience 
enough to wait this tedious method of preparing it, are 
faid to dry and roaft the marrow, and afterwards make a 
kind of brown frumenty of it. This Cycas grows likewife 
near the Dfie Fonteins in Lange- kloof. 

In all Sitjicamma there were but eight farms. Among 
otlier rare and curious vegetables, it is faid there is a kind 
of fig-tree in the woods here, which is of a lofty gigantic 
growth, with undivided leaves ; and the fiiiit of it is as 
good, if not better, than that produced from thofe which 
are cultivated in our gardens. 

At Slangen-riviery two years before my arrival in thefe 
parts, a fhip is faid to have fent a boat aftiore, the crew of 
which filled feveral cafks with water; and afterwards, 
going direcStly on board the fhips, fet fail before any of , 
the colonifts could come up to fpeak with them. Having 
had an opportunity of taking obfervations on, and of laying 
down on my map a long tradt of the coaft between Sitji" 
camma and Zondags-rivter^ and being obliged to beftow 
names on two remarkable points projecSling from it, I 
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>775- thought proper to name them after two experienced Swedifh 
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\,^r^ navigators, who at the lame time have delerved the ap- 
probation of the public by the charts they have given of 
the African coaft, I mean the Captains Ekebero and 
BuftTZ. The former has given the world a good chart 
and defcription of "fable and Falfe-bays. The other in his 
later voyages has added to the obfervations made by the 
former gentleman upon thefe places, and has extremely 
well laid down the coaft between MoJJel-hay and the Cape ; 
during the time that, being on his return from China in 
the Swedifh Eaft-Indiaman, the Stockholm Slott^ he had 
the misfortune to be detained for a confiderable length of 
time by contrary winds, in confequence of his fhip's having 
loft her rudder. Captain Burtz likewife kindly commu- 
nicated to me the views of the country as they are feen 
from the fea, which are placed at the top of my map. 

The little ifland which I have placed near Point Ekeberg^ 
I have, in fadt, never feen myfelf, but thought it right, 
at all events, to lay it down on that fpot, as Captain Burtz 
was induced by an old Portuguefe chart, that gives a tole- 
rable idea of the coaft, to conclude, that the bay in it called 
Bay Contanty where there is a little ifland near the point, is 
the fame inlet that I have laid down near Kromme-rivier ; 
fo that, being on fliore, I poflibly might not be lituated £0 
as to fee the ifland diftindt from the continent. 

Here it is likev/ife neceflary to remark, that all the 
maps and charts of the eaftern coaft of Africa hitherto 
known, are faulty in making the extent of it to the eafl;- 
ward much lefs than it really is, and than I found it to 
be in my journey over land. I am likewife fenfible, that 
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many navigators have, in the courfe of their voyages,, taken ^J^l^J^^^^ 
notice of the fame error ; and among them Captain Cook, %^y^>j 
at the time when, being on his return from his firft voyage 
round the globe in the Endeavourf he fell in with this 
coaft unawares. Moreover, during our ftay near Sea-coW' 
river, a Ihip was feen one evening under full fail making 
diredtly for the ihore, and did not tack about till flie was 
almoft too near. I afterwards learnt at the Cape,, that 
this was a Dutch veflel ; and that from the chart fhe car- 
ried with her, fhe had not expected to come upon the 
coaft nearly fo foon, nor had Ihe perceived it till juft before 
flie had tacked about. My hoft, who, while the veffel was 
hovering about the coaft, had rode along with me to a part 
of the Ihore higher than the reft, could diftinguifti the 
Ihip's crew from thence ; but it feems that none of them 
faw us, probably on account of fome mift or exhalation 
proceeding from the land. 

I remember to have read fomewhere in an Englifh Ma-p 
gazine an account of the Doddingtony an Englifti Eaft-India- 
man commanded by Captain Samson,, having fuffered (hip- 
wreck on an ifland or rock lituated in 334: deg. or, more 
probably, 32^ S. lat. near the eaftern coaft of Africa. 
This account mentions, that two perfons rowed in a fkiff 
from the wreck to the continent, where, as foon as they 
arrived, which was towards the evening, wearied out 
with hard labour, they turned the boat topfy-turvy, and 
crept under it in order to go to reft; notwithftanding 
which they were in great danger from the wild beafts, 
(probably the hyanas or tyger -solves) which endeavoured 
tQ fqueeze themfelves in under the boat in order to get at 
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of the Hottentots a piftol and a piece of red cloth, which 
they faid they had got of fome people who had come to them 
from the fea. The colonifts likewife informed me, that a 
year after this event, a dogger was fent from the Cape, at 
the requeft of the Englifli Eaft-India company, in order to 
fearch for the above-mentioned iflands, and the goods that 
were left there ; but that the captain came back, as they 
thought on purpofe, without executing his commiffion. It 
perhaps would ftill pay for the labour to build a boat at 
Zondags-rwier, with a view to fearch for thefe fmall iflands ; 
but in order for people coming from the fea to find them, 
it would be neceflary that fomebody fliould have previoufly 
obferved the true latitude 'on the continent dire(5tly oppo- 

fite 



Digitized by 



Google 



C A PE OF G OOD HOPE- 351 

lite to them ; after which, by making fignals by fires, the j^J^^^j^ 
{ame place might eafily be difcovered. I often faw the 
above-mentioned iflands from Point Padron in the harbour 
of Krakekamtna. 

The farm near Sea-cow-rrver^ where we took up our 
head quarters from the 15th to the 30th, belonged to an 
honeft old colonift, by nation, if I remember right, a Hellian. 
He was a fenfible, adtive, ingenious man, and confequently 
had got his farm into the beft order; upon which he 
had built many more tenements, than we had feen on any 
farm we had hitherto vifited in the whole courfe of our 
journey. The main body of the houfe alone confifted of, 
fix rooms. He had a great number of Hottentot fervants, 
as well as cattle ; but had laid the foundation of his for- 
tune by hunting elephants. Having been a great traveller 
bimfelf in his youth, he wilhed to render us every fervice 
that lay in his power; offering to affift us with a good 
Hottentot guide, who was at the fame time an excellent 
Ihot, as foon as he heard that we intended to expofe our- 
felves to all the dangers and hardfliips that might arife in 
the courfe of an expedition of one hundred leagues, between 
that place and Bruntjes Hoqgtey for the fake of botanizing 
and hunting. But, unluckily for us, the corn-harveft was 
now approaching, it beginning on the 23d of this month ; 
befides which, many of his Hottentot labourers were laid 
up with a bilious fever. 

I was therefore obliged to wait till the harveft was over>, 
and to forward it with all the afliftance my Hottentots could 
give. In the mean time he delegated to me the province 
of attending and curing the fick, and that with the greater 
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«775- confidence, as I had juft before made two female Malabar 
\^rysj flaves belonging to a neighbour of his, find their leg<5 again, 
who, out of mere idlenefs, had kept their beds for feveral 
days under pretence of illnefs. Three flaves of the fame 
nation, likewife belonging to this neighbour of his, alfo 
recovered by my afliftance from a bilious fever; one of 
them, who had but juft before fallen ill, was cured by a 
ftrong deco6tion of tobacco, the only emetic I juft then 
had at hand. She bore, however, feveral tea-cups full of 
this difgufting liquor before it operated, T{ie other two, 
who had lain above twelve days, atlaft got over the difor- 
der by an alteration in their diet; but two other flaves, 
who were likewife Malabars, had juft before died here of the 
fame fever. A violent bleeding at the nofe vvas faid to have 
fupervened a fliort time before death, and immediately after 
it the gall guftied out in great quantities through the noftrils ; 
a circumftance to which the afliftants, by very carefully 
covering them up with the bed-clothes and keeping the 
doors fliut, fo as to prevent the frefli air from having any 
accefs to them, did not a little contribute. 

With the Chriftians the diforder was at the height on 
the third day, but with the flaves and Hottentots on the 
fifth or feventh. 

I obferved that the Hottentots complained much of a 
pain in their heads and necks, and fometimes in their 
flioulders. This pain vaniflied and moved downwards into 
their arms and legs, (fo that they were not able to ftand) 
as foon as the diforder changed for the better, which moftly 
happened after the adminiftration of emetics. In a Chriftian 
girl the crifis came on with violent pains in the feet. 
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The pulfe was, it muft be owned, tolerably high ; thofe j^^'^^?^ ^ 
that tried venefedtion, however, obtained no relief from it, U^^vxi^ 
and were, nqtwithftanding, troubled with a bleeding at the 
nofe in tjie courfe of the diforder. The whites of the eyes 
remained yellow a long while, excepting in fuch as had 
vomited fufficiently, and by that means a metaftalis of the 
pains was made from the neck to the legs and feet. The 
fick Hottentots belonging to my laft hoft Jacob Kok, who 
had been juft captured, and, by palling into his fervice, 
had made too fudden a transition from their favage manner 
of living, bore very dangerous dofes before they could be 
made to vomit. For this purpofe, belides the tobacco, I 
made ufe of vinum emeticum^ feu aqua henediBa Rulandi^ 
which I prepared according to the Difpenfary of the London 
college for 1762, viz. with two ounces of croc, antim. lot. 
to a bottle of common Cape wine. 

Though lixty drops of this was fufficient to caufe a pretty 
violent vomiting in a Hottentot girl of fifteen years of age, 
brought up from her infancy among the Chriftians, and like- 
wife in feveral adults, that made ufe of it at the Cape, yet 
four ounces had not the leaft efFe(5l on three Hottentot girls 
of about the fame age, whom I had under my care all at one 
time ; I was obliged, therefore, to force them to fwallow fome 
pieces of (hag tobacco in fubftance, and to drink feveral bafons 
of the tobacco decodlion, before I could bring them to vomit. 

To two flender and diminutive youths, who were newly 
captured, I gave, by degrees, feveral fpoonfuls of the aqua 
ienediSia above-mentioned, till each of them had taken 
about two ounces of it, after which it began to operate. 
A youth of about twenty years of age, who had been very 
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»775- lately caught, took eleven grains oi gummi gutta^ but did not 
\Jrs^ feem to feel the leaft effedt from it ; upon which I gave him, 
as well as to an old Hottentot newly captured, above forty 
years of age, (both of them lean and (lender) feveral tea- 
cups full of the aqua benediBa^ which was now very thick 
and full of fediment, taking care at the fame time to fhake 
up all the crocus of antimony from the bottom of the bottlcv 
At firft I trembled myfelf for the confequences which might 
enfue from fuch large dofes, but found that they had very 
little effedt, till I let both my patients fwallow a foot at 
leaft of tobacco in fubftance cut in pieces, and drink feveral 
large bafons full of a ftrong infufion of tobacco, and at the 
fame time fwallow down the tobacco of which the infufion 
was made. Nay, I was obliged into the bargain to empty 
Mr. Immelman's, fnuff-box into the throat of the younger 
of them, in order to encourage the vomiting : the opera- 
tion was for all that very moderate in this cafe ; otherwife, 
the more bile the patients vomited, the fooner they got 
well, viz. in the fpace of about two or three days. 

A fat bouncing Hottentot woman, who had been feveral 
years with the Chriftians, either feigned or fancied herfelf 
iick. I have great reafon to believe, that fhe pretended to 
be fo, in order to have the pleafure of fwallowing the pieces 
of tobacco, and the tobacco deco6lion, which I fo liberally 
diftributed on this occafion. Here it muft be obferved, that 
I placed the fick in the fliade near the front door of the 
houfe, and adminiftered the medicines myfelf, in order to 
be able to judge the better of their operation ; but muft 
confefs, that I was amazed to find thefe people's ftomachs 
require fuch large dofes of fo bitter and ftrong a poifon, 
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as is tobacco. Though, in fadl, it is to the full as afto- 1775- 
nifliing, to fee the colonifts, particularly fuch of them as JJ^^!^*^* 
have been bred in India, eat greedily of fo pungent and 
fiery a fubftance as raw capficum, juft as if it was a piece 
of bread or a fweet-meat. As a prefervative for the healthy, 
I made every body in the family take a fpoonful of vine- 
gar, with frefli rue, fafting; after which, nobody was 
attacked with the diforder. . 

On the 29th, the Hottentots in the neighbourhood afked 
the permiflion of their matters to have a ball and dance, in 
compliment to my Hottentots, who had fo eflentially affifted 
them in getting in their corn, and were now fhortly going 
away. Their requeft was granted, and as foon as the moon 
began to fhine, the ball was opened al frefco. About twenty 
pcrfons of both fexes joined in this dance, which was kept 
up till paft midnight with the greateft fpirit ; and, indeed, 
I may fay, without the lead intermiffion. The ball, how- 
ever, did not finifti with this ; but they went afterwards 
under cover, and, fitting all round in a ring, kept fwing- 
iiig the upper part of their bodies backwards and forwards 
with an equable motion, finging all the while in a dull 
monotonous manner. A drefled fkin was ftretched over a 
kettle, on which they drummed with their fingers, ia 
unifon with the voice. 

The Hottentot woman, who had made or fancied her- 
felf fick, in order to get fome of the tobacco deco6tion, 
feemed to be the principal perfon that had the direction of 
the dancing as well as the mufic, vocal and inflrumental. 
Should the reader wifli for a more particular defcription of 
this dance, I can fay little elfe concerning it, than that 
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>775- it is not to be defcribed, at leaft not in all its diflferent 
Si^-Y^ figures and movements. Neither, indeed, do I conceive, 
that it was confined to any particular rules ; the chief in- 
tention feeming to be, to put the body into motion : for 
which purpofe, they all jumped and capered about fome- 
times by themfelves, and fometimes with each other ; and 
doubtlefs with the fame intentions they wreathed, twined, 
and twifted their bodies into every droll and uncommon 
attitude their fancy led them to. Though, periiaps, a 
Hottentot may be induced to form the fame opinion of our 
moft falhionable dances. In the mean time it is poffible, 
that the Hottentot dance I have been endeavouring to give 
fome idea of, was not totally without art in its kind, as 
my Hottentots from Bufeljagts-rivier faid they had never 
feen fuch a one before, and that they were not enable of 
joining in it. Our hoft and hoftefs however, who likewife 
looked on for a time, made me take notice of two of their 
country dances. One of thefe was called the baboon-dance, 
in which they imitated baboons or apes : this, as well as 
the others, was diftinguifhed by a thoufand grimaces, the 
performers moreover now and then going upon vXl fours. 
The other was called the bee-dance, ip. imitation of a fwartn 
of bees. In this every performer now appeared to make 
a buzzing noife. In this manner the b^ continued till 
■day-break, when the greater part of the dancers were 
obliged to return to their daily labours. 

I likewife at this time faw 2Xi inftance of the polygamy 
pradtifed by the Hottentots, a pra<5tice, however, which is 
faid to be very rare among them. An old Hottentot had 
married two wives, and feemed in a manner very proud of 
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the pofleffion of them, as doing credit to his manhood. I ^77 s- 
was informed, however, that the ladies very often quar- w^^w^' 
relied, and not unfrequently came to blows ; and that when 
their fpoufe went to part them, they ufed both with one 
accord to fall upon him, and wreak their vengeance upon 
his hair. — In thefe times, when the Hottentots for the 
greater part are flaves, it is not to be wondered at, that 
their manners are fubje<St to changes. In the mean time I 
could not get any intelligence to be depended upon, how far 
polygamy had been formerly more or lefs pra6tifed. 

The marriage ceremonies among the Bofhies-men, are 
laid to be no other than fuch as are consonant to rtature, 
and inevitably neceflary, viz. the agreenrient of the parties 
and confummation. My hdft and hoftefs, who twenty 
years before had lived nearer to the Cape, viz. at Groot 
Vaders Bofcby told me they believed the report, that a 
mailer of the ceremonies performed the matrimonial 
rites, by the immediate confperfion of the bride and 
bridegroom with his own water, was not without foun- 
dation; but that this was pradtifed only within their 
craals, and never in the prefence of any of the colonifts. 
My Hottentots, whom I frequently queftioned upon this 
jRibjedt, chofe neither to confefs the fa6t, nor abfolutely 
to deny it, fo that probably this ufage is Hill retained in 
ibme craals. 

That the funeral ceremonies are alike with every diffe- 
rent tribe of Hottentots, we are well affured, as likewife that 
they are condudt^ in the following manner. The deceafed 
is thruft either naked or with his pelifle on, into fome hole 
in the earth, or fubterraneous paffage, where they gene- 
rally 
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Bor receive any affiftance from thefe Chriftians, nor, in- 
deed, had they made any enquiries whether this was done 
with or againft her confent. 

Calling afterwards at the craal fhe belonged to, all the 
information they got there was, that the old woman had 
adlually been left there in that manner by them. With 
refpedl to any conveniencies fhe might have about her, 
they could perceive nothing, but a trough which contained 
a little water. 

Another cuflom, no lefs horrid, which has hitherto been 
remarked by no one, but which I had fully confirmed to 
me, is, that the Hottentots ufe, in cafe of the mother's 
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death) to inter children at the breaft alive. That verVx,'775; 

November, 

year, and on the very fpot, where I then refided, juft v-^y>i^ 
before my arrival, there had been the following in^^^ 
ftance of it: 

A Hottentot woman at this farm had died of the epidemic 
fever. The other Hottentots, who did not imagine that 
they (hould be able, neither did they chufe to rear the fe- 
male infant fhe had left behind her, had already wrapt it 
in a Iheep-fkin alive, in order to bury it, together with its 
deceafed mother ; when they were prevented from accom- 
plifhing their purpofe, by fome of the farmers in the neigh- 
bourhood. The child, however, died foon after of con- 
vulfions. My hoftefs, who at this time was rather in 
years, informed me, that about lixteen or feventeen years 
before, flie had lighted upon a Hottentot infant in the 
diftri<5t of Zwellendamt which was bundled up in fkins in 
the manner above-mentioned, and -tied faft to a bulh, near 
the fpot where the child's mother had been newly buried. 
The infant had fo much life left, as to be in a condition 
to be recovered. It was afterwards brought up by Mrs. 
Kok's parents, but died at the age of eight or nine years^. 
From feveral inftances of this kind l-elated to me by others 
it follows, that children are never interred alive, or ex- » 

pofed, but when their neareft relatives, who are their 
natural guardians, are dead : fo that I think we may con- 
clude from this, that even fuperannuated people are never 
expofed, but in cafe of their having no children nor near 
relations to take care of them : and as thefe cafes may oc- 
cur but feldom, it is not to be wondered at if this prac- 
tice fliould come to be lefs in vogue, and if confequently 
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US dangerous enemies to ourielves ; and the cafe is juft the 
fame with regard to mankind in general. 

On the 30th, or the day after the ball, we prepared for 
our departure. Our hoft, who had hitherto entertained 
us in a remarkably hofpitable manner, took great care 
likewife to provide us with every thing that he thought 
we fhould want on our journey. With this view, 
he lent me a couple of good ferviceable draught-oxen, 
in the place of two of mine ; one of which could not 
be made ufe of, on account of its having been bitten by 
a ferpent, nor the other by reafoa of- its being in very 
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bad condition. Helikewife, as I mentioned before, com- ^, '775- 

• <! 1 • 1 ri r November, 

plimented us with his belt Hottentot, whole name was v^y%^ 
Plattje, and whom he had always taken with him him- 
felf, in feveral hunting parties he had made up the country, 
to carry his arms for him, and affift in killing the game. 

Our hoftefs, who was very well apprized that we Ihould 
not often find a table ready fpread for us in a defert of an hun- 
dred uurs in length, and that game did not always abound 
there, made up an excellent viaticum for us, confiding of a 
box full of bifcuits, ten pounds of butter, and a large wether 
cut in pieces and falted in its own flcin; which, after being 
taken 0% was tied up again at each end with the meat in it, fo 
as to ferve for a fack. The reft of our provifion confifted 
of two loaves of coarfe bread, together with a bag of flour 
for my Hottentots, who at this time were three in number. 

During our abode here we found a vaft number of in- 
fers, and many fpecies which we had not feen before. 
Among all thefe, what moft excited my admiration was a 
termes. On a warm day, about the conclufion of the 
month, (I forgot to fet down precifely the day) there came 
out of the earth in feveral places thoufands of white infedls, 
in Ihape fomewhat refembling ants. Some of thefe were 
about half an inch long, and had each of them four wings, 
with which they foon began to fly about, and fwarm 
round each other in the air like ephemerae, though they 
were not obferved to copulate. When caught, their wings 
came off remarkably eafily, efpecially if they were not 
taken the greateft care of. Their bodies were milk-white, 
and extremely foft, fo that one could eafdy fqueeze a white 
liquor out of them. During this, I likewife faw thoufands 
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'775^ of fmaller infedts or ants, but without wings, making their 
v^/v^ way out of the holes the former had juft made in the earth. 
Thefe feemed very ealily enraged, and were apt to bite; 
the heads were Ukewife larger in proporticMi, and their jaws 
were more ix)inted and fharper than thofe of the former.* 
I colie<5ted a fufficient quantity of both forts, in order to 
prefent them to my entomological friends, and particularly 
the largeft of them to Baron de Geer, who has adopted 
them, in Tom. VII. of his Memoirs, p. 47. Plate XXXVIII. 
Fig. 1 — 4. by the name of termesCapenfe. This illuftrious 
author has the greater reafbn to call them by the name of 
termes, as- he himfelf, as well as Mr. Frish, has difcoverai 
a termes with the rudiments of wings. • 
■ It was at the diftance of a mile and a half from the farm, 
on rather a woody fpot, that I difcovered the termes Capenfe^ 
and obferved them piercing the ground in feveral places, 
and with great impatience making their way through the 
furface. As I was at that time taken up in attending my 
Hottentot patients, the greater part of thefe animals difap- 
peared by the next morning, when I got back to the place 
ef their transformation? fo that I could make no farther 
obfervation on the oeconomy of thefe infedls, which, in alE 
probability, is highly wonderful. Neither can I fay with, 
any certainty, whether this termes Capenfe be the fame 
fpecies with the white ants, (as they are called) which build! 
and inhabit thofe dark-grey hillocks of earth from three to 
four feet high, which I mentioned before, that the fugitive 
Bofhies-men in L^w^^-i/tjq/" frequently explored to nopur- 
pofe : for feveral times, when I had an opportunity, or 
g^ve myfelf time to break, into them, (and. that not with- 
fi' out 
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out fome trouble) in order to examine them, I had the ^77s- 
mortincatioQ to find the birds fled. But m the ant-hills V-^^v^jl 
or clumps of earth of about a foot high, which I explored 
on the mountains in Fa/fe-dayt I found a grey-coloured 
kind of termes, or, as it is there called, pifmire, fomewhat 
diflferent from the white imwinged ones defcribed above : 
but rtiis was loft in my colle<aion while I was abfent on my 
voyage round the world, fo that I cannot with any precifion 
determine to what fpecies it belonged. The fame misfor- 
tune happened to me with refpe6l to another very dimi-' 
nutive fpecies of termes, or white ant, which I got a light 
of twice in the road between Bq/bies-manS'-rivier and Fifcb- 
rivier. This termes was not greater than our termes pulfo- 
tarium, or death-watch ; and, as well as I can remember, 
was very like the white ant of the Eaft-Indies, or the termes 
fatale. Contrary to all expe6tation, thefe made their way 
out of the hard ground, coming to be our guefts in confi- 
derable numbers, whenever we happened to fet our butter- 
tub, or any thing fat or greafy belonging to our proviender- 
cheft on the ground. 

The winged ants firft-mentioned {termes Capenfe) my 
hoft had feen in a much greater quantity : he likewife 
informed me, that tYiQBoJhies-men and other Hottentots, who 
were obliged to go in fearch of their own food themfelves, 
foon grew fat and in good condition by eating thefe infedts; 
For this purpofe, they were faid fometimes to boil them 
in their earthen veflels, in the manner they ufually did 
graihoppers ; and at other times to eat them raw, as I at 
that moment faw my hoft's Hottentots do with refpeft-to 
fome few which flew, or rather were driven by the ^vind 
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NoVcmbcr ^*^ *^^^^ maftci^s gFoiinds ; where the people being then 
V^Y>^ bufy in getting in their corn, neither cx)uld, nor, indeed^ 
as they had plenty of other food, did they need to fpend 
their time in catching thefe infects. As my hoft's only fon 
likewife tafted one pf thefe winged ants, I was induced to 
follow his example. It feemed to me merely to feel cold 
in the mouth, without any particular tafte; though with 
greens it would, probably, make as good a dilh as feago, 
or crabs, thofe fcorpion-like infe(5ts^ which wc have ac- 
cuftomed ourfelves to eat in Europe. In one part of 
Carniolia near the Danube, where they are ufed to coUedt 
ephemera by the cart-load for the purpofe of manuring 
their land, an infedl- eating race like the Hottentots would, 
doubtlefs, make as good a feaft upon them, as they do in 
Africa upon ants and locufts.. Whether the moft mif- 
chievous fpecies of termesj the termes fataky Syft. Nat. or, 
as they are called, the white ants of the Eaft and Weft- 
Indies, whether thefe are indigenous at the Cape, I cannot 
determine with any degree of oertainty; though it has 
been often aflerted, that the white ants fometimes come 
thither with the Eaft-Tndia fhips, and neftle themfelves ia 
there for fame time. Mr. Immelman's parents told me,^ 
that a brick floor, laid upon the bare earth in the lower 
part of the houfe, funk all at once to the extent of about 
four feet fquare and two feet deep r and it was found, that 
this unexpected mine proceeded from fome white ants,^ 
which had made their nefts beneath the flooring, and from 
thence likewife had begun to form avenues to the pantry. 
However, , they deftroyed at once the whole colony of thefe 
unwelcome guefts, by pouring boiling water upon them.. 
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Otherwife people, according to the accounts I have received ^qJJJ^^^^ 
from thofe who have been in the Eaft- Indies, ufually drive v^^vO 
away thefe infedls with petrolaeuni, and other ftrong- 
fcented oils. Rotten fifli, which are faid to be as bad as 
poifon to pifmires, would likewife, probably, clear the 
houfes of the termes. Though, perhaps, the ftrongeft 
poifon for thefe infedts is arfenic ; as a fmall pinch of it 
only flrewed in any place in the vicinity of them will> 
according to M. Chanvelon, in his Voyage to Martinicoy 
kill many millions of them in a few hours. 

The damages caufed by the white ants, as they are called, 
(which, however, perhaps, confift of many different fpecies) 
may be pretty well gueffed at from what has been faid 
already. It, however, deferves likewife to be mentioned, 
that goods and merchandize to an infinite amount are de- 
flroyed yearly both in the Eaft and Weft-Indies by thefe 
vermin. In the fpace of a few hours they will eat into a 
cheft, and cut to pieces, as it were, all the linen, lilk, 
clothes, and books in it ; on which- account, people in 
thefe countries are obliged to have their trunks and mer- 
chandize flung upon ropes. It is likewife, perhaps, capable 
of multiplying its fpecies more than any other infeft ; for 
Profeflbr Linnaeus was fo kind as to fliew me a female, 
which he had juft before received from the Eaft-Indies, and 
which was an inch and a half long, and of an extreme bulk, 
and confequently capable of laying millions of eggs. 

Though I could not learn whether the more noxious 
fpecies of white ants are natives of the Cape or not, yet it ^ 
i§ very well known, that Africa, at leaft that part of it near 
Senegal, is peftered with them. We are told by M, Adan- 
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>77S; SON, Cvid. his Vovaze au Senegal') that in fo fliort a fpace 

November. ' ^ • '^ . , • i • i_ i i 

' %^rsJ of time as between the evening and midnight, they have 
formed a vault or covered way of earth or clay, which (as 
other obfervers have likewife remarked) they have gone in 
queft of and prepared themfelves. This arched way reached 
from the floor of M. Adanson's chamber to the head of 
his bed. They moreover not only began to cut his fheet 
and mattrefs in pieces, but even had the impudence to fall 
foul on M. Adanson himfelf. A Hottentot would have 
had here a fair opportunity of gratifying, his appetite, by 
putting in execution the lex talionis** 

The locufts, likewife, fometimes afford a delicious treat 
to the more unpolifhed and remote hordes of the Hotten- 
tots; when, as fometimes happens, after an interval of 
eight, ten, fifteen, or twenty years, they make their ap- 
pearance in incredible numbers. At thefe times they come 
from the north, migrating to the fouthward, and do not 
fufFer themfelves to be impeded by any obftacles, but, even 
if they happen to reach as far as the fea,fly boldly on, and are 
drowned in it. The females of this race of infe<fts, which 
are mod apt to migrate, and are chiefly eaten, are faid 
not to be able to fly ; partly by reafbn of the Ihortnefs of 
their wings, and partly on account of their being heavy 
and diftended with eggs ; and fliortly after they have laid 
thefe in the fand, they die. It is particularly of thefe that 
the Hottentots are. faid to make a brown cofFee-coloured 
foup, which, at the fame time, acquires from the eggs a 

* In Vol. LXXI. of the Phil. Tranf. may be feen a more circumftantial and com- 
plete account of thefe infeds, by Mr. Smeathman. 
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fat and greafy appearance* ^ Several different people agreed ^77^;^ 
in giving me this account, and at the fame time informed Ovo* 
me, that the Hottentots were highly rejoiced at the arrival 
of thefe locufts, though they are fure to deftroy every bit 
of verdure on the ground : but the Hottentots make them- 
felves ample amends for this lofs, by falling four on the 
animals themfelves, eating them in fuch quantities as, in 
the fpacc of a few days, to get vifibly fatter and in better 
condition than before. My hoft in particular informed 
me, that being one locuft-year on a hunting expedition on. 
the other fide of Fifcb-riwtVj the Hottentots in thofe parts 
explained the abundance of thefe infedts as proceeding from 
fome great majler conjuror^ at a confiderable diftance to the 
northward, having removed a ftone from the mouth of a 
certain deep pit, out of which he had let loofe thefe ani- 
mals, in order to be food for them. The intentions of 
nature, however, in the produdion of locufts, is hardly 
anfwered, by their fometimes ferving to fatten a few Hot- 
tentots. But I over-ran too haftily the very extenfive tra<3s 
compofing the fbuthern promontory of this quarter of the 
globe, to be able to point out with any degree of certainty, 
any other ufes accruing from the migration of the locufts^ 
thither in fuch great numbers. I will venture, however, 
to. throw out a conjedture, which, at leaft, can do no harm ; 
viz. that as, according, to all accounts^ on thofe fpots where 
the fwarms of locults have alighted, the vegetables are 
fometimes entirely confumed and deftroyed, appearing as 
if they had been burnt up by fire ;, perhaps,, the ufe of 
thefe creatures is the fame with that of fire, which latter 
i^ applied by the colonifts and Hottentots to the purpofe of 

clearing. 
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and game. 

The weather in this month was warmer than in any of 
the preceding, efpecially towards the condufion of it, when 
we quitted Lange-kloof^ and Kromme-rivier, and came to 
the plains by the fea-lide. 

The thermometer generally rofe at about eight o'clock in 
the morning from 65 to 70 in the fhade, and in the fhade 
at noon it was fometimes as high as 80. 

The rainy days were the nth, i6th, 17th, i8th> 19th, 
and a 6th; fometimes with afouth-eaft, and at other times 
with a fouth-wefterly wind. On the remaining days, 
which were fine and free from rain, the north-weft and 
weft winds almoft always prevailed. 



End of the First Volume. 
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